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To his mod eminent Highlit fs 

Don Anthony Emanuel de Vilhena, 

GRAND M A S T ER. 


Of the ORDER of 
St. j O H N ofjERUSALT. M. 

S I R, 

I Have the honour to lay before your High- 
nefs a work, which is mod properly yours, 
as it contains the hiftory of your order. You 
have here an account of the glorious afticns 
which have been wrought by your prcdeceflors, 
in different ages, for the defence of the altars 
and eftates o f Chidden do m. Thofe great men, 
who filled the world with the reputation of 
their arms, and the fame of their valour, were 
no lefs diflinguiflied by their firm adherence to 
the obfervation of a religious difcipline. 

As you, Sir, have been juflly raifed to the 
fame high employment, you place your foie 
glory in the imitation of their virtues. Like 
them, you fecure to Chriftians the liberty of na- 
vigation, at the fame time that you labour to 
make juftice and unity, peace and piety to 
A 1 fiourhh 
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fkmriili in your order. ’Tis thefe qualifications 
which have drawn upon you the unanimous 
prayers of all your bretheren, for the long con- 
tinuance of fo happy a government. Accept* 
Sir, of my ardent wifhes in particular for your 
prefervation, and of the profound refpe&, with 
•which I am, 


S I R, 


Your Eminenc y*« 


moft humble and 


mofl obedient fervant> 
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L’Abbe de Vertot. 


THE 


PREFACE- 

I AM at a lofs to know what fort of reception this hr - 
ftory will meet with from the public ; for thol I have 
been fattered with the hopes of fuccefs , by the kind encou- 
ragement my friends have given me, to proceed in fo labo- 
rious an undertaking , I am hut too well acquainted with 
my own inabilities , and the difficulties of the work itfelff 
to place any great confidence in the too good-natured judg- 
ments which have been formed already in my favour , For 
to pafs by the neceffity I have been under of looking back in- 
to ages above fisc hundred years diftant from us 9 I have 
been farther. obliged even in' times fo remote , to trace out 
only the faint glimmerings of a dark original , which mufi 
of conference be the lefs likely to give a juft fatisfaftiosi to 
the reader s curiofity. And befidcs , after all the pains I have 
taken , and the many years I have been employed upon this 
fubjeci , I cannot but own at l aft, that, till I had finifhed 
it, I was not fessfible how far I had fallesi fhort of that 
perfection , which the nature of fuch a work requires. 

’ Tis true indeed, that if we can ft and the fhock of fo ob- 
fcure a beginning, and overlook the ftrft fatts, wherein vje 
have fo Jsnall a fhare of concern, the fucceeding ages will 
furnijh us with fuch extraordinary examples of piety and 
courage , as will fuffcienth snake amends for the barrennefs 
of the former , and abundantly fupply, by the choice' of mat- 
ter, assy defefts in form, which may have arofe from my 
manner of writing. We fhall there read of an ilhfirious 

body of ssionks, confisied at ftrft -to the narrow bounds of an 
hofpital, who, asnidji the humiliations of a careful attend- 
ance upon the ftck, asid provifeon for the poor , extended their 
%eal and their power fo far, as to take up arms againft the 
infidels , the profeffed enemies of the Chriftian religion, and 
united in one the differing virtues of two diftinii profeffons , 
fo feesningly cppoftte in their nature. 
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The garb of thefe ^ military monks was plain and mo deft ; 
they rejerved magnificence for the ornament of their altars ; 
and the poor and the pilgrim reaped the aid-vantage of the 
frugality of their tables. 7 hey never left the apartments 
i r/ 1 . to &' ve themf elves up to prayer , or to take 

L-n again ft the enemies of the crofs , which was at once 
their ft andard and their habit . No ambition could fire the 
breafts of our noble warriors , where virtue was the only 
road that could lead to advancement ; w hi l ft their charity , 
their firft engagement , and the very bond of all Chriftian 
virtues, did not forfake them, even in their conjli his with 
the infidels ; for notwit hftandivg all the advantages they 
gained over them in battle, they were fat isfted with dif- 
arming the Barbarians , and, dmidft the triumphs of a vie - 
tory, fought only to convert the enemy, or at leaft to dif 
able them from doing mifehief 

Such was the golden age of the order of St. John ofje- 
rufalem . In after -times indeed, it muft be owned, the knights 
grew more remifs in the fever e practice offo many different 
virtues ; and tis but too notorious , that the religious cha - 
raaer was often ^ loft in thefcldier . The reader will eafily - 
cbferve , that this change of manners has caft a Jhade upon 
Jcfne parts of my narration. Jndyet, notwithftanding this 
ffedl of human frailty, unlefs lam mi fed by a too partial 
regard for my own performance, I cannot but be of opini- 
on, that the Ukefpirit of difintereftednefs and zeal, the like 
purity of manners, and intrepidity in the midft of the great - 
eft dangers, was never kept up, through fo long a fucceffon 
offo many ages, in any one of the military orders, which 
have been difperfed throughout the f ever a f countries ofChri - 
fendem ; nor has there been any where luxury and an o- 
vci - earneft purfmt after wealth and pteafures , have ob- 
tained fo late an admijfon . 

I have purpofely omitted, in this hift cry, fame furprizing 
accounts, which are to be met with in the annals of the 
oder', and in particular the converfi on of Ijmenia, a Sa- 
racen princefs of moft exquiftte beauty, as are all the hero- 
ines in the ancient chronicles, whom the author has convey • 
ed in one night from Egypt into Picardy, in company with 
three knights of the order, who vjgre all of them brothers, 

and 
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and had each a great fbare in the lady's converjion ; a pi- 
ous fable, which mayjuftly deferve to be rejected with the 
reft of the old legendary ftories , that are rather calculated 
to raife the mirth of libertines, than protnote the edification 
of pious aud well-difpofed perfons. 

The firft thirteen books of this hiftory are wrote in the 
way of narrative, and conclude with the death of the grand 
m after John de la V alette in 1568. The fourteenth is 
drawn up in form of annals, and give a fuccinEi account of 
the moft confiderable tranfadions from 15 68 , to the prefent 
time. And the fourteenth treats of the government of the 
erder. 
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BOOK I. 


f~TT~“^HE hiftory I have taken upon me to write 
is that of a fraternity of Hofpitallers, which 
afterwards became a military fociety, and 
at laft a fovereign order ; inflituted upon 
the motives of charity, and prompted by a zeal for the 
defence of the. holy land, to take up arms againfc the 
infidels ; an order, which, amidft the noife and clafh- 
ing of fvvords, and with a continual war upon their 
hands, was capable of joining the peacabie virtues of 
religion with the moll dikinguilhing courage in the 
held. 

This union of two profeflicns fo remote and di- 
ftant from each other, ’till then -unknown to the world, 
the piety and bravery of thefe military Friars, their 
zeal for the defence of the Chriftians, the numerous 
Vcl. I. A + - fights 
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fg/its and battles, m which they have been engaged 
for near feven hundred years, and the various fuccefs 
of their arms ; all thefe particulars feem to me an ob- 
jefl worthy the regard and confideration of mankind ; 
and poffibly the publickwill not look upon the hidory 
of thefe foldiers of Jefus Chrid without furprize and 
admiration, who, like a fecond race of Maccabees, 
have cor handy oppofcd the arms of the infidels with a 
iaithr.s firm as their courage has been invincible. 

But before we enter upon the inditution of this 
order, I think it neceffary to acquaint the reader with 
the hate of Afia at that time ; to inform him from 
what country the fird infidels- they made war upon 
came ; to lay before him the religion, the power and 
the forces of thofe Barbarians, and efpecially their 
declared hatred to the Chridians : all which circum- 
ftances, tho’ indeed prior to the foundation of this or- 
der, yet feem to have fome connexion with the hif- 
to; y, as a preliminary and introduction to it, and the 
knowledge of which will ferve to clear up the parti- 
culars related to the courfe of it. 

That part of Afia, which lyes between the Eux- 
ine or Black fea and the Euphrates, was, in the be- 
ginning of the feventh century, dill under the domi- 
nion of the Romans, whofe vad empire had fwallowcd 
up the mod puiflant dates of our continent. But af- 
ter the death ofTheodofius the Great, this 
formidable empire began to decline, being Anno 
weaken’d, either by the incurfions of the Ban- 395. 
barians, or perhaps like ways by the divifion 
and difmembring of it by his fons the emperors Ar- 
cadius and Honorius, princes of a weak and unen- 
terprizing fpirit, who only lent their names to the 
tranfa&ions of their reigns, and were both governed 
by imperious miniders, who had made themfelves 
the tyrants and lords of their maders. 

Most of the eadern emperors that fucceeded Ar- 
cadius, either for fear of being dethroned by ufurpers, 
or being fuch themfelves, were lefs folicitous of a mi- 
litary name and reputation, and of putting a dop to 

the 
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the inroads of the Barbarians, than of maintaining 
themfelves upon the throne. Being always upon their 
guard againil their own fubjefts, they durft not turn . 
their backs upon the capital of the empire, or venture 
beyond the bounds of their palace, for fear fome rebel 
fhould feize them ; and the utmoll happinefs . they 
aim’d at, was. to enjoy the charms offovereign power 
in a flothfui and iina&ive magnificence. Thofe fa- 
mous Cefars, the mafeers of the world, were no more 
to be found under the imperial purple : thefe later 
emperors had nothing but the name; and the majefty 
of the empire was now no more to be feen, but in the 
vain ornaments, with which they covered their weak- 
nefs and cowardice. 

Religion was no lefs a fufFerer than the Hate by 
fo wretched an adminiferation. The eaft was at that 
time infedled with feveral herefies, the offspring and 
elfefl of the warm imagination and too refining difpo- 
fition of the Greeks. Some bifhops and monks, at- 
tempting to explain the various myfieries of the in- 
carnation after a manner too much adapted to human 
capacity, had involved themfelves in error ; and to 
compleat the misfortune, they had found out means to 
engage feveral emperors in their party, who, infeead 
of oppofing the incurfions of the Barbarians, thought 
they had no other enemies but fuch as declared againfi 
their errors. 

The empire however, in the midfi: of all thefe con- 
fufions, Hill fupperted itfelf by the weight of its own 
grandeur, and about the beginning of the fevenih cen- 
tury ; the Emperor Heraclius had gained fome advan- 
tages over the Scythians and Perfians. But while that 
prince was engaged with thefe Barbarians, and em- 
ployed in revenging the ravages they had-committed 
upon the empire, there appeared in the defarts of Ara- 
bia one of thofe reillefs and ambitious mortals, which 
feem to be born only to change the face of the uni- 
verfe ; and whofe followers having wrefted the moll 
beautiful provinces of the eaft ' out of the hands of the 
A 2 Greeks, 
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Greeks, at length gave the lad and fetal blow to this 
empire, and buried it in its own ruins. 

The reader will eafily perceive that I am fpeak- 
ing of Mahomet, the moft crafty and dangerous impo- 
dor, that had ever appeared in Alia. He was born 
at Mecca, a city of Arabia ‘Petrasa, about the 
568 or end of the lixth century, of idolatrous pa- 
571. rents of the tribe of the Corafhites or Cori- 
iians, the bell family in the nation, and who, 
according to the ufual vaunt of moll of the Arabians, 
bonded themfelves to be the progeny of Abraham, by 
Kedar, the fon of Ifhmael. By his 1 father’s death, 
Mahomet became an orphan in his early years, and 
was left without any patrimony or fubddence. How- 
ever, one of his b uncles took upon himfelf the care 
of his education, and for feveral years employed him 
in trade and commerce. From him he went into the 
lervice of a rich widow named Cadigha, who at drd 
took him for her fadlor, and afterwards made him her 
husband. A match fo greatly to his advantage, and 
fo nfuch abov^e his hopes, the plentiful eftate of his 
wife, and the improvements made to it by his own in- 
dudry, filed his mind with the thoughts of grandeur 
and independency. His ambition increafed with his 
fortune, and fcarce was he free from a date of bafe- 
nefs and fervitude, when riches without dominion were 
too little to fatisfy his vaft defires, and he carried his 
aims to fo daring a pitch, as to afpire to the fovereign 
authority over his country. 

Of the various methods he pitched upon for the 
accomplifhment of this great defign, none appeared 
more feadble to him than the edablilhment of a new 
religion, an engine which many of his predecelfors in 
impodure had already made ufe of. Arabia was at 
that time peopled by Idolaters, Jews andChridians, by 
Catholicks and Schifmaticks. The inhabitants of 
Mecca were all idolaters, and fo very ignorant, that, 
excepting b one fingle man, that had travelled, they 
could none of them either read or write. This igno- 
rance 

a Abiollah. * Abu-taleb. • Waraka, - 
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rnnce and diverfity of worfhip feemed a favourable 
circumftance to Mahomet ; and though he was no bet- 
ter a fcholar than his neighbours, though he could 
neither write nor read, and was befides efteemed a 
man of bad morals, yet he had the affurance to form a 
delign of fetting up for a prophet in his own country, 
and in the very face of thofe who were eye-wltneffes 
of his incontinence. 

But as this tranfttion, from a voluptuous life to 
fo intimate a communication with heaven, would not 
eafily find credit in the world, he quitted the compa- 
nions and miniftersof his pleafures, under, the pretence 
of an entire change in his manners ; and to put a better 
countenance upon his pretended reformation, for two 
yearstogether the hypocrite frequently retired to a cave 
in mount Hira, about a league from Mecca, where he 
only meditated upon ways and means to bring his 
projedl to execution. At the end of this term, and un- 
der colour of being wearied with the prefiing infian- 
ces of his wife, to diftuade him from fo melancholy a 
way of living, he pretended to intruft her with the fic- 
titious revelations, which he faid he had received from 
heaven by the minifiry of one of the highefi order of 
fpirits, whom he called the angel Gabriel. And being 
fubjeft to the falling ficknefs, he interpreted the fits 
of that diftemper as extafies, earned, as he faid, by the 
apparition of the celeftial minifter, whofe preicnce he 
was not able to endure ; and to fpread the fameofithefe 
revelations infenfibly among the people, he imparted 
the fecret, as a matter of the utmofi privacy, to his 
wife. To be the w ife of a prophet was a privilege too 
great for her vanity to conceal. Cadigha foon run to 
acquaint her heft frienrls with it, and the matter \vas 
no longer a fecret, as Mahomet had plainly forefeen . 
After this he opened himfelf to fome citizen of Mec- 
ca, whom he thought credulous enough to be perfuad- 
ed into it, and whom he a&ually feduced by liis art 
and addrefs. 
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If we may believe * Elmacin, the Arabian hiftorio- 
grapher, Mahomet had a noble air and deportment, 
a fweet and a modeft countenance, a docile and ready 
wit, a courteous and obliging manner, and an infinuat- 
ing converfation. Beiides, he had all the ncceffary 
qualifications for the head of a party : profufely libe- 
ral, ready in difcerning, and exadl in difpofmg of men 
according to their talents. He had all the art and re- 
ferve for acting without umbrage or difcovery ; and in 
the management and conduct of his defigns afterwards, 
he fnewed a conftancy and courage Superior to the 
greateft dangers. Having foon got fome difciples to 
countenance and fupport him, he made a fecret of his 
do&rine no longer, and taking his miffion from himfelf, 
he fet up for a preacher ; and though he wa's a man 
of no learning, yet he gained accefs to the ears of his 
country-men, by the purity of his language, and the 
noble tour of his expreffions. He excelled efpecially 
in a certain oriental eloquence, confifting in parables 
and allegories, with which he clothed and involved 
his difcourfes. 

But as he was by no means ignorant, that every 
appearance of novelty in religion is always fufpedled, 
he declared that his defign was not fo much to found 
a new religion, as to revive the ancient laws, which 
God had given to men, and to purge them from the 
fables and fuperftitions with which they had been 
blended afterwards. He added, that Mofes, and Je- 
fus the fon of Mary, had fucceflivelv preached a doc- 
trine, truly holy to the world ; a doctrine, fays he, 
which thefe two great prophets confirmed by notable 
and-fignal miracles, but that the Jews and Chriftians 
had equally altered and corrupted it by human traditi- 
ons ; and laftly, that God had fent him, as his laft and 
greatefl prophet, even greater than Mofes and Jefus, to 
purify religion from the fables, which, under the no- 
tion of myileries, men had obtruded upon it, and, if 
poifible, to reduce all mankind to an agreement in o- 
pinion, and to the profelfion of one and the fame faith. 

The 

* L. i, c, i. Hotting, hift. orient. 1 . 2. c. 4. 
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The canning impoftor, having, by fuch difeouries as 
thefe, prepared the minds of the people, proceeded to 
form his fyftem upon two different models, which he 
borrowed from the Jewifh and Chriftian religion ; and 
to proceed with the better fuccefs, he had privately, 
in his retreat, called in the aMance of a Pernan » Jew, 
and a b Neflorian monk, both apoftates, very well skil- 
led in their refpe£live religions, and who had feveral 
times read over to him the Old and New Teftament, 
out of c which, he afterwards took feveral paffages, and 
adapted them to his new plan ; and when, by the help 
of thefe two renegadoes, he had finilhed any article, 
he clothed it in a pompous and figurative ftyle, endea- 
vouring to imitate, fometimes the fublime in the be- 
ginning of Genefis, and fometimes the pathetick in 
the true prophets. Then he declared that he had re- 
ceived that article from heaven ; and under pretence 
of beino- only the meffenger and herald of this celefcial 
dc ferine, he referred his objeftors to the pretended au-. 
thor of his revelations, and appealed even to his ig- 
norance itfelf, as a proof of the little fhare he had in 
this new religion. 

Fro m the Jews he borrowed the principle relating 
to the exiftence and unity of one only God, without 
multiplication of the divine perfons; and at the fame 
time he preiTed the belief of a refurre&ion, of the uni- 
verfal judgment, and of the rewards and punifhments 
of another life. The Chriftians furnifhed him with 
the example of a lent-fafl, which he preferibed to his 
followers, of the frequent ufe of prayer, which he fixed 
to five times in a day, of charity towards the poor, and 
the forgivenefs of enemies. And in regard to the pa- 
gans, he admitted an odd kind of predefiination, which 
the ancient idolaters generally called deftiny, a decree, 
which they believed eternal and uncontroulable, even 
by the will of their Gods. 

This medley of different religions, in which eve- 
ry one imagined he faw the traces of his former belief, 

milled 

» Abdias Benfalon, b Sergius, aliter Bahira. 

c See the difeourfe upon the Alcoran, at the end of the 
fourth volume. 
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milled feveral citizens of Mecca ; and fuch was the art 
and contrivance of the impoftor, that he endeavoured 
to eftablifh his errors by the profeflion of fome great 
truths, and the feeming practice of as great virtues. 
The magiftrate of Mecca being alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of this fed, profcribed the author and all that 
adhered to him ; upon which the falfe prophet fled to 
another city of Arabia Petrcea, called Yatrib, which he 
afterwards named Medina-al-nabi, or the city of the 
prophet. This flight, fo famous among the Maho- 
metans, and called in their language the Hegira, fer- 
ved their hiftorians afterwards for the acra of their 
chronology. And the firfh year of the 1 Mufulman 
period, according to the moll received opi- 
i nion, falls upon the twenty fecond year of the 
1 ' feventh century. 

Mahomet being convinced, by the risk he had 
run at Mecca, that perluafion alone was not the way 
to accomplifli his ambitious defigns, refolved to have 
recourfe to arms. The impoftor did not fail to fum- 
mon heaven to his afliftance ; and it was not long be- 
fore he gave out, that the angel Gabriel had brought 
him a fword from God, with orders to fubdue all fuch 
as fhould refufe to embrace his new religion. 

We are not to look elfewhere for the caufe of that 
aftonifhing progrefs, which, in fo fliort a time, this im- 
pious fed made in Arabia, and afterwards in the great- 
eft part of the leiler Afla. And it is highly probable, 
that if Mahomet could have forefeen as much, he 
would have fparedhimfelfthepains of forging fo many 
revelations, and adjufting fo great a number of materi- 
als, borrowed from other religions. This armed a- 
poftle began this new kind of million with invading his 
neighbours. The lure of plunder, which has fo many 
charms in the eyes of the Arabians, drew a great num- 
ber to his ftandard. No caravan could pals near his 
quarters without being expofed to pillage ; and by ac- 
ting 

a Note, the Mufulman year confifls of twelve lunar months, 
which is only three hundred and fifty four days ; fo that thirty 
three of our years is very near thirty four of theirs. 
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ting the robber, he infenfibly attained to the fortune 
of a conqueror. Of his foldiers and vanquilhed enemies 
he made new difcipies, whom he called Mufulmen, 
that is to fay. Believers, or fuch as are entered into the 
way of falvation. Being now as great a foldier, as he 
was an eloquent preacher, he loon made himfelf ma- 
iler of Mecca, and m oft of the fortified towns and 
caftles of Arabia yielded to the force of his arms. ‘ 
He was fecondedin thefe wars byAbubtkre his father- 
in-law, by Aly his coufin and fon-in- law, and by Omar 
and Otman, all four his apoftles and principal officers, 
fanaticks in good earned, and who became the willing 
fubjedls of an impodor, to whom they had at drd been 
only difcipies. Mahomet, by his courage and con- 
duct, was enabled to unite the facerdotal with th£ im- 
perial authority in his own perfon, and in the 
fpace of twenty three years of his pretended 645 or 
apodolate, others fay in ten, almod all Ara- 632. 
bia was reduced under his dominion, and at 
the fame time had embraced his new religion. 

The falfe prophet, at his death, had nominated A- 
ly, his daughter Fatima’s husband, for his fucceffor : 
but Mahomet’s fon-in-law found, by experience, that 
the lad wills of the mod abfolute princes are generally 
buried in their graves. Abubekre, being much old- 
er than Aly, was preferred before him by the intered 
of Omar and Otman, who, by making choice of a 
man in years, opened themfelves a paffiage in their 
turn to the fame dignity. This ele&ion of Abubekre 
gave rife afterwards to fchifms and civil wars among 
the Mahometans. The fucceffors of Mahomet took 
the title of Caliphs, i. e. vicars of the prophet, or of 
Almoumenians, i. e. princes or commanders of the 
faithful. Thefe fird fucceffors, full of that fire and zeal 
which a new religion always infpires, fpread the doc- 
trine of their mader, and- extended their own domini- 
on into different countries, the one not advancing a 
dep without the other. It was not long before they 
finifhed the conaued of Arabia, and drove out the Per- 


* Ale. c. 4. Cantacuzeni crat, x. del. is. . 
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fians and Greeks From the latter, they afterwards 
took Damafcus Antioch, and all Syria, invaded Pa- 
lelhnt, earned Jerufalem, marched into Eo-ypt and fub- 
d “cd it absolutely deflroyed the Perfian monarchy, 
and made Uomfelves mailers of Media, Coraffan or 
iiactnana, Diarbeick or Mefopotamia. Then they 
carried the War into Africa, where they made as fur- 
pnzingaprogrefs as ever, and fubdued all the country 
thnt lies weft of Egypt. : 

,. N ° T , t0 mention 'the "ides of Cyprus, Rhodes, Can- 
dia, Sicily, Malta and Goza, which they either ravae- 

t^°A m K dC thCrafe , h ' C ’ mafers of > nor Spain, where 
f ^nY n bianS ’ ln th . e oe g innin 2 °‘ r the eight century, 
ounded a new empire upon the ruins of the Gothick 
monarchy ; great provinces of France, fituated be- 
yond the Loire, were expofed to the fury of their 
arms; and if it had not been for the incomparable 
bi avery and vaiour of Charles Martel, the fate and for- 
tune of this kingdom would have been no better than 
S P aln - . In n word, they threatned the whole 
world with their chains. And the miferable remains 
m ,,, em P lrc would not at that time have been 
able to hold out againll fo formidable a power, if the 
heads of tnat nation had not quarrelled among them- 
felves. But the governors of provinces being too 
powerful for private men, aflumed a fovereign audio- 
rity over them. We have feen, in different parts of 
Afia and Africa, and at different times, no lefs than 
five caliphs, all pretending to be the off-fpring of Ma- 
homet, and tne genuine interpreters of the law. A- 
gain, molt of thele caliphs being buried afterwards in 
luxury and effeminacy, left the civil and military go- 
vernment of their Hates to emirs or fultans, a fort of 
mayors of the palace, who, in a fhort time, made them- 
felves abfolute mailers of them, and for the moil part 
left tne caliphs nothing but the infpeftion of religious 
affairs, the privilege of being named firfl in the public 
prayers, and fome other ceremonial honours, without 
any power or authority. 

Of 
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Of all the conquers gained by thefe infidels, none 
more fenfibly affe&ed the Chrifiians, than that of the 
Holy Land and the city of Jerufalem. From the time 
of Conftantine the Great, when chrifiianity became 
the religion of the empire, that was the moll noted 
pilgrimage of all chrifiendom. The Greek and Latin 
Chrifiians, out of a pious perfuafion that their greatefi 
fins would be remitted at the feetofChrifi’s tomb, were, 
with equal eagernefs, continually flocking to Jerufa- 
lem ; and the rather, in that there was till then a fecure 
and eafy accefs to it through the territories of the 
empire. The revolution which had lately happened 
altered the cafe exceedingly ; and the infidels, though 
they reverenced Jefus Chrifi as a great prophet, yet, 
to raife their revenues, they laid a fort of tribute upon 
all foreign pilgrims, that came out of devotion to the 
holy fepulchre. But this oppreflion was not fufficient 
to cool the zeal of the Chrifiians of that age: there 
was for near three hundred years the fame refort of the 
Chrifiian nations, even from the remotefi parts of the 
wefi. Towards the middle of the eleventh century, 
the caliphs or faltans of Egypt, who were then ma- 
ilers of Paleftine, allowed the Greek Chrifiians, who 
were their fubjedls, to fettle in Jerufalem ; and that 
they might not be intermixed with the Mufulmen, the 
governor of that capital of Judea afiigned them the 
quarter neareft the holy fepulchre for their abode. 

The renown of the emperor Charlemagne’s con- 
queft and power fpreading from Europe into Afia, the 
caliph Aaron Rafchid, one of the mofi potent princes 
of the eafi, permitted the French, out of regard to him, 
to have a houfe of their own in the holy city for the 
entertainment of fuch pilgrims as were of that nation. 
Eginard relates, that the patriarch of Jerufalem fent 
that great prince, in the caliph’s name, the keys of 
the holy fepulchre, and of the church of mount Calva- 
ry, with a ftandard, which the famous Abbe Fleury, 
the late writer of ecclefiafiical hifiory, is of opinion 
was meant as a mark of the power and authority which 
Aaron had refigned to that chrifiian prince. Another 

modern 
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modern writer, 1 learned in oar antiquities, in the 
thirty feventh book of the annals of his order, tells us 
of one Bernard, a French monk, who lived in A. D. 
870, and who, in his account of a voyage made to Je- 
rufalem, relates, that he found there an Lofpital for 
the Latins, and that in the fame houfe was a library, 
collected by the care and at the expence of the empe- 
rt>r Charlemagne. 

But after the death of the caliph Aaron and his 
hrft fucceffors, as thofe of Carlemagne aid not come 
up to him either in power or reputation, the French 
loll the regard that had been formerly paid them in Pa- 
leftine. They were no longer allowed to have any 
houfe of entertainment in Jeiufalem ; and though, like 
the other nations of Europe, they had, by virtue of 
their money, admittance into the holy city, and in 
the day -time. made their Rations in all the places an- 
tiently honoured with the prefence and rqyReries of 
our divine Saviour ; yet, in the evening and night- 
time, it was not without great difficulty as well as 
danger, that they could find any place to retire to in 
the city. The Mufulmen had naturally too great an 
averfion for the ChriRians to receive them into their 
Iioufes : and fome difputes that had ftarted up in re- 
lation to do&rines not rightly underRood, as well as 
fome differences in point of difcipline, having, in a 
manner, put an end to all union between the Greek 
and Latin churches, our European ChriRians w'ere 
fcarce lefs odious to the Greeks than they were to the 
Arabians and Sarazens of the eaR. 

In the middle of the eleventh century, fome Ita- 
lian merchants, who had experienced the inhumanity 
of both the one and the other, undertook to procure 
an afylum for the European pilgrims, in the very city 
of Jerufalem, where they might have nothing to fear 
either from the the falfe zeal of the Mahometans, or 
the enmity and averfion of the fchifmatical Greeks. 
Thefe pious merchants were of Amalphy, a city in 
the kingdom of Naples, but at that time fubjeft to 
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the Greek emperors, of Conftantrnople. Their affairs, 
in regard to trade and commerce, called them almoft 
every year into Egypt, where, by means of their rich 
merchandizes, as well as fome curious pieces of work- 
manihip which they brought thither from Europe, 
they were introduced to the court of the caliph Mon- 
ftafer-billah ; and diftributing fome confiderable pre- 
feints among his domefticks and minifters, they ob- 
tained leave for the Latin Chriftians to build a houfc 
of entertainment near the holy fepulchre in Jerufalem. 

The governor, by that prince’s order, affign- 
1 048 ed them a piece of ground, on which they built 
a chapel, and dedicated it to the bleffed 'virgin, 
by the name of St. Mary ad Latinos, to diftinguiih it 
from the churches where divine fervice was celebrated 
according to the Greek ritual ; fome monks of the Be- 
nedi&ine order officiated in it. Near their convent 
they built two houfes of entertainment for the recepti- 
on of pilgrims of both fexes, whether in health cr fick- 
nefs, which was the chief view in this foundation; and 
each houfe had afterwards a chapel in it, the one de- 
dicated to St. John the Almoner, and the other to St. 
Magdalen. 

Some Iay-perfons from Europe, full of zeal and cha- 
rity, renouncing the thoughts of returning into their 
own country, devoted themfelves in this religious houfe 
to the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, and were fub- 
fifted by the monks above-mentioned : and the merch- 
ants of Amalphy, out of the alms which they coiled! - 
ed in Italy, and either brought or fent regularly every 
year to the holy land, fupplied the wants of the pilgrims 
or fick. That facred trull of the charity of the faith- 
ful they remitted into the hands of perfons, confficrat- 
ed, as we have faid, to the fervice of the Chriftians of 
the weft. This holy houfe, governed by 'the Bene- 
didtine monks, and which may be looked upon as the 
craddle of the order of St. John, ferved afterwards for 
a place of fecurity and retreat for pilgrims. The Latin 
Chriftians were there entertained and provided for, 
without any diftindlion of nation or condition. There 
Vol. I. B they 
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they cloathed again fuch as had been Gripped by rob- 
bers ; there the lick were treated with care, and every 
kind of mifery found in the charity of thefe Hofpitai- 
lers, a new kind of mercy to relieve it.* 

Yet this pious and ufeful foundation had like to 
have been ruined in its very infancy, and it had hardly 
fubfifted feventeen years, when the Turcomans 
conquered Palekine, furprized the city of Je- 1050 
rufalem, and cut the caliph of Egypt’s garrifon 
in pieces. 

These Barbarians came out of the heart of Tarta- 
ry. ’Tis faid that they were originally inhabitants 
of that part of the Afiatick Sarmatia, which lies be- 
tween mount Caucafus, the River Tanais, the Palus 
Mceotis, and the Cafpian fea. They afterwards crof- 
ed the Wolga, traverfed all the northern coail of the 
Cafpian fea, and fettled in that part of Tartary which 
runs between feveral branches of mount Imaus and 
along the fide of the river Iaxartes ; a country Hill cal- 
led from them Turqueftan. Hikorians are not agreed 
whether it was the Greek emperors, or the kings of 
Perfia, that hr ft brought them into that part of Afia, 
and called them in to their afnftance. What appears 
more certain is, that fome officers of that nation en- 
tered aftenvards into the pay of the Arabians or Sara - 
zens, who, to keep them in their fcrvice, after they 
had made themfelves mailers of Perfia, affigned them 
lands in thofe great provinces, where they fettled from 
that time with their families. It feems they had fcarce 
any religion befides a confufed notion of a hi ll being, 
creator of heaven and earth, author, as they faid, of 
life and death, who fent health or ficknefs to men ac- 
cording to his own good pleafure. No fuch thing as 
divine worfhip was known among them ; only in their 
heknefs they had recourfe to fome magicians, a fort of 
prielb, who, after exacting prefents from them, and 
ufmg fome fenfelefs conjuring tricks, perfuaded them 
that they appealed the angry deity for them. This co- 
lony, out of complaifance to their new mailers, turned 

after- 
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afterwards Mahometans, and in time multiplying ex- 
ceedingly, they (hook off the yoke of the Arabians, bat 
without quitting their religion, in which the greatefl 
part of them had been bred. Other tribes and people 
of the fame nation palling the laxartes, and travelling 
theMauralnahar, joined themfelves to thefe furl com- 
ers, made their way to the banks of the Oxus, and ad- 
vanced even into Corofan. 

All thefe Turcomans thus re-united toge- 
ther. levied vafl armies, arid chofe three gene- 1065. 
rals to command them, all taken out of the 
fame family, and descended from one Salguez, whofe 
memory they held in lingular veneration. The hrfl 
of thefe generals was Togrul-beg. Sprung as he was 
out of the miafl of a favage nation, he had nothing 
of the barbarian in him, but boldnefs and ignorance, 
or a contempt of dangers. He was protufe m his re~ 
compences to his foldiers, cruel in his purufhments of 
thofe who had fhewed a want of courage, and was 
therefore revered by a nation, among whom the art of 
making one’s felf dreaded was of more weight than 
all the virtues put together. This was the prince, who 
in 1055, under the title of chief of the emirs, or fakau, 
made himfelf mailer of Bagdat, and of the great em- 
pire of the Arabian caliphs, jafer-bei or Jafer-beg 
his coufin, chief of the fecond branch, feized on his 
fide upon Quirman, and the vafl trafls cf country 
which lye towards the. Perfian fea and the Indies. Cul- 
tumifes, another coufin of Togiul-beg and Jafer, had. 
advanced before them, and A. D. 1050, had made 
the greatefl part of the leffer Afia or Anatolia acknow- 
ledge him for their fovereign, and fixed the feat of his 
empire at Iconium. Togrul-beg dying without mu a 
about A. D. 1063, Alubarflan, his nephew and fuc- 
ceffor, kept up the dignity of fultan with no kfs valour 
than his uncle. This prince gaining a fignal viflory 
over the Greeks, took the emperor Diogenes priso- 
ner upon that occafion. It is faid, that the fon of 
Alubarflan, called Gdaleddin, was the moil powerful 
of thefe Selgeucidian princes, and that his empire ex- 
13 2 tended 
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tended from the fartheft provinces of Turqueftan to Je- 
rufakm, and even to the borders of Arabia Felix : a 
new revolution this in Afia, carried on with a rapidi- 
ty not inferior or lefs furprizing than that which the 
Arabians had brought about four hundred years be- 
fore. It was the lieutenants of Gelaledain, furnam- 
ed Malefcha, vho, after reducing Syria, chafed the 
Sarazens out of Paleftine, and in 1065 feized on the- 
city of Jerufalem. 

No defeription can reach all the cruelties which 
they committed there : the garrifen of the csliph of 
Egypt was cut in pieces, as I faid before. The inha- 
bitants and the Chriftians fcarce met with a better fate : 
numbers of them were butchered ; the hofpital of St. 
John was plundered, and thefe barbarians, fierce and 
cruel in their nature, would have deftroyed the holy 
fepulchre, had not their avarice reftrained their impie- 
ty. The fear of lofing the revenues raifed upon the 
pilgrims of the weft, preferved the tomb of our Savi- 
otu*. But thefe infidels, to gratify at once their ava- 
rice and their hatred to every thing that bore the 
name of Chriftian, loaded them with heavier tributes; 
io that the pilgrims, after having fpent all their mo- 
ney in the courfe of fo long a voyage, or being ftrip- 
ped by robbers, and worn out with hunger and mi- 
feries of all forts, at laft, for want of ability to dif- 
charge fuch exceffive tributes, perifhed at the gates 
of Jerufalem, without being able to obtain of thefe 
barbarians the confolation only of feeing, before they 
expired, the holy fepulchre, the only objefl of their 
vows, and the end of fo tedious a pilgrimage. 

Such as efcaped from under thefe cruel opprefti- 
ons, did not fail at their return to Europe to give fad 
deferiptions of them. They reprefented in the moft 
moving colours the indignity offuffering the holy'pla- 
ces to remain under the dominion of infidels. But 

the 

a Soli etiam Dominici fepulcri tcmplo, ejulque cultoribus chri- 
flianis parcebant, propter tributa quee ex oblatione fidelium afiidue 
eis fideliterque folvebantur, una cum ecclefia fanftae Mariae ad 
Latinos qux etiam tributaria erat. Alb, Aquenf. 1 . 6. p. 281. 


Hljlory of the Knights of Malta. 1 7 

die power of thefe Barbarians was fo formidable, tne 
Greek empire fo weakened, and moreover the princes 
of Europe fo remote and difunited among themfelves, 
that the delivery of Jerufalem was looked upon as an 
impracticable attempt. # /pi. a 

Yet a fingle man called Peter the Hermit, o; the Jf*** . 
diocefs of Amiens, who had himfelf experienced part 
of the miferies before mentioned, formed the bold de- 
fign of recovering the Holy Land into the hands or 
the Chriftian princes. He £rlh addreded himfelf to 
Simeon the Greek patriarch, a prelate of great piety. 

And as the hermit founded part of his views upon 
the eaftern Chriftians, and the power of the Greek em- 
pire, the patriarch replied, he faw plainly that he 
Ipoke of the forces of that empire as a dranger, and 
without knowing them ; adding, that nothing was 
now left of that great title but an empty name, and a 
dignity without power; that the Turcomans, taking^ 
advantage of the weaknefs of the emperors, and of 
the divifions and intedine wars that were continu- 
ally breaking out in the empire, had lately feized^ 
on mod of the provinces fituated upon the coaft ot 
the Euxine fea, and, as a monument of their victo- 
ries, had given them the name of Turcomania ; that 
the other provinces of the empire were ravaged in their 
turns, fometimes by the inroads of Barbarians, and 
frequently for want of pay, by the very Chriftian troops 
placed there for their defence ; that the grandees of the 
empire, in hopes of mounting the throne, had mod of 
them no other thought than how to raife feditions in 
the imperial city, or debauch the armies into rebellion ; 
that the empredes, who never reckoned chadity among, 
the virtues, had often made the imperial dignity ferve 
as a recompence to their adulterers; that even the eu- 
nuchs of the palace, monders that are neither men nor 
women, had, by their intereft and intrigues, a great 
fhare in thefe revolutions, and that within thirty years 
pad they had feen no lefs than ten emperors upon the 
throne of the great Condantine, mod of whom end- 
ed their reign by a tragical death, or at lead with the. 
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lols of their eyes ; and if any were fullered to live or 
enjoy the ufe of their fight, it was only becaufe they 
were^defpifed to fuch a degree, that being fent to a 
mo nailery, they were not reckoned any longer in the 
number of the living; that the emperor Michael Du- 
cat, furnamed Parapinaces, had been dethroned by 
Nicephorus Botoniates ; and the ufurper, to fecure the 
crown to himfelf, had made prince Conflantine Ducas 
(chief! fon of Michael, and husband to Helena, daugh- 
ter of Guifcard the Norman) an eunuch; that the em- 
peror Alexis Comnenus, who was then upon the throne, 
had made his way to it by the like treacheries, and by 
rebelling againfl Botoniates, whom he had depofed in 
his turn; that this new emperor was indeed a man 
of capacity, but more feared by his fubje&s than by his 
neighbours; and that, after all, fo far was any one 
from having reafon to flatter himfelf with the fufflcien- 
cy of this prince’s power to fettle the Chriflians again 
in Jerufalem, that he was hard put to it to flop the 
progrefs of the arms of the Turcomans, who had 
lately feized on Nice, which the Selgeucidians of the 
third ’dynafly had made the capital of that particular 
monarchy ; that in another quarter, Alexis was en- 
gaged in war .with Robert Guifcard, count or duke 
of Calabria, and Bohemund his fon, Norman princes, 
and irreconcileable enemies to the Greeks ; that they 
had taken the fleld and ravaged the territories of the 
empire, to revenge themfelves on Alexis for his impri- 
fonment and cruel ufage of the princefs Helena, daugh- 
ter to Guifcard, and wife to Conflantine Ducas; that 
thefe two Norman princes, enraged at his perfidiouf- 
nefs, and for the delivery of the princefs, had invad- 
ed Thrace, cut Alexis’s armies in pieces, and would 
have dethroned him in his turn, had not other affairs, 
which they were obliged to attend, called them back 
for a time into Italy ; but that the emperor was in 
continual apprehenfions that the thunderbolt to hurl 
him from his throne would be lanced from that houfe. 

The patriarch from this difeourfe concluded, that 
in order to deliver the Holy Land out of the hands of 
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the infidels, no affiftance was to be expetted from the 
Greeks, and that nothing but a league of the Latin 
princes could make fo difficult an enterprise fucceed. 
This propofal ftartled the hermit ; but far from abat- 
ing his zeal, tho’ he forefaw all the difficulties attend- 
ing it, he hill flattered himfelf that they might be got 
over with the affiftance and protection of the pope. The 
patriarch by his advice wrote to the head of the church 
in the molt moving terms. The hermit undertook to 
deliver his letters, took (hipping at the port of Joppa 
or Jafa, arrived in Italy, presented the patriarch’s let- 
ters to the poope, and laid before him, with tears in his 
eyes, the miferable condition that the Chriftians of 
Jerufalem were reduced to. He added, that the Ara- 
bians or Sarazens had built a mofque upon the old 
ruins of the famous temple of Solomon; that the ve- 
nerable church of the holy fepulchre, under the domi- 
nion of the Turcomans, was every moment in danger 
of the like profanation ; that the Chriftian women and 
virgins were often expofed to the brutality of thofe Bar- 
barians ; and if any youths fell into their power, they 
had reafon to be afraid of infamies more infupportable 
than death itfelf ; in fine, that the Holy Land, watered 
formerly with the precious blood of the Saviour of 
mankind, was entirely reduced under their tyranny* 
yet it was not impoffible to refeue it from that fcanda- 
lous flavery, would he but vouchfafe to engage mod 
of the European princes in an enterprize fo worthy of 
his zeal and piety. 

The pope that the hermit applied to was Urban II. 
a Frenchman by birth, and born at Chattillon on the 
Marne. Though the air and habit of a Angle hermit 
did not prepoffefs him in his favour ; yet his hoiinefs 
heard him out with much humanity, and v/as the lefs 
furprized at the greatnefs of his projett, J^ecaufe pope 
Gregory VII. a pontiff who imagined himfelf the fo- 
vereign of kings, and whofe vail attempts had no 
bounds, had likeways formed a defign of obliging all 
the Chriftian princes by his authority to take up arms 
againft the Mahometans, Urban, who, upon the death 

of 
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oft^i&or III. had juft fucceeded him, had no lefs zeal 
than he ; but being more regular in his views, he d'‘d 
not think it proper to declare himfelf, till he had 
firft founded the difpofition, and examined into the 
forces of the princes of Europe. This prudent con- 
duct was founded upon the general difeontent which 
the emperors and monarchs ofChriftendom had ihewn* 
at the odious pretenfion3 of Gregory, who, under co- 
lour of a fpiritual authority, which they could not 
difpute, had attempted to reduce all fovereign Princes 
to the condition of his tributaries and vafthls. Urban, 
it is likely, was very fenfible, that at a time of fo 
much uneafmefs and difeontent, when every thing 
that came from the court of Rome might be fufpedted 
of a fecret ambition, it was not proper to make ufe of 
his own name and authority openly to oblige the 
Chriftian princes to take up arms, for fear the defign 
fhould mifearry. He refolved therefore firft to have 
only the neceftity and merit of it recommended from- 
the pulpit. With this view, calling the hermit, and 
extolling highly his zeal, he exhorted him to travel 
over moft of the provinces of Chriftendom, and ftir 
up fovereigns and their fubje&s toarm'forrefcuing the 
Holy Land from the dominion of the infidels; and 
the pope, at taking leave, gave him to underftand, 
that if his million fucceeded well, they might depend 
on the fpiritual treafures of the church, and even pow- 
erful fuccours of men and money fhould not be want- 
ing to thofe who would engage in fo holy an enter- 
prize. 

The hermit, diftnifted with his holinefs’s bleffing, 
traverfed all Europe in lefs than a year’s time. Where - 
ever he went he put every thing in motion : the jragL 
cal deferiptions that he gave of the profanation ofthe 
holy places; his lively and pathetick exhortations; 
his long and uncouth beard ; his walking barefoot ; 
his auftere life ; his excefilve abftinence, and even the 
money which he received only to give away immedi- 
ately to the poor; all this made him be regarded as a 
faint and a prophet, and the great world as well as 
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the populace, burnt with impatience to go to the Ho- 
ly Land to revenge the outrages of the infidels upon. 
Jefus ChriSl. 

The pope having notice of this furprizing 1095. 
fuccefs, refolved to declare himfelf. He called 
two councils the fame year, one at Placentia in Italy r 
the other at Clermont in Auvergne. At the council 
in Placentia there were no lefs than four thoufand ec- 
clefi a flicks, and more than thirty thoufand laity of 
different conditions ; but what was fall more extraor- 
dinary, was to fee (during the fchifm) feme Greek em- 
baffadors there. The emperor Alexis Comnenus had 
lent them to implore the affillance of the Latins again# 
the Turcomans, who, after feizing on the city of 
Nice, threatned Calcedon, and even Constantinople 
itfelf, with a fiege. The pope took occafion from this 
embafiy to bewail the miferies of the eafi, and efpecial- 
ly of Palefline, which was fallen under the Slavery of 
thofe Barbarians. At the account given by thefe em- 
baffadors of their cruelties, the whole affembly rang 
with indignation and rage. A thoufand confuted 
voices were heard, crying out, that they mull go and 
defend their brethren in Chrifi Jefus. The pope ex- 
horted them to remember this their generous resoluti- 
on when the proper time came for putting it in execu- 
tion. 

The fame zeal diflinguifhed itfelf in the council 
of Clermont ; where were prefent a great number of 
prelates, princes and nobility, moft of them French, 
or vaffals of the crown of France. After a difeourfe 
infinitely moving, made by the pope to perfuade the 
Chrillians to an expedition for delivering the Holy 
Land, out of the hands of the Mahometans, the whole, 
afiembly cried out as it were by concert, Dieu le veut, 
Dieu le veut, [ God will have it fo ; God will have 
it Joy ] and thefe three words ferved afterwards for a 
device and Ihout of war in the army : and for the di- 
stinguishing of fuch as engaged in this holy enterprize, 
it was ordered, that they Should wear a red crofs on 
their right Shoulder. 
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- A s foon as the council was broke up, the bifhops 
who had afliiled at it, returning to their dioceffes, be- 
gan to preach the croifade, and did it with fuch fuc- 
cefs, that all the world was for taking the voyage of 
Afia. It looked as if there had been no other way 
to heaven but this ; they ftrove who fhould fet out 
firll ; princes, lords, gentlemen, citizens and peafants, 
every one quitted with joy what he held mofl dear, 
wife, children and parents, fa true is it, that menfeeni' 
only made to imitate one another. 

In truth, all that took upon them the crufade were 
not led by the fame motives : fevcral went into the eaft 
only out ofinterefted views, and in hopes of fettling 
there ; fome enrolled themfelves in this holy militia, 
only to avoid the imputation of cowardice ; others 
engaged in it out of levity, for company, and becaufe 
they would not part with their relations and friends. 
The very women did the fame, that they might not 
be feparated from their lovers ; in a word, the monk and 
the reclufe tired out with their cells, the peafant wea- 
ry of his labour, all blinded by the feeble glittering of 
a falfe zeal, abandoned their nation and former cal- 
ling all which in truth formed a prodigious number 
of crufaders. But amidft this multitude of people of 
various conditions, there were men indeed in abun- 
dance, yet but few foldiers ; and fuch an enterprize 
would have mifearried in its very infancy, even before 
the militia of the crufade had got out of Europe, had 
they not been fuftained by great bodies of regular 
troops, commanded by princes and lords of confum* 
mate valour and experience, and animated by a pure 
zeal for delivering the Holy Land out of the hands 
of the infidels. 

Among thefe lords were reckoned up * Raiment 
of St. Giles, count of Thouloufe, the firft who took 
the crofs, and who had already fignalized himfelf in 
Spain, at the^head of the armies of Alphonfo VI. a- 
gainft the Arabians and Sarazens of Africa ; Hugh 
iurnamed the Great, brother to Philip I. king of 

France, 
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and count of Vermandois in right of his Wife; Ro- 
bert, Duke of Normandy, brother to William Rufus, 
king of England ; Robert, count of Flanders ; Ste- 
phen, count of Charters and Blois ; Godfrey of 'Bou- 
logne, count of the lower Lorrain or Brabant, with 
his brothers Eudace and Baldwin; Baldwin du Bourg 
their coufm, and fon to the count of Retel, befides 
a great number of other lords and gentlemen, moll of 
them fubjedls or vaffals of the crown of France, who 
fold their cattle and lands on that occafion, to furnifh 
the expence of this armament. 

None of the kings of Europe appeared in this frit 
expedition. Henry IV. fon of Conrad II. furnam- 
ed the Salique, was at that time emperor of Germa- 
ny : and whether we confider his dignity, or reflett 
upon his lingular bravery, his great experience in the 
command of his armies and forces, there was not in 
all Chridendom a prince more worthy to be at the 
head of the crufade. But in all appearance he was 
detained in his own dominions by the difFerences- 
which had broke out between the popes and empe- 
rors, and had for more than fifty years been tear- 
ing the church aud the empire in pieces. The form 
of giving invediture of the great ecclefiadical digni- 
ties was the pretence ; but the fovereignty of Rome 
and Italy was the true reafon of thefe differences. The 
popes, placed in that high degree of temporal power, 
to which the liberality of the kings of France had 
raifed them, could not bear to hear fpeak of the rights 
which the kings of the Romans and the emperors of 
the wed had exercifed formerly in Rome, and over the 
red of Italy. Hence arofe fchifms, wars and infurrec- 
tions, which hindered the emperor from leaving Ger- 
many and the center of his dominions. The effe- 
minacy and a criminal attachment which Philip I. 
king of France, had for Bertrade, wife of Fulk le Re- 
chin, count of Anjou, detained him in his kingdom. 
To fay nothing of William Rufus, king of England, 
fon of William the Badard, duke of Normandy, who 
had conquered the Englifn, a haughty and redlefs na- 
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tion, jealous of their liberty, and impatient of any go- 
vernment, more cfpecially of a foreign one ; fo that to 
be abfent at fuch a di (lance, in the beginning of a new 
reign, would have been contrary to all the rules of pru- 
dence. As for the kings of Caflile, Arragon and Na- 
varre, they were too much taken up in defending their 
own dominions from the Arabians and Sarazens of 
Spain, to dream of any other enterprizes. 

Spain, fince the invafion of the Sarazens, was be- 
come as it were the theatre of a continual crufade; and 
the braved of all the European nobility repaired ordi- 
narily thither, to make their iirft effay in arms againll 
thofe infidels. In this armament therefore for the Holy 
Land, there were fcarce any but private princes and 
French lords, whofe fathers, or at moll their grandfa- 
thers, taking advantage of the decline of the houfe of 
Charlemagne, and by virtue of their feoffments, had, 
from private governors of cities or provinces, erefled 
themfelves infenfibly into fovereigns of their govern- 
ments. Such was the origin of the many principali- 
ties, which at the end of the fecond, and beginning of 
the third race, had difmembered this powerful monar- 
chy. 

In the mean time, the princes who had ta- 1096. 
ken the crofs began their march from all parts. 

The Venetians, Genoefe and Pifans, commonwealths 
powerful at fea, tranfported part of them into Greece. 
The general rendezvous was in the plains nearConilan- 
tinople. The famous Bohemund, who had already 
made war with fuch glorious fuccefs upon the Sara- 
zens, and even upon the emperor Alexis, was at that 
time befeging a caflle in the Terra di Lavoro with 
count Roger his uncle. No fooner did he receive the 
firfb news of the croifade, with the number and quali- 
ty of the principal lords engaged in it, than, transport- 
ed with zeal, and feized with a pious rage, he cut in 
pieces his coat of arms, and made it into croffes, tak- 
ing the firft himfelf, and dillri outing the red to his 
principal officers. Among thefe lords were the brave 
Tancred his nephew, the counts Ranulph and Richard 
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his coufins, Herman de Cani, Humfrey fon of Ro- 
dolph, Robert de Sourdeval, and a great number of 
other gentlemen, all Normans by birth or defcent, 
whofe fathers or themfelves had, at the expence of the 
Sarazens and Greeks, made confiderable fettlements in 
Apulia, Calabria and Sicily. As thefe iliuflrious ad- 
venturers, or their defendants, will bear a great, part 
in the courfe of this hiflory, we think ourfelves oblig- 
ed to give a fhort account, on what occafion they tran- 
fported themfelves from the heart of Normandy, and 
fettled in the lower Italy, 

About the year 1000 or 1003, f° rt y Nor- 1003. 
man gentlemen, all warriors, who had fignaliz- 
ed themfelves in the armies of the dukes of Normandy, 
returning from the pilgrimage of the Holy Land, arriv- 
ed in Italy without arms, and only with their flaff and 
chaplet, the ufual equipage of pilgrims, and which our 
kings themfelves in the following crufades went to re- 
ceive at St. Dennis. Thefe Norman pilgrims hearing 
that ‘the town of Salerno was befieged by the Sara- 
zens, were prompted by a religious zeal to throw 
themfelves into the place. Guimard was prince of it, 
and fhut up in it. He furnifhed them with arms and hor- 
fes ; and thefe ftrangers made fo many unexpe&ed and . 
vigorous fallies upon the infdels, that they obliged 
them to raife the fiege. The prince of Salerno, ad- 
miring the bravery of thefe Normans, and their skill 
in the art of war, offered them rich prefents, and 
made a propofal of confiderable fettlements, in order 
to retain them in his fervice. But thofe gentlemen, 
called home by the love we naturally bear to our coun- 
try, refufed every thing that was offered them ,* and 
told him, they had no other view in taking up arms 
but the glory of God and the defence of religion. Up- 
on their departure, Guimard is faid to have fent de- 
puties after them, who, to excite the zeal and courage 
of the Norman gentry, and to engage them to come 
and fettle in Italy, carried into that province fluffs 
of great value, magnificent furniture for horfes, and 
even pomegranates, oranges, lemons and almonds, 
Vol. I. C which 
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which they prefented to feveral gentlemen, as a proof 
of the mildnefs of their climate, and the goodnefs of the 
foil, wherein they had the offer of lands and Caftles *. 

A great number of the Normans, tempted by the 
promifes of thefe envoys, took their wives and chil- 
dren, and bid adieu to their country ; and during this 
whole century, fome or other of that nation were con- 
tinually paffing into Italy. The moll confiderable of 
them were the fons of Tancrcd deHauteville, a gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood of Coutance in the lower 
Normandy. He had twelve fons, all bearing arms : 
The eldell, who ferved as a leader to thefe adventu- 
rers, was called William, and furnamed Bras de fer, 
or Iron arm, on account of his great ftrength and va- 
lour. Drogon or Dreux was the fecond ; Humfrey 
the third ; Herman, Robert and Roger were the three 
lalh Hiftory has not conveyed to us the names of the 
other fons of Tancred, and w r e do not fo much as 
know, whether they palled into Italy. 

There were in this country three forts of go- 
vernments, that of fome little princes, the old remains 
of the Lombards, and independent one of another : 
A fecond canton was fubjett to the Greek emperors ; 
but the Sarazens had ufurped the greater part of it. 
The fons of Hauteville foon formed a third power, 
which fwallovved up all the reft. The Italians and 
Greeks were, as we have obferved, the people who 
had called them in to their fuccour againll the Sara- 
zens. 

The Normans of Italy, united together under the 
banner of the fons of Hauteville, entered into the fer- 
vice of the Greeks, carried towns, won battles, and by 
their heroick aftions, drove the infidels out of moil 
of the places which they were poiTelTed of. But they 
were ill recompenfed for it. The Greeks, who had cal- 
led them in to their fuccour, inconftant and jealous 
of the power they infenfibly acquired in the country, 
made ufe of the worft of treacheries to deftroy the 
leaders of that nation. The fons of Hauteville were 

under 
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under a neceflity of Handing upon their defence again ft 
fuch fcoundrel enemies, and did it with their ufual va- 
lour, and fuch a train of fuccefs, that after num- 
berlefs fatigues, dangers and engagements, they took 
Calabria, Apulia and Sicily from the Greeks ; and 
perhaps were not forry to have been furnifhed with 
the pretence of an advantageous vengeance, and the 
opportunity of feizing on thofe rich countries. Upon 
this they divided thofe great provinces between them : 
Robert Guifcard had the county of Calabria, and 
was afterwards the moft powerful of all the brothers : 
He was called Guifcard, on account of his dexterity, 
and the ftratagems that he ufed in war ; and we are 
now going to fee prince Bohemund his eldeft fon, fo 
formidable already to the Greeks for his valour, di- 
ftinguifh himfelf as much againft the infidels by his 
conduct and management, and acquire a new glory 
in the eaft. 

This prince, before his departure, and in view of 
making a powerful acquifition in Alia, refigned his 
rights of primogeniture to his younger brother, named 
Roger after his uncle; referving to himfelf no other 
refource but the city of Tarento, and the hopes of 
making new conquefts in the eaft. After this he crof- 
ed the fea, at the head of ten thoufand horfe, and a 
great body of foot, and upon his landing, advanced 
towards Conftantinople, in order to join the other 
troops of the crufade. The pope wrote at the fame 
time to the emperor of Conftantinople, that above three 
hundred thoufand men were marching to his fuccour, 
and to deliver the holy places out of the hands of the 
infidels. He mentioned to him the principal chieftains 
of the crufade, and exhorted him to be expeditious in 
giving the neceftary orders for the fubfiflence of thefe 
troops. They arrived in rank and file fuccdiively from 
different places' ; and at a general review, made in 
the plains of Conftantinople, they muftered an hundred 
thoufand horfe, and no lefs than fix hundred thoufand 
foot, including priefts, monks, and an infinite number 
of women in mens cloaths, moft of which, to the 
C 2 fcandal 
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fcandal of Chriliianity, prollituted themfelv T es to the 
foldiers. 

The Greek emperor, inftead of a competent fuc- 
cour which he had asked, was flrangely furprized to fee 
his dominions over-run with fuch innumerable troops, 
as were in a condition to preferibe to him in the very 
capital of his own empire. Alexis was more particu- 
larly afraid of Bohemund, whofe valour and condu& 
he had felt; and to get rid of thefe allies, more ter- 
rible to him than open enemies, he refolved to gain 
the chiefs by carelfes and prefents, and at the fame 
time to leave no Hone untryed to cut off provifions 
from the foldiers, and deftroy fuch as ftrolled from 
their colours in fearch of them. By this artful con- 
duct, without declaring himfelf openly, he did the 
Latins more mifehief, than all the forces of the Tur- 
comans put together. 

By his orders, they carried every day prefents and 
refrelhments to the princes of the crufade ; nay, to re- 
move all kind of fufpicion, he would needs engage 
himfelf in it: he took the badge with great folemnity, 
and, by a treaty with the European princes, obliged 
himfelf to join his fleet with that of the Latins ; to 
furnifn them with provifions as far as Jerufalem, and 
to repair in perfon to the main body of the army, at 
the head of his troops, in order to adl in concert a- 
gainil the infidels, whether Turcomans, Arabians or 
Sarazens. 

Those of the crufade, blinded by thefe fine promif- 
es, agreed, on the other hand, to reftore him Nice, 
which the Turcomans had lately feized, and fuch o- 
ther places belonging to the empire as they lhould re- 
cover from the Barbarians ; or at leaft, in cafe the 
Latins were for keeping them, it was agreed that 
they lhould do homage to him for them. In purfu- 
ance of this treaty, feveral weftern lords, hoping to 
make themfelves mailers of fome principalities in the 
eaft, took the oath of fidelity to him beforehand. 

The emperor, notwithllanding thefe precautions, 
being Hill uneafy to fee a formidable army at the 

gates 
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gates of his capital, and in a condition to prefcribe to 
him what terms they pleafed even in his own palace, 
was continually prelfing the chiefs to lofe no time in 
entering Bithynia, that, as he pretended, they might 
furprize and get the rtart of the infidels : he even fur- 
nifhed them with a great number of tranfports for 
that purpofe. The princes, deceived by this appear- 
ance of zeal for the common caufe, parted the Bof- 
phorus, and, after fome days march, invert- 
ed Nice. Soliman the Turcoman of the May 14. 
Selgeucidian race, a relation ofTogrul-beg, 1097. 
and fultan of Iconium, had thrown aftrong 
garrifon into Nice.* The attack was brisk, and the 
defence very obftinate; the Turcomans difputed the 
ground inch by inch, and only yielded to a formidable 
power, which no place feemed able to hold out a- 
gamil. The governor, after a feige of thirty four days, 
furrendered Nice to the Latin Chriftians, who, pur- 
fuant to their treaty with the Greek emperor, 
fairly delivered it up to the officers of that June 20. 
prince, with the wife and children of Soli- 
man, who, by the capitulation, remained prifoners 
of war. 

Alexis was not fo much affe&ed with the taking 
of Nice, as he w r as alarmed at the valour and courage 
which thofe of the crufade had fhewn in the attack. 
He made no quertion but they would foon fubdue the 
greater part of Aiia ; and were he to chufe his neigh- 
bours, he was for thofe that he thought the weakert, 
and no longer dreamed of any thing but making a fe- 
cret alliance with the infidels, to traverfe the conquerts 
of the Latin Chrirtians, which now appeared to him 
the more formidable of the two. 

With this view, he reftored Soliman his^ wife and 
children, as an earnert of the friendfhip he was de- 
firous to contraft with him. They entered into a 
rtri& alliance ; and the perfidious Greek, in execution 
of this fecret treaty, far from going in perfon to the 
Chriflian army, fupplying it with provifions, or join- 
C 3. ing 
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ing his fleet to that of the Latins, according to his en- 
gagements in the treaty of Conflantinople, gave private 
o rders to the generals of his army to keep clofe to that 
o* the Latins ; and his troops, in concert with thofe of 
Soliman, cut in pieces the foldiers that ftraggled, either 
to feek provifions, or to go a foraging. 

The fultan did not rely fo entirely on the treaty 
he had juft made with the emperor, but that he 
thought at the fame time of procuring fuch fuccours as 
were more to be depended on. For this purpofe he 
made application to the fultans of Antioch, Aleppo, 
Bagdat and Perfia, all princes of his own nation, of 
the fame houfe, and interefted as neighbours to pre- 
vent his ruin. Thefe princes immediately levied vaft 
armies ; and if, on the one hand, all France in a 
manner had pafled into the caft with thofe of the cru- 
fade, it looked on the other hand , as if the greateft 
part of Afia had taken up arms on this occaflon. 

So general and vaft an armament alarmed the ca- 
liph of Egypt, whofe empire extended into Syria, and 
as far as Laodicea. This prince, an Arabian by de- 
fcent, and chief of the fe£t of Ali, fearing leaft the 
Turcomans, who acknowledged the caliph of Bagdat 
for their head in fpirituals, fhould, under pretence of 
oppoflng the Latin Chriftians, turn their arms ap-ainlt 
him, fent ambaffadors to the princes of the crufade, 
to propofe a league againft all the Turcomans. And 
as he was fenfible that the conqueft of Jerufalem was 
the main view of the Chriftian army, it was ftipulated 
by a treaty, that he ftiould declare himfelf againft 
their common enemies; that each of them ftiould fe- 
parately attack the Turcomans ; that the capital of 
Judea fhould, with all its dependencies, be put into 
the hands of the Latin Chriftians ; that for his part 
he ftiould refume the pofteftion of the other places 
which the T urcomans had taken from him ; and if 
they extended their conquefts to the territories of the 
enemy, they fhould be divided equally between them.* 

The 
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The Chriftian princes having figned this treaty, 
fent it back to the caliph by his ambafladors, together 
with others from themfelves, to affiit in their name at 
the ratification of it. 

But the politick caliph, who was for regulating 
his condudt by events, detained the ambaffadors at his 
court upon various pretences, to fee, before he de- 
clared himfelf more openly, on which fide the vidtory 
would turn. 

By the treaty between the princes of the crufade 
and the emperor Alexis, they were obliged, as we 
have faid, to put into his hands all fuch imperial 
towns as they fhould take from the infidels, or elfe to 
hold them of him as his vaffals: and the emperor, for his 
part, was to fend his troops to the main body of the 
army, and fupply the Latins with provifions till the 
taking of Jerufalem. 

But as the Greek prince openly broke his word, 
the princes of the crufade thought themfelves difcharg- 
ed of their engagements. Thefe princes, after the tak- 
ing of Nice, continued their march and their con- 
quefts, dividing their troops for their more eafy fub- 
fiftence. Thole who commanded thefe different bo- 
dies, feized on moft^of the towns in Anatolia. All 
Cilicia fell before them: Baldwin, brother to Godfrey, 
made himfelf maker of the county of Edeffa, the peo- 
ple whereof, though fubjeft to the Turcomans, were 
moft of them Chriftians ; and, to ftrengthen himfelf 
againft the infidels, he ftruck up an alliance with an 
Armenian prince, and married his niece. 

The main army of the Latins advancing Oft, 21 . 
into Syria, marched up to Antioch, and in- 
veiled it. There was in the city a compleat army for 
a garrifon ; and feveral bodies of Turks, coming up to 
relieve the place, kept the Chriftians themfelves in a 
manner befieged. The fiege of Antioch at the end of 
feven months was fcarce farther advanced than it was 
the firft day, and they would have been obliged to 
rife up, had it -not been for the contrivance of Bohe- 
mund, who gained one of the chief inhabitants. By 

means 
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means of this intelligence, one of the gates was open- 
ed to him, and this prince, at the head of the troops 
which lie commanded, firft entered the place, and 
planted his ftandards on the towers of Antioch. The 
princes of the crufade in requital, granted him the fo- 
vereignty of it, and he preferred afterwards, by his va- 
lour, a principality that he had acquired by his ma- 
nagement ; . a prince young and handfome, of a ready 
capacity and infinuating behaviour, as great a politi- 
cian as he was a foldier, and of whom the princefs 
Anna, in the hiftory of her father the emperor Alexis, 
fays fo many good things, and at the fame time fo 
many bad ones ; both perhaps becaufe fhe liked him 
too well. 

The taking of Antioch, and a fignal vi£to- 
June 28. ry gained by Bohemund over Querbouca, 
1098. general of Berearuc, fultan of Perfia, and 

ion of GellaJeden, opened a free paffage 
to the conquek of Jerufalem. But the caliph of Egypt 
was beforehand with theChrikians. That infidel prince, 
taking advantage of the confufion the Selgeucidians 
were in, took the field, and recovered the capital of 
Judea, which the Turcomans had feized about thirty 
eight years before. 

The caliph of Egypt, feeing the Chrikians and 
Turcomans equally weakened by fuch a number of 
fieges and engagements, found his interek had chang- 
ed with his fortune. He fent their ambaffadors back 
to the princes of the crufade, without thinking fit to 
ratify the treaty concluded with his minikers ; and 
charged the Chrikian ambaffadors to tell their makers, 
that having been happy enough to recover with his 
own forces alone a place which his predeceffors were 
in poffeffion of more than four hundred years, he knew 
very well how to keep it without any foreign fuc- 
cour ; but the gates of it fhould be always open to Chri- 
kian pilgrims, provided they came thither but in fmall 
numbers, and without arms. 

The princes of the crufade refen ting this breach of 
faith, and giving thexnfelves little diflurbance about his 

power, 
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power, fent him word, that with the fame keys with 
which they had opened the gates of Nice, Antioch, 
Tarfus and Edefia, they knew how to open thofe of 
Jerufalem : And after refrelhing their troops during 
the winter-feafon and part of the fpring, 
they marched ftraight to Jerufalem, and 1099. 
arrived there the feventh of June, A. D. June 7. 
I0 99- 

Of that infinite number of the crufade which fet 
out from Europe, which amounted to near feven hun- 
dred thoufand men, the greateft part had either perill- 
ed in the field, were carried off by ficknefs, or had 
deferted their colours, without reckoning the garrifons 
they were obliged to leave in Cilicia, the county of 
Edeffa, and principality of Antioch ; fo that there 
hardly remained twenty thoufand foot and fifteen hun- 
dred horfe fit for fervice. 

The caliph, or rather Aladin, fultan and general of 
the caliph, had thrown forty thoufand regular troops 
into the place, befides twenty thoufand inhabitants, 
Mahometans by religion, whom he had obliged to 
take up- arms. The governor of the city Ihut up the 
Chriftians he fufpedtedin different prifons, and among ( 
the reft, the adminiftrator of the hofpital of St. John 
of Jerufalem. 

He was a Frenchman, and named Gerard, born, 
as fome hiftorians 4 relate, in the ifland of Martigues 
in Provence. A defire of vifiting the holy places had 
brought him to Jerufalem, where feeing the charity 
exercifed in«the hofpital of St. John, and being moved 
with fo eminent an example, he had devoted himfelf 
long before to the fervice of the pilgrims, at the fame 
time that Agnes, a Roman lady of iliuftrious birth, go- 
verned the houfe appointed for the reception of per- 
fons of her fex. 

All pilgrims were admitted into the hofpital of St. 
John without diftindlion of Greek and Latin ; the 
very infidels received alms there ; and the inhabitants 
in general, of what religion foever they were, looked 

upon 
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upon the adminiftrator of the hofpital, as the common 
father of all the poor of the city. 

’Tvvas this general efteem, and the fear left he 
fhould make ufe of it in favour of the befteged, that 
induced the governor to have him taken into cuftody. 
That commander, to render the fiege more difficult, 
caufed all the wells and cifterns for five or fix miles 
round the city to be filed up : at the fame time, he 
demolifhed the fuburbs, and burnt all fuch timber be- 
longing to the houfes as might ferve for making mili- 
tary engines. But all thefe precautions, the fortifica- 
tions of the place, and a numerous garrifon, did not 
hinder the Chriftians from fitting down before it. 

( This city, one of the fineft in the eaft, and ever 

‘famous for the myfteries of our redemption therein ac- 
eomplifhed, had undergone feveral revolutions. No 
body can be ignorant of all the horrors of the fiege 
laid to it by Titus Vefpafian, who, without any fuch 
tlcfign, fulfilled the prophecies concerning it. The 
temple was entirely demolifhed, even in fpite of the 
conqueror himfelf. The emperor Adrian, after de- 
ftroying it a fecond time, rebuilt it again ; but then he 
made it of lefs compafs, and changed its name' to JE- 
lia, becaufe he himfelf was called iElius. Jerufalem 
recovered its name and its former glory under Conftan- 
tine the firft Chriftian emperor. Cofroes, grandfon of 
another Cofroes, king of Perfia, in the time of the em- 
peror Phocas, laid the Holy City again defolate ; thir- 
ty thoufand inhabitants were put to the (word, and the 
famous church of St. Sepulchre was deftroyed. Hera- 
clius, fucceffor to Phocas, recovered Jerufalem, and 
caufed the churches to be rebuilt. About the middle 
of the feventh century it was taken, as we obferved 
before, by the caliph Omar ; and the Sarazen Maho- 
metans had been mafters of it for near four hundred 
years, when the Turcomans drove them thence. The 
fultan of Egypt had retaken it during the fiege of An- 
tioch. That which the princes of the crufade laid to 
it lafted only five weeks. Godfrey of Bouillon threw 
himfelf firft into the city by means of a wooden tower 

which 
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which he clapped to the walls. The count of Tho- 
loufe, who commanded at another attack, 
had the fame advantage; the whole army 1099. 
crowded into the place; they put all that July 15. 
made any refinance to the fword ; and not 
only fo, but fuch alfo as threw down their arms. A- 
fcove ten thoufand inhabitants, who had been promif- 
ed quarter, were maffacred afterwards in cold blood ; 
infants were inhumanly butchered at the bread:, and in 
the arms of their mother ; every thing * fwam in blood, 
and the conquerors, tired at lad: with daughter, looked 
on it themfelves with horror. 

This military rage ceafed at length, and gave way 
to more Chridian fentiments. The chieftains, after the 
neceffary precautions for the fecurity of their conqued, 
laid adde their arms, and went barefoot, with their 
foldiers after them, to proftrate themfelves before the 
holy fepulchre. Nothing was to be heard in that fa- 
cred place but fighs and groans. ’Twas a moving 
fpeflacle indeed to fee with what devotion thefe foldi- 
ers of the crufade vifited and killed the memorials of 
our Saviour’s fufferings ; and, what is dill more fur- 
prizing, thefe tears and fentiments of piety came from 
thofe very foldiers, who but a moment before had a- 
bandoned themfelves to the moil fhocking cruelties : 
fo true it is, that men are often led by principles en- 
tirely oppofite. 

The next day the bifhops and priefts offered the 
holy facridce in the churches, to return thanks to God 
for their happy fuccefs. They gave immediate ad- 
vice of it to pope Pafchal II. who then filled the chair 
of St. Peter, and ordered the day of its reduction to 
be annually obferved as a folemn fedival for ever- 

From the duties of religion, they paffed next to the 
cares of government. The princes and lords' affem- 
bled to determine who fhould be inveded with the fo- 
vereignty of this conqued. Every one* according to 

his 

a Chiiftiani cum paganis quinto belk> conferto, tanta in eos ca?- 
de debacchati funt, ut in fanguine occiforum equitsrint ufque ad 
genua equorum. Sig. Gembkc. p. 61 1. 
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his inclination or interefts, propofed different perfons 
to fill that great dignity. Some named Raimond, 
count of Tholoufe ; others Robert duke of Norman- 
dy ; but at laft all their votes united in favour of God- 
frey of Bouillon, a prince ftill more illuftrious ior his 
piety than for his fingular valour. The heads of the 
crufade conducted him in a folemn manner to the 
church of the holy fepulchre, in order to crown him 
there. But while the ceremony of inauguration was 
performing, the religious prince refufed a crown of 
gold which they offered him, protefting loudly, that 
they fhould never fee fo magnificent a crown upon his 
head, in a place where the Saviour of the world was 
crowned with one of thorns. He likeways abfolutely 
refufed the auguft name of king, and took only the 
fimple title of prote&or, or defender of the holy fe- 
pulchre. 

In the mean time, the caliph of Egypt’s general, 
knowing nothing of the taking of Jerufalem, was 
marching at the head of his army to raife the fiege ; 
but Godfrey prevented him. He advanced to meet 
him, attacked him on the edge of the defarts which 
divide Paleftine from Egypt, and beat and routed his 
army. In acknowledgement, and for a memorial of this 
new vidlory, he founded a chapter of Latin canons in 
the church of the holy fepulchre : he founded alfo an- 
other fome time after in the church of the temple, 
which ferved before for a mofque to the infidels, and 
thefe canons in both churches followed the rule of St.. 
Auguftin, as cardinal James de Vitri, bifhop of Acre, 
relates in his hiftory, 3 an author, who, in refpect of the 
affairs of the eafc, ought to be regarded as the original 
hiftorian. 

The prince vifited next the houfe of the hofpitallers 
of St. John, the firft which the Latin Chriftians ever 
had in the city of Jerufalem. He was received there 
by the pious Gerard, and the other adminiftrators of 
the fame fraternity; and there he found a great num- 
ber of the foldiers of the crufade, who had been 

wounded 
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Wounded in the fiege and carried thither, after the tak- 
ing of the place : all of them agreed in extolling the 
great charity of the hofpitallers, who fpared no pains 
for their relief. 

The cardinal de Vitri relates, that the bread of 
fhefe hofpitallers was made only of bran and the coar- 
fell flower, whilft they referved the finefl part for the 
fuftenance of the fick and wounded ; a circumftance 
indeed inconfiderable enough, if any thing can be fo 
that proceeds from an eminent fund of charity. 

Several young gentlemen, who had jufl an happy 
experience of it, renounced all thoughts of returning 
into their own country, and devoted themfelves in 
the houfe of St. John to the fervice of the poor and 
pilgrims. Among the illuftrious perfons of the cru- 
fade, who took the habit of hofpitallers, were Rai- 
mond, deputy of the province of Dauphiny ; Dudon 
de Comps, of the fame province ; Gaftus or Callus, of 
the city of Berdeiz ; Canon de Montaigu, of the pro- 
vince of Auvergne, and a great number befldes. 

Though Godfrey by this means loft fome gallant 
men who had done him great fervices, he could not 
but look upon their change with joy, and perhaps with 
a pious emulation. But if the intereft and prefervati- 
on of Jerufalem kept him ftill at the head of the ar- 
my, he would at leaft contribute to the fupport of the 
houfe of St. John, and therefore annexed to it the 
lordfhip of Montboire, with all its dependencies, which 
was formerly part of his own demefne in Brabant. 

Most of the princes and lords of the crufade fol- 
lowed his example. The hofpital was in a little time 
enriched with a great number of lands and manors, as 
well in Europe as in Paleftine. This was in the hands 
of the pious Gerard, a facred truft and certain fund for 
the relief of all the diftrefled. The holy 
man was as yet only a mere fecular admi- Gerard 
niftrator; but after the taking of Jerufa- Redlor. 
lem, the defire of greater perfection induc- 
ed him to propofe to the brothers and fifters of the 
hofpital to take a regular habit, and dedicate their life 
in the hofpital to the fervice of the poor and pilgrims. 
Vol.L D The 
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The brothers and lifters of the fraternity of hofpi- 
tallers, by his advice and example, renounced the 
world, and took the regular habit, which is a plain 
black robe, having a white linen crofs of eight points 
faftened to it on the left fide near the heart : And the 
patriarch of Jerufalem, after £rft clothing them with 
it, received from them three folemn vows of the order, 
which they made publickly at the foot of the holy fe- 
pulchre. 

Pope Pafchal II. fome years after, confirmed this 
new' inftitution, exempted the hqufe of Jerufalem, and 
fuch as were dependent on it, from the payment of 
tithes, confirmed all endowments made or to be made 
in favour of the hofpital, and granted, by a fpecial or- 
der, that after the death of Gerard, the hofpitallers 
Should have the foie right of electing a new Superior, 
without the interpofttion of any power, either Secular 
or ecclenaftical. 

In the mean time the foldiers of the crufade, having 
refcued the Holy City from ftavery, moft of them pre- 
pared for their return to Europe. Of all that prodigi- 
ous number that let out from thence, and entered Afia, 
there Laid only with Godfrey two thoufand foot and 
three hundred horfe that were attached to his fortune, 
befides the brave Tancred, who would never abandon 
him. Baldwin, brother tfo Godfrey, retired to Edeffa 
in Mefopotamia, of which he had made himfelf ma- 
fier; Euftace, another brother of Godfrey’s, returned 
back to France ; and Bohemund being made prince 
of Antioch, fixed his refidence there. 

Every one of thefe princes -was attended with the 
lords, gentlemen, officers and foldiers, who had come 
to the Holy Land under -their Banner, and in order to 
keep thefe gallant gentlemen with them, they procur- 
ed them confiderable fettlements in their territories, as 
a teftimony and recompenfe of their valour ; and thefe 
feveral principalities may be faid to be all inhabited 
by a nation of conquerors. 

The reft of the crufade, whom the love of their coun- 
try called back into Europe, returning home, publish- 
ed 
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cd their coirqucfls, and the wonders God had vouch - 
fafed to work by their arms. There is no exprefling 
the tranfport of die people, and the eiredl this extraor- 
dinary news had upon their minds. Of all the nations 
of chriftendom, and of all profeflions indifferently, 
there were forming continually as it were new bri- 
gades of pilgrims, who quitted their all to have the 
latisfadion of feeing the Holy City delivered from the 
tyranny of the infidels. They were entertained in the 
houfe of St. John, and found there a certain, and even 
an agreeable fubflftence. 

This flux and reflux of pilgrims, all of whom car- 
ried back into their country teftimcnies of the chari- 
ty of the hofpitallers, occafloned them new benefacti- 
ons from moft of the princes of the welt ; fo that there 
was fcarce a province in Chriltendom, where the houfe 
of St. John had not large eflates, and very conflderable 
fettlements. 

It was not long before the pious Gerard caufed a 
magnificent temple to be ereded in honour of St. John 
the Baptift, and in a place which, according to ancient 
tradition, had ferved for a retreat to Zacharias, father 
to that great faint. Near this church were built vari- 
ous apartments and vafc buildings, fome for the hof- 
pitallers to dwell in, and others to entertain the pil- 
grims, and lodge the poor and fick. The hofpitallers 
treated them all with equal charity ; they walhed with 
pleafure the feet of the pilgrims, drefled the fores of 
the wounded, and attended the lick, whilA the holy 
priefts belonging to the houfe adminifcred to them the 
facraments of the church. 

The zeal of the hofpitallers was not confined with- 
in the city or territory of Jerufalem ; the headland fu- 
perior of this growing fociety extended his cares even 
into the well : Out of the eflates, which he poflefled 
by the liberality' of Chriflian princes, he founded hof- 
pitals in the principal maritime provinces of Europe ; 
and thefe houfes, which were a fort of daughters to 
that of Jerufalem, and may be looked upon as the firft 
commanderies of this order, ferved to celled the pil- 
D z grims 
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grims in a body, who had devoted themfelves to the 
voyage of the Holy Land. Care was there taken for 
their embarkation ; they found fhips, guides and con- 
voys ; at the fame time that other care was taken of fuch 
as fell fick, and w'ere not in a condition to continue fo 
long a voyage. 

Such were the houfes of St. Giles in Provence, Se- 
vil in Andalufia, of Tarento in Apulia, Mefiina in Si- 
cily, and abundance of others, which pope Pafchal II. 
took afterwards, like that of Jerufalem, under the parti- 
cular protection of the holy fee, and w hich his fuccef- 
fors honoured with various privileges. 

Whilst this new r order w r as thus recommending it- 
felf no lefs in Europe than in Afia, Godfrey of Bouil- 
lon, to reduce a confufed military government to feme 
form and regularity, called a kind of affembly of the e- 
ftates of the kingdom, where he enaCted new r laws, the 
collection of which, commonly called the alfize of Je- 
rufalem, was figned by that prince, and fealed with his 
coat of arms ; and becaufe this collection was lodged 
in the church of the holy fepulchre, it was generally 
called the writings of the holy fepulchre. The'prince, 
after cares fo worthy of a fovereign, took the field a- 
gain, and made himfelf matter of Tiberias, and the o- 
ther towns fituated on the lake of Gennefareth, and of 
the greateft part of Galilee, the government of which 
he gave to Tancred. 

Godfrey would have reduced all Paleftine, if a 
contagious ficknefs had not Hopped the progrefs of his 
arms. He died with the fame fentiments of piety that 
had brought him to the Holy Land ; and by 
i ioo. his death the Sarazens were rid of a formi- 
July 1 8. dable enemy, and the Chriftians loll a noble 
champion and great commander. He left 
two brothers behind him, whofe names were Euftace 
and Baldwin ; but as the eldeft was returned into Eu- 
rope, the younger,then count of Edeffa, was fentfor to 
fucceed him ; and this prince, before he went to Je- 
rufalem, refigned that large territory to the count du 
Bourg hjs coufin. 
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Baldwin aflumed the majeftick title of king, which 
Godfrey of Bouillon, out of a fpirit of piety, had re- 
fufed to accept. Baldwin was not perhaps inferior to 
his brother in valour ; but his courage was not fup- 
ported by an equal capacity in the conduct of an ar- 
my. He was more a foldier than a general, and not 
very fcrupulous in converfing with women ; which 
laft was the principal failing of this new fuccefl.br of 
David. 

This prince, who is reckoned the firft king of Je- 
rufalem, was in war all Ins reign, and engaged with 
various fuccefs, often victorious, fometimes beaten, but 
never difcouraged from fighting. After a defeat, he 
returned the next day to attack the infidels, and never 
let either his own foldiers or his enemies reft ; he be- 
fleged and took Ptolemais or Acre, a famous city and 
harbour. 

During his reign the city of Tripoli in 1101. 
Syria, after a fiege of four years, furrendered 
to Sourdain nephew to Raimond, count of Tholoufe, 
who delivered it up afterwards to Bertrand, the count’s 
natural fon. The king on his fide took Sidon and Be- 
rytus ; and all the places along the coaft yielded to 
the force of his arms, except Tyre alone, which he was 
defigning to befiege ; when after a reign of 
eighteen years, a dyfentery, occafioned by the 1 1 1 8, 
fatigues of war, carried him to his grave. 

Bald win du Bourg, or Baldwin II. his coufm, count 
ofEdeffa, fucccededhim in the crown of Jerufalem, as 
he had done before in that county, which lie refigned 
likeways in his turn to Jofceline de Courtenay his 
kinl'man. Baldwin, following the fteps of the two prin- 
ces his predeceffors, thought only of preferving by 
new conquefts the crown which they had acquired for 
him. But whilfl this prince by his valour kept the 
infidels at a diftance from the capital of Ju- 
dea, the hofpitallers loft the blefted Gerard, 1118, 
the father of the poor and pilgrims. That 
virtuous man, after having arrived to an exceedingold 
age, expired in the arms of his brethren, almoft with- 
D 3 out 
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out any ficknefs, and fell, as we may fay, like a fruit 
ripe for eternity. 

The hofpitallers aflembled after his death to chafe 
him a fucceffor, purfuant to the 
Raimond Dupuy bull of pope Pafchal II. There 
firftmili.ary Grand* was no divifion upon the point ; 
mailer. all their votes united in favour of 

brother Raimond D up uy, a gentle- 
man of the Province of Dauphiny, of an illuilrious 
ho ufe, which after fo many ages, is full fubfilling at 
this day under the name of Dupuy Montbrun. 

The blelfed Gerard, to engage the hofpitallers in 
the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, contented himfelf 
with infpiring into them fentiments of charity and hu- 
mility. His fuccelTor thought it neceflary to enforce 
the duty by particular ftatutes ; and with the confent 
of the whole chapter, drew them up in fuch a manner, 
that they feemed to have been made only to fecure in 
that holy houfe a more fure and llridt obfervance of the 
iblemn vows of their profeiTion. 

The new mailer of the hofpitallers formed a defign 
of adding to thefe and the duties of hofpitality, an ob- 
ligation to take up arms for the defence of the holy 
places ; and he refolvcd to draw out of his houfe a mi- 
litary body, and a fort of a perpetual crufade, who 
were to be fubjeft to the orders of the kings of Jerufa- 
lem, and to make a particular profeiTion of fighting a- 
gainli the infidels. 

For the clearing up of a fa£t fo important to the 
Order whofe hiitory we write, it mull be obferved, that 
what was called at that time the kingdom of Jerufa- 
lem, confifled only of that capital, and fome other ci- 
ties, feparated for the moll part by places Hill in pof- 
feiiion cf the infidels, fo that the Latins could not pafs 
from one to the other without danger, or a large guard. 
The country too about thefe Chrillian towns was Hill 
inhabited by Mahometan peafants, who looking on the 
Chriflians as enemies to their religion, afiaiTmated and 
robbed them, whenever they could- furprize them with 
advantage and without danger of difcovery . The La- 
tins were fcarce more fecure in the boroughs and tows 
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that were not walled ; robbers entered them by night 
and cut the throats of the inhabitants ; and what was 
yet more grievous, this little Hate was kill in a man- 
ner befieged on all Tides, either by the T urcomans or 
by the Sarazens of Egypt, two formidable powers, 
who, without aXing in concert, had yet neither of 
them any other view but to drive the Chrikians out 
of Syria and Palekine. Thus were the Latinsobliged 
to maintain an almok continual war : and in the win- 
ter feafon, when the armies were no longer able to 
keep the field, different parties of infidels were perpe- 
tually harafiing the country; dekroying all before 
them with fire' and fword, maffacring the men, and 
carrying the women and children away into an odious 
flavery. 

The maker of the hofpital, touched with thefe ca- 
lamities, and feeing himfelf at the head of a great bo- 
dy of hofpitallers, formed the mok noble, and withal 
the mok extraordinary defign, that ever entered into 
the mind of a monk, tied down by his profeffion to 
the fervice of the poor and Tick. 

God, who had infpired Raimond with this noble 
projeX, had given him all the qualities proper to make 
it lucceed; an illukrious birth, exalted fentiments, 
large and extended views, and an ardent zeal, which 
made him wiki for an opportunity of facrifcing his 
own life to fave that of a Chrikian, 

He was every moment reprefenting to himfelf the 
great number of the inhabitants of Palekine furprized 
and murdered by the infidels, others of them groaning 
in irons, the women and virgins expofed to the bruta- 
lity of robbers, and the debauches of thefe barbari- 
ans, yet more infupportable than their cruelties ; in a 
word, the Chrikians in general, either to avoid tor- 
ments, or to fave their life or honour, expofed to the 
temptation of renouncing Jefus Chrik. Thefe aifmal 
reflexions, and the defire of preferving to the Saviour 
of the world, the fouls which he had purchafed with 
his blood, continually perplexed the maker of the 
hofpital ; it was the ordinary fubjeX of his meditati- 
ons. 
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ons. He confulted every day at the foot of the altar 
the author and infpirer of this pious defign. PrcfTed at 
laft by a particular call, he fummoned a chapter, and 
propofed to his brethren of the order, to refume, as 
being foldiers of Jefus Chrift, the arms which moft of 
them had quitted to ferve him in the perfon of the poor, 
and in the hofpital of St. John. 

Raimond owed his dignity merely to the luftre of 
his virtues: his friars looked upon this propofal as a 
new inftance of his zeal ; and though it appeared not 
very compatible with their firft engagement, and the 
functions of hofpitality, yet the laudable defire of de- 
fending the holy places made them look over the dif- 
ficulties that might arife in the exercife of two fo diffe- 
rent profeffions. The hofpitallers, moft of them the 
companions or foldiers of Godfrey de Bouillon, gene- 
roufly relumed their arms with the patriarch’s permif- 
fion. However, they agreed never to make ufe of 
them but agamft the infidels ; and it was refolved, 
that without abandoning their firft engagements, or the 
care of fuch as were fick or in poverty, part of thefc 
monks fhould be ready to mount on horfeback whene- 
ver there was occafion, to oppofe the incurfions of the 
infidels. Befides, the order was by this time rich and 
powerful enough to hire forces upon preffing occafions : 
and it was afterwards by this fuccour that they fup- 
ported with fo much bravery the tottering throne of 
the kings of Jerufalem. 

^ Raimond, havi ng brought his brethren of the ord er 

into his project, is laid to have diftributed the whole 
body of the hofpitallers into three dalles. The firft con- 
fided of gentlemen of birth, who formerly held rank 
in the army ; thefe were appointed to bear arms. In 
the fecond clafs were the priells and chaplains, who, 
befides the ordinary functions of their chara&er, either 
in the church or in attendance upon the fick, were 
likeways obliged to ferve by turns as chaplains in the 
camp : and as to fuch as were neither of noble families, 
nor ecclefiafticks, they were called freres fervans, i. e. 
ferving brothers, from the office affigned them by the 

knights. 
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knights, as well with regard to the Tick as in the army; 
and they were diftinguifhed afterwards by a coat of 
arms differing in colour from that of the knights. 
N oth withftanding this diftinftion, allthe>e monksform- 
ed but one body, and fhared equally in molt of the 

rights and privileges of the order. < 

As this new ovder multiplied exceedingly in a little 
time, and moft of the young gentry flocked from dif- 
ferent parts of Europe to enrol themfelves under its 
banner, they made a new diftin&ion according to the 
country and nation of each knight, and divided them 
into (even languages, viz. thefe of Provence, Auver- 
gne, France, Italy, Arragon, Germany and England. 
This divinon is at this day Hill fubfifling in the fame 
manner, excepting that in the firfl: ages of the order, 
the priories, bailiwicks and commanderies were com- 
mon to all the knights indifferently; whereas thofe dig- 
nities have been fince annexed to each particular lan- 
guage and nation. The Englifhare no longer reckon- 
ed among thefe languages, knee herefy has infefted 
that kingdom ; and to that of Arragon they have add- 
ed the languages of Caftile and Portugal. 

The regular habit confifted of a black robe with a 
pointed mantle of the fame colour, upon which was 
fovved a pointed cowl. This fort of garment was cal- 
led manteau a bee, and had upon the left fide a crofs 
of white linen with eight points ; a drefs which in thofe 
firfl: times was, as well as the name of hofpitallers, 
common to all the monks of the order . 

But after thefe hofpitallers had taken upon them the 
military badge, perfons of high birth being out oi an 
idle punailio fhy of entering into an order where they 
were blended with ferving brothers,^ Alexander IV. 
to remove this obftacle, thought fit to fettle a pro- 
per diflinaion between the ferving brothers and the 
knights. With this view, he ordered, that for the fu- 
ture none but the latter fhould wear in the houfe the 
black mantle, and in the camp a fopra vefle, or coat 
of arms with a white crofs upon a red held like tire 
krms upon the ftandard of the order, which are Gueu- 
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les a la croix pleine cTargent ; and by a particular da- 
tute it was provided, tliatfuch knights, as diould in 
battle defert their rank and fly, fhould be deprived of 
the habit and crofs of the order. 

The form of government in this order feems to have 
been at that time, as it is now, purely aridocratical.The 
fupreme authority was veiled in the council, of which 
the mailer of the hofpitallers was prefident, and as 
fuch, he had two votes in cafe of a divifion. This coun- 
cil had the management of the great eflates poflefled by 
the order both in Alla and Europe. 

To take care of thefe eftates, they fent thither 
fome old hofpitallers with the title of preceptors, whofe 
commiffion laded only fo long as the mailer and 
council thought fit ; fo that thefe preceptors were look- 
ed upon at that time only as dewards and mere admi- 
nidrators of part of the edate of the order, for which 
they were accountable to the treafury. 

’Twas from thefe funds, which were every day 
improving by a wife ceconomy, that they furnifhed the 
necedary fuccours for maintenance of the hcufe of Je- 
rufalem, and particularly for the charges of the- war, 
and the pay of fuch fecular foldiers as the order took 
into their fervice. 

Almost all thefe revenues were remitted from the 
wed to Paledine, the preceptors referving but a very 
fmall part for their own fubfidence. Thofe-true friars 
obferved the fame auderity under the privileges of their 
commiffion as in the convent. They lived in a colle- 
giate way, many together, and formed a fociety. Cha- 
rity to the poor and pilgrims didinguiihed itfelf as 
much in thefe particular houfes, as in the head of the 
order, and in the hofpital of St John. Their purity of 
life was no lefs remarkable than their difmtereded tem- 
per of not appropriating any thing to themfelves ; and 
after the order had taken up arms in the ead againd 
the Sarazens and Turcomans, the hofpitallers, who 
v/ere in the wed, and in the houfes of the order, to 
aft agreeably to their profefiion, and difcharge the ob- 
ligations they lay under, never failed in their turn, and 

punuant 
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purfuant to the orders they received from the mailer, 
to repair either to the army of Paleftine, k or to thofe 
that were fent againft the Moors in Spain, and after- 
wards again# the Albigenfes in France. But none of 
them were ever known to engage in the wars raifed be- 
tween Chriftian princes. A knight h'ofpi taller was 
only a foldier of Jefus Chrift ; and when the interefts 
of religion did not oblige him to take up arms, he was 
never feen employed but in the care of the poor and 
fick: this was the fpirit of the order, and the uniform 
pra&ice of all the hofpitallers. 

-Raimond Dupuy having got his defign approved 
by the patriarch of Jerusalem, his natural fuperior, 
and having received his blefiing, went at the head of 
his bethren, all armed, to offer their fervice to Bald- 
win du Bourg, the fecond king of Jerufalem. That 
prince was agreeably furprized at it, and looked up- 
on that body of gentlemen, as a fuccour fent nim from 
heaven. 

\Tis -aftomfhing that none of the hiflorians of that 
time take any notice of the year in which thefe hofpi- 
tallers had recourfe to arms, and that thofe writers 
have kept the fame filence with regard to their exploits, 
or at lea# have fpoken of them only by the by, and 
very fuperficially. However, we learn from a bull of 
pope Innocent II. bearing date A. D. 1 1 30, that they 
talked of nothing in all Europe but of the important 
fervices done the kings of Jerufalem by the hofpitallers 
againft the infidels ; which fuppofes, that they had 
been forne time before in arms ; and yet there is no 
carrying the epocha we are in fearch of higher than 
A. D 1 1 18, when Raimond Dupuy was dignified 
with the- mafterfhip of this new militia. 

The king of Jerufalem had great need of this fuc- 
cour: he was obliged to defend againft formidable e- 
nemies, as well his own kingdom, as the counties of 
Edeffa and Tripoli which held of it, without reckon- 
ing the principality of Antioch, which was united in 
one common intereft with the crown of Jerufalem, 

though 
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though the princes of Antioch pretended to be inde- 
pendent of it. 

The county of Edefia comprehended almoft all 
Mefopotamia, and extended itielf between the Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris. Baldwin I. had made a con- 
queft of it, and, after his acceffion to the throne of 
Jerufalem, had refigned it to Baldwin du Bourghis cou- 
lin, who in like manner, upon his advancement to 
the crown of Jerufalem, invefled his kinfinan Jofce- 
line de Courtenay with his county. The county of 
Tripoli comprehended feveral places fituated along the 
fea ofPhamicia, from Maraclea as far as the river A- 
donis, 1 where began what was then called the king- 
dom of Jerufalem, which foon extended its frontiers as 
far as the defart which divides Palelline from Egypt. 
Bertrand, fon of Raimond count ofTholoufe, was count 
of Tripoli ; and Bohemund II. prince of Antioch, had 
fucceeded the famous Bohemund his father, who died 
in Apulia on his return from France, where he had 
married the princefs Conltance, daughter of Philip I. 
king of France. 

Bohemund II. the iffue of this marriage was firft 
put under the guardianlhip of the brave Tancred his 
coufm ; but that prince dying foon after, the regency 
was conferred uponRoger, fon of Richard, of the fame 
houfe, a prince of great valour, but ambitious, and who 
having the fovereign authority only in trull, gave rea- 
fon from his conduct to fufpeft, that he afpired to the 
principality itfelf. 

Whilst Roger, guardian to young Bohe- 
mund, governed this great principality, Gall, 1 1 1 9 
one of theTurcoman princes, Dolde Kuvin 
of the fame nation, king of Damafcus, and Debeis 
chief of a powerful tribe among the Mahometan Ara- 
bians, joined their forces to drive all the Latin Chri- 
flians out of Syria. Thefe infidels entered the terri- 
tories of the principality at the head of a formidable ar- 
my, carried feveral fmall towns, and put all to fire 
and fword in the country. The regent, furprifed at 

this 
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this invafion, fent immediately to give advice"of it to 
the king of Jerufalem, to Jofceline de Courtenay, lord 
of Edefla, and to Ponce count of Tripoli, and fuccef- 
for to count Bertrand. All thefe princes fent him word, 
that they would advance without lofs of time to his 
fuccour. Roger, in expectation of their coming up, 
threw himfelf into the city of Antioch with what troops 
he had, and at the fame time caufed the inhabitants 
to arm. The infidels, not caring to engage in a flege, 
which they forefaw mull be long and bloody, endea- 
voured to draw the regent out of the town by ravaging 
the country. And accordingly Roger, who from his 
palace faw with anguifh the villages in a fame, could 
no longer govern his refentment, but tranfported with 
courage, fallied out of the city; and, contrary to the 
advice of his principal officers, advanced againit the 
enemy. His whole force was but about feven hun- 
dred horfe and three thoufand foot; yet with this hand- 
ful of troops, .and without fo much as confidering the 
forces of his enemies, he ventured to attack them. 
The T urcomans to flatter his confidence gave way at 
flrft, feigned a retreat, and drew him infenfibly into an 
ambufcade. He then faw himfelf furrounded in a mo- 
ment ; a multitude of Barbarians fell upon him from 
all fides. In vain did the Chriftian prince endeavour 
to open himfelf a way through the fquadrons of the 
infidels; what effort foever he could make, his troops, 
overwhelmed with numbers, were cut in pieces, and 
the regent’s precipitation coll him his life and the great - 
ell part of his little army. 

The victorious infidels, flattering themfelves that 
they fhould gain as eafy a triumph over the troops 
which the king was bringing up, marched to furprize 
him. They had no difficulty to meet with an enemy 
that fought them ; both armies came in fight, 'even be- 
fore their commanders expeCted it ; there was a necef- 
fity of engaging. This was the flrfl cccafon upon 
which the knights of St. John fignalizcd their zeal a- 
gainil the infidels. The aCtion was long and bloody; 
they fought on both fides with that aver! ion, which is 
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ufually Teen between nations that are enemies, and of 
different religions. Baldwin, a prince full of courage, 
at the head of his nobles, and followed by Raimond 
and the hofpitallers, throws himfelf into the midft of 
the thickeft battalions ; he pulhes, prefles and breaks 
through every thing that oppofes him. The foldiers, 
animated by his example, follow the way that, he had 
opened for them ; they enter fword in hand into thofe 
fhrinking battalions, and, in fpite of all refinance, 
force them to feek for fafety in flying. In vain did the 
emirs ufe menaces to rally them, whatever they could 
do, their whole force disbanded, and the terrified fol- 
diers fhewed manifeflly, that in a rout they fear no- 
thing but the enemy and death. 

The king of Jerufalem entered victorious into An- 
tioch, where he regulated every thing that related to 
the defence of the place, and the civil government ; 
and leaving a ftrong garrifon in it, return’d to Jerufalem, 
where he was received by his fubje&s with that ap- 
plaufe which always attends a favourable fortune. 

This prince thought of nothing now but enjoying 
a little reft, as the moft agreeable fruit of his victory, 
when he heard that Jofceline de Courtenay, count of. 
Edefla, had been furprized in an ambufeade by Balac, 
one of the moft powerful emirs of the Turco- 
1 122. mans, and was taken prifoner by that infidel 
prince. Baldwin, for fear the emir fhould take 
advantage of Courtenay’s misfortune, and befiege E- 
defla, fet out immediately with what troops he had, 
made great marches, crofted the Jordan, and advanced 
into the country. But going in perfon to reconnoitre 
the camp of the infidels, whether he was betrayed, or 
too much expofed, he faw himfelf in a moment fur- 
rounded by a party fuperior to his guard ; which be- 
ing cut in pieces before his face, he was obliged, 
with Galleran his coufln, to furrender himfelf to the 
enemy, and undergo the fame fate with the prince of 
Edefla. 

’Tis impoflible to exprefs the confternation ofBald- 
W'in’s troops, when they heard of his captivity : a great 

number 
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number of the foldiers, as if the war had been at an 
end, or becaufe they defpaired of being able to refill 
the infidels, disbanded themfelves. The hofpitailers, 
in conjumflion with what troops remained, unable to 
keep the held or flop the progrefs of the enemy, threw 
themfelves into Edeffa and other places of that coun- 
ty, which they preferved for Courtenay. 

The caliph of Egypt, to make his advantage 
of the king of Jerufalem’s misfortune, caufed 1123. 
one of his generals to enter Judea on that fide 
next Afcalon : the general advanced to Jaffa, and in* 
veiled it by land, whilil a fleet of the fame nation 
blocked up the place by fea. 

In fo melancholy a junflure, it could not be ima- 
gined that the Latins could at one and the fame time 
make head againft the Turcomans and Sarazens, who 
attacked them on different fides. The Sarazens had 
formed the flege of Jaffa both by land and fea. Euflace 
Gamier, lord of Sydon or Scyde, and Cefarea, and 
conflable ofPaleiline, though in an age far advanced, 
gathered a body of about feven thoufand men, which 
made the main forces of that little date, and with 
what knights he could muffer in the houfe of Jerufa- 
lem, marched diredlly againft the enemy. He made 
fuch expedition, that he furprized them, forced their 
lines, and cut in pieces all thofe that in the confuflon 
were unable to recover their veflels, their fleet having 
flood off to fea, and failed towards Alexandria. The 
Chriflian general, upon advice that the garrifon of 
Afcalon was ravaging the country, without allowing 
his foldiers any time to red, led them immediately up 
thither. He found part of the foldiers of the garrifon 
difperfed and bufy in pillaging. The conflable, at the 
head of his troops, fell upon thefe pillagers, who were 
off their guard, killed all that endeavoured to rally, 
took a great number of prifoners, and none efcaped 
but a few that were fortunate enough to get back in- 
to Afcalon. 

These two victories were foon followed by a third, 
and by a new difafler for the Sarazens. We have ob- 
E 2 . ferved 
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ferved that their fhips, upon the defeat of their land, 
army, had let fail. Thcfe fhips in their retreat, as 
they were failing off the coaft ofAfcalon, fell in with a 
fleet of Venetians, commanded by the noble Henry 
Michieli, duke or doge of Venice, who, after an ob- 
ftinate engagement, funk part of them, and made him- 
felf mailer of the reft, 

William dcs Barres, lord of Tiberias, had juft 
Succeeded count Gamier, who died during this expe- 
dition, in the command of the land army. The new 
general fent to congratulate the doge of Venice upon 
the happy fuccefs of his arms, and propofed an inter- 
f ; 'v. 1 he Venetian fleet entered into the port of 

kVa ; ethers fiy into that of Acre or Ptolemaic. The 
Jake was received there with all the honours and 
marks of acknowledgment, that were due to fo im- 
portant a victory. They loaded his chief officers with 
prefents ; the fleet received refreshments and provifions 
in abundance, and the duke went to pay his devoti- 
ons at Jerufalem, where he palled the Chriflmafs. The 
patriarch of that city, Desbarres, and the principal 
lords of the country, laying hold of the opportunity, 
while he was thus pioufly difpefed, made a propofal 
to Michieli, of blocking up the port of Tyre with his 
„ fleet, whilft the land army befieged the place. The 
enterprize was great and very difficult to be executed, 
yet Desbarres made him fenfible of the importance and 
ufefulnefs of his projefl. 

But as the Venetian was not to be fatisfied with a 
barren glory, and aggravated the charges of the en- 
terprize, he declared, that if the fuccefs of their arms 
was favourable, he infilled on fharing the conqueft 
with the king of Jerufalem, and to have a moiety of it 
in entire fovereignty. He did not flick here j but as 
he knew they could not do without his fleet, he de- 
manded for the Venetians a church, a ftreet, a a com- 
mon oven, baths, and a particular exercife of jurifdic- 
tion in Jerufalem, and in all towns depending on that 

kingdom. 
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kingdom. This was in a manner to fhare the fove- 
reignty of it : but as after all it was of the laft confe- 
quence to the Chriftians of Paleftine to drive the inf- 
dels out of Tyre, and there was no doing without a 
fleet for a fiege of that importance, they agreed, after 
feveral conferences, that the Venetians fhould have a 
third part of the city. They even complied with moil 
of the other conditions, hard and extraordinary as 
they were, and flgned a treaty, which would have 
been fcandalous, if it had not been in a manner ne- 
ceflary. Among the names of the prelates and princi- 
pal lords of the ^kingdom which fubfcribed the treaty, 
we do not And that of Raimond Dupuy, whether he 
Raid at Edefla for defence of the county, or did not 
care to- fubfcribe a treaty which entrenched on the fo- 
vereignty of the king. However this be, the treaty 
was no fooner figned than every thing was in motion. 
The fleet on one fide, and the land army on the other, 
came before Tyre, and begirt the place clofe. They 
opened the trenches, the fiege was long and bloody, 
and the hofpitaliers acquired a great deal of glory in 
different attacks ; in fine, the befleged prefTed at the 
fame time by fea and land, and feeing no hope of fuc- 
cour, defired to capitulate. The conditions 
were agreed on, and the treaty executed 1124. 
punctually on both fides, as was alfo that July 30. 
with the Venetians; and in concert with 
their doge, they eftablifhed afterwards in the city an 
Archbiftiop, namedWilliam, by nation an Englifhman, 
and prior of the holy fepuichre, who was confecrated 
by Guarimond, patriarch of Jerufalem. 

During the fiege of Tyre, Jofceline de Courtenay, 
efcaping out of Balac’s prifon, came back to his do- 
minions, muftered up all the force he could, brought 
a fmall body cf an army into the field, marched 
againfl: his enemy, gave him battle, and killed him 
with his own hand. This victory, and the emir’s death, 
were the occafion of the king of Jerufalem’s liberty 3 . 
Balac’s widow, either affe&ed with the merit of her 
E 3 . prifon- 
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prifoner, or afraid that he fhould make his efcape, 
and fhe lofe his ranfom, made a truce with him, and 
fixed a price for his liberty. Baldwin agreed to pay 
her an hundred thoufand pieces of filver money, of 
what they called Michelins : he paid half of it down, 
and for the reft he gave her in hoftage one of the prin- 
ceiTes his daughters, that was five years old. 

This prince’s return into his dominions 
1 1 24. brought joy, and afterwards plenty thither. 

Baldwin, convinced that the true riches of a 
fovereign confifts in the wealth of his fubje&s, publifh- 
ed a general fafe conduct for all perfons, of what re- 
ligion and party foever they were, that ftiould bring 
com and merchandize into his ports, with an exemp- 
tion from all cuftoms. This liberty drew thither mer- 
chants from all nations, re-eftablifhed commerce, and 
rendered this prince at the fame time more powerful 
and formidable to his neighbours. 

Borsequin and Doldekuvin, thefe two Turcoman 
princes, alv/ays raging againft the Chriftians, made 
frefh incurfions into the principality of Antioch. That 
ftate, though a fovereign one, was, during the minori- 
ty of young Bohemund, under the protedlion of the 
king of Jerufalem. Baldwin, on the firft news of 
this enterprife of the infidels, took the field, and 
inarched with fo much fecrecy and expedition, that he 
furprized the enemy, forced their camp, and took fo 
great a number of prifoners, that their ranfom ferved 
to redeem the princefs his daughter, whom he had gi- 
ven in hoftage to Balac’s widow. From Syria he 
marched back into Palcftine, where he reprefled the in- 
curfions of the garrifon of Afcalon, which raifed con- 
tributions as far as the gates of Jaffa. 

This prince opened the following compaigne with 
a new victory, which he gained over Doldekuvin. It 
was followed by the taking cf Rapha, a ftrong place 
in the county of Tripoli. The holpitallers attended 
the king in all 'thefe expeditions, but no body acquir- 
ed more glory than Fulk, count of Anjou, one of the 
gre at: ft foldiers of the age. The pilgrimage of Jeru- 
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lalem, fo ufual at that time, had brought into the Holy 
Land : he was Ton of Fulk, furnamed le Rechin, or 
the ill humoured, and of Bertrade de Monfort, after- 
wards wife or concubine to Philip I. king of France. 

This Fulk had married Eremburge, only daughter 
of Helie count of Maine, by whom he had two fons 
and two daughters. The count and countefs livefd 
very happily together, till death parted them. The- 
countefs died, and the earl, full of grief for her lofs, 
travelled to the Holy Land, where for a year he main- 
tained an hundred knights at his own expence. This 
prince at their head fignalized himfelf on various occa- 
sions again# the infidels. Time having wrought its 
ordinary effedt upon grief, and the term he had fixed 
for his pilgrimage being expired, he was Seized with 
an impatience of returning into his own dominions. 
King Baldwin, who had been witnefs of his valour, 
could not fee him in this difpofition without great 
concern; and therefore to keep .him if poffible, and 
engage him more particularly in the defence of the 
Holy Land, he offered him the princefs Melefmda his 
eldeit daughter in marriage, with the promife of ap- 
pointing him his fucceffor and making him be acknow- 
ledged as fuch ; and to leave him no manner of un- 
ealinefs on account of the princefs Alice his Second 
daughter, he married her to young Bohemund prince 
of Antioch. Fulk accepted the king’s propofal with 
great Satisfaction ; but the care he owed to his children 
obliged him before he married to take a voy- 
age into France. He Set out Some time after- 1 1 26. 
wards, leaving the king and all his court in 
much grief for his abfence, and impatient of his return. 
The departure cf this prince was luckily recompenfed 
by a new and unexpected Succour, which a 
zeal like that of the hofpitallers produced in fa-" 1128., 
vour of the pilgrims and Chriltians of Paleitine. 

Hugh de Payens, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, and Se- 
ven other gentlemen, all Frenchmen, whofe names are 
not prefer ved in hiftcry, moved with the dangers to 
which pilgrims were expofed in going to Jerufalem 

and 
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and coming from it, formed among them a little fo- 
ciety, to ferve as a guard to conduct and bring them 
back afterwards beyond the defiles of the mountains 
and the pafTages of greatefi danger. ’Twas at firit 
only a meer aflociation of fome private perfons, who, 
without obliging them! elves to any rule, or taking the 
monalfick habit, went to meet the pilgrims, when they 
were requeued to do fo. Brompton, a an hiftorian al- 
mofl cotemporary with them, relates, that in his time, 
thefe gentlemen were fuppofed to be pupils of the hof- 
pitallers, and to have fubfifted feveral years only by 
relief from them. They retired into an houfe near 
the temple, which occafioned their having afterwards 
. the name of Templars, or knights of the temple. b The 
T R i n g 0 f Jerufalem having made choice of c Hugh de 
Payens, to fend him to Rome to follicite for fuccour, 
and if pofiible a new crufade ; this pious gentleman, 
after acquitting himfelf worthily of his commiffion to 
pope Honorious II. who was then in the chair of St. 
Peter, prefented his aflbciates to him, entertained him 
with their zeal for the fecurity of pilgrims, and de- 
fired his permiffion to form a religious and military 
order, in imitation of that of the hofpitallers. 

The fovereign pontiff referred them to the fathers of 
the council which was then fitting at Troyes in Cham- 
pagne. Hugh and his companions went thither, and 
he that fpoke in their name laid before the affembly 
their vocation, and the projeft they had formed of tak- 
ing a religious habit, and founding a military order, 
which fhonld devote itfelf to the defence of the Holy 
Land, and of the pilgrims who fhould travel thither. 
The fathers approved the holy undertaking, and refer- * 
red the care of preferibing a rule and form of regular 
habit for this infant order to St. Bernard, who was 
prefent at the council. We have the rule Hill re- 
maining, or at leaf! an extract of it, in which, among 
other articles, St. Bernard ordered them, inftead of 

prayers, 
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prayers and offices, to fay over every day a certain 
number of pater nollers ; which would make one ima- 
gine, that thefe warriors at that time knew' not how 
to read. Another ilatute requires, that they ffiould not 
eat flefh above three days in a week ; but then it al- 
lows them three diffies on days of abilinence. The 
holy abbot, with regard to their military fervice, de- 
clared, that each templar might have one efquire, or 
ferving brother at arms, and three faddle horfes 2 : but 
he forbade all gilding and fuperfluous ornaments in 
their equipage. He ordered that their habits ffiould 
be white, and as a mark of their profeffion, pope Eu- 
genius III. added afterwards a red crofs placed over 
the heart. 

Hugh and his companions having obtained the 
council’s approbation, returned to Rome, to get both the 
rule of their order, and the order itfelf, eftabliffied by 
the pope’s authority ; which being effe&ed, they pre- 
pared to return to the eail ; but before their departure, 
a great number of gentlemen of the bell families in 
France, Germany and Italy, preferred themfelves to 
enter into their order. Hugh, who was the head of 
it, gave them the religious habit, which he had taken 
himfelf, and with this fme body of youth, he arrived in 
Paleiline, This new militia increafed confiderably in 
a ffiort time ; princes of fovereign houfes, and lords of 
the moil illuilrious families in Chriilendom, were eager 
to fight under' the habit and banner of the templars. 
Out of a falfe nicety and punftilio, which fcarce ever 
leaves great men, even at their devotions, this profeffi- 
on, which was altogether military, w^as often preferred 
to the troublefome and humbling fervices which the 
hofpitallers, though foldiers, rendered to the poor and 
fick. Thefe princes and lords, entering into the or- 
der of the templars, brought immenfe riches to it ; be- 
fides, the very fame of their exploits procured them 
vail benefaflions ; and Brompton, whom we have juft 
mentioned, adds, that this growing fociety, this daugh- 
ter 
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ter of the houfe of St. John, became in a fhort time fo 
rich and powerful, that the daughter, fays he, eclipfed 
her mother, and looked as if fhe would bury her in ob- 
fcurity a . But whether that which this antient hiflorian 
advances be true or not, it muft be owned, that the 
two orders were the furefi: fupports of Jerufalem ; that 
Baldwin and the kings his fucceffcrs, as we fhall fee 
hereafter, never undertook any thing confiderable with- 
out the afiiflance of their arms ; that the fuperiors too of 
the order had often a great lhare in the government ; 
fo that to relate the various events of that monarchy, 
is in a manner to write the hiftory of thefe two orders. 

The king, though he had not fucceeded in his ap- 
plication for a crufade, yet faw with pleafure, inftead of 
it, thefe recruits as it were of gentry and nobility arriv- 
ing every day from Europe to enrol themfelves in one or 
other of thefe orders ; but nothing gave him more fa- 
tisfadlion than the return of the count of Anjou, who 
having provided for the fettlement of his children, and 
appointed their portions, came back into the eaft at the 
head of a great body of gentlemen his vaffals, married 
the princefs Melefinda the king’s eldeft daughter, and 
was jointly with her acknowledged prefumptive heir of 
the crown. 

Whilst the court was entirely taken up with feafls 
and diverfions, the king received with great furprife 
and concern the news of young Bohemund his other 
fon in law’s being killed in an engagement againft 
the infidels ; and that there was reafon to fear, the ca- 
pital of the principality, now left without a fovereign, 
would be befieged by thefe barbarians. Bohemund left 
no other iflue of his marriage with Alice but an infant 
princefs named Conftance. 

The king her grandfather fet out with all expediti- 
on to take upon him the regency of her dominions ; but 

upon 

3 Hi namquc, fecundum quofdam, ex infimis hofpitaliorum con- 
gregati, et ex reliquiis eorum, ex cibis et armis fuftentati, ad tan- 
tam rerum opulentiam devencrunt, ut filia ditata matrem fuffocarc 
et fupergredi videretur. Chronicon Joan. Brompton, hift. angl. 
fcj ipt. p. 100S. Ed. Lond. l6j2. 


R a I M o N D D u P U Y firji military Grand Mafter. 5 9 

upon his arrival at Antioch, he was furprifed to find 
the gates fhut, and efpecially when he heard, that it 
was by the order of the princefs dowager his own 
daughter. This haughty and ambitious princefs, vex * 
ed and jealous that her father had difpofed of the 
crown of Jerufalem entirely to her filler, without giv- 
ing her any fhare of it, was refolved to eftablifh her 
own authority in the city of Antioch, as mother and 
guardian of young Conftance, and perhaps to feize up- 
on the principality, in order to many again afterwards 
with greater advantage for herfelf, and to the prejudice 
of her daughter. But the mod difcerning of the inha- 
bitants, knowing the need they had of the king’s af- 
fiftance againft the continual invafions of the Turco- 
mans, fecretly, without the knowledge of princefs dow- 
ager, introduced the king her father by night into the 
place ft . Baldwin exerted his authority there, 
put a governor into the place, whofe fidelity 1131* 
he was well allured of, obliged the princefs 
dowager, though his daughter, to depart thence and 
retire to Laodicea, which was afligned her for her dow- 
ry, and fettling every thing in good order in the prin- 
cipality, returned to his own dominions. 

Scarce was he arrived at Jerufalem but he was 
feized with a violent illnefs, occalioned in all appear- 
ance by the vexation which his daughter’s ambitious 
defigns gave him ; and being fenfible that he was 
near his end, he again declared the count of Anjou, 
and the princefs Melefinda his eldeft daughter, for his 
fucceftors in the throne of Jerufalem. He recommend- 
ed to them the interefls of young Conftance, and the 
prefervation of her principality, which ferved for a 
bulwark to the kingdom of Jerufalem on that fide next 
Syria. This prince expired prefently after, and the 
real grief and fincere tears of his fubje&s, fhewed the 
greatnefs as well of the affedlion they bore him, as of 
the Iofs they had fuffered by his death. 

The count and countefs of Anjou were crowned with 
great folemnity, and received letters afterwards from 

pope 
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pope Innocent II. who having congratulated them on 
their acceffion to the crown, exhorted them in the moll 
moving terms, to take all poffible care for the defence 
of the Holy Land, and the prefervation of a ilate of 
fuch confequence to all chriilendom. The holy pon- 
tiff, who well knew that the hofpitallers were the ftrong- 
cfl fupport of the throne of Jerufalem, had publiihed 
a little before a bull, in form of a conilitution, addref- 
fed to the archbiihops, bilhops, and all the prelates 
of the church univerfal ; wherein, among other ar- 
ticles, after an encomium on the charity exercifed by 
the hofpitallers, at their own expence, towards the fick 
and pilgrims, he paffes to the important fervices which 
they had rendered to chriilianity by their arms : “ The 
“ hofpitallers, fays the pope, make no difficulty to 
“ expofe daily their own lives to defend thofe of their 
s< brethren ; they are the firmeil fupport of the chrifli- 
<( an church in the eafl, and are fighting every day 
xc with diilinguifhed courage againft the infidels. But 

as their fubilance is not fufficient to maintain an al- 
“ moil continual war, we exhort you to fupply them 
{{ out of your abundance, and recommend them to 
“ the charity of the people committed to your pafloral 
“ care. Moreover, we declare to you, that we have 
“ taken the houfe of the hofpitallers of St. John, and 
“ the whole order, into St. Peter’s and our own pro- 
ts te&ion.” 

But this prote&ion, and the Ipecial privileges which 
this pope and his predecefiors had granted to the hof- 
pitallers, raifed afterwards the jealoufy and complaints 
of moil of the bilhops of Palelline, who could not bear 
that the holy fee ftiould exempt thefe monks from their 
jurifdidlion, and that the popes fhould declare them- 
felves the only immediate bifhops of the whole order. 
We lhall have occafion afterwards to fpeak of thefe 
differences, which made fo much noife in the court of 
Rome, and all over the church. 

a Scarce were kingBaldwin’s eyes clofed, when two 
different confpiracies were formed in Antioch againil 

the 
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the rights of the minor princefs, which had like to havi 
kindled a civil war between the Latin princes of the 
eaft. The dowager of Antioch, like moft fovereigns, 
who feem to think they have no relations, and as un- 
natural a mother as fhe had been an ungrateful daugh- 
ter, no fooner faw the king her father in the grave, than 
the was contriving continually, to the prejudice of her 
own child, how to make herfelf miHrefs of the prin- 
cipality. Ponce, Count of Tripoli, and the young 
Courtenay, who had juft fucceeded count Jofceline his 
father, fecretly efpoufed her interefts ; and a preat 
number of the inhabitants of Antioch engaged to let 
the troops of thofe two princes into the city. 

Unknown to this firft party, was formed another 
cabal, not lefs dangerous. Roger, duke and after- 
wards king of Sicily, coufin to the young princefs, and 
of the fame houfe, either pretending that the princi- 
pality of Antioch was a male lief, or, after the example 
of ambitious princes, believing all means juft and law- 
ful that lead to a throne, endeavoured to fupplant the 
minor princefs. He had his partifans in the city ; and 
thefe different plots were carrying on with great arti- 
fice and fecrefy. But fome of the inhabitants, who 
entered into neither of the fchemes, difccvered this 
double- confpiracy ; they gave immediate advice of it 
to the governor placed there by Baldwin before his 
death. This commander, though fupported by the 
garrifon, did not find himfelf ftrong enough to cope / 
with the numerous inhabitants of fo great a city : he 
difpatched therefore courier after courier to the kino- 
of Jerufalem, preffing him to come immediately in per- 
fon to Antioch, if he would preferve the principality 
to the heirefs. 

Fulk, upon the receipt of this bad news, ^ fet out 
immediately with as many knights as he could find in 
a condition to follow him, and was accompanied by 
Anfelin de Brie, and brother Joubert an hofpitaller, 
who fhared his favour, and were admitted to the moft 
intimate correfpondence and familiarity with him. 
To go to Antioch by land, the king Gf Jerufalem was 
obliged to pafs through the territory of the count of 

V ol. I. F Tripoli 
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Tripoli his va#al ,* but this count and that of EdefTa, 
at the head of their troops, oppofed his palfage. The 
king feeing a rebellion io openly declared, concluded 
that there was a ftrong party formed again# his niece, 
and that the fafety of the young princefs depended 
upon his getting the frart of the princes, and arriving 
fill at Antioch. But as he had r.ot troops enough with 
him to open himfelf a pad age fword in hand, he made 
a feint of giving way to force, turned back again, and 
to blind their fpies, caufed his guard to take the road 
of Jerufulem, as if he had been in the mid# of that bo- 
dy of cavalry. But he withdrew privately from them, 
and in the night, attended only with his two favour- 
ites, reached the fea coaft, embarked in a fmall veil'd, 
and arrived at the mouth of the river Orontes, and in the 
port of St. Simon, within five leagues of Antioch : from 
thence he went with great privacy to the gates of the ci- 
ty, and was let in by the governor and his adherents. 

This prince, full of fpirit and courage, foon made 
them fenfible of his authority ; his prelence and refo- 
lution terrified the confpirators ; he imprifoned the mo# 
mutinous, and, to prevent fuch attempts for the future, 
rcfolved, in concert with the patriarch and mo# con- 
siderable lords of the principality, to marry the young 
princefs- out of hand, though fhe was not yet of an age 
for marriage, and to chufe her fuch a prince as might 
ferve for a tutor and a father to her, and be capable 
of defending her dominions. 

The princefs of Antioch’s inheritance was too 
fplendid a fortune to fear fhe fhould fail of an husband ; 
but the fituation of her dominions, furrounded on ail 
fides by infidels, required a prince of eminent ca- 
pacity and courage, that could keep the feditious in 
their duty, and at the fame time make head again# the 
continual incurfions of the infidels. 

The king of Jerufalem ca# his eyes on Raimond, 
brother to William the la# count of Poidliers and Au- 
vergne, and duke of Aquitain, a prince of great cou- 
rage, and who had given diftinguifhing proofs of it in 
all the wars wherein he had been engaged . They had 
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had feveral quarrels wliilfl: Fulk was in Europe, but 
the king generoully facrificed his refentment to the in- 
terefts of his niece, and the count’s bravery and merit 
made him eafily forget their former difputes. 

The patriarch and moil confiderable lords of the 
principality approving the king’s choice, that prince 
pitched upon Joubertthe hofpitaller for this negotiati- 
on. He was very well qualified for it by the wifdom 
of his conduft, w hich railed him afterwards to the firlt 
dignity of his order. This hofpitaller embarked im- 
mediately, palfed into France, and from thence to 
London, to the court of -Henry 1. king of England, 
where he heard the count of Poichers, who was relat- 
ed to that prince, was gone. The ambaliador law the 
count, and perfuaded him, as well by motives drawn 
from religion, as by the important offer he made han, 
to pafs into Syria. The prince, and the ambaliador 
left England, arrived in France, and went down into 
Provence to embark. The fuccefs of this great affair 
depended entirely upon fecrecy, and upon getting the 
Hart of a mighty armament, which Roger duke of Ca- 
labria, afterwards king of Sicily, was lending into Sy - 
ria, to fupport his adherents. Unluckily for the count 
and the ambaliador, there were not in ail the ports of 
Provence any velfels bound for the eaft, and they heard 
with great concern, that there was no way of embark- 
ing but on board the very fleet of Roger. Whatever 
precaution the embaffador had taken to conceal his 
commiflion and deligns, that duke had notice, that the 
count and ambaflador were endeavouring to procure a 
palfage into the eafl, and had ilfued orders for arrefting 
them, if they were found in any of his ports. His fpies, 
that were planted in every quarter, .examined very ftjricl- 
ly all that offered themielves for palfengers : Yet. the 
hofpitaller was too cunning for them ; the.count and 
he parted in difguife, went into Calabria, and were re- 
ceived as merchants on board two different fhips that 
were ready to fail. Thefe were Roger’s own veffcls, 
and they carried both the count and ambaliador into 
the nearek port to the town of Antioch. The patri- 
F 2 arch 


6 4 Hifiory cf the Knights of M ALTA. 

arch, a few days after, married the count to the young 
prince is in the king’s prefence, and in a general affem- 
bly of the eftates, the count was folemnly acknowledg- 
ed prince of Antioch, and the great men of the princi- 
pality took the ufual oath of fidelity to him. 

But whilft Fulk was thus taken up with fecuring 
the count’s authority, the frontiers of his own king- 
dom were ravaged by various incurfions of the Arabi- 
ans and Sarazens of Afcalon. This city, with regard 
to the Sarazens of Egypt, was the key as it were of 
Paleitine. The caliphs had negledted none of the for- 
tifications then in ufe, and belides a numerous garri- 
son which they maintained there, and changed every 
three months, thefe princes, to engage the inhabitants 
in the defence of the place, allowed them all pay, not 
excepting their very children, if males, who became 
entitled to it as foon as they were born ; fo that all 
were foldiers at Afcalon, and they hardly knew any 
ether profefiion. It ferved the Sarazens of Egypt for 
a School, where their young men learned the art of 
war ; they were every day out in parties, and lying in 
ambufcade to Surprize the country people, and even the 
weftern pilgrims, who, landing at Jaffa, travelled from 
thence to Jerufalem. 

Queen Melefinda, whom the king, during his ab- 
fence, had left regent of the kingdom, held feveral 
councils upon this occafion ; and after feveral me- 
thods propofed for repreffing the inroads of the infi- 
dels, none was found fo proper as to rebuild the walls 
of the old city ofBeerfheba. This place, anciently of 
the tribe of Simeon, is but two leagues from the moun- 
tains of Seir, which feparate the land of promife from 
Arabia Petraea, and -fix leagues from Afcalon. ’Twas 
refolved, after fortifying it, always to maintain there a 
Handing body of troops, able to make head again# the 
inroads of the Arabians, and the parties which Tallied 
frequently out of Afcalon. The queen caufed the work 
to be carried on with great expedition; and when it 
was made defenfible, committed the guard of it to the 
hofpitallers, who put a flrong garrifon drawn out of 

their 
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their order into it : And thefe monaftick loldiers % full 
of the fir# fpirit of their inflitution, made it a place of 
arms, and at the fame time an afylum for all the Chri- 
ftians of that canton. 

These knights b and the templars, in different bri- 
gades, never ftirred from the frontiers, and made head 
on all fides againil the enterprizes of the infidels. 
This little kingdom was in a manner blocked up and 
befieged, either by the feveral Turcoman princes, or 
by the Arabians of the defart, or the Sarazens of Egypt- 
The zeal of thefe knights, their valour, and the renown 
of their exploits, rendered them foon as dear to all the 
Chriftians, as they were terrible to the Barbarians ; e- 
fpecially in an age when mens falvation feemed annex- 
ed to the prefervation of the Holy Land. Every thing 
that palled there drew the attention of popes, princes 
and people, even at the remoteft diftance. ’Twas the 
concern of private perfons as well as fovereigns : they 
had no notion of meriting for the pardon of their fins 
by any more effe&ual way, than that of contributing 
to the defence of the holy places : there was fcarce a 
will made without an article in it in favour of the mill * 
tary orders : many princes would needs be buried in 
the habit of one or the other of them ; and this fort of 
devotion was carried fo far in the age we are fpeaking 
of, that we have feen fome fovereigns enter themfelves 
in this holy militia, quitting the government of their 
flates ; and others, by an unprecedented difpofal, be- 
queath, at their death, even their dominions themfelves 
to the hofpitallers and templars. 

Thus Raimond Berenger, count of Barcelona and 
Provence, though already advanced in age, entered in- 
to the order of the templars, and his infirmities not al- 
lowing him to go in perfon to the chief houfe of the 
order in Jerufalem, he fent confiderable fums thither 
for carrying on the war againft the infidels ; and v/c 
F 3. have 
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have feen this fovereign at lafb quit his authority, and 
the enfigns of it, to bury himfelf alive in the temple at 
Barcelona, where he died in the continual exercife of 
his new profeflion. 

Alp hons us I. king of Navarre and Arragon, who 
alfo aflumed the title of emperor of Spain, carried his 
zeal and devotion Hill further. This prince, who was 
one of the granted generals of his age, had gained 
twenty nine battles in his W'ars againft the Moors *, 
feeing himfelf old and without children, declared the 
hofpitallers of St. John, the templars, and the canons or 
knights of the holy fepulchre, his heirs and fucceffors 
in the crowns of Navarre and Arragon, by his lad 
will and tedament b made A. D. 1 131. This he did 
to engage thefe renowned warriors in the fupport of 
his deiigns againd the Sarazens and Moors of Spain : 
He renewed this will a few days before his death, and 
mod of the grandees of both his kingdoms, figned it 
out of complaifance to their fovereign. 

Alphonsus, who never knew what danger was, at- 
tacking the infidels afterwards near Fraga, 
1133. with forces much inferior to thofe of his e- 
July 19. nemies, was overwhelmed with their vad 
numbers, had his army cut in pieces, and 
perilhed himfelf in the a&ion ; nor could his body be 
found after the battle was over, either becaufe the Moors 
had interred it, or it was fo disfigured by his wounds, 
ns not to be known. The people, who idolized him, 
and arc always fond of every thing that appears ex- 
traordinary, maintained for a long time, that he was not 
killed in the battle ; but that overwhelmed with fhame 
and grief for having occafioned the lofs of fo many 
Chridians as had been flam upon that occafion, he was 
gone in difguife on a pilgrimage to Jerufalem, and that 
.they fnoulcffee him return and refume the reins of go- 
vernment, when he had by that penance expiated the 
fault which excefs of courage had made him commit. 

But 

a Cirom. Zurita. t. 1. 1 . 1. c. f:. fob 49. col. 4. 
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But the grandees of the two kingdoms were not to 
be blinded by this illufion ; and therefore to prevent 
the claim of the military orders, they refolved, with- 
out lofs of time, to chufe a new fovereign. For this 
purpofe, feveral alfemblies were held between thofe of 
Navarre and Arragon : but the lords and deputies of 
the two nations could not agree upon a prince to fill 
the throne of the greatAlpnonfus; each was for a prince 
of their own nation. This competition, and the na- 
tural jealoufy between people that are neighbours, 
broke the union which had fubfifted near fixty years 
between the two kingdoms ; a feparation enfued, the 
Navarrefe ele&ed for their fovereign Don Ramyre, a 
prince of the blood of their ancient kings ; and the 
Arragonefe, on the other hand, offered their crown to 
another prince of the fame name, brother to the great 
Alphonfus, though this prince was a pried, and had 
above forty years before profeffed himfelf a monk in 
the abbey of St. Pons de Thomiers in Languedoc, and 
had been afterwards abbot of Sahagun, and even e- 
ledted fucceflively bifhop of Burgos, Pampeluna and 
Barbaflro. 

This prince having obtained a difpenfation from 
Anacletus, others fay from Innocent II. married Agnes, 
filler to William count of Poi&iers and Raimond count 
of Antioch. He had by her a daughter, named Pe- 
tronilla ; and the queen, that princefs’s mother, dying 
foon after, this king, at once a monk, a pried and a 
married man, 4 finding in himfelf none of the great 
qualities necelfary for a throne, and perhaps touched 
with a juft remorfe of confcience, refolved to re- 
tire again into his con vent. , He made a treaty with 
Raimond Berenger, count of Barcelona, and fon to 
the templar above mentioned, that he Ihould marry 
his daughter when fhe was grown up,- and -in confe- 
quence of this treaty, he refigned to him immediately 

the 
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the government of the kingdom, which Raimond 
Berengertook upon him by the title of prince of Arra- 
gon. 

The news of the choice made by thefe two nations 
in prejudice of Alphonfus’s will being brought to Pa- 
lekine, the patriarch of Jerufalem,* fuperior of the 
canons of the holy fepulchre, and the makers of the 
two military orders held feveral councils with the prin- 
cipal perfons of each houfe, to confider of this grand 
affair, and came to a refolution to fend deputies into 
Spain, to demand the execution of the late king’s 
will, or at leak to make fuch a treaty with regard to 
the fucceffion as fhould be mok for the interek of the 
legatees. 

Raimond Dupuy was charged with this negotia- 
tion ; he undertook it readily, and fet out in compa- 
ny with fome old hofpitallers, chofen for that purpofe 
by the council of the order. William, patriarch of Je- 
rufalem, and the templars likeways, named their own 
deputies : they arrived all happily in Spain, but met 
with unfurmountable difficulties in the purfuit of fo 
nice an affair. 

The lords of Navarre and Arragon liad already 
chofen new fovereigns in prejudice of the will of king 
Alphonfus. Thefe princes were in poffeffion of the 
throne when the deputies of the Holy Land arrived in 
Spain; and there was no great likelihood of their ab- 
dicating it voluntarily to make way for foreigners. 
They entered however at firk into fome negotiations 
upon the matter ; but as pretenfions of this nature, 
without force to back them, are generally little regard- 
ed, they went no farther than to offer the deputies fome 
fort of amends, if any amends c9fn be made for crowns, 
and embaraffed them every day in a labyrinth of pro- 
pofals, which had no meaning, and of which they 

faw 
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faw no end. The negotiation flagged infenfioly ; and 
at laft the king of Navarre taking off the mask, affert- 
ted, that the late king could notdifpofe of the crown to 
the prejudice of his lawful heirs, or of that natuial 
right which, in default of heirs, the people have to 
chufe themfelves a fovereign ; and by this declaration 
put an end to all hopes of any further treating with 
him. Raimond, count ofBarcelona and prince of Ar- 
ragon, a£ted more generoufly, and refolved to do fome 
juSice to the legatees of king Alphonfus. 

It was agreed, that if the count, and the young 
oueen Petronilla, whom he was to marry, fhould die 
without ifliie, the crown of'Arragon fhould reveit to 
the military orders and the canons of the holy fepul- 
chre ; that in the mean time both parties fhould have 
a certain number of vaffals in fuch places as 
they fhould afterwards recover from the 1134. 
Moors ; and that thefe vaffals fnould be oblig- 
ed to bear arms, and follow the military friars of 
Spain, when ever they took the field again!! the in- 
fidels. * 

Besides thefe conditions, fome lands and caflles, 
confiderable for their dependencies, and able to main- 
tain a great number of knights, were yielded to thefe 
legatees of the fovereignty. And to thefe lands and 
lordfhips were added a tenth part of all the cufloms 
and duties levied throughout the kingdom, and the 
fifth of all the contributions raifed on the lands of the 
Moors ; and it was refolved, that the kings of Arra- 
o-on fhould never make peace with the infidels, with- 
out frit acquainting the patriarch of Jerufalem and 
the two military orders. This treaty was figned and 
ratified in September A. D. 1141, and pope Adrian 
IV. and Fulk king of Jerufalem confirmed it after- 
wards. # 

Raimond Dupuy, having brought this important 
affair to an end, embarked with other deputies, 
Z141. failed for Paleftine, and arrived happily at Je- 
rufalem. He was received with that real joy 

and 
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and hearty refpea which his Angular virtue infpirecL 
Brompton and Roger Hoveden, two Englilh hiftori- 
ans, who flourilhed in the fame age, call him from 
tnis time the Grand Mailer ; and ’tis by this title that 
I ihall for the future (peak of this illuhricus head of 
the hofpitallers and his fucceffors, molt of which fa - 
crificed their lives in defence of the Holy Land. 

Tpiat ancient kingdom of David, or rather the in- 
heritance of Jefus Chriit, loll at this time its king in 
the perfon of F ulk of Anjou. That prince, being a 
hunting in the plains of Acre, was killed by a fall 
from his horfe, and found in an exercife of peace the 
death which he had dared fo often in war. He left 
two fons very young, Baldwin the eldelt of thirteen, 
and Amaury of but leven years of age. 

The king's death gave birth to cabals, 
which moll minorities are expofed to, and 1142. 
opened afterwards a way to the invafions 
ol the Turcomans and Sarazens. Queen Melefmda, 
mother of the young princes, not only pretended 
to the regency which no body difputed with her, 
but would moreover be acknowledged as queen in 
her own right, and foie fovereign of the kingdom, as 
being daughter to Baldwin Dubourg. The grandees, 
on the contrary, feeing themfelves furrounded by 
formidable enemies, were for a captain and king 
at their head. Thefe conteks, fupported by different 
parties, had like to have degenerated into a civil war : 
at lafl it was agreed to defer the decilion of this great 
difference till the majority of Baldwin. But it was not 
long before the nobility caufed him to be crowned 
without the knowledge of the queen his mo:her, to 
whom neverthelefs they were obliged, for peace fake, 
to yield up half of the kingdom. 

In the interval between the death of Fulk and the 
coronation of Baldwin III. his fon, the Latin Chrilti- 
ans loll the county of Edeffa, called at that time Rou- 
ha or Rohais. We have obferved before, that Bald- 
vvinDubourg at his acceffionto the crown, had refign- 
ed this principality to Jofceline de Courtenay his 
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couftn, following herein the example of Godfrey de 
Bouillon and his brother, who, to engage the princes 
and th£ great lords of the crufade in the defence of the 
Holy Land, had given them the principal lordfhips 
and territories of it in fief. Hence arofe the counts 
of Edefta, Tripoli, Joppa, or Jaffa, and afterwards of 
Afcalon, and Galilee, and the lords of Yblim, Mont- 
royal, Thoron, Sidon, Tyre, Acre and Cadarea, all 
lords of the firft nobility of this new kingdom. 

Josce line de Courtenay, whom we have juft men- 
tioned, had maintained himfelf in his principality by 
a thoufand brave actions againft the enterprises of the 
infidels : but that prince dying, the fon whom he left 
heir to his dominions, did by no means inherit his 
virtues. The young Courtenay, educated in the plea- 
fures and luxury of the eaft, fpent his life in debauch : 
and that he might have the fewer witneffes of his ir- 
regularities, quitted Edefta, and retired with the mi- 
niftcrs of his pleafures toTurbeffel, a town fituated 
twenty four miles from the Euphrates on this fide the 
river with regard to Paleftine. 

Om ad ed din Zenghi, a Turcoman of the 
1143. Selgeucidian race, fultan of Moful and Alep- 
po, and the moft potent prince in all the eaft, 
being informed of the effeminate manner in which 
young Courtenay paffed his life, entered his country, 
and laid ftege to Edefta. Courtenay, who was attend- 
ed by none but poltroon and effeminate favourites, 
had not the courage to throw himfelf into his capital, 
and either defend it, or bury himfelf in its ruins ; he 
even looked on whilft the ftege was advancing, with- 
out making the leaft motion to reinforce the place, and 
Zenghi would have ftripped him of the reft of his do- 
minions with the fame eafe, if that prince, harfh and 
cruel in his nature, had not, in the moment" he was 
preparing to purfue his conquefts, been aftafTmated in 
his tent by his own fervants . He left two fons behind 
him, Coteledin and Noradin. The eldeft reigned at 
Moful j and the principality of Aleppo fell to the 
fhare of Noradin the younger, a prince of much wif- 

dom, 
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dom, capacity and juftice, a good foldier, an excel- 
lent officer, and a great general, an enemy to the Chri- 
ftians by a principle of religion, and often engaged in 
the held againft the hofpitallers and templars. 

After thelofs of Edefta, the affairs of the Latin 
Chriftians began to decline in the eaft. Godfrey de 
Bouillon, the two Baldwins, Fulk of Anjou, the re- 
nowned Bohemund, the brave Tancred, the old Cour- 
tenay and the count of Tholoufe were now no more ; 
and their defcendents, foftened and emafculated with 
the pleafures of Afia, occupied indeed their places, 
but did not fill them : there was none but the young 
king Baldwin, and the two military orders, that brave- 
ly oppofed the enterprizes of the infidels. But as their 
forces no ways anfwered their valour, they refolved to 
have recourfe to the princes of Europe, and folicite 
a new crufade, that might drive the infidels entirely 
out of the Holy Land. With this view the bifhop of 
Zabulon was difpatched into Europe, and landed at 
Marfeilles. The firft crufade having been raifed in 
France, he came thither to folicite afecond. 

Louis VII. was then upon the throne, a 
1143. prince young and handfome, full of courage but 
uneven in his conduft, more fcrupulous than 
devout, and utterly ignorant of the great art of reign- 
ing. Baldwin's deputy could not have arrived at court 
in a more/avourable jundure. The king being at war 
with Thibaut, count of Champagne and Blois, his vaf- 
fal, met with fuch oppofition at the fiege of Vitry in 
Parthois, that being exafperated againft the inhabi- 
tants, and having carried the place by ftorm, he put 
all before him to fire and fword, infomuch, that, it is 
faid, thirteen hundred perfons of both fexes, men, wo- 
men and children, who had taken refuge in the great 
church, all perifhed in the flames of it. A juft remorfe 
fucceedingfo terrible an execution, this prince 4 refolv- 
ed 

a Ludovicus rex Vitriacum caftrum comitis Thcobaldi capit, 
ubi igne admoto, ecclefia incenfa, et in ea mille trece.ntae animae 
diverfi fexus etaetatis funt igne confumptae, fuper quo rex Ludo- 
vicus miferieordia motus ploraflfe dicitur, et hac de caufa peregri- 
nationem Hierofolymitanam agreflus a quibufdam asftimatur. 
Rob. de Monte appendix ad Sigeb. ad annum 1 143. 
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ed to expiate his fault by an expedition to Jerufalem, 
the common refource and refuge at that time of the 
greateft finners. He communicated his defign 
to pope Eugnius III. who was then in the 1144. 
chair of St. Peter, and that he might perform 
this pilgrimage in the moil ferviceable manner to the 
Chriftians of the Holy Land, he entreated the pontiff 
to caufe a new crufade, after the example of Urban 
H. to be recommended from the pulpit. «• 

This pontiff, who from a monk ofthe order ofClair- 
vaux, and a difciple of St. Bernard, had been advan - 
ced to the chair of St. Peter, very much commended 
the pious defign of Louis, and to concur with his in- 
tentions, fent his briefs through all Chriflen- ' 
dom, to exhort princes and their fubjeds to take 1143. 
up arms. He appointed St. Bernard alfo, who 
was the oracle of his age, to preach up the crufade in 
France and Germany; and to engage the faithful to 
take the crofs, he opened the treafures of the church, 
and granted a plenary indulgence to all that did fo. b 
The holy abbot of Clairvaux, upon the pope’s or- 
der, quits his retreat, he paffes fucceffively to the courts 
of the king of France and the emperor Conrad, he 
mounts the pulpit, he preaches, thunders, and, full of 
fire and indignation, reprefents how great fcandal it 
was for Chriftians, to fuffer the heritage of Jefus Chrift, 
in the land that was watered with his precious blood, 
to be on the brink of falling again under the tyranny 
of the infidels. He omits nothing proper to move his 
auditors, and engage them to take up arms ; and it is 
affirmed, that, tranfported with zeal, he openly fore- 
told a certain vidory and entire defeat of the infidels. 
The charms of his eloquence, his moving and pathetick 
exprefiions, the reputation of his fandity, the happv 
fuccefs which, as we faid before, he is repotted to 
have proclaimed with fo much afiurance, and fome 
fhining miracles alfo, which the writers of his life a- 
fcribe to him on this occafion, and which may be re- 
Vo l. I. G garded 

a Preuves de Phifioire ties comptes de Poitou pa?, 483. 

* Gaufrid, vita fandi Bernardi. 
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gardcd as the {broil credentials of a prophet, all this 
induced the emperor, the king of France, and moil 
of the princes and lords their vafials to take up arms. 

A lame child being prefented to St. Bernard in the 
emperor's prefence, the holy abbot made the fign of 
the crofs, took up the child, and ordered it, before 
the whole alTembly, to walk ; and then turning to Con- 
rad, “ This was wrought for you, fays he, that you 
“ might be affured, that God is indeed with you, and 
“ that your enterprife is pleafing in his fight.” 

Several French and German lords, verily perfuad- 
ed that St. Bernard was entruiled with the power of 
heaven, and that like another Mofes he would work 
miracles to bring the people of God into the land of 
promife, propofed with great importunity, in a coun- 
cil held at Chartres, that he might be obliged to take 
upon him the general command of the army 1 ; but the 
man of God, whofe prudence was no ways inferior to 
his zeal, contented himfelf with being the herald and 
trumpeter of it. Having accomplifhed his million, he 
retired into his abbey, and left to warlike princes the 
honour and perils of the execution. 

The emperor and the king of France levied each 
of them a prodigious number of troops ; each army 
was computed at no lefs than feventy thoufand men of 
arms, befides the light horfe and infantry : if looked 
as if the French and Germans had refolved by concert 
to abandon their country ; and if any capable of bear- 
ing arms were upon other accounts detained at home, 
thefe new foldiers of the crufade, by way of infult, and 
as it were to reproach them with their cowardice, fent 
them a fpindle and a didafF. The very women reviv- 
ing the hiilory or fable of the Amazons, appeared at 
a review on horfe-back and in arms, and formed fe- 
veral fquadrons. 

Eleanor queen of France, and wufe to Louis VIL 
was at the head of thefe heroines ; a princefs of fingu- 

lar 

*Decsetcro, verbum illud, quod jam, ni fallor, audiftis, quo- 
modo videlicet in conventu Carnotenfi, quonam judicio fads 
rairor, me quafi ducem ctprincipem militise elegerant. Divi Ber- 
nardi Ep. zj6, ad Eug. Pap. 
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lar beauty, who, by her marriage, brought the king 
the provinces of Guienne and Poitou, and who would 
have been the delight of that prince, if in her purfuit 
of plealures fhe had fufrered herfelf to be lefs trarrfport- 
ed by the warmth of her confiritution, or had not been 
fufpefled to fhare them with other perfons befides the 
king her husband. 

Though it looked as if Germany and France had 
undertaken to fubdue all Afia, (at lead; thefe numerous 
armies, with two great princes at their head, and com- 
manded by brave officers, were but too capable of 
making that conquefl) yet the perfidioufnefs of the 
Greeks, ever uneafy and jealous of thefe great arma- 
ments, their ignorance of the roads, the treachery of 
their guides, the want of proviuons, and the nume- 
rous and formidable troops which oppofed their paf- 
fage, ruined both thefe Chriftian armies, even before 
they arrived in Paleftine. They attempted the fiege 
of Damafcus, but in vain, and the mifcarriage was 
owing even to fome Chriflians themfelves. 

Conrad fetoutfirft, and arrived at Condantinople 
towards the end of March, A. D. 1 147. He was bro- 
ther-in-law to Emanuel Comnenus, who then govern- 
ed the empire of the eaft. Thefe two princes had mar- 
ried the two daughters of Berenger the elder, count of 
Luxemberg. This alliance made the German prince 
prefume he fhould be well received. The perfidious 
Greek treated him as his ally, with refpeft to his pri- 
vate perfon ; but in regard to his troops as a mortal e- 
nemy. By his order, the wells and citterns were poi- 
foned in all the places which the Germans patted 
through ; and thefe Grangers were forced to give an 
exceflive price for bread mixed with lime and plaifbr. 
His brother-in-law furniihed him with guides, who, 
after leading him out of his way, through by-roads 
and endlefs windings, in the mountains and rocks of 
Cappadocia, delivered his army half dead with hun- 
ger, ftarved and fpent, into the hands of the infidels, 
who cut it in pieces. 

G a. The 
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Th e king of France was fcarce more fortunate, and 
though at the paffage of the river Meander, he gained 
a confiderable victory over the infidels, yet upon his 
arrival at Antioch, he met with a misfortune, which 
perhaps more fenfibly affefted him than even the lofs 
of a battle. 

Raimond of Poidliers, uncle by the father’s fide to 
the queen of France, was then, in right of his wife, 
fovereign of that great principality. This prince, by 
hirth a Frenchman and the king’s fubjeft, received 
Louis and the queen his niece with all the marks of 
honour, and all the magnificence due to his fovereign. 
There was nothing to be fecn for the firil days of their 
arrival, but feafling, balls and turnaments. Raimond, 
tv ho hoped to draw fome folid advantages from the ar- 
rival of the French in his dominion?, added to all 
thefe demonftrations of the fincerell joy, magnificent 
prefents which he made to the king and the chief offi- 
cers of his army. His view was to engage Louis, be- 
fore he advanced into Palefline, to turn his arms a- 
gainfl the Mahometan princes his neighbours, with 
whom he was actually in war. The queen his niece 
at his requefl mentioned it to the king, and ufed the 
moil preffing inHances to induce him to a compliance. 
The interefl of the prince her uncle was not the only 
motive upon which fne adled. It is faid, that this 
princefs, who was not over fcrupulous in point of du- 
ty, and was fallen in love with a young baptized Turk 
named Saladin, could not think of parting from him. 
She paffionately wifned, thatwhilfl the king was march- 
ing againfl her uncle’s enemies, he would leave her at 
Antioch. The king, who began to have fome fufpi- 
cions of this fcandalous correspondence, had no other 
way to avoid the confequences of it, but by taking her 
by night out of Antioch, and cariying her to Jerufa- 
lem. As foon as he arrived there, the emperor of Ger- 
many came to join him with the broken remains of 
his army. Thefe two princes formed the fiege ofDa- 
mafcus, and thought themfelves fo fure of fuccefs, 
that they agreed and promifed to confer the fovereign- 
G 3- M 
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ty of the place, and the country belonging to it, upon 
Thierry count of Flanders. But the news of their de- 
fign coming to the ears of fome Latin lords, whofe fa- 
thers had, from the time of the firft crufade, been fet- 
tled in Syria, they were fo exafperated, that the count 
of Flanders, whom they treated as a ftranger and new 
comer in refpedl of themfelves, fhould be preferred be- 
fore them, that by an abominable treafon, and a cri- 
minal correfpondence with the infidels, they caufed the 
enterprize to mifcarry. Louis and Conrad, de- 
tefting their villany, returned into Europe with 1 1 48. 
the miferable remains of their great armies, and 
both of them with more chagrin than glory. 

If we may believe the greateft part of hiftorians, 
there were not fewer than two hundred thoufand men 
that perifhed in this unhappy expedition. By the fame 
means alfo, feveral of the greateft houfes, both of 
France and Germany, became extintt. Such as were 
concerned in this general lofs, made no fcruple to im- 
pute it to St. Bernard ; the father demanded back his 
fon of him, the wife her husband, and the moft out- 
ragious arraigned him as a falfe prophet. The holy ab- 
bot, in his defence, was obliged to make an apology, 
which he addrefted to pope Eugenius III. “ They ac- 
“ cufe me, fays he, of having made fine promifes 
“ which had no effect, as if I had adted rafhly in this 
“ affair; whereas I did nothing but execute your or- 
«• ders, or rather thofe which God gave me by you.” 

He alledges afterwards the example ofMofes, who 
having brought thelfraelites out of Egypt, did not give 
them poifeftion of the fertile land that was promifed 
them, though he adted only by the orders of Goa, con- 
firmed by miracles ; and he maintains, that the mili- 
tia of the crufade were not lefs incredulous, or lefs re- 
bellious than the Iiraelites* : This is one of the* reafons 
upon which Otho bifhop of Frifingen, and brother by 
the mother’s fide to the emperor Conrad, lays the 
greateft ftrefs. That prelate, to vindicate his friend St. 
Bernard, pretends, that the vices which reigned in the 

Chriftian 
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Chriflian armies prevented the efFeft of his predi&ions. 
But may we not anfwer the German bifhop, that this 
reafoning is perhaps more fpecious than folid, fmce if 
the holy abbot had been endued with the fpirit of pro- 
phecy on this occafion, he ought, in virtue of that fu- 
pernatural light, to have known, that they of the cru- 
fade would have offended God, and that inftead of 
the victories which his minifter bid them expert, he 
would punifh them with all the calamities that befel 
them. Accordingly the hiftorian himfelf, who feems 
to be fenfible of the weaknefs of his own reafoning, 
is reduced at laft to this ingenuous confefiion, that the 
fpirit of prophecy • does not infpire the prophets on all 
occafions. 

But whatever were the caufes of this unhappy e- 
vent, which we are not allowed to fathom, we fhall 
content ourfelves with obferving, that thofe great 
armies, which flattered themfelves with fo many con- 
quers, could not take one fingle town from the infi- 
dels; and that the Latin Chriftians of Syria and Pale- 
ftine were afterwards reduced to a fituation that feem- 
ed to threaten them with a total and approaching ruin. 

They had nothing lefs to fear from the Egyptians 
and the fouthern quarter. The king, to raife a bar- 
rier againfl thefe enemies, had caufed the walls of old 
Gaza, one of the five lordfhips of the Philiflines, fe- 
ven leagues from Afcalon, to be rebuilt. That prince 
gave the government of it in property to the order of 
the templars* 5 ; and thefe military friars (men, fays 
William of Tyre, full of courage, like the hofpitallers) 
made it a place of arms, from whence they repreffed 
the excurfions of the garrifon of Afcalon, and forced 
the Sarazens to lhut themfelves up within their walls. 

2 Norad in in the mean time taking advantage 
1 1 4 * of the confirmation into which the retreat of the 
troops of the crufade had thrown the people, enter- 
ed 

* Quamquam et fpiritus prophetarum non Temper fubfit piophe- 
tis. De rebus geftis Friderici imperatoris. 1 . i. c. Go. p. 231. 

b Milites tempHGazam antiquam Palaeftince civitatem reaedifi- 
cant, et turribus earn muniunt, Afcalonitas graviter infeflant, 
Rob. de mcr.te append, ad chron, Sig. p. 631, 


Raimond Dupuy firft military Grand Majler , 79 

ed the principality of Antioch at the head of his army, 
ravaged the country, took feveral fmall towns ; and 
count Raimond confulting his courage rather than his 
forces, endeavouring to oppofe the torrent, was rout- 
ed, the greateft part of his troops cut in pieces, and 
he himfelf periflied in the adlion. 

On the other hand, the fultan of Cogni or Iconium 
invaded the county of Edefla, ravaged the country, 
and took young Courtenay prifoner, who died foon af- 
ter in the chains of that barbarian. Every thing fled 
before him. The inhabitants of the towns and villa- 
ges, almoil all of them Chriftians, feeing themfelves 
deftitute of fuccour, abandoned their country and their 
houfes to avoid the tyranny of the infidels. Every one 
ftrove to reach fome Chrillian town for fecurity. Bald- 
win, king of Jerufalem, to favour at leafl their retreat, 
advanced at the head of his nobility, and the two mi • 
litary orders, to ferve them for efcorts ; he placed all 
his people, men, women, children, cattle and baggage 
in the midll of the troops he had got together : he 
polled himlelf in the van-gaurd, the count of Tripoli, 
with Humfrey de Thoron conllable of the kindgom, 
commanded the rear ; and in this order they marched 
towards the principality of Antioch. Noradin, who 
could not bear that this prey Ihould efcape him, advan- 
ced immediately at the head of all his cavalry, came up 
with the Chrillian army, and poured in every moment 
fliowers of arrows to make them halt. He attempted 
feveral times to break the Chrillian troops. They could 
not march a league without being obliged to fight ; 
the infidels, to retard the march of an army embaraf- 
fed enough otherways with their baggage, returning e- 
very moment to the charge. But on what fide foever 
they made their attack, they found always either the 
young king, or the count of Tripoli, at the head of the 
hofpitallers and templars, prefenting a terrible front, 
and bearing down before them every rank and part of 
the army that durll approach them ; fo that Noradin, 
not able to break them, and wanting provifions, gave 

over 
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over at laft the purfuit, and the Chriflian army arrived 
fafe in the territories of Antioch. 

Whilst the king was thus employed in refcuing 
thefe people from flavery, he was within a few mo- 
ments of lofing his capital, by another enterprize of the 
infidels. Two of their princes called Jaroquins, Tur- 
comans by nation, whofe father or grandfather reign- 
ed in Paleftine before the Sarazens recovered Jerufa- 
lem, being prefixed by the reproaches of their mother, 
and informed of the king’s abfence, levied a confide- 
rable army, marched from their own country, paffed 
through Damafcus, fell upon the Chriflian territories, 
and advanced up to the gates of the holy city. The 
inhabitants, in a terrible conflernation, faw them in- 
camp in the evening upon mount Olivet. The bar- 
barians flattered themfelves, that they fhould be able 
the next day to take by fcalado, a place where they 
knew the king had left no garrifon ; but out of an ex- 
cefs of confidence, ever dangerous in war, they loft 
one of thofe lucky moments on which the greatefl fuc- 
cefies depend. The inhabitants recovering from their 
conflernation, and encouraged by fuch hofpitallers 
and templars as were left in the city, took arms ; and 
as they were not enough in number to defend their 
walls, inftead of waiting in the city for the coming up 
of the enemy, they ifiue out in the dark at midnight, 
fall upon the camp of their enemies, whom they find 
buried in fleep, fet fire to their tents, cut the cordage, 
and carry terror and death on every fide. 

The infidels, furprifed and terrified with fo unexpeft- 
ed an attack, fled for their lives, and their whole force 
disbanded, without keeping any certain road. As they 
fled towards Jericho, they fell into a body of cavalry, 
commanded by the king in perfon, who, having had 
advice that they were entered his territories, was ad- 
vancing to the relief of Jerufalem. Above five thouf- 
and were cut in pieces ; others were knocked on the 
head by the Chriflian peafants; and the garrifon of Na- 
poloufa, which waited for them as they returned, com- 
pleated the difperfion, and purfued them to the banks 
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of Jordan, where the infidels, to avoid the fword of 
the Chriftians, and in hopes of fwimming over the ri- 
ver, threw themfelves in and were drowned. 

The king, to make reprifals, refolved in his turn to 
ravage the territory of Afcalon ; he put him- 
felf at the head of his army and, followed by 1152. 
the great mailers of the two military orders, 
and the principal nobility of his kingdom, entered the 
country, dellroyed all before him with fire and fword, 
and demolilhed abundance of fummer-houfes and gar- 
dens belonging to the chief inhabitants of Afcalon. 
He advanced next up to the gates cf that important 
place ; and having taken a view of it himfelf, refolved 
to befiege it. But as he had not troops enough for fo 
great an enterpize, he fummoned all the nobility and 
gentry of his kingdom. Some pilgrims, who were juft 
arrived, generoufly offered him their fervice, and the old 
men of the country, worn out with age, the glorious 
remains of the firft crufade, ran to the camp. Each 
was afligned his proper quarter, whilft Gerard lord of 
Sidon, to hinder any fuccours being thrown into the 
place, kept the fea with fifteen gallies. 

The city of Afcalon, one of the five governments 
of the ancient Philiftines, was feated at the foot of an 
hill, on the fide of the Mediterranean fea, feven leagues 
from Gaza, which was a Chriftian city, and the fron- 
tier of the kingdom of Jerufalem on that fide next E- 
gypt, fituate on the edge of the defart which divides 
the two kingdoms, and at that time in the poifelfion of 
the templars. 

Ascalon was in figure like a femicircle, formed 
by the town and buildings, the fea fhore making as it 
were the diameter. It was encompafted with high 
walls, fortified at proper diftances with ftrong towers, 
well fupplied with warlike engines to throw ftones and 
darts ; the ditches were flat bottomed and full of wa- 
ter : fome advanced v/orks hindered all approach to 
the body of the place, and they had added all the for- 
tifications that the art of that time could devife. The 
king, young as he was, managed this important fiege 

himfelf : 
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himfelf. From the time the great Godfrey de Bouillon 
there had never been feen in the Holy Land a prince in 
whom, at fo green an age, were united fuch fmgular va- 
1 1 lour, fo great a capacity, and fuch rare talents 
1 1 53 * for war. The fiege was long and very obftinate ; 
the attacks brisk and continual ; the defence too was 
brave, and the fallies, or rather the battles, frequent*. 
The Chriltians did not get a foot of ground but what cod: 
them a great number of men ; and they often loft the 
next day what they had gained over night, at the ex- 
pence of the lives of their braveft foldiers. The fiege 
had already lafted five months, with good and ill fuc- 
cefs alternately, when a ftrong fieet coming from E- 
gypt, and laden with provifions and land forces, ap- 
peared off Afcalon. This fleet confided of feventy 
gallies, befides vefiels of burden, which carrie a pro- 
digious quantity of arms and provifions. The Chri- 
ftian admiral, who had but fifteen gallies, finding him- 
felf net fufliciently provided to difpute the paflage 
with the Egyptians, retired as faft as he could, and the 
infidels landed their fuccour without any oppofition. 
It was received with great acclamations of joy by the 
garrifon and inhabitants, who from the towers infult- 
ed the Chriftian army, and asked the foldiers when 
they defigned to return to Jerufalem. This feemed 
indeed the only refolution they had to take ; at leaft 
it was the fentiment of the nobility, and moft of the 
chief officers in the army. But the great mafter of 
the hofpitallers, feconded by the patriarch, and the reft 
of the bilhops, was of a contrary opinion b . He re- 
prefented to the king, that fuch a ftep would only 
ferve to deprefs the courage of his foldiers, and raife 
that of the enemies, and perhaps put the fultan upon 
the defign of forming in his turn the fiege of Jerufa- 
lem. Several councils were held upon this occafion : 
at laft the king, after a mature examination of the rea- 

fons 

* Wil. Tyr. 1 . 17. 

* In oppofita fententia dominus patriarcha, dominus quoque 
Tyrienfu erant cum clero, confortem habentes dominum Raimun- 
dum magiftrum fiofpitalis cum fratribus fuis, Wil, Tyr. 1 . 17# 
c. 28. p. 928, 
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fons on both Tides, declared himfelf forthe moll ho- 
nourable refolution, and it was determined to continue 
the fiege. 

In the mean, time the Egyptians that were landed at 
Afcalon, being recovered from the fatigues of the Tea, 
made frequent Tallies. They thought to gain an eafy 
conqueft over the chriilians, who had been reprefent- 
ed to them as difpirited and worn out with the length 
of. the fiege; but they were not long without finding 
by experience, that valour fupplies the want of num- 
bers. The Chriftians always repulfed them w T ith ad- 
vantage. As there was no aflion of this kind but 
coll the infidels a number of men, their Tallies grew lefs 
frequent, and their mettle cooled ; on the other hand, 
the courage of the Chriltian foldiers encreafed ; and the 
templars having filled up the ditch, advanced their 
works as near as they could to that part of the wall 
which was oppofite to them, caufing a tower or fort of 
wooden caftle of great height to be brought thither. 
This tower was a machine made ufe of at that time 
in fieges, which they drove upon wheels ; and when 
it was within reach of the walls, they let down a 
wooden bridge with rails, from whence the befiegers 
annoyed and fought the befieged ; and when they met 
with but little refinance, they threw themfelves into 
the place, and endeavoured to make themfelves ma- 
ilers of it. 

The Sarazens, one evening before the templars had 
advanced this machine to the foot of the wall, threw 
a great quantity of dry wood, bitumen, oil, and com- 
bufiible matter, near die wooden tower, and then fet 
fire to it, in hopes that the flames would reach the 
tower. But the defign proved fatal to its authors ; 
there arofe in the night an eafterly wind, which, inflead 
of fetting fire to the tower, drove the flakes again'ft the 
wall, burnt the mortar, with which it was built, and 
made it give way. Some templars, who did not in 
the leaft queflion but their machine had been burnt, 
going out of mere curiofity the next day to fee the re- 
mains of it, were llrangely furprized to find it entire. 
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and they perceived at the fame time an opening made 
in the wall, which would facilitate the Scaling of it. 
They immediately advertifed their grand matter of it: 
That lord, tranfported with joy, came privately thither 
to take a view of the breach himfelf, and finding it prac- 
ticable, without giving any account of it to the king, he 
ordered a brigade of his knights to enter. No fooner 
did they appear fvvord in hand, and with that daring 
countenance that fuccefs infpires, but the inhabitants 
thought the town was taken : Mott of them fled immedi- 
ately to fave themfelves ; and the principal officers of the 
garrifon, to avoid the firtt fury of the Chrittian foldiers, 
threw themfelves into boats, and put off from the fhore. 
But the great matter’s avarice hindered the Chriftians 
from making their advantage of the fright of the in- 
fidels ; for this chief of the templars, defirous to fe- 
cure the whole plunder of the city to himfelf, inttead 
of fending to the king for more troops to futtain the 
templars who had entered the place, potted himfelf 
with the rett of his knights upon the breach, to keep 
the foldiers of the Chrittian army from patting it a , in 
cafe any of them fnould perceive the opening made in 
wall. In the mean time, the few templars who had 
thrown themfelves into Afcalon, ventured prefumptu- 
outty into the middle of the city, to have the plunder 
of the principal houfes to themfelves, where the inhabi- 
tants recovering from their fright, no fooner perceived 
how fmall a number there was of them, than they ral- 
lied and made head againtt them. The templars then 
faw themfelves attacked by the troops of the garrifon, 
and from the tops of the houfes came pouring down 
upon them fireworks, fcalding water, ttones, tiles, and 
every thing that the befiegcd found next at hand. The 
templars, after the lofs of a great number of their com- 
rades, 

4 Magifter militias templi Bcrnardus Detrimdas cum fratribus 
fuis alios ante muitb pra?venientes aditum occupaverant, nemi- 
rcem nifi de fuis intrare permffentcs, cos autem hac intentione 
dicebantur arcere quatenus primi ingredientes fpolia majora et 

manubias obtinerent ubericres. Dum ergo cupiditatc iapti aj 

proedae participium renuunt habere ccnfortes, in mortis periculo 
merito reperti funt foli. Will. Tyr. 1 . 17. c. 27. 
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rades, were forced to a precipitate retreat ; every one 
fled to regain the breach by which he had mounted at 
lirfl with fo much courage ; the great mafter too was 
obliged himfelf to abandon the poll he was in pofteffi- 
on of ; the infidels feized upon it, made cuttings off 
and entrenchments before the place where the Chrifti- 
ans had entered, and by new barricadoes put it in a 
condition of defence. 

’Tis impofiible to exprefs the king’s indignation and 
the wrath of the foldiers, when they were apprifed that 
nothing but the avarice of the templars had occafioned 
their miffing fo difficult and glorious a conqueft. The 
inhabitants of Afcalon, on the contrary, increafed in 
confidence and courage ; and the next day mixing 
themfelves with the Egyptian garrifon, they made a 
frefh fally in good order, and boldly attacked the lines 
of the Chriftians. The fight was bloody, and the fuc- 
cefs doubtful for a long time; the victory changed 
fides more than once ; the infidels at firft filled up fe- 
veral fathoms of the trenches, ruined fome redoubts 
threw themfelves fword in hand into the Chriftian 
camp, demolifhed the tents, and penetrated as far as 
the king’s quarter. 

That prince, at the head of the nobility, fought 
with an invincible courage, and gave time to his troops 
to recover from their furprize, and get over their firfi: 
confternation. The templars, eager to wafh away with 
their blood the fault they had committed, expofed 
themfelves like furies in the thickeft of the enemies 
battalions ; and the hofpitallers, whofe zeal and emu- 
lation fpurred them on to danger, prodigal of their 
lives, never heeded the lofing them, provided they could 
kill a Sarazen. The Egyptians flrewed no lefs courage 
on their part ; they were all for vanquiffiing or dying. 
This fally, or rather battle, lafted from morning tfli 
evening. At laft the infidels, aftoniflied at the invin- 
cible courage of the chriftians, and daunted with the 
force of their blows, began to give way a litle. The 
king feeing them flag, refumed new vigour, and broke 
into them fword in hand. It was afterwards a mere 

Vol. I» H butchery 
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butchery rather than a fight. The Chriftian foldiers, 
breathing blood and vengeance againft the infidels, 
gave no quarter ; torrents of blood ran down the lines, 
and moll of the Egyptians that came to the fuccour of 
Afcalon, perifned in this fally. Such as could efcape 
the fury of the Chriltian foldiers got back into the 
town, carrying thither, with the fhame of their defeat, 
a defpair of having the place. The inhabitants upon 
the lofs of this reinforcement, loll likeways all hopes 
of raifing the fiege. There was a general confirma- 
tion ; the old men, women and children never ftirred 
from the mofques, wearying out heaven with their vain 
prayers ; fuch as had (till any health and ftrength left, 
employed themfelves in making intrenchments behind 
the walls of the city ; but a Hone of a prodigious big- 
nefs, thrown from one of the engines of the befiegers, 
falling by chance upon a great beam carried by forty 
men, moll of whom were malhed to pieces, the terror 
of the people, already prepofTefied that they could not 
refill the Chriftians, increafed to fuch a degree, that 
they refolved to prevent the terrible confequences of 
an afiault by a timely compofition. 

A suspension of arms was firft agreed on, under 
pretence of carrying off the dead on both fides, and by 
means of this truce they entered into a negotiation. 
The treaty was foon concluded between parties, the 
one of which was afraid of being carried by fiorm, 
and the other of a new fuccour’s obliging them to raife 
the fiege ; fo they clapped up an agreement, that the 
Sarazens Ihould deliver up the place immediately to 
the Chriftians, and that the latter Ihould furnilh them 
wagg° ns with a convoy to carry their effe&s to Laris, 
a city in the defart ; which was executed punctually 
Auguft 1 2. A. D. 1 1 54.* 

There had been no conqueft, fince that of Jerufa- 
lem, either more glorious or more ufeful than this of 
Afcalon. The Chriftian garrifon that was placed there 
joining with that of Gaza, raifed contributions even in 
Egypt itfelf. .The news of its being taken was receiv- 
ed 

a Thecontinuator of Sigebert places this ^ .at in A, D, 11^3* 
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ed with extrordinary joy in Europe : They were well 
apprized of the part which the, mailer of the hofpi- 
tallers had in it, and the acknowledgement of his 
fervices was, in all probability, the reafon why pope 
Anaftafius IV. granted new privileges to the order, and 
confirmed the old ones, as may be feen in the bull of 
this pontiff addreffed to Raimond Dupuy. The pope 
therein declares, that following the example of his pre- 
deceiTors Innocent II. Celeftine II. Lucius Ii. and Eu- 
genius III. he takes the hofpital and houfe of St. John 
into the protection of St. Peter ; that he allows the 
hofpitallers to build churches and church-yards in all 
the lands and feigniories belonging to them, and to 
inter their deceafed brethren there, with all the cere- 
monies of the church, notwithilanding any interdict 
iffued out by the ordinary, and even to fay or caufe 
mafs and divine fervice to be laid once a year in^any 
other interdicted churches, if lying in the road which 
the hofpitallers are obliged to travel in obedience to 
the orders of their fuperiors. 

The holy father, directing his difcourfe to them, 
fays, “ As you, my brethren, make fo worthy an ufe 
“ of your goods and poffeffions, employing them for 
“ the maintenance of the poor, and entertainment of 
« pilgrims, we forbid all the faithful, of what dignity 
« foever they are, to exaCt the tythe of your lands, 
“ or to publifh any ecclefiaftical fentence of interdict, 
“ fulpenfion 01 excommunication in the churches be- 
“ longing to you ; and in cafe of a general interdict 
“ laid upon whole countries, you may ftill continue to 
“ have divine fervice faid in your churches, provided 
“ it be done with the doors fhut, and without ringing 
“ of bells. We grant you likeways the iiberty of ad- 
<* mitting prielts and clerks, as well into your princi- 
“ pal houfe of Jerufalem', as into the other fubordi- 
“ nate houfes that depend upon it. And iff any bi- 
“ fhops or ordinaries oppofe it, you may neverthelefs, 
“ in virtue of the authority of the holy fee, receive 
“ them, after proper teftimonials of their conduCt ; 
<{ and fuch priefts and clerks fhall be. abfolutely ex- 
H 2 empted 
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“ empted from their jurifdiftion, and be fubjeCl only 
to the holy fee and your chapter. You may like- 
way s receive laicks of free condition for the fervice 
of the poor. And as for fuch brothers as have been 
“ once admitted into your fociety, we forbid them to 
“ quit it, or to enter into any other order under pre- 
“ fence of greater regularity. And with regard to the de- 
‘ dication of your churches, the confecration of your 
“ altars, and the ordination of your clergy, vou fh'dl ap- 
“ piy to the bifhop of the diocefe, if he be in commu- 
“ mon with the holy fee, and will confer holy orders 
gratis,* but if not, you are authorized by the holy 
<f lee t0 chure an y hifhop you fhall fee fit. Moreover, 
“ we a new all grants oflands and feignories 

’J 1 ths prefent pofleilion of pour houfe, or which you 
mall hereafter acquire on this fide the fea, or beyond 
“ it, as well in Europe as in Afia. In line, (fays A- 
naltafius, direfting his fpeech to the great mailer,) 
“ when ^ ftall pleafe God to take you to himfelf, 
“ ' v ® ordain that your brother hofpitallers fhall have 
“ * uil and ent >re liberty to cleft your fucceffor, any 
force or contrivance to the contrary whatfoever not- 
“ withftanding.” 

Though this bull of pope Anaftafius was in the 
main only a confirmation of the privileges which his 
predecefTors had already granted to the order of St. 
John, yet Foucher, then patriarch of Jerufalem, and 
the other Latin bilhops of Paleftine, refolutely oppofed 
thefe exemptions, which were fo many diminutions of 
their jurifd&ion and revenues. 

Of all the ecclefiaftical penalties inflicted by popes 
and bilhops upon finners, that of a general excommu- 
nication or interdict, though fcarce fo much as known 
in the primitive church, was at that time the moll fre- 
quent. They made ufe of it again# princes that were 
refractory to the church; the thunder bolt was level- 
led at their dominions ; all their fubjeCts were invol- 
ved in the fentence, and a multitude of innocent per- 
fons fuffered on account of a fingle offender. The 
form and manner of executing this fentence had no- 
thing 
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thing in it but what was difmal and even terrible. 
The altars were intirely ftrippM ; the crofles, the ihrines 
for relicks, the images and ftatues of the faints were 
laid flat upon the ground, and covered all over, to fig- 
nify that it was a time of grief and mourning : The 
bells ceafed to be rung, and were even taken down 
from the belfreys : No facrament was adminiflred, 
but baptifm to children newly born, and confeflion and 
the communion as a viaticum to dying perfons : No 
mafs was faid in r churches but with the doors ihut ; 
flelh was prohibited, during the interdifl, as much as 
in lent ; and to fuch a height was this rigour carried, 
that people were forbidden to greet one another, or be 
fhaved, nor was it permitted to give the tonfor, or cut 
the hair of the priefts or clergy. 

But what is flill more deplorable is, that fome 
popes and bifhops often employed thefe arms againft 
kings and fovereign princes, and for interefts purely 
temporal. ’Twas one of the furefl: inflruments of their 
government. The people, frighted to fee themfelves 
deprived of the outward exercife of religion, forced 
their fovereigns, for fear of a general revolt, to fubmit 
to the yoke. ’Tis no wonder therefore, if the patri- 
arch of Jerufalem, and other Latin biihops of the eaft, 
bore impatiently, that whilft the kings of Jerufalem, 
and the princes of Antioch and Tripoli, were not ex- 
emptfrom their jurifdi&ion in point of the interdict, the 
popes fhould grant this privilege to the hofpitallers. 
Thefe prelates too were not lefs aggrieved with the 
exemption from tythes, which they had feized after 
the conqueft of the Holy Land, to the prejudice of the 
clergy of the Greek church. 

The natural defire of preferving great pofleflions, 
and defending their authority, motives which touch 
men to the quick, broke the union which had"hitherto 
fubfifted between the fecular clergy and the hofpital- 
lers. The biihops could not bear to think, that the 
holy fee had difpenfed with the knights from paying 
them the tythe ofall their pofleflions, and they extended 
this right and their pretenfions even to the booty that 
H 3 might 
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might he gained from pillaging the camp and territo- 
ries of the infidels. The privilege likeways which the 
hofpitallers had obtained of faying or caufing divine 
fervice to be faid in their churches during the inter- 
dict, notwithstanding they did it with the doors fliut, 
brought abundance of offerings and alms to the prielts 
and chaplains of the order, which the fecular clergy 
looked upon as fo many robberies committed upon 
themfelves. Befides thefe general grievances, Foucher 
the patriarch complained of one particular relating to 
himfelf, viz. that the hofpitallers, whofe church and 
houfe flood near the church of the holy fepulchre, had 
ereCted more magnificent buildings than his own church 
and palace : The complaints were bitter on both fides ; 
the one founded their claim on common right, the o - 
ther pleaded their privileges in bar of that right. In- 
veCtives and abufive language fucceeded thefe recipro- 
cal complaints ; and, what is not to be mentioned 
without concern, they proceeded at laft to aCts of vio- 
lence. ’Tis faid, that arrows were fhot from the quar- 
ter of the hofpitallers again ft the priefts of the patri- 
arch. Thefe ecclefiafticks indeed did not return force 
for force ; but out of a more refined fort of venge- 
ance, they gathered up thefe arrows, tied them in a 
bundle, and, to preferve the memory of fo odious an 
outrage, fixed them up at the entrance of the church 
of Calvary. William Archbifhop of Tyre relates 
this fad as an eye-witnefs * ; but that writer, 
though no way favourable to the hofpitallers, owns 
at the fame time, that the great mafter was reverenced 
as a good man that feared God : Thefe are his very 
words. He adds, that the caufe of thefe diffenfions 
ought to be laid upon the popes, who had exempted 
thefe military friars from the epifcopal jurifdiClion. 

Tiie patriarch, to obtain a repeal of thefe privile- 
ges, which were fo odious to him, under- 
1 1 j 5 . took the weftern voyage, though near an 
hundred years old, and refolved to go in per- 
fon to pope Adrian IV. who was then upon the holy 

fee. 

* 1. 17. c. 3. p. 932. 


Raimond Dupuy firfi military Grand Mafter . g i 

fee. He was accompanied with Peter archbifhop of 
Tyre the hidorian’s predeceffor, Baldwin archbilhop 
of Cefarea, Frederic bifhop of Acre, Amaury of Si- 
don, Conftantine of Lydda, Renier of Sebade, and 
Herbert of Tiberias. The great mafter and council 
of the order fent deputies alfo on their part, to anfwer 
the complaints of thefe prelates ; and, if we may be- 
lieve William archbifhop of Tyre, thefe deputies had 
got the dart of the patriarch, and by great prefents 
had made the pope and w'hole court of Rome their 
friends. Foucher and the other bifhops of Paledine 
had audience of the pope at Ferento, a little town 
near Viterbo. This great affair was debated at fe- 
veral feffions before the pope and the whole college of 
cardinals ,* and fpr the better maintaining of the rights 
of the parties, both Tides were allowed advocates and 
lawiers to plead for them. The bifhops complained 
that the hofpitallers, abudng their privileges, received 
excommunicate perfons into their churches, and in 
cafe of death gave them Chriftian burial ; that during 
the interdict laid upon the city, they had rung their 
bells, contrary to an exprefs claufe in their privileges ; 
that their church being near that of the holy fepul- 
chre, they fet them continually a ringing whild the 
patriarch was preaching the word of God to the people, 
on purpofe to hinder his being heard ; and that they 
refufed to pay tythe of their revenues in all the dio- 
cefes of Paledine, where they had any lands and e- 
dates. 

The archbifhop of Tyre, after relating all the com- 
plaints of the clergy, fays nothing of the defence made 
by the hofpitallers ; he only gives us to underdand, 
that they got the affair protra&ed ; that by their pre * 
fents and intered in the court of Rome they kept the 
pope from giving judgment in it, and the patriarch 
and bilhops of Paledine, feeing plainly of themfelves, 
and having fecret advice from their friends, that they 
fhould never obtain any fentence, took leave of the 
fovereign pontiff, and returned home, fays the hido- 
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rian, loaded with confufion. He adds, * that of all 
the cardinals there were hut two To juft and faithful to 
Jefus Chrid, as to declare themfelvcs in favour of the 
clergy ; that the pope and all the red of them, corrupt- 
ed by the prefents of the hofpitallers, followed, fays 
he*, the fteps of Balaam, fon of Bofor; a compari- 
fon certainly very odious, and the more fo, becaufe 
of the two cardinals, that were, according to this au- 
thor, fo faithful to Jefus Ohrid. For one of them was 
Oftavian, who fet himfelf up afterwards for antipope, 
by the name of Vidor II. and caufed a terrible fchifm 
and infinite mifehief to the church; and the other was 
John de Morfon, cardinal of St. Martin, one of the 
minifters of his ambition, and the principal abettor of 
the fchifm. 

To juftify entirely the memory of Adrian, 
we are indifpenfibly obliged to obfer/e, that 1156. 
this pontiff, one of the mod difmtereded 
popes that ever fat upon the throne of St. Peter, far 
from enriching his family out of the treafures of the 
holy fee, gave not the lead fhare of them to his relati- 
ons ; that he carried his didnteredednefs even to an 
unwarrantable rigour ; and though his mother, who 
furvived him, was reduced to extreme poverty, all 
that he did for her was, by his will to recommend her 
to the charity of the church of Canterbury. But if 
we may believe Bofio, his bare declaring in favour of 
the hofpitallers was enough to draw upon him all the 
bitternefs that flows, fays he, from the pen of that 
partial hidorian. c 

After all, the patriarch of Jerufalem and hishido- 
rian could not but know, that the predecefTors of Ana- 
dafius had before this granted the hofpitallers mod of 
the privileges in quedion, without any complaint ever 
being made of their being procured by bribery. But 


c Nella narratione della qual iftoria il fus derto archivefcovo 
diTyro aggrava molto la mano addoflo a gli hofpitalieri, fcrivendla 
in quefto particolare piu tofto come prelato et archivefcovo orien- 
tale, et confequentemcnte come interefiato et appafiianato, che 
come iftorico. Bofio, 1 . 6, p, 197. 
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it is probable enough, that the popes being engaged 
in troublefome wars, either againft the emperors of 
the weft, or the Normans of Apulia and Sicily, and 
even againft the inhabitants of Rome, were not un- 
willing to exempt the hofpitallers and templars from 
the jurifdi&ion of their ordinaries, thereby to engage 
more particularly in their interefts, fo confiderable a 
military body, whofe power and riches were continu- 
ally encreafing in all parts of Chriftendom. 

I shall not take upon me to give an account of 
the feveral fettlements, made in thofe times in favour 
of the hofpitallers of St. John : this would carry me 
too far. But I think myfelf obliged to obferve, that 
part of the great revenues of the hofpitallers and tem- 
plars came chiefly from the princes, nobility and 
gentry, who, upon taking the habit and crofs of the 
two orders, gave them moftof their great feigniories. 
Thus about that time Guy, count and fovereign of 
Forcalquier, taking the crofs and habit of an hofpital- 
ler, gave to the order of St. John his caftle of Manof* 
que, which contained fuch confiderable lands and feig- 
niories, that they made a bailiwic of it afterwards, 
with the title of bailiff inftead of commander. The 
Grandees of Spain did not come behind the French in 
thefe fentiments of efteem for the two military orders, 
and the hiftorian of Arragon tells us, that about A. D. 
1153, Don Pedro Dartal, the firft baron of that king- 
dom, gave to the hofpitallers and templars the city of 
Borgia, with its dependencies, which they exchanged 
afterwards with Raimond Berenger, prince of Arragon, 
for Dumbel, and the caftles of Alberic and Cabanos. 

These donations, fo frequent at that time, will be 
lefs furprizing, if we conftder the admirable ufe that 
thefe military friars made of them. Out of all their 
great revenues, the hofpitallers and templars hard only 
a very frugal fubfiftence ; the reft was either dedicat- 
ed to the maintenance of the poor, or employed in car- 
rying on the war againft the infidels. 

Yet thefe warriors, fo fierce and terrible in the day 
of battle, were quite other men when they came back 

to 
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to their convent. Scarce had they laid afide their arm^, 
but they refumed with the regular habit, all the exer- 
cifes of their firfl profeffion. Some applied themfelves 
to the fervice of the fick ; others were taken up in en- 
tertaining the pilgrims ; fome cleaned their arms, or 
mended the accoutrements of their horfes ; and all, 
in their refpe&ive employs, kept a religious filence, 
and feemed as referved and penfive as if they had been 
hermits and anchorets : a new manner of life, very rare 
and unknown till then, wherein, without being entire- 
ly confined to the cloifter, or engaged in the world, 
they pradtifed fucceffively all the virtues of two fuch 
oppofite conditions. This we learn from St. Bernard, 
a contemporary writer, who, in the defcription which 
he has left us of the templars manner of life, has 
drawn a fort of living picture of the military friars of 
thofe times, fuch an one as it is to be wifhed' their fuc- 
ceffors had always before their eyes. 

“ They live together, fays that holy abbot, in an 
“ agreeable, but frugal, manner ; without wives or 
<c children, or having any thing in property to them- 
“ felves, even fo much as their own will. They are 
“ never idle, nor rambling abroad ; and when they 
“ are not in the held marching againd the infidels, 
“ they are either fitting up their arms, and the har- 
“ nefs of their horfes, or eife employing themfelves 
“ in pious exercifes by order of their fuperior. An 
“ infolent expreffion, an immoderate laughter, the lead 
“ murmur, does not pafs without a fevere correction. 
“ They deted cards and dice, they are never allowed 
“ the diverfion of hunting, or ufelefs vifits ; they abo- 
“ minate ail fhows, drolleries, difcourfes, or fongs of a 
“ loofe nature ; they bathe but feldom, are generally 
“ in an undrefs, their face burnt with the fun, and 
“ their look grave and folemn. When they are en- 
“ tering into an engagement, they arm themfelves 
“ with faith within and fteel without, having no or- 
“ naments either in their drefs, or upon the accoutre- 
“ ments of their horfes ; their arms are their only 
tl finery, and they make ufe of them with courage, 

“ without 
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without being daunted, either at the number or 
“ force of the .Barbarians ; .all their confidence is in the 
< f God of hofts; and in fighting for his caufe they feek 
“ a fure vidtory, or aChriftian and honourable death. 

The luftre of their virtues, and. the glory they ac- 
quired daily by their valour, raifed a generous emula- 
tion among the nobility and gentry of Spain. We ob- 
ferved, at the beginning of this hiflory, that the Moors 
in the eight century took the greateft part of that king- 
dom from the Goths. ’Tis well known, that the Chri- 
flians which remained of that nation, flying from the 
perfecutionof the infidels, retired at firft into the moun- 
tains of the Afturias, from whence they fallied out af- 
terwards, under the conduct of Pelagius, to defend 
their liberty and religion. That prince, by little and 
little, enlarged the bounds of his kingdom. His fuc- 
ceffors were yet more profperous ; they recovered feve- 
ral provinces from the Moors ; and thefe Chriflian 
princes, who carried on the war in different quarters, 
to preferve a recipocral independency among them- 
felves, ere&ed. thefe provinces over which they affum- 
ed a fovereignty into fo many kingdoms. Such is the 
original of the kingdoms of Leon, Caftile, Navarre, 
Arragon, Portugal, Valentia, &c. The Moors too 
on their fide had cantoned out their conquefts, and 
we find among thofe Barbarians the kings of Toledo, 
Cordova, Murcia and' Granada. The one was every 
day in adlion againft the other, and for feveral ages 
there was a. continual war between them. Some Spa- 
nifh gentlemen, in imatition of the templars andhofpi- 
tallers, and for the defence of religion, formed here- 
upon feveral focieties and military orders, compofed 
only of the nobility and gentry of that nation : of thefe 
the order of Calatrava is reckoned the molt antjent. 

Don Sanchez, the third king of Caftile, having 
won from the Moors the city of Calatrava, a ftrong 
place and frontier of the kingdoms of Caftile and To- 
ledo, committed the government and defence of it to 

the 
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the templars : but thefe knights having afterwards ad- 
vice that the kings of the Moors had joined their forces 
to befiege it, and finding themfelves too few to de- 
fend it, they delivered the place back again to the 
king. 

Sanchez had need of all his forces to keep the 
field and make head againft the Moors, who threaten- 
ed at the. fame time to break into Caftile. That prince 
in this diftrefs declared, that if any one was able and 
brave enough to undertake the defence of Calatrava, 
he would give it him in property, to be held under the 
immediate fovereignty of his crown. But the formi- 
dable power of the Moors' had fo intimidated moll of 
the grandees of his court, that there was not one who 
offered to throw himfelfinto a place, which was go- 
ing to have at the foot of its wall the whole forces of 
the infidels. The king was in utter defpair of being 
able to fave it, when a monk of the Ciftertian order, 
profeffed in the abbey of Fitero in Navarre, called 
brother Diego Velafauez, who, before his profeffion, 
had ferved a long time as a foldier, propofed to his 
abbot Don Raimond, with whom he was come into 
Caftile, to make the king an offer to fuftain the fiege 
with his own vaffals, and at his own expence. 

The king, who was well informed of the riches of 
that abbot, and the reputation which Velafquez had 
formerly .acquired in the army, accepted their offer, 
efpecially at a j un&ure when he had no other choice to 
make. The abbot and his monk returned with all 
pofiible expedition into Navarre, and brought back 
with them near twenty thoufand men, moft of them 
their own vaffals or neighbouringFrenchmen that were 
willing to fhare in fo generous an enterprize ; and 
they were afterwards joined by feveral Caftilian gen- 
tlemen ; at the fame time they fupplied the place with 
provifions and ammunition, and this military colony 
added to the fortifications of the city a fort which co- 
vered it entirely. 

’Twas out of this body of Navarefe and Caftilian 
gentlemen, who threw themfelves into Calatrava, that 

the 
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the military order of that name was afterwards formed, 
viz. A. D. 1 158. From the fame motive of making 
war againft the Moors ofSpain, there arofe about A. D. 
1175 , a fecond military order, dedicated to St. James 
of the fword, and A. £). 1212, the order of Alcantara 
was inflituted. Thefe three particular orders, con- 
fined to Spain, were diftinguifhed from one another 
by croffes of different colours, but all equally termi- 
nated by flower de luces ; a circumftance which would 
make one imagine, that the Spaniards took thefe 
flowers from the arms of France, to preferve the me- 
mory of thofe fuccours which the French had brought 
them from time to time in their wars againft the in- 
fidels. 

Such were the military friars in the firft age of their 
inftitution, which, in refpecc of them, may be reckon- 
ed the golden age of thefe orders. The hofpitallers, 
templars, and Spanifh knights, were diftinguiihcd no 
lefs by a folid piety, than by their valour ; but that 
bleffed time did not laft above an age; the man of 
war got infenfibly the better of the monk ; and valour, 
love of glory, and oftentimes the defire of amaffmg 
wealth, made their devotion and piety flag infenfibly. 
Ambition, and views of aggrandizing themfelves by 
particular conquefls, began to infedl thefe orders, tho’ 
founded originally upon the vow of poverty. Out of 
this humane motive it was, that the hofpitallers of PaJe- 
ftine refufed a little before to undertake the defence of 
Paneas, unlefs Humphrey de Thoron, to whom the 
place belonged, would confent to divide the property 
and revenues of it with them. That lord was forced to 
purchafe the affiftance of their arms with this condition; 
and it was not till after fuch a ceffion was made, that 
they prepared to march to the fuccour of the place. 

Paneas, a city of Phoenicia, called formerly' Cefi- 
rea Philippi, and fituated at the foot of mount Liba- 
nus, was a frontier of the principality of Damafcus, 
of which Noradin, that formidable enemy of the Chri- 
ikitis, was the fovereign. The hofpitallers, having a- 
greed upon their terms with Humphrey, loaded a great 
Vgl.I. I number 
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number ofliorfes and camels with arms, ammunition 
and provifions ; all which fet out from Jerufalem un- 
der a numerous convoy, and advanced towards the 
city, the laft of the kingdom on that fide. Noradin 
having notice from his fpics of the departure of the 
convoy, laid an ambuih in the way, and when the 
hofpitallers drew near to Paneas, they found them- 
felves furrounded on all fidcs. However, they made a 
brave defence, and fought a long while with their ufu- 
al valour; but were forced to yield at laft to fuperior 
forces : they were bore down by the vaft number of 
the infidels, favoured at* the fame time by the advan- 
tage of the poll: they had feized, and moft of the hof- 
pitallers that went upon this expedition perifhed in 
ft: nor was this defeat the laft difafter that happened 
to the Chriftians. Noradin, in hopes of finding the 
inhabitants in a confirmation at this lofs, laid fiege to 
the place, and after a brisk and continual attack of 
fome days, made himfelf mafter of the town. He then 
prepared to attack the caftle, whither the inhabitants 
had retired; but having advice that the king of Jeru- 
falem was marching with great expedition to make 
him raife the fiege, this infidel prince, who dreaded 
his valour, fet fire to the city, and retired with precipi- 
tation. But he had not got far, before he entrenched 
himfelf in a craggy place, where he could not be for- 
ced, and from thence obferved the march oftheChri- 
ftian army. The king entered Paneas without oppo- 
fition, repaired the confufions which the enemy and 
the fire had caufed, and putting troops and provifions 
into the caftle, fet out upon his return for Jerufalem. 
He marched with too much rafhncfs and fecurity to 
be upon his guard, and had even fent away his foot 
before him. "Noradin quitted the place he had retired 
to, advanced into the country, and got before him 
without his having any notice of it; and having found 
a fpot proper for an ambufeade, waited at the pafiage, 
furprized him, and fell upon his troops, which ' ver ^ 
broken almoft without fighting. All that they could 
fio was to fave the king, but moft of the Chrilhan no- 
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bility and officers were taken prifoners. The templars 
had no better fuccefs upon this occafion, than the hcf- 
pitallers in the former adlion, and brother Bertrand de 
Blanchfort their great mailer, a pious and devout man, 
fays William ofTyre, was taken prifoner with brother 
Odo, one of his knights and marfhalof the kingdom. 

The taking of the town ofPaneas was the fir ft 
fruit of the vidtory of the infidels. They entered it a 
fecond time without much difficulty, but miftarried 
before the caftle, a place well fortified, and into 
which the garrifon of the town and the inhabitants 
had retired. As I relate thefe different events no far- 
ther than I am obliged by the fhare the military order, 
whofe hiftory I write, had in them, I lhall not dwell 
on what palled in Syria during the reft of the year; 
and lhall only obferve, that Noradin, always on the 
watch to extend his conquefts, took the field early the 
year following, and laid fiege to the caftle cfSueta or 
Czueta, an ancient city, as it is faid, of the country 
of Hus. The Latin Chriftians had carefully fortified 
this place, which was fituatcd in the ftraits of the moun- 
tains, and opened an eafy paffage into the plains of 
Damafcus. 

The king of Jerufalem, who knew the importance 
of this fort, immediately affembled all his troops, and 
fupported by a good body of cavalry, brought him by 
Thierry count of Flanders his brother-in-law, he re- 
folved to try again the fortune of war, rather than let 
a place of Inch confequence be lofL The Chriftian 
army advanced on the fide of the mountains, and had 
no difficulty to find the enemy, Noradin by the adv ice 
ofSiracon his general chufing rather to draw his troops 
out of their lines than let himfelf be attacked 
in his camp. He marched up to meet the 1148. 
Chriftians, and gave them battle in the plains - 
ofPutaha. The armies foon engaged. The foldiers 
on both fides as it were in concert, without Ihooting an 
arrow, and contrary to the practice of thofe times, ad- 
vanced fiercely fword in hand. The king at the head 
of the principal lords of his kingdom, and followed by 
I z the 
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military orders, in which the krength of his army lay, 
charged the enemy firk, drove all before him that 
ilood in his way, and had the lefs trouble to break 
that firk body, becaufe the Turcomans ufually put 
their work troops in the vanguard. ,But after this firk 
trial of each other’s force, Siracon appeared at the head 
of a new line, compofed of old foldiers ; he rallied 
the fugitives and rekored the battle. Upon this oc- 
cafion the Chrikians and infidels made extraordinary 
efforts, and both of them, fupported by the view and 
example of their fovereigns and generals, fought a long 
while with equal fury, without either fide’s giving 
way, or the leak appearance of fear and terror. No 
fooner was one loldier killed than another kep’d up 
m his place, and whatever danger there was in the 
firk ranks, every one v/as pr effing to get thither: ne- 
ver was there feen fo furious and bloody a battle. The 
Chrikians, enraged to find fo long a refinance, and a- 
nimated by the generous reproaches of their officers, 
made a freki effort, and as if they had received a new 
reinforcement, flung themfelves in fo refolute a man- 
ner into the thickek of the enemies battalions, that 
the infidels, not able any longer to fupport this lak 
charge, were obliged to retire and give ground, tho’ 
kill in good order and keeping their ranlcs. But the 
king of Jerufaiem and the count of Flanders, coming 
up at the head of a large body of cavalry, during this 
motion which the enemy was forced to make, obliged 
them to fly outright and disband entirely. More than. 
6coo foldiers on the. infidels fide lay dead upon the 
place, belides the wounded and prifoners. All the ho- 
nour of the day was juflly aferibed to the king, a young 
prince of excellent valour. His courage multiplied 
him, as we may fay, on fuch occafions, and particularly 
in this lafl battle ; he was feen almofl at the fame time 
in different places, and in every one where the danger 
was greatek, and his prefence neceffary. 

’Tis not known whether the great maker of the 
hofpitallers was in this a&ion : his age probably ex- 
cufed him from it, he being above fourfeore years old. 

The 
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The venerable old man, covered with wounds, and 
worn out with years, had wthdrawn himfelfto the houfe 
of the hofpitallers of St. John at Jerufalem. There 
in a profound retirement, amidft ferious reflections, 
and in continual exercifes of piety, this genuine fcldi- 
er of Jefus Chrifc prepared himfelf for the great day 
that is fo terrible even to the holieft monks. He faw 
at laft that dreadful moment arrive which decides the 
fate of an eternity : but if he faw its approaches with 
a wholefome fear, it was alfo with the filial confidence 
of a true chriftian, who had expofed his life a thou- 
fand times in defence of the holy places, where the 
author of life himfelf vouchafed to die for the falvation 
of man. Thus ended his days in the arms of his bre- 
thren, Raimond Dupuy, the firft of the military great 
mafters, much greater by his folid piety and rare va- 
lour, than by his dignity, and fuch as we may com- 
pare at the fame time to the holieft founders of regular 
orders, and the greateft generals of that age. The 
hofpitallers, and indeed all the Latin Chriftians of the 
eaft, who had been witnefles of his virtues, anticipat- 
ing his canonization, revered him as of the number of 
the biefled; a tide which pofterity confirmed to him. 


The end of the firft Book.' 
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A S foon as the hofpitallers had paid their lafl: 

duties to the great mailer, they aflembled. 
for the choice of his fuccelfor. Brother Auger 
deBalben was propofed to fill that great poll. 
The difinterellednefs, modelly and humility • which 
reigned in that firll age of the order, prevented the 
putting up of any competitor: Balben 
Auger d e was elefted with the acclamations and 
Baleen. concurrent fufFrages of all the chapter. 

He was a French gentleman, of the 
province of Dauphine, an old comrade in war of Rai- 
mond Dnpuy’s, of a great age, reverenced in the order 

for 

a Ad hoc etiam milites templi Hierofolymitani, ac fratres de 
hofpitali, fab religiofo habitu contin^nter viventes, ubique fe mul- 
tiplicando in religiofitate fe defendebant, Chron, GuiJ, de Nan- 
lisadann. 113:, 


Auger de Balben Grand Mafter. 105 

for his piety and prudence, and of great weight for his 
advice in the king’s council. 

History affords us a proof of it on occafion of the 
fchifm raifed in the church upon the death of pope A - 
drian IV. Cardinal Roland, chancellor of the church 
of Rome, had been raifed to the chair of St. Peter by 
the votes of the greateft part of the cardinals, and had 
merited this advancement by his piety and great expe- 
rience in the government of the church, wherein he 
had always had a great fhare. He took the name of 
Alexander III. yet in oppofition to this canonical elec- 
tion, cardinal O&avian, hurried away by his ambiti- 
on, and fupported by mod of the fenators and grandees 
of Rome, who were his relations, had caufed himfelf 
to be declared pope, by the name ofVidlor III. byjohn 
de Morfon cardinal of St. Martin, and Guy de Crema 
cardinal of St. Calixtus. The emperor, who, in his 
difputes with the court of Rome, had experienced the 
fteady and refolute difpofition of cardinal Roland, fa- 
voured the intrufion of the antipope ; the kings of 
France, England, Naples and Sicily declared them- 
felves for Alexander. This competition divided the 
whole church, and produced the fatal fchifm we are 
fpeaking of. 

The pope, defirous to be acknowledged by the La- 
tin church of the eaft, fent John, cardinal prieft of St. 
John and St. Paul, thither as his legate. Some Ge- 
noefe veffels carried the legate into Phoenicia, and he 
landed at. Gibyle formerly called Gebal. He imme- 
diately difpatched a copy of his powers to the king, 
and requeued that prince’s permiffion to exercife his 
legatine authority throughout the kingdom. 

But as the opinions of the council were divid- 1 1 60. 
ed, the king fent him word to ftay at Gibyle, 
till he was better informed of what had palfed " 
in the ele&ion of the two pretenders. In the H 6 1 . 
mean time a council was called at Nazareth, 
at which were prefent Amaury patriarch of Jerufalem, 
Peter archbifhop of Tyre, all the bifhops of Paleftine* 
and the grand makers of the two military orders. The 

king 
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king too thought proper to be there, together with his 
council and the principal nobility of the kingdom. 

The bufmefs of the council was to determine which 
of the popes fhould be acknowledged in Paleftine. 
The opinions were divided ; fome declared in favour 
of Alexander-, others preferred the antipope ; and be- 
fides divers fadts alledged to juftify the canonicalnefs 
of his election, they reprefented, that this cardinal, in 
Adrian’s lifetime, had, upon all occafions, with great 
zeal, defended the interefts of the church and clergy of 
Paleftine. But the reader may fee in the former book, 
that this pretended zeal confided only in his declaring 
againft the hofpitallers, in concert with the cardinal 
of St. Martin, at the aftembly of Ferento. 

This was the chief motive which engaged fome 
bifhops to favour Octavian. The king, who was afraid 
that this diverfity of fentiments might occafion a fchifm 
in his dominions, ftarted a third opinion. He pro- 
pofed to the fathers of the council not to declare for 
either of the pretenders, till the church had decided 
the queftion in a general council ; that however, in con- 
fideratlon of the legate’s merit, they fhould allow hint 
to come to Jerufalem, make his ftations there, and vi- 
fit the holy places, but only as a private man, and 
without exerciiing any aft of his legatine power. 

“ The fchifm ( fays he, according to William of 
“ Tyre) is but beginning; we do not yet knowclear- 
i{ ly enough which fide has the better right. Why 

then fhould we make fo hafty a determination in an 
“ affair of fuch mighty importance ? Befides, (adds 
“ the prince) what need has the church of Paleftine of 
« a legate, an officer of the court of Rome ? Do not 
“ we know, that fuch perfons never enter a kingdom 
“ without ruining the churches and monafteriesby their 
“ exactions ? And can a ftate, exhaufted by continu- 
“ al wars, which muft be maintained againft the infi- 
“ dels, furnifh fuch immenfe fums as they exadt, un- 
“ der colour of defraying the neceft'ary expences of 
“ their legation,” 
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A motive To prefTmg, in which the clergy were 
particularly interefted, and fupported by a prince whom 
all men honoured for his great qualities, drew moll of 
the bifhops over to his opinion : and it would have 
pafihd unanimoully, if the archbilhop of Tyre, fecond- 
ed by the great mailer, had not gencroufly oppofedit. a 
The archbilhop reprefented with great force, that A- 
lexander’s election was canonical, and made with the 
confent of the foundefl part of the clergy and people 
of Rome ; that the didurbance which an ambitious 
cardinal raifed in the church could in noways excufe 
the faithful from the actual obedience which all Chri- 
flians owed to the lawful vicar of jefus Chrift ; that 
the way of fufpenfion on this occafion was no fecurity 
to their confciences ; and that for his part, he was re • 
folved to adhere to a pope, in whofe election the votes 
of moil of the cardinals and the wifhes of all good men 
concurred. In a word, this prelate fpoke with fo 
much zeal and refolution, that he brought the king 0- 
ver to his opinion. The legate was admitted into the 
kingdom ; bat he had not long exercifed his functi- 
ons there, and exacted the dues of his legatine office, 
but he became a charge to thofe very per Ions who had 
from the firft fhewn the greateft eagernefs of his recep- 
tion : thefe are the very words of William archbilhop 
of Tyre. 

The patriarch of jerufalem wrote in his own name 
and in that of his fuffragans to pope Alexander, to a- 
quaint him with what had palled in his favour in the 
fynod of Nazareth. “ Being informed, fays he in his 
“ letter to him, that your election was made by an 
“ unanimous concurrence of the clergy and people, 
“ we have allowed and approved of it ; and in con- 
“ fequence tliereof, have excommunicated Odtavian, 
“ with the two cardinals John and Guy, and their a- 
“ bettors, and have unanimoully made choice of, and 
“ received 'you for cur temporal lord and fpiritual fa- 
6< ther.” I make no queftion but it will appear ado- 
nilhing to fee this patriarch, even in the king’s pre- 
fence. 


a Eofio lib. 6. 
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fence, give the pope the title of temporal lord ; but it 
will be lefs furprifing, if we confider, that the court of 
Rome had formerly endeavoured *to make it pafs for a 
maxim, that all the con quells which the Chrillians had 
gained over the infidels, and all illands, efpecially 
where Chriflianity was ellablifhed, belonged of right 
to the holy fee ; that the popes were the fjpreme fo- 1 
vereigns of them, and that other princes enjoyed them 
only by a title of fuzerainete, or fubaltern fovereign- 
ty. ’Tis well enough known what regard is paid now 
a days to thefe ultramontain pretenfons. 

If we may believe Bofio, all the hofpitallers, by 
their adherence to the holy fee, had a great hand in the 
ready obedience that the church of Palelline paid to 
Alexander III. 

The grand maker of this order was not lefs fufici- 
ent or lefs fuccefsful in terminating a famous difference - 
that rofe not long after in the kingdom about the na- 
ture of the government. King Baldwin III. being poi- 
foned at the age of thirty three, and after a reign of 
twenty years, by a Jewifh or Arabian phyfician, No- 
radin’s minikers and commanders adviied him to im- 
prove the opportunity and invade Palekine. “ God 
“ forbid, replied that generous prince, that I fhould 
“ take advantage of the misfortune of the Chrikians, 

“ from whom, after the death of fo great a prince, I 
u have nothing more to fear.” 

Baldwin dying without children, the fuccefiion, 
Feb according to the ekablifhed ufage ever fince 
j j f the death of Godfrey de Bouillon, de. 

* feended upon prince Amaury his brother. 
But fome great lords, who fecretly afpired to the 
throne of Jerufalem, maintained, from the very ex- 
ample of Godfrey de Bouillon, that the crown was en- 
tirely eledlive. They added, that if his fuccekors had 
inherited it, it was not fo much in virtue of their birth- 
right, as by reafon of the opinion men had of their va- 
lour, 

a Ep. Urb. II. apud Ughel. I. 3. p. 423. Ep. Adrian IV. Tom* 
JO. Concil. edit. Cofiart. p. J144. Joan de Salisbery metalog. 4* 
c. ult. Matt, Paris ad an. 
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lour, and by way of acknowledgment for the impor- 
tant fervices they had done the ftate ; in a word, that 
the crown ought to be only the price and recom- 
pence of merit and valour. 

Several gentlemen, without having fuch high pre- 
tenfions as thele great lords, did yet adhere to their 
party out of the fear that had been inftilled into them 
of young Amaury’s government, 1 a prince indeed of 
great courage, bold, enterprising, and even of a fuperi- 
or genius ; but proud, haughty, prefumptuous, the or- 
dinary foibles of youth ,♦ and, what was more furprizing 
at his age, covetous, and fufpedled of thinking no 
means unjuft that could contribute to fwell his exche- 
quer. 

Yet this prince was not without his partifans : all 
the gentry and military men, who had received favours 
from his family, were inviolably attatched to him. 
The clergy and people, who honoured the memory of 
the kings Fulk and Baldwin, declared openly for A- 
maury. Behdes, as he was poffeiTed of the counties 
of Jaffa and Afcalon, by way of appanage, he foon 
faw himfelf at the head of a powerful army ; and that 
of the great lords began to decline and leffen every 
day through the diverfity and competition of their in- 
terefls and pretenfions. 

However, both parties made preparations for war, 
and it looked as if this great difpute could have been 
determined no other way than by force ; but molt of 
the good men, who forefaw with grief the difmal con- 
fequences of a civil war, laboured and interpofed for 
an accommodation. The grand mafter of the hof- 
pitallers had the principal fhare in it. That wife old 
man, ftill more venerable for his virtue than his age, 
reprefented to thofe grandees, who were moft jealous 
and fond of their pretenfions, that the divifion they 
were raifing in the kingdom tended dire&ly to open 
the gates of Jerufalem to the Sarazens or Turcomans ; 
that the crown which they refufed to put upon Amau- 
ry’s head would infallibly pafs upon that of Noradin, 

or 
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or the caliph of Egypt : “ And if this misfortune hap- 
“ pens, fays he to them, what will become of you ? 
“ you'll be the (laves of infidels and the contempt of 
“ Chriftians ; you will be looked upon as traitors and 
“ Judas’s, who have delivered the faviour of the world 
“ a fecond time into the hands of his enemies.” The 
grand maker by fuch difeourfes calmed the florin, and 
brought thefe lords infenfibly over to the prince’s par- 
ty ; and after fome negociations, wherein each male- 
content took care of his private interefl, they went all 
in a body to allure Amaury of their fubmifiion. That 
prince was afterwards crowned in the church 
1163. ^ ie holy fepulchre the 1 8. February A. D. 
1163, and all the eflates of the kingdom fo- 
lernnly took the oath of fidelity to him. 

The grand maker, worn out with years, did not 
long furvive thataugull ceremony, which might be 
confidered as his own work. He had governed his or- 
der fcarce two years, when death carried him off ; but 
after contributing fo fuccefsfully to the peace of church 
and Hate, he had lived long enough to die with glory. 
The hofpitallers chofe in his (lead brother Arnaud 
de Comps, a knight of an illukrious 
A^rnaud de family in the province of Dauphine, 
Com ps. who was not at all younger than his pre- 
deceffor. Scarce had this new grand ma- 
ker taken poffefiion of his dignity, when he was obliged 
to advance towards the frontiers at the head of the 
hofpitallers. The bufinefs was to oppofe fome frefh 
incurfions of the Sarazens. We have obferved, that 
afeer king Baldwin III. had taken Afcalon, the caliph 
called Elfeis, to fare himfelf from the continual in- 
roads that the garrifons of that place and Gaza made 
upon his frontiers, had fubmitted to pay the kings of 
Jerufalem certain fums by way of contribution. But the 
caliph Adhed, fuccefior to Elfeis, or rather Scha- 
ours or Sannar, who, by the title of fultan, governed 
the flate with an abfolute authority, refufed openly to 
pay that fort of tribute any longer ; and to break a 
treaty fcandalous to his nation in the mofl publick 

manner, 
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manner, he put himfelf at the head of a great body of 
troops, and ravaged in his turn the frontiers of Judea* 
Amaury,' burning with impatience to revenge this 
infradtion of the treaty, affembles his forces, fummons 
the nobility, gentry, and two military orders, and ad- 
vances with great expedition to repulfe the enemy. 
Both fides were preparing for a bloody war, when 
there arofe difturbances and civil wars in Egypt, that 
obliged the fultan to abandon the frontier, and lead 
his troops back into the kingdom. But the king of 
Jerufalem could make no advantage of this precipitate 
retreat. 

To underhand tills point of hiftory, it is neceffary 
to call to mind, what was faid in the firfr book of this 
work ; that after the death of Mahomet, there rofe 
up in that fedl, and even in the falfe prophet’s fami- 
ly, feveral princes, chiefs of different dynafties, who, 
by the name of caliphs, pretended to be heirs to Ma- 
homet’s dominions, and the true interpreters of his 
law : and under this pretext, and to keep their fub- 
je&s in obedience, they had publilhed different com- 
mentaries and explanations of the alcoran, in many 
points contrary and oppofite to one another. Abul- 
abbas, furnamed Saffa, one of Mahomet’s grandfons, 
or at leali defcended of the fame family, having been 
proclaimed caliph, was the founder of the dynafty of 
the Abaffides, which fettled at Bagdat. There were 
thirty feven caliphs of this family, who fucceeded one 
another without interruption, and were acknowleged 
by all the Mahometans of Aha, and particularly by 
theTurcomans of the Selgeucidian race, for the right- 
ful fucceffors of Mahomet. 

About A. D. 908, b the dynafty of the Fathimites, 
i. e. of the princes who pretended to de- 
Hegir. 296. fcend in a dirett line from Aly, and Fa- 
tima, Mahomet’s daughter, began in A- 
frica ; and fixty four years after, the caliph Moez le 
D ini 11 ah entered Egypt, fubdued it, caufed the doc- 
trine of Aly to be received for the only orthodox doc- 
K trine, 

* Will. Tyr, 1 , i 9 . c . s% b Will, Tyr, J, x 9 . c, 20. 


I 10 


Hifiory of the Knights of Ma l t a . 

trine, and forbad the obfervance of that of Omar, and 
the AbafFiaian caliphs that refided at Bagdat, againft 
whom this prince and his fucceffors, ’till the time of 
Adhed that we are lpeaking of, kept up a continual 
fchifm. 

This variety of fentiments in the explanation of 
the alcoran, thefe difputes and fchifms, and efpeci- 
ally their genealogies, which were moft of thena fabu- 
lous, were invented by thefe princes only to impofe 
upon the people, and juftify their ufurpations; but 
fuch as were well fettled in their governments laugh- 
ed at them. Thus one Thabetheba having asked the 
caliph Moez, what branch of the houfe of Aly he was 
defcended from ? the prince, who was then at the 
head of a mighty army, drew his fabre out of the 
fcabbard, and brandifhing it before his eyes, “ See 
“ here, fays he, my father, my mother, and my an- 
“ ceftors ; and throwing handfuls of gold to his foldi- 
“ ers, fee there, adds he, my children and all my po- 
“ fterity.” 

But the defcendants of Moez, grown effeminate 
by luxury and pleafures, abandoned infenfibly the 
government of the kingdom and the command of 
the armies to a firft minifter, who, under the title of 
fultan, like our old maires of the palace, governed with 
an abfolute power. Thefe minifters, who at firft had 
the fovereign authority only in truft, foon made them- 
felves independent; they kept the caliphs confined in 
the middle of a palace, amidft a troop of women and 
eunuchs, and fettered as it were in pleafures. They 
left them only fome appearances of fovereignty; the 
money ftill bore their ftamp; they were named firft in 
the public prayers; the fultan too was obliged to re- 
ceive the inveftiture, and enfigns of his dignity from 
the hand of the caliph: but thefe prerogatives went 
no farther than mere ceremony. The caliphs durft 
not deny the commifiion of fultan to any of their fub- 
jedts that proved the ftrongeft. And thefe princes were 
lo unhappy, that whilft they were neceflitated to re- 
ceive 
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ceive a mate, they had not To much as the choice of 
their tyrants. 

Sannar or Savar, whom we have juft mentioned, 
was then invefted with the dignity and authority of 
fultan in Egypt.This minitter, at the very time that he 
was preparing to attack the Chriftians, law himfelf on 
a hidden Gripped of his dignity by a powerful faction 
formed againft him. A Sarazen his enemy, and ring- 
leader of the confpiracy, called d’Hargan, 
taking his poft, and the command of the ar- 1 1 6 j . 
my, advanced out of hand againtt the king 
of Jerufalem; they came to an engagement; the E- 
gyptians, half naked, and moll of them without any 
arms but their bows and arrows, did not long refift 
the cavalry of Amaury; particularly the knights of St. 
John and the templars, who were armed cap- a -pee. 
Thefe warriors, who formed fquadrons truly formi- 
dable, foon broke the battalions of the infidels. The 
Egyptian army ail disbanded after the £rft difeharge ; 
the king of Jerufalem remained matter of the held, 
and took abundance of prifoners : his foldiers enrich- 
ed themfelves with the booty, and his majetty imme- 
diately marched forward with great expedition, and 
filled thofe large provinces with the terror of his arms, 
and the dread of his name, 

D'Kargan, who had no troops to oppofe him, 
had recourfe to a remedy almott as dangerous the evil 
he defigned to avoid. To ttop the torrent, anj gain 
time to lend for troops from the higherEgypt, he broke 
down the banks of the Nile, and drowned the coun- 
try. But when he thought himfelf fecured againtt the 
Chrittians, he was furprized by a new enemy no lefs 
formidable than the king of Jerufalem. 

Sannar, whom he had difpottetted of his dignity, 
had taken refuge at the court of Noradin, fultan of 
Aleppo ; and to obtain the necettary fuccours for his 
rettauration, he ottered, in cafe he got the better of 
his competitor, to make himfelf his vattal, and to give 
him every year the third part of the revenue of Egypt. 
Noradin, as great a politician as he was a foldier, 
K 2 fancied 
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fancied thefe civil wars would afford him a proper op- 
portunity and means to make himfclf mailer of that 
great kingdom ; befides, that being devoted to the 
fed and iritereds of the Abaffidian caliphs of Bagdat, 
he thought religion would be indebted to him if he 
' could extinguiffi the fchifm by deftroying the govern- 
ment of the Fathimites, whom the Turcomans of the 
Selgeucidian race treated as hereticks. With this view 
lie received Sannar very favourably, and after the trea- 
ty was figned, levied a great body of troops, which, 
though fecmingly under the command of the Egypti- 
an, w r ere in fad governed by Schirgovich or Siracon, 
a Curdeby nation, the firft of Noradin’s captains, and 
one whom he trulled with his mod fecret intentions. 

D’Hargan having notice of this negociation of his 
competitor, and of his preparing to enter Egypt at the 
head of Noradin’s army, and not finding himfelf drong 
enough to make head at the fame time againd the Chri- 
dians of Paledine and the Turcomans of Syria, fued 
for peace of Amaury. That prince would not grant 
it him, but upon condition of paying the tribute which 
had been the occafionof the war; befides which, he 
demanded a large fum of money for the charges of his 
armament. The fultan agreed to every thing, think- 
ing that, at fo unhappy a jundure, he. could not pay 
too dear for peace, or at lead for time to get clear of 
the enemy that appeared to him the mod formidable 
of the two. He marched afterwards againd his rival. 
The Turcomans and Egyptians foon met : d’Hargan 
\?as defeated : he died in the battle, or after it, by the 
treafon of one of his officers ; and Sannar, the old ful- 
tan, was re-indated in his dignity : every thing fub- 
mitted to his power ; he rewarded his creatures, he 
put his enemies to death, and having no further need 
of Noradin’s affidance, he forgot the condition on 
which he had obtained it, or perhaps imagined that 
he was freed from the performance of it by his vidlory. 
This was the ground of a new war. The Turcoman 
general receiving pofitive orders from his mader to re- 
venge the Egyptian’s ingratitude, immediately turned 
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his arms againil him, and feized on Belbeis, former- 
ly Pelufium, and Alexandria. Sannar applied to the 
king of Jerufalem, and to engage him in his interell, 
promifed that prince a conliderable fum, befides an 
augmentation of the tribute which his predecelfor had 
fubmitted to. Upon receiving the money, the king 
figned the treaty, and font one of his officers, called 
Hugh of Csefarea, to get it ratified by tlie 
caliph. This knight being conducted to 11 66. 
an audience of the caliph, prefented him 
the treaty, which that prince ratified; but it was only 
for form fake. Hugh required, that according to the 
example of the king his mailer, he ihould take him 
by the hand. The caliph, who had nothing left of all 
the rights of fovereignty but the ceremonial, affefted a 
great fcruple with regard to the taking a Chrillian by 
the naked hand, and therefore covered his own. But the 
Chrillian knight referring a precaution which border- 
ed upon contempt ; “ Sir, ( fays he briskly to him ) 
“ our treaty ought to be fmcere on both lides, and 
(< executed with the fame ceremonies. The king my 
<c mailer when he ratified it, gave his bare hand to 
“ your embalfadors, and I lhall not accept your ratifi- 
“ cation, unlefs it be made with the fame formalities.” 
The caliph was obliged to uncover his hand, and give 
it to the embalfador. Amaury, purfuant to this trea- 
ty, marched to the fultan’s afiHlance, joined him, beat 
Siracon, and purfued him to Belbeis, whither he had 
retired after his defeat, and forced him, after fome 
days fiege, to furrender the place to him. 

This prince the year following befieged and took 
Alexandria. Young Salahebdm, Siracon’s nephew, 
was in the city, with the greatefi: part of Noradin’s 
army. He was a young foldier of fortune, who had 
at firll nothing to recommend him but the interell and 
power of his uncle ; but he foon gained the elleem of 
the foldiery by his courage and liberality. He is faid 
to have been very loofe in his morals, but the defire 
of raifing himfelf, aud the love of glory, foon got the 
letter of that of pleafurc, and in a lhort time he be- 
K. 3 cams. 
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came a great commander. This young governor de- 
fended himfelf a longtime, and with great valour. He 
made frequent Tallies : every day afforded fome new 
a&ion; and after a fiege of three months, Amaury was 
fcarce farther advanced than the firft day. But the 
perfon, whom he could not fubdue by force of arms, 
was vanquifhed at laft by fcarcity and famine ; and $a- , 
ladin, for want offupply and ammunition, was redu- 
ced to the unhappy neceffity of opening its gates to 
the enemy. This young Mahometan, as he was march- 
ing out of Alexandria at the head of his garrifon, fee- 
ing Humfrey de Thoron, conttable of the kingdom of 
Jerufalem, and charmed with the bravery he had 
ihewn during the whole fiege, is reported to have ad- 
dreffed himfelf to that Chrittian lord, a and to have de- 
fired him, as the gallanted knight he knew, to do 
him the honour of knighting him with his own hand; 
which the conttable, by the king’s permifiion, con- 
fented to, and performed with all the marks of efteem 
and confideration due to his valour, and the noble de- 
fence he had made during the fiege. 

S ann ar, at laft matter of Egypt, and rid of the Sy- 
rians, had nothing to do but to fend the king of Je- 
rufalem back into his own dominions ; and that he 
might not draw upon himfelf his arms and refentment, 
as he had done thofe of Siracon, he made the Chri- 
ttian monarch abundance of magnificent prefents. His 
principal officers too received from him gifts of vari- 
ous forts : provifions by his order were brought from 
all quarters to the army ; and Amaury return- 
1 167. ed to his dominions loaden with glory ; but he 
fullied it afterwards by an enterprize, in which 
the hofpitaliers unhappily had but too great a fliare. 

That prince, born with great views, but of a fiery 
and reftlefs ambition, was, after his return from E* 
gypt, continually refle&ing upon the greatnefs of that 
kingdom, the number and riches of its inhabitants, its 
fleets and the convenience of its ports ; and he was 
thoroughly perfuaded, that it would be very difficult 
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for the Latins to preferve the holy places, if ever there 
ihould be a warlike caliph or fultan at the head of a 
kingdom fo powerful and fo near to Paledine, and 
that fooner or later the Holy Land would again be- 
come a province of Egypt, as it had been before the 
conquefi of Godfrey of Bouillon. Full of thefe re- 
flexions, and pofleffed with a notion of the little cou- 
rage he had feen in that nation, he concluded, that he 
could notedablifh his own government and that of his 
fucceffors better than by making himfelf maker of that 
potent kingdom: and as a thirlt after riches was al- 
ways his domineering paffion, he had already in his 
own mind feized the caliph and fultan’s treafures ; and 
he flattered himfelf, that though he fhould not be able 
to make an entire conquefi of that date, yet he fhould 
at lead carry off part of its riches, by plundering the 
towns, and raidng contributions as far as the mod di- 
dant provinces. 

But as his forces, with regard to fo great an en- 
terprize, were in no refpedl anfwerable to his ambiti- 
ous views ; as he wanted troops and money to raife 
them, and was even deditute of a deet to block up the 
ports of Egypt; he addrefied himfelf to Manuel Com- 
nenus, emperor of Condantinople, propofed a league, 
and invited him to join in the conqued, and divide 
the kingdom between them. William of Tyre 1 , au- 
thor of the hidory of the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem, 
was charged with this negociation. He was born in 
the country, but his ancedors are faid to have been 
natives of France. He was archdeacon of Tyre, and 
Amaury afterwards made him preceptor to young 
Baldwin his fon. From this employ he rofe to the 
dignity of chancellor, and about A. D. 1174, was 
chofen archbifnop of Tyre. He was only archdeacon’ 
of that church when he was fent ambaffador to Con- 
dantinople .The Greek emperor feemed no way averfe 
to the propofal made him by the embaffador, and af- 
ter fome conferences a treaty was dgned ; ’T was in 

purfuance 
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purfuance of this treaty, that Contottephanus put to 
fea with the troops ttipulated for. 

Amaury, allured of a fleet, thought only of in- 
creafing his army by land: he communicated his cle- 
fign to the grand matter of the hofpitallers, who, by 
his character, and complaifance had a great ttiare in 
the confidence of that prince. The grand 
Gilbert matter's name was Gilbert d’Aftalit, or 
d’Assalit. De Sailly; he had lately fucceeded to 
Arnaud de Comps. The king reprefent- 
ed to him, that having Barbarians for their neighbours, 
a people inured to robberies, and whofe faith was ne- 
ver to be depended on, nothing but pure force, and 
fuch a fuperiority as might be acquired by conquetts, 
could ferve for a barrier againft their inroads, and fe- 
cure the frontiers of the kingdom from their enterpris- 
es : that therefore he was -refolved to invade Egypt, 
and make hirnfelf matter of fome confiderable place 
there, which might hinder them from ever penetrat- 
ing into Palettine. The grand matter, either out of 
complaifance, or puttied on by his courage, entered 
warmly into all the king’s deligns. He was in truth 
a man of great valour, bold and enterprizing, but of 
an extravagant genius, and very capable of being im- 
pofed on by hopes that often had no foundation. He 
applauded the king for the boldnefs of a projett, 
which, he faid, was fuitable to the greatnefs of his cou- 
rage ; and expretted his great fenfe of the honour the 
prince did him, in allowing him to aft a part in it. 
But though the grand matter was at the head of a ttrong 
body of warriors, his authority was under the rettraint 
of a council, which, in all their undertakings, were 
determined by the fixed plan of their rule and ttatutes ; 
and whatever impatience the grand matter had to enter 
upon adtion, he began to fear the hofpitallers would 
fcruple engaging in an expedition which had no diredl 
tendency to the defence of the holy places, and the 
fecurity of pilgrims and the Chriftian world. 

The king and the grand matter had feveral confe- 
rences upon this fubjedt. The grand matter repre- 

fented 


Gilbert d’Assalit Grand Mafter. 117 

fented to the king, that to engage the whole order in 
an enterprize of fuch confiderable expence, he muft in- 
tereft the council in it by the hopes of a folid recom- 
pence, and fuch as would make ample amends for all 
the films they ftiould advance ; and accordingly they 
agreed, that if the Chriftian army could take the city 
of Belbeis, formerly called Pelufiurn, the king fhould 
grant it in property to the order. The grand mafter 
communicated this propofal to the councif of the or- 
der ; he laid before them the importance of the place, 
and all the advantage the order might draw from fuch 
a conqueft, efpecially in cafe the Turcomans, who e- 
very day became more and more formidable, fhould 
make themfelves mafters of Paleftine : for then, he 
faid, the order might transfer its refidence to that place, 
from whence it would not be difficult, in fome more 
favourable jun&ure, to enter again into the Holy 
Land, and drive the barbarians out in their turn. 

The fenior hofpitallers, men who to a nicety of ho- 
nour joined a fcrupulous obfervance of their rule, urg- 
ed that they were a religious order, and that the 
church had not put arms into their hands to make 
conquefts : that they had no right to ufe them at all, 
but for the defence of the Holy Land : befides, that 
they could not invade a nation, though an infidel one, 
which relied upon the faith of a treaty of peace juft 
figned before. 

But others, fome of them friends to the grand ma- 
fter, and fome gained over by the king himfelf, declar- 
ed for war. They maintained, that what treaties foe- 
ver had been made formerly, either with the Turco- 
mans or Sarazens, thofe infidels had ahvays broken 
them, when they had any profpeft of being able to 
furprize the Chriftians ; that they had not obferved 
the laft treaty more faithfully than the former, and that 
pofitive advice had been brought, that their garrifons 
were continually making inroads upon the frontier, 
and particularly that one of their parties had lately 
carried off fome peafants of the conn cry who trufted to 
the faith of the laft treaty. Whether this complaint 


I 1 8 Hifiory cf the Knights of Malta. 

was really true, or only a pretence, it was carried by a 
plurality of voices in the council for war, and refolv- 
ed, that in cafe the king made an attempt to conquer 
Egypt, the grand maker fhould follow him in that ex- 
pedition, at the head of all the troops he could levy : 
And to raife the necefiary fupplies for this armament, 
they gave him a full power to borrow money of the 
banks of Florence and Genoa. 

Nicetas, in the life of the emperor Manuel Com- 
nenus, fays, that his imperial majeky, to contribute his 
fhare towards it, made confiderable remittances to the 
grand maker by Theodorus Maurozumus ; and it was 
probably to get a fum of money from the king of 
France that he likeways wrote to that prince. 

As sal it, with this money, levied a great body of 
troops which he liked into the pay of the order and 
as his fancy was entirely taken up with flattering hopes 
of conqueks, by his indifereet liberalities, he drew a 
great number of volunteers into his fervice, who, like 
him, fhared already in imagination all the riches of E- 
gypt. The king was mightily pleafed with the zeal he 
fhewed for the fuccefs of his enterprize. That 
1 1 68. prince flattered himfelf with the thoughts of 
having a fuccour every way as confiderable 
from the templars ,• but they flatly refufed being con- 
cerned in the affair, either becaufe they would not 
appear in the field with forces inferior to thofe of the 
hofpitallers ; or, as they gave out themfelves, becaufe 
they looked upon the war as unjuft, it being beguu 
without any previous declaration by an herald : A 
fure maxim indeed, but little minded by princes, who 
have more regard to their own intcreft, than to the fa- 
crednefs of an oath *. 

Amaury, 

3 Fratres autem militiae tempi! eidem fe fubducentes fadto, aut 
fjuia eis contra confcientiam fuam videbatur, aut quia magift er 
aemulae domus, hujus re! au&or et princeps videbatur, vires peni* 
tus miniftrare, aut regem fequi negaverunt ; durum enim videha* 
tur eis, amico regno et de noftro fide praefumenti, contra teno" 
rem pa&orum, et contra juris religionem, immeritis et fidem fer* 
vantibus bellum indicerc, Will. Tyr, 1 . 20. c. 


Gilbert d’Assalit Grand Mafier, 119 

Amaury, attended by the grand mailer, took the 
field at the head of his army, the moll numerous that 
for a long time had marched out of Palelline. That 
prince, in lefs than ten days time, palled the defert 
that divides Palelline from Egypt, and invefted Bel- 
beis, fummoning the inhabitants to open their gates 
to him. This town was feated on the banks of the 
Nile, on the right fide of the river towards Palelline. 
Mahazan, fon to thefultan Sannar, and one of his ne- 
phews, who commanded then in the place, fent him 
word, that they were llrangely furprized to fee a prince 
appear under their walls as an enemy, from whom the 
caliph and fultan had lately received fuccours of the 
greatell fervice to them, and with whom Egypt had but 
juft before made a folemn treaty of peace. Amaury 
was for laying the caufe of his taking arms on fome 
incurfions of the Sarazens ; but they were difavowed. 
Mahazin too maintained, that they could not prove 
that ever any foldier of his father’s had, fince the laft 
treaty, fet foot in the Chriftian territories ; but as 
force fupplies the place of reafon with moll fovereigns, 
Amaury thought himfelf too powerful to give ear to 
the reafons of the infidels ; and upon their refufal, it was 
vifible nothing but arms could decide the fate of the 
befieged. 

The town was fortified by all the methods which 
art had at that time invented, but more fo by the num- 
ber of its inhabitants, who had all taken arms for the 
defence of their country, and, what is Hill more, a- 
gainft the enemies of their religion. Amaury, fearing 
the length and uncertainty of a liege, refolved firft to 
try a fealado : He was two days preparing ladders and 
machines neceftary for his enterprize. Scarce had the 
dawn of the third day appeared, when the town was 
furrounded by the whole army in battalia ; thp inha- 
bitants on their fide lined the walls, armed with ar- 
rows, darts, ftones and artificial fireworks. No foon- 
cr were the ladders brought near the walls, but a bo- 
dy of Amaury’s troops, led by valiant officers, ran to 
the alfault. Never was there the like eagernefs feen in 

a&ion ; 
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action ; fome endeavoured, by thehelp of ladders, to 
climb up to the top of the wall, whilft others fapp’d it 
at the bottom, and fome in places where it was low- 
eft, got"? upon the flioulders of their comrades, and 
made of their bodies a fort of ftairs to get up to the 
ramparts : The befieged drove them back with their 
pikes, with rolling great ftones upon them from the 
top of the wall, with darting their javelins, or throw- 
ing artificial fires ; and there perifhed in the beginning 
of this attack a great number of Chriftian officers and 
foldiers, before it could be feen on which fide the vic- 
tory would turn. 

Amaury, to fuftain this firft body, caufed fome 
frefti troops to advance, who bravely mount through 
the thickeft of the fires, javelins and ftones, get up to 
the top of the walls, catch hold of the battlements, and 
in fpite of all oppofition from the befieged, leap upon 
the ramparts, pufh all before them, and make their way 
into the town fword in hand. This done, they fet op- 
en the gates, the Chriftians crowd in, the foldiers, in 
the firft tranfports of their fury, put all before them to 
the fword, without diftin&ion of age, fex or conditi- 
on. There were fome of thefe furies that fpared neither 
old men, nor women, nor children at the breaft ; it 
looked as if the Chriftians were afraid of being lefs in- 
human than the Sarazens and the Arabians. But the 
officers, as well as the foldiers, preceiving that their 
cruelty was prejudicial to their avarice, gave quarter 
to the principal inhabitants, in hopes of drawing mo- 
ney from them for their ranfom ; and fuch as could 
not pay it were treated as flaves and prifoners of war. 

The king of Jerufalem being mafter of the place, 
delivered up the poffefiion of it, according to 
1 1 68. his agreement, to the grand mafter; and the 
whole army, after fome days reft, marched to- 
wards Grand Cairo, a confiderable city, feated near 
old Babylon, and upon the deftrudlion of that place 
made the capital of Egypt. There is no deferibing 
the furprize and confternation of the fuhan, when he 
received advice of the lofs of Belbeis, and die taking 
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or his Ton and nephew, and that he himfelf was going 
to have all the Chriftian forces upon his heels. As he 
could not much depend upon the raw troops of the 
Egyptians, in fpite of his breach of faith to Noradin, 
he faw, himfelf reduced to the.necefity of having re- 
courfe to that prince ; and the imminent danger he was 
in made him infenfible of lhame in imploring- the af- 
finance of an ally whom he had deceived : at the fame 
time he fends for feveral regiments from the molt re- 
mote provinces ; and to gain time for both to advance 
to his fuccour, he difpatched embaffaaors to the king 
of Jerufalem, to endeavour by a negotiation to retard 
the progrefs of his arms. 

The embaffadors arriving at the royal camp, com- 
plained of the infraction of the treaty of peace ; but 
as the injultice was but too vifible, they did not infift 
much on a grievance which would only ferve to in- 
cenfe Amaury whom they had a mind to pacify ; but 
to prevail with him to withdraw his forces out of E- 
gypt, they made him fuch dazzling propofals, that 
his majelly, with whom peace and war were equally 
venal, had not the power to refill them. They offer- 
ed him two millions of gold for a peace, and for the 
ranfom of the fultan’s Ion and nephew ; an immenfe 
fum inthofe days, and fuch as could hardly be raifed 
in all Egypt. Amaury, more affeCted with thefe of- 
fers of ready money than with the uncertain hopes^oi 
conquering the kingdom, accepted the con- 
ditions. The treaty was figned ; in confe- ii 66* 
quence of which, and for fetting the fultan’s 
fon and nephew at liberty, they paid him an hundred 
thoufand pieces of gold in part of the two millions,' 
demanding fo me time to raife the reft; and infilling- 
upon a ceffation of arms between the two nations 
during the time that they were collecting the money 
in the provinces ; as alfo, that the Chrifcians, to avoid 
alarming the country, Ihould flay in the place where 
they were, or at leaft advance on but Howly. The king' 
of Jerufalem, always befet by his wretched paffion, 
without confidering that moments in war are more 
Vol. I, 1/ precious 
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precious than gold and filver, complied with every 
thing ; and the iultan, to amufe him, fent him refrefh- 
ments continually. He took care at the fame time to 
difpatch exprefs after exp refs to the prince, to excufe, 
under various pretences, the delay of paying the mo- 
ney agreed on. In vain did Amaury’s chief officers 
labour to make him fufpett this delay. That prince. 
Blinded by the hopes of receiving fo vaft a fum, care- 
fully avoided giving the Sarazens the lead: pretence in 
nature to break the treaty : but it was not long before 
he faw that he was impofed on: he heard, with equal 
furprize and concern, that feveral bodies of troops 
were advancing out of the provinces, and that a for- 
midable army of the Syrian Turcomans were on their 
march to fuccour the Egyptians, and were taking their 
meafures to join them. 

No r a d i n, who refolvedrtot to be the Egyptians 
bubble a fccond time, had poured in his beft troops on 
that fide, and put his general in a condition to force 
Sannar to keep his word. Notwithftanding the feve- 
ral motions that Amaury made, Siracon’, who com- 
manded Norad in’s army, and knew the country well, 
avoided meeting him. Amaury had advanced to fight 
him feparately ; but that infidel general joined the 
troops of the fultan. To compleat the misfortune, 
the licet which the emperor of Confl;antinople had fent 
to the affiftance of the Chriftians, was part of it loft, 
and the reft difperfed by a ftorm. Amaury deprived 
of this fuccour, and finding his army confiderably 
weakened by ficknefs, defertion, and other accidents 
ufual in war, fawhimfelf no longer in a condition of 
makino- head againft the united forces of the infidels; 
fo that^all his bufmefs was to get back into Paleftine ; 
and as there was no profpea of leaving the garrifon 
of Belbeis in an enemy’s country, without any hopes 
of fuccour, againft fo formidable a power, the great 
mafter found himfelf obliged to recall the hofpitallers 
that he had put into the place. . 

Amaury took them up in his way ; and though, he 
was purfued fmartly by fome detachments of Siracon’s 
r • army. 
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army, he made a fhift to get back into Paleftine. At 
lafl, after a tedious march, he arrived atjerufalem, full 
of confufion for having broken a folemn treaty to no 
purpofe, and been engaged in an unjufl and ill con- 
certed enterprize. 

The grand mailer was yet more uneafy at this ill 
fuccefs. The courtiers, according to cuflom, in order 
to juftify the young prince, threw all the blame of this 
unfortunate expedition upon him. His brother com- 
panions of the order were no lefs exafperated againfl 
him ; and they made loud complaints, that he had run 
the order in debt above 200,000 ducats, an immenfe 
fum in thofe days, merely to gratify his vanity, and be 
attended by a great number of volunteers. In fiort,. 
not able any longer to bear the contempt of feme, and 
the reproaches of others, he refolved to leave Paleftine. 
He made a refignation of his dignity in a 
full chapter, and they chofe in his Head Gastus. 
an old knight, called brother Callus or 1169. 
Gaflus, of whofe country we have no ac- 
count. Were it not for the diflance of time, one 
might perhaps take him for the fame Gaflus, who, 
during the firft crufade, entered with the count of 
Flanders, at the head of five hundred men into the 
town of Rama ; but in all probability this great ma- 
iler was pnly fome relation of that gentleman's. 

Gileert d’Afalit, upon his abdication, quitted Je- 
rufalem and Palefline, refolving to go into fome cor- 
ner of Europe, there to bury his grief and frame. He 
embarked at Jaffa, and landed on the coafl of Pro- 
vence : he palfed through France, to go into Norman- 
dy to Henry II. duke of that great province and king 
of England. He waited upon that prince at Rouen, 
and notwithflanding his misfortune, was well received 
by him, as Roger Hoveden, a cotemporary hif orian, 
relates. From thence he took flipping at Dieppe for 
England, which makes it probable that he was a native 
of that country ; the flip, as the hiflorian fays, was old 
and not ft to bear the fea. Affalit impatient to be ia 
L. 2 England, 
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England, caufed only Tome flight repairs to be made, 
and went on board it; but he was hardly got out of 
the port, when the veiTel foundered. The great mafter 
periihed on this occaflon, with all the paffengers, ex- 
cept eight perfons, who feized in good time on the 
boat. 

Sannar, though vi&orious' was not fo eafily rid of 
Siracon Noradin’s general, as of 'the Chriftians his 
declared enemies : an ally fo powerful gave him great 
uneafmefs. Thefe two generals watched one another 
narrowly,, and had each of them their private defigns. 
The Egyptian, after congratulating Siracon on his vie- ^ 
tory, lent him magnificent prefents ; and reprefenting 
to him the fcarcity ofprovifions, preifed him to return 
home. But Siracon, on various pretences, deferred his 
departure from day to day ; in fine, having wheed- 
ledSannar into his camp, he had him aflaflinated, 
and entering into Cairo at the head of his troops, 
made him fell mafter of the kingdom, and was declar- 
ed fultan by the caliph himfelf, who was but a mere 
phantom of afovereign, and whofe fate depended al- 
ways on the ftrongeft of his fubjeits. 

No radix’s general did not long enjoy the fruits of . 
his villany; he fell fick and died at the end of two 
months, and left the command of Noradin’s troops to 
his nephew Salahebdin or Saladine before mentioned, 
whom the caliph of Egypt, becaufe he could not avoid 
it, declared Aril emir or fultan of the whole kingdom. 

Saladine difpatched immediately an officer, one of 
his friends, to Damafcus, to give Noradin his mafter 
advice of the death of Siracon his uncle, and to re- 
ceive his orders. Some of Noradin’s minifters, mif- 
trufting the ambitious temper of the young-general, 
advifed that prince not to confirm the authority of Sa- 
ladine, who was not born his fubjett, but to fend him 
immediately a fucceffor. But Noradin, being appre- 
hensive that the taking away his command would put 
him upon thoughts of revolting, and having a defign 
to go in perfon into Egypt, when all was quiet in that 
kingdom, confirmed Saladine in his poft, only order- 
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mg him to caufe the name of Adhad as caliph to be 
left out of the publick prayers, and that of Mofladhi, 
the thirty third caliph of the race of Abbaffides, w: o 
refided at Bagdat, to be fubflituted in his Head. He 
commanded him at the fame time to turn out the 
priefls and cadis or magiftrates that profeffed them- 
feives of the fe& of Aly, of which Adhad, as caliph, 
was the head and fovereign pontiff. That caliph fur- 
viyed this great change but afhort time. It is faid, that 
his death was not natural, and that Noradin, zealous 
and a bigot to his religion, in order to extinguilh the 
fchifm in the blood of that unfortunate prince, fent 
private orders to Saladine to make him away. - But 
whether any fuch orders came from Damafcus, or Ad- 
had’s life gave continual uneafmefs to the ambitious 
Saladine, ’tis certain that he caufed him to be firangl- 
ed in the bath. 

He was the lafl of the Fatimite caliphs, who be- 
came extinfl in Egypt in the year of our Lord 1 1 7 1 , 
and of the Hegira 567 ; and all the authority in the 
government, both fpiritual and civil, devolved upon 
Saladine, who, to make himfelf the more refpe&ed, 
received the invefliture of it from the Abbafidian caliph 
refiding at Bagdat. 

SALAHEDDEN-Jofef-ben Ajoub-ben Schadi was a 
foldier of fortune, a Curde by nation, who engaged 
with his uncle Siracon in the fervice of Noureddin- 
Zenghi, prince of Aleppo and Damafcus, whom we 
have been fpeaking of by the name of Noradin. The 
caliph Adhad was no fooner dead, than Saladine feiz- 
edhis treafures, with which we may fay hepurchafed 
the empire, by diflributing them into his army. He gave 
every thing away. Never did any commander gain the 
affection of his foldiers by fuch prodigious liberalities. 
He was fevere in punifhing, generous in rewarding, 
good natured, humane, perfe&ly equitable with regard 
to hisfubjefls, and at the fame time, by the principles 
of his religion, a bloody enemy to the hofpitallers and 
templars ; he was moreover a foldier, a general, and 
a great commander, and by his conquefts founded a 
' L 3 vail 
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vaft empire, the hiftory whereof is written by the fa - 
mous Abbe Renaudor, the inoft learned man of his 
age in the oriental languages. 

Young Saladine, being as able a politician as he 
was a great commander, paid, as long as Noradin liv- 
ed, an entire deference to his orders ; he obferved too 
for fome time after his death the fame conduct with 
regard to Almalech-al-Salchifmael Noradin's fon, 
whofe name he caufed to be mentioned in the mofques 
and publick prayers after that of the caliph, as was the 
cuftom with regard to fovereigns. lie afterwards 
married that prince’s mother; but when he had efta- 
bliihed his authority upon a fubftantial ' footing, he 
took off the mask, made war upon the fon of his ma- 
iler, and took Allepo from him. Damafcus, th^ bet- 
ter part of Syria, Periia, and hlefopotamia fell under 
the power of his arms*. 

There was nothing to feparate thefe vaft provin- 
ces whereof this new empire was compofed, and to 
hinder their communication with each other, but only 
Judea or Paleltine ; for which reafon he bent his arms 
to conquer this little ftate. There were every day 
new enterprizes and incurfions made by the infidels. 
The Chriftians knew not which way to turn them- 
felv£s, nor w r hat part to fuccour firft. Saladine with 
an army of 40,000 men attacked the caftle of Daron, 
fttuated in Idumaea, four miles from Gaza: but meet- 
ing with too brave a refiftance, he drew off and in- 
verted Gaza itfelf, which is the key of the kingdom 
of Paleftine, on that fide next Egypt and the fea. He 
thought to find that place, which was entrufted to the 
guard of the templars, deftitute of a garrifon, from a 
notion that thofe knights were drawn out to reinforce, 
the army : but he was convinced upon the firft ap- 
proach, 

a Salahabdinus cccupator ,/Egypti uxorem Noradini Tibi matri- 
j-nonio copulans, cum ipfa regrii regimen, fugatis haeredibus, occu- 
pavit ; deinde terra Roafjae et Gefirae occupata, circumjacentia 
jegna ufque ad intima citerioris Indiae, nunc dolis, nunc armis 
expugnans, de feeptris pluribus monarchiam effiat, Babylonia et 
Pamalci Tibi vendicans principatum : haec fortune iudsr.tis po- 
tentia, Chrcn. 9. de Nang's, ad ?nn, 1174. 
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proach, and by the firft Tally that was made, that all 
the templars were not at the army. He raifed the 
fiege immediately, and by way of revenge for his ill 
fuccefs, his troops put all to fire and fword in the coun- 
try, whilft his lieutenants on the other hand ravaged 
at the fame time the principality of Antioch and Phoe- 
nicia. 

The hofpitallers and templars were continually on 
horfeback ; and though thefe noble warriors made head 
with invincible courage againft all the efforts of the 
enemy, the king began to be fenfible of the fault he 
had committed, in occafioning the fultan to call in an 
enemy equally powerful and ambitious to his fuccour; 
and he faw plainly, that there was no refilling him 
without a new cruiade, and an army of the princes of 
the weft. He employed William bifhopof Acre in this 
negotiation, appointing him chief of the ambaftade : 
but as -this fuccour was remote, and even uncertain, 
he refolved to apply himfelf to the emperor of Con- 
ftantinople, and went in perfon to that capital, to ob- 
tain of Manuel, whofe niece he had married, fome 
troops, or at leaft money neceffary to make new le- 
vies. 

That prince, before he embarked, left the govern- 
ment of his territories to the two grand 
mafters : the hofpitaller was called bro- Joueert, 
therjoubert, a perfon, who, by his wife 1169. 
condutt in the aftairs of the principality 
of Antioch, well deferred to be promoted to that fu- 
preme dignity. He fucceeded Gaftus. The choice 
the king had made, fo much to the honour of the two 
military orders, was a new motive to redouble their ap- 
plication and zeal. The two grand mafters were o- 
bliged, in a manner, to make head on all fides ; and 
to embarrafs them the more, befides the formidable e- 
nemy they had in Saladine, there rofe up another of 
the houfe of Armenia, fprung out of the 'very bofom 
of the templars, who putting himfelf under the protec- 
tion of the infidels, adopted at the fame time all their 
hatred againft the Latin Chriftians. 


The 
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The le/Ter Armenia, a province bordering upon? 
Syria, had its own princes, that were Chri- 
1170. ftians by religion, but moft of them fchifma- 
ticks, as well as their fubjetf s, and that from 
the Greek church as well as the Latin.* They mix no 
water with the wine in the holy facrifice, as the Greeks 
and Larins do, though they ufe leavened bread agree- 
ably to the practice of the Greeks.* They make but. 
one holy day of Chriftmas and the epiphany ; ’tis faid 
too, that they chufe butter inftead of balm in making 
the holy chrifm. They allow but one nature in Jefus 
Chrift, and add thefe words, “ Who was crucified for 
“ us” to the trifagion, an addition introduced by 
Peter Foulon, an intruder into the patriarchal fee of 
Antioch, but rejefled by the Catholick church. Thefe 
fckifmaticks have a patriarch, whom they ftile by way 
of eminence the Catholick, and who refides at Cir, 
the capital of the leffer Armenia. The princes of this 
little ibite depended originally on the emperors of 
Conflantinople ; but in the frequent revolutions of that 
empire, they never acknowledged its authority, but 
when they were forced to it; and by the help of fome 
cattles, feated on inacceflible mountains, they main- 
tained their ground as well againft the incurfions of 
the Turcomans as the enterprizes of the Greeks. 

Thodos or Theodore was then reigning in that 
country. This prince, though a fchifmatick, had yet, 
to fupport himfelf againft the Greeks, made a particu- 
lar alliance with the Latins of the eaft. He allowed 
the hofpitallers and templars to have churches in his 
territories, and Melier or Milon, his brother, had even 
renounced the fchifm, and made himfelf a templar. 
Prince Theodore, to engage the Latins more clofely 
in his interefts, had married on* of his fillers to a La- 
tin nobleman ; and there being iflued of that marriage 
a young prince, named Thomas, he had afterwards de- 
clared him to be his heir and fucceflor. 


Upon 
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Upon the death of that prince, Thomas his nephew 
was for taking poffefiion of his territories. ‘But 
as he was no abettor of the fchifm, the Ar- 1 171* 
menians fhewed a great deal of diflike to his 
government, and Melier the templar, taking advan- 
tage of this averfion of the people, quitted his order, 
took up arms in concert with Saladine, obtained a 
confiderable fuccour of troops from him, drove his ne- 
phew out of Armenia, and made himfelf mailer of it. 
He afterwards invaded the principality of Antioch, 
and advanced even to the frontiers of the kingdom of 
Jerufalem. His troops, by his orders, deflroyed all 
before them with fire and fword, and left difmal marks 
of their fury in all places wherever they pa!Ted b . Tis 
impoHIble to defcribe all the barbarities which that a- 
pollate templar exercifed upon the Latin Chrillians, 
and efpecially upon the knights hofpitallers andtem- 
plarshis brethren. Such as fell into his hands, he caufed 
to be murdered in cold blood, or elfe delivered them 
up to the infidels, as pledges and proofs of his fidelity, 
by which means thefe foldiers of Jefus Chrill were put 
to death with the moil dreadful torments . 

The grand mafler Joubert would gladly have gone 
in perfon to reprefs the inroads of the renegado, and 
take ample vengeance of him for fo many cruelties. 
But as he had Hill the care of the regency upon his 
hands, and could not leave the frontiers of Egypt, 
without abandoning them for a prey to the incurfions 
of Saladine’s troops, he ordered a knight of his order, 
who was alfo a great preceptor or great commander in 
it, and had the guard of the frontiers on the fide of 
Syria, to draw together the hofpitallers and foldiers 
under his command, and to advance againil the apo- 
flate Melier, and give him battle. 

Bohemund III. of that name, reigned at this time 
in the principality of Antioch. He was the fon of 
Raimond, brother to William the laft count of Poitiers 
and Auvergne, and duke of Aquitain, which Raimond, 
as we have obferved, had by means of the hofpitallec 

Joubert, 

• Will. Tyr. 1, 20. 28, b Idem ibid» 
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Joubert, married the princcfs Conftance, heirefs oF 
the principality of Antioch, and only daughter of Bo- 
hemund II. and the iflue of this marriage was Bohc- 
mund III. This young prince and the templars join- 
ed with the hofpitallers againrt the renegado Melier : 
and Amaury, king of Jerufalem, at his return from 
Conftantinople, where he had received more honours 
and fine promifes than effectual fupplies, prepared to 
march at the head of his troops to take on him the 
command of the army : but advice came, that Melier, 
not thinking himfelf flrong enough to keep the field, 
had retired to the defiles of the mountains, and in- 
trenched himfilf in places where it was not eaf/ to 
force him. 

The Turcomans on their fide, to make a diverfi- 
on in favour of the Armenian, had inverted 
1172. Arach or Krach, a place in the frontier of A- 
rabia Petrosa 1 . Upon ^the firft news they had 
of the fiege of Jerufalem, Thoron, conftable of the 
kingdom, drew out the hofpitallers and templars that 
were left in Jerufalem, and advanced with great ex- 
pedition to relieve it. At the approach of the Chri- 
ilian army, the infidels raifed the fiege, and retired 
into their own country. 

As faults are perfonal, and there was a villain and 
traitor even in the college of the apoftles, Melier’ s a- 
portacy did no injury to the reputation of the templars; 
but a barbarous action, committed not long after by a 
brother of that order upon an envoy of the prince of 
the afiaffins, and connived at by the grand mafter, be- 
gan to leffen and fink the efteem and affettion which 
till then was paid to the whole order in general. 

There had been fettled for feveral ages in the 
mountains of Phcenicia, between Tortofa or Antara- 
dus, as it was then called, and the town of Tripoli, 
a fort of banditti, who feemed to be Mahometans, b\it 
in reality had fcarce borrowed any thing from that feft 
but their hatred of thcChriftian name. They were Bar- 
barians, without any law, faith, or even religion, but 

blindly 

1 Will, Tyr, ibid. 
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'blindly devoted to the will of their chief, by whofe or- 
ders the moft ftiocking villanies were confecrated into 
heroick virtues. They chofe this' commander by a 
majority of votes. He took on him no title but that 
of Old, or Senior, a term from whence in thofe times 
was derived that of Seignior, which, in baftard Latin, 
fignifies the fame thing; and he was called the Seignior 
of the mountain, on account of the mountainous coun- 
try which thefe banditti inhabited. 

But under a ftyle and title fo modeft in appearance, 
this chief of the aflaflins enjoyed an authority more 
abfolute than that of the grcateft kings, and his pow- 
er was the more firm and fubftantial, in that it was 
founded on a principle of religion; and becaufe this 
brutifh and ignorant people were bred up in the be- 
lief, that if they died in executing the orders of their 
chief, they fhould go immediately to a delicious para- 
dife, and be placed in the firft feats there.* The feig- 
nior of the mountain made ufe of thefe wretches to 
difpatch his particular enemies. They went to ftab 
even princes and fovereigns in their very palaces, and 
in the midft of their guards. ’Twas a fort of fchool 
or academy of aftafiins, and thefe barbarians were not 
deterred by fear of the molt dreadful torments from ex- 
ecuting their bloody commiflions. 

To avoid fufpicion, they generally carried no arms 
but a poniard, called in the Perfian tongue Haftifin : 
this name was given them upon that occafion, and 
from thence we have formed the word AfTaffin. This 
little ftate canfifted only in fome caftles, built on the 
ridge of the mountains, or upon inacceffible rocks ; 
but there were, in the bottoms between thefe moun- 
tains, and in the vales, a great number of villages, 
peopled with above fixty thoufand inhabitants, all of 
a cruel and favage difpofition, murderers by principle, 
and fo refolutely defperate,that moft of the neighbour- 

ing 

a Will. Tyr. 1. 14. c. 19. 1. 20. c. 21 . Matt. Paris A. D. 1150. 
Will. Neubri. 1. 4'. c. 54. id. 1. r* c. 16. Jac. deVitri 1. 1, c. 13 , 
ct 14. jd. 1. 3. p. 1126. See Du Cang's obfervations on the hiff, 
of St. Louis, p. 87. edit. 1668, 


l^z Htfiory of the Knights of Malta* 

ing princes, though far exceeding them in power, yet 
durft not make war upon them. ’Tis rejated of a ful- 
tan of Damafcus, that having fent an envoy to a feig- 
nior of the mountain, named Hacen, to threaten him 
, with the ruin of his little territory, if he would not 
pay him tribute, this chief of the afTaffins', without 
making any reply, ordered, in the envoy’s prefence, 
one of his fubje&s to throw himfelf headlong from the 
top of a tower, and another to ftab himfelf to the 
heart ; they did fo on the fpot. Hacen thereupon turn- 
ing towards the embaftador, who was not a little 
frighted at fo odd a fpedacle, Tell your maker, fays 
he, that I have fixty thoufand men as much devoted 
to my orders as thefe two ; and from that time the 
feignior of the mountain never heard more of the ful- 
tan’s pretenfions. Other hiftorians fay, that it was a count 
ofCompagne, who going from Tyre to Antioch, with 
a pafs from the feignior of the mountain, and travel- 
ling through his little ftate, was witnefs of this horrid 
fight. "But be that as it will, moft of the Chriftian and 
Mahometan fovereigns thought fit, for their own fecu- 
rity againlt the fury of thefe afTaffins, to fend great 
prefents to their chiefs. 

The templars,' who were in pofiefiion of the places 
adjoining to this little ftate, were the only perfons 
who durft venture to make war upon thefe afTaffins, 
and attempt to rid the earth of fuch monfters. But as 
thefe Barbarians, who had it in their power to revenge 
themfelves on the grand maker, were fenfiblc that the 
order, being governed in the manner of a common- 
wealth, was not be extinguifhed by the death of their 
chief, whofe place would immediately be filled with a 
fuccefTor, every whit as eager to make war upon them, 
they fubmitted at laft to purchafe a peace with the tri- 
bute of two thoufand crowns of gold yearly, payable 
to the order. 

The feignior who commanded at that time in thefe 
mountains, either out of a religious motive, or to be 
eafed of this tribute, fent an embaftador to the king 
X)t Jerufalem, to allure him, that he was ready to be 

baptized 
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baptized with all his fubje&s, if the templars would 
difcharge him of the tribute. Ainaury was highly 
pleafed with the propofal, promifed that the tribute 
ihould oe remitted, for which he engaged to make the 
templars amends, loaded the envoy with prefents, and 
at his return fent him away, fays William of Tyre, at- 
tended by one of his guards, who had orders to ccn - 
duft him to the frontiers of the Hate. They were al- 
ready part Tripoli, and ready to enter into the ftreights 
of the mountains, when a templar, named Du Mefn'l 
hurried on by the animofity that had lo lorn- reigned 
between the Chriflians and the afl'affins, without any 
regard either to the publick faith, or the officer the 
king had fent to protea him, ran his fword through 
the envoy s body, and killed him on the fpet/ & 

Tl ? impoffible to exprefs the king’s wrath and in- 
dignation, when he heard of this intolerable violation 
of the law of nations, efpecially fmee it affedled a chief 
of banditti who would not want affaffins to make re- 
prilals. He fent immediately to Odo de St. AmanJ 
then grand matter of the order, to demand the crimi- 
nal of him ; but Odo refufed him, under pretence that 
his knights were not fubjeft to the jurifdiftion of dm 
king s officers : ’twas not that he demurred upon the 
crime the templar had committed, for he liimfeT h-d 
caufed him to be arretted, and had put him in iorns • but 
as the queftion related to the judges, before whom the 
crime was properly cognifable, and he pretended that 
l ie templars held only under the pope, he 
that he would fend the criminal to RorL’i^rons and 
tilljudgmentwas given inhiscafe, he forbadall p-rfons 
wnatfoeyer to meddle with him, under pain of excom- 
munication, agreeably to the privileges of the orTr 
The king, without troubling himfelf about thtfede 
clarations, caufed the criminal to be carried off, and cou- 

l n r /f n l m HlS °'n n P rifon at T y re > that prince 
to fatisfy his ownjuftice, and the refentment ofth- 

nior ot the mountain, would have made an exemplary 
pumffiment of him, if his death, which happened at 
■ at jun&ure, had not faved the prifoner’s life. 
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Am at ry left three children by two marriages, two 
daughters and a fon. The eldeft of the daughters, 
named Sybille, was at that time widow of William 
Longue fpee, marquefs of Montferrat. The younger, 
named Label, the offspring of his fecond marriage 
with Mary, a Greek princefs and niece to the empe- 
ror Manuel, was married afterwards at eight years of 
age to Humfrey de Thoron, grandfon to the con liable 
of Jerufalem. The eldeft of all thefe children, and 
Amaury’s fucccffor, was Baldwin IV. who was born 
of his firft marriage with Agnes daughter of Jofceline 
de Courtenay, the fecond of the name, and prince of 
Edeffa. 

„ Baldwin was born with great infirmities, and was 
dying in a manner all his reign. The regency of his 
dominions was committed to Raimond III. count of 
Tripoli, furnamed the Young, his next relation, fon to 
Raimond II. and Hodierna, daughter of Buldwin II. 
king of Jerufalem, and widow of the famousTancred, 
who fignalized himfelf under Godfrey de Bouillon. 
Raimond III was defeended by the male line from the 
frfl count of Thouloufe, who acquired fo much glo- 
ry in the firft crufade. 

During Baldwin’s minority, the forces of the 
kingdom of Jerufalem leflened in proportion as the 
rower of Saladine increafed. This prince, after mak- 
ino- himfelf maker of the greatefl part of Noradin s 
dominions, had lately, in concert with his widow 
whom he had married, taken Damafcus. The count 
of Tripoli, alarmed at the power of fo formidable a 
neighbour, drew down all the forces of the kingdom 
on that fide, and taking advantage of Saladine’s ab- 
fence, who was returned into Egypt, befieged Harem, 
a caflle in the neighbourhood and territory of Aleppo. 
The prince of Antioch and the count of Nevers, whom 
devotion had brought to the Holy Land*, were pre- 
fent at the fiege, with different bodies of troops under 

their 

• AfTumptis ergo fuis, et domino comiteTripolitano, magiftro- 
quz domus hofpitalis, ct multis ex fratribus militias templi, ad par* 
*es contendit Tripolitanas. "Will. Xyri J» 2. c« iSi 


Joubert Grand Mrjier. 135 

their command ; to whom were joined, as William .of 
Tyre relates, the grand mafter of the hofpitallers, with 
his knights and many of the templars. The fiege 
was long, and ended at laft in a private trea- 
ty between the count ofTripoli and the Turks, 1 1 74. 

by whom he was bribed to draw off his for- 
ces ; and this infamous correfpondence of a Chriftian 
prince with the infidels, had afterwards cor.fequences 
very fatal to the Latin Chriftians. 

During this fiege, Saladine fell into Paleftine on 
the fide of Egypt with a mighty army. King Baldwin 
being then of age, and in the favourable intervals 
which his infirmities allowed him, mount jd on horfis- 
back to oppofe that conqueror. He met him near Af- 
calon ; they came to an engagement; and, though the 
forces of the two parties were very unequal, Saladine 
having at lsaft twenty fix thoufand korfe, and the 
Chriftian army hardly amounting to four hundred 
horfe and three thoufand foot, yet this-handful of troops 
falling on the enemy’s camp in the night, put the in- 
fidels into a terrible confternation ; moft of them ran 
away, and Saladine himfelf, intrepid as he was, to 
make the greater hafte, mounted a dromedary half 
naked, and fled into his own territories. 

The year following, Baldwin, to put a Hop ta the 
incurfions of the Arabians, attempted to fortify a 
caftle upon Saladine’s lands, beyond the river Jordan, 
in a place called Jacob’s ford 1 . This was the occafion 
of a new battle that did not prove fo fortunate to the 
Chriftians as the former. For Saladine having drawn 
them into an ambufh, which he had laid in fome hol- 
low and rocky grounds, they were furprized and attack- 
ed on all fides b . The Chrifcian army not being able ei- 
ther to march forwards or make a retreat, disbanded 
at once; none but the hofpitallers and templars flood 
M 2 their 

1 Eodem anno Chriftiani firmaverunt caftelljm fortifiimum in 
terra Saladini ad vadum Jacobi ultra fluviumjordanis j fed Silr.di- 
nusillud per vimeepit, in cujus captione fummus magifter hofpi- 
talis captus fuit, et in terrain Saladini dudlus, fame periit. Rog. 
Hoveden, in Henr. II. p. 555* 

t Roger Hoveden. parte potter. in Ilenr. II. p. 5-66. 
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their ground : the greateft part of them were cut in 
pieces : Joubert, grand mailer of the hofpitallers, tho’ 
wounded in feveral places, had yet ilrength enough 
ten to f.vim over Jordan, and got fafe to the caille of 
heaiiiort ; but Odo de St. Amand, grand mailer of 
““ ^niplars, being overborn by the number of the e- 
nemy, was taken prifoner by the infidels.* Robert 
-Uumont:, a contemporary hittorian, fays, that Sa'la- 
dme offered him his libeity in exchange for one of his 
nephews, who was a prifoner of the order ; but the 
nous grand matter anfwered him bravely 11 , that he 
y/oma never, by his example, encourage any of his 
knignts to be mean enough to furrender thcmfelves 
pri loners, in hopes of being ranfomed; that a templar 
ought either to vanquifh or dic c , and had nothing to 
give for his ranfom but his girdle and his knife. We 
have no account how he efcaped out of the hands of 
thefe barbarians ; but it will appear in the courfe of 
this huttory that he came back to Jcrufalem. 

There^s no deferibing the confirmation that theLa- 
tin Ciirittians were in after this defeat ; the victorious 
enemy over-run the kingdom, putting every thing to 
^ >v °rd ; the Chnttian army was broke and 
diiperied ,* the king rclapfed into his ufual infirmity, 
which turned to a leprofy, and of the two grand matters, 
one w;s a prifoner in the enemy’s hands, and the o- 
tiier difabled from action by realon of his wounds. 

a iie kingdom being reduced to this extremity, and in 
no condition to carry on a war, they were under a ne- 
ceffity of having recourfe to a negotiation, the only 
fmft and refource of the weaker fide. They applied 
to. Saladine for a truce, which they purchafed of him 
with their money, and which he would not have a- 
greed to at any rate, if a famine had not at that time 
made a terrible havock in his own provinces. 

4 Robert de Monte append, ad Sig. Gemhl. p. 666. 

b Piftorius 1. i . 

c Dicens non efie confuetudinis militum tempi! ut aliqua re- 
demptio daretur pro iis praeter cingulum ct cultcllum. Id. ibid. 
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In the foregoing year pope Alexander III. had iiiii- 
ed out a bull for calling a general council at 
Rome, which is the third of Lateran. He fum- 1 1 79. 
moned thither the Latin prelates of the eafr, in 
order to concert meafures with them for the defence 
of the Holy Land. There came on this occafion to 
Rome, the archbilhops of Tyre and Cefarea, Albert 
bilhop of Bethlehem, Raoul ofSebake, Joke of Acre, 
and Romanus of Tripoli, with the prior of the holy 
fepulchre, deputed by the patriarch of Jerufalem, and 
an abbot of mount Sion. Thefe prelates reprefented, 
that the prefervation of what the Chriftians had left in 
the Holy Land, depended intirely on the taking of 
Damiata, which would ferve for a barrier to Paleltine, 
and for an entrance into Egypt, in cafe it lliould be 
thought proper to make a greater progrefs there : which, 
by the way, kiews, that the above mentioned project 
of king Amaury III. and the grand maker d 1 Akalit, 
mull needs have been of vak advantage, if in the courfe 
of the war, the king of Jerufalem had not, out of a 
fordid pafiion, been more folicitous to heap up trea- 
fure, than to fecure the Holy Land, by fuch important 
conqueks, from the incurfions of the Egyptians. 

As we don’t mention the council of Lateran, but 
with regard to the intereks of the Holy Land and the 
condudl of the hofpitallers, we fhall only take notice 
what paljed there on that occafion. Some bilhops of 
Palekine revived in this council the complaints which 
Foucher, patriarch of Jerufalem, had made formerly 
to pope Adrain IV. againk the privileges of the hof- 
pitallers and templars.* 44 We find, fhys the holy ccun- 
44 cil, by the warm complaints of the bikiops, our col. 
44 leagues, that the templars and hofpitallers abufe the 
4 4 privileges granted by the holy fee ; that whereas fome 
44 parochial churches had formerly been ufurped by 
44 laymen, their chaplains and the prieks of their rule, 
M 3 have # 

a Fratrum autem et coepiiccporum noftrorum vehementi con- 
queftione comperimus, quod fratres templi et hofpitalis, aliique 
proftfiionis religio.fe, indulta fibi ab apoftolica fede excedentes 
privilerja, contra epifcopalem au^oritatemmultapr^fumur.t, &c. 

Cap. 9. 
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have c aufed them to be conveyed over to themfelves, 
“ without the ordinaries confent; that they admini- 
fter the facraments to excommunicate per Tons, and 
bury there with all the ufual ceremonies of the 
c{ church ; that they likeways abufe the pcrmilhon 
granted their brethren, of having divine fervice faid 
once in churches that are under an interdift, and 
“ that in thefe very places, they admit feculars into 
their fraternity, pretending thereby to give them 
<f the fame right to their privileges, as if they were 
4< indeed profefTed.” The council adds, that thefe 
abufes did not proceed fo much from the fuperiors as 
from the indifcrction of fome private perfons. To pro- 
vide therefore a remedy againft thefe irregularities, 
they forbid the military orders, and all other commu- 
nities of regulars, to receive for the future any con- 
veyances of churches and tythes, without the ordina- 
ry’s confent, and order them to reflgn immediately 
iuch as they had lately got pofleffion of: that with re- 
gard to churches not founded by themfelves, nor ferv- 
ed by the chaplains of the order, they fhould prefent 
the priefts that they defigned for the cure of them to 
the bilhop of the diocefe, and referve nothing to them- 
felves but the cognifance of the temporals, which be- 
longed to them : that, agreeable to their privileges, 
they fhould not caufe divine fervice to be faid in 
churches under an interdict above once a year, nor 
give burial there to any perfon whatsoever ; and that 
none of their fraternity or afTociates fhould be allow- 
ed to partake of their privileges, if not actually pro- 
feffed. Such was the regulation made by the holy 
council, upon the bifhops complaints, which in the 
main diminifhed none of the rights and privileges of 
the military orders. 

In the twenty third chapter of this council, they 
condemn the ftifnefs of fome ecclefiailicks, who would 
not allow lepers to have churches to themfelves, tho’ 
they were not admitted into the publick congregati- 
ons. The council orders, that in all places, where 
lepers live in community, they may have a church, a 

church- 
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church-yard, and a priett to themfelves : ’tis the firft 
conftitution that the church ever made in favours of 
lepers, whatever fome modern hittorians pretend®. 

The jealoufy which the clergy of Palettine retained 
againft the military orders, did not hinder Re- 
naud, lord of Margat, from making in the 1178. 
precedent year a new grant to the hofpitallers, 
or rather an exchange with them, of that cattle which 
is fituated on the confines of Judea, as we learn from 
the author of the aflifes of Jerufalem. Thefe knights 
fortified it, put a garrifon therein, and made it after- 
wards, on that fide, one of the ttrongett bulwarks of 
Chriftendom in the eaft. 

This acquifition was however by no means a ba- 
lance to the lofs which the order fuffered the fame year 
by the death of Joubert the grand matter, who had di- 
ttinguifhed himfelf as much by his wifdom and capa- 
city in government as by his military skill. The hi- 
ftorians of that time fay, that Saladine, not enduring 
that the hofpitallers fhould fortify a place on the fron- 
tier of his dominions, fent one of his generals to be- 
fiege it. The fiege was long and bloody; the grand 
matter of the hofpitallers, who had thrown himfelf in- 
to the place, flood feveral affaultswith great refolution. 
Moftofhis knights, animated by his example, and fight- 
ing before his eyes, died upon the breach they defended, 
the grand matter, at the fame time,fhewing no difpofiti- 
on to hearken to a capitulation. In fine, the infidels 
made fuch powerful efforts, that they carried the place, 
fword in hand, cut the knights that werelert in pieces, 
took the grand matter prifoner : and their comman- 
der, to revenge the obftinate refittance of the grand 

matter, 

* Ecclefiaftici quidam quae fua funt, non quae Jefu Chrifii 
quaerentes, leprofis qui cum fanis habitare non pofTunt, et ad ec- 
clefiam cum aliis con venire, ecclefias et ccemeteria non permittunt 
habere, nec proprio juvare minifterio facerdotis ; quod quia procul 
apietate chriftiana alienum dignofcitur, de benignitate apoftolica 
conftituimus, ut ubicunque tot fimul fub communi vita fuerint 
congregati, quod ecclefiam fibi cum ccemeterio conftituere, et pro- 
prio valeant gaudere presbytero fine contradictions aliqua permit - - 
tantur habere. 3. Cone. Lat. cap. 25. 
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mailer, threw him into a dungeon, and left him there 
to periih with famine. Thus ended the days of that 
illuilrious knight, crowning a life that had been fpent 
in defence of the altars of God, with a death highly 
precious in his fight. There are other authors who 
pretend, that he did not fall into the hands of the in- 
fidels, but that, feeing the ruinous condition of the 
kingdom of jerufalem, he died of grief. 

The chapter meeting after his death, chofe Roger 
Definoulins to fucceed him, a knight 
Roger who, by his conduft and valour, ju- 

Desmoulins. ftified the choke of the companions 
1 179. of the order. His firli care after his 
inllallation was to exhort the regent 
and principal nobility of the kingdom to carry on the 
war again!! Saladine with vigour : but the jealoufy 
and competition between the grandees for the govern- 
ment of the hate during the king’s infirmity, the cri- 
minal correfpondence of fome lords with the infidels, 
and the divilion that broke out in his time betsveen the 
two military orders - ; all this contributed as much to 
Saladine’s conquells, as his own valour and the courage 
of his foldiers. 

We have obferved upon the authority of Brompton, 
an Englifli hiftorian of the fame age, that the order of 
templars was as it were a branch of that of the hofpi- 
tallers of St. John ; but this branch, fays the fame au- 
thor, growing up to a great tree, feemed to eclipfe and 
fmother the flock from whence it was taken. This 
emulation between the two military orders, their eager- 
nefs in grafping at new revenues, wherein they vied 
with each other, a certain jealoufy almofl infeparable 
from the profeflion of arms, and fome difputes about 
rank and precedence, as well in the field as in councils 
of flats, all concurred to keep up a mifunderftanding 
between them, which at lafl flamed out to fuch a de- 
gree that they fought and attacked one another as of- 
ten as they met. 

There can be no difpute, but that the piety of 
both the orders began to dwindle conflderably through 
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a conduft To violent in its nature, and fo unworthy the 
religious profeffion : and if we ftill find the fame va- 
lour among thefe warriors, it mult be owned, that it 
was not fo much infpired by Chriftian charity, as by 
the human motives of glory and ambition. 

As thefe military friars owned no fuperior but the 
pope, the king fent Alexander III. advice of their di- 
vifions. That pope, who forefaw how fatal the confe- 
quences thereof might be to the Chriftians of the Ho- 
ly Land, obliged the knights to be reconciled. A trea- 
ty of peace was drawn up by his order ; the two grand 
mailers figned it, as they fay in the inftrument itfelf, 
by the advice and exprefs confent of the two chapters ; 
and they entered into covenants about feveral eftates 
which both of them laid claim to, as well as various 
{urns of money which they demanded of each other. 
We fee likeways in the inilrument of this treaty, that 
the pope enjoined them both, in cafe of any new oc- 
cafions of difpute, to nominate, each party for them- 
felves, three old knights of the language and prior y 
where the difference lhould arife, to make an abfolute 
determination of it •, and that if thefe arbitrators could 
not agree among themfelves, they lhould refer it to 
fome common friends, to be chofen between them, and 
which were to ferve as additional arbitrators, or elfe 
remit the cognifance of it to the holy fee. The pope 
adds in his bull, that whilfl they are waiting the final 
judgment of that tribunal in the cafe, he exhorts the 
knights of both orders to be lludious in giving mutual 
proofs of the honour and regard they have for each o- 
ther, and to join their endeavours, without diftinftion, 
for the common good and advantage of the two hoafes, 
that, as Alexander fays, “ though their inftitution be 
“ different, yet it may appear, by~ the bond of charity, 
“ which ought to unite them, that they are but one 
“ and the fame military and regular order”. 

The hofpitallers and templars conformed in ap- 
pearance to the pope’s intentions ; but to fay the truth, 
the pontiff’s authority rather lulled afleep for a time, 
than put an end to differences, which had their 

fource 
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fource from avarice and ambition ; two paffions that 
take deep root in the heart of man, and from which 
the holieft locieties are not exempt. 

Another paffion, fo much the more dangerous in 
that it makes its way into the heart by beauty 
1 1 79. and the graces cf a fine perfon, had like to 
have railed a civil war in the principality of 
Antioch. Bohemund, the fovereign prince of that 
Hate, had married to his hrH wife a daughter of the 
houfe of Iblin : and after her death, a Greek prince fs, 
namedTheodora. Bohemund, led affray by the charms 
of a concubine, had abandoned his lawful wife. The 
patriarch of Antioch, after ufing canonical admoni- 
tions in vain, excommunicated him, and laid a gene- 
ral interdict upon all his dominions : a kind of pu- 
nifhment which involves the innocent with the guilty, 
and is very often of dangerous confequence. Upon 
this Bohemund, hurried on by his paffion, and incenfed 
at a proceeding that might raife a revolt in the princi- 
pality, made his officers feize on the temporalities of 
the patriarch, drove him out of Antioch, and befieged 
him afterwards in a cafUe which belonged to him, and 
whither he was retired with the principal of his cler- 
gy. The patriarch of Antioch was looked upon as 
the firff prelate of the eaft, as well in regard to the 
foundation of his church which is afcribed to St. Pe- 
ter, as the extent of his patriarchate, which has within 
its jurifdiction twelve metropolitans, one hundred and 
fifty three fuffragan bifhops, and in the city of Antioch 
alone above three hundred and fixty churches. As 
the patriarch was not without a great number of depen- 
dants attached to his dignity, nor the prince without 
fecret enemies, and as both the principal nobility of 
the kingdom and the people were difcontented at the 
government, neither of them were forry to find fo 
plaufible a pretence to fhew themfelves. 

In a moment all the principality was up in arms : 
the malecontents, under pretence of defending the caufe 
of the church, fought to revenge their private inju- 
ries.. 
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•lies. Every body was engaged on the one fide or the 
other, according as his pailions or interefl led him. 

The king of Jerufalem, or rather his council, fear- 
ing the infidels fhould make an advantage of thefe dif- 
fenfions, engaged the patriarch of Jerufalem, and the 
two grand mailers, to repair thither with all expediti- 
on, and endeavour to quiet the ftorm. Thefe depu- 
ties, pafling by Tripoli, brought along with them 
count Raimond, a particular friend of prince Bohe- 
mund. They affembled firfb at Laodicea, and from 
thence they went afterwards to Antioch. Being arriv- 
ed, many conferences were held upon the occafion, 
and melfages fent on both fides ; at laft they made a 
fort of provifional treaty, wherein it was agreed, that 
both fides fhould lay down their arms ; that the patri- 
arch fhould be immediately reflored to the enjoyment 
of his temporalities, and that the interdict fhould be 
taken off, but that the prince fhould continue excommu- 
nicate, if he did not quit his concubine. This reftric- 
tion ferved only to inflame his paflion for that woman, 
and to aggravate his hatred againfl the chief lords of 
the principality. He banilhed afterwards, upon feve- 
ral pretences, the great conftable and chamberlain and 
three other lords who had fhewn too much attachment 
to the patriarch ; they retired to the court of Rupin, 
prince of the leffer Armenia, who, by concert with 
the grandees of the country, had difpatched the rene- 
gado Melier, and had fucceeded him in that principa- 
lity. 

The grand mailer, fome time after his return from 
Antioch, received the mortifying news, that 
moft of the hofpitallers of his order, who were 1 1 82. 
fettled at Conflantinople, had been maffacred 
in a tumult raifed in that imperial city againfl the La- 
tins. The emperor Manuel Comnenus, with a_defign 
to extinguifh the fchifm which he was far from abet- 
ting, had brought a confiderable number of Latins 
to Conflantinople, and made ufe of them both in the 
miniftry and in ftate affairs. The hofpitallers had in 
Conflantinople the famous hofpital of St.Sanfon, lying 

between 
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between the church of St. Sophia and St. Irene ; and 
they were likeways in polfefiion of the hofpital of St. 
John the almoner. 

“ ’Tis probable (fays M. du Cange, a modern hi- 
“ ftorian indeed, but highly to be refpeded for his pro- 
<e found learning) that the church of St. Sanfon was 
(C given to the hofpital of St. John of Jerufalem by the 
“ emperorManuelComnenus, who had fuch an affedti- 
“ on for the Latins, and particularly for the French 
“ of the kingdom of Jerufalem, that he incurred there - 
“ by the hatred of his own fubjeds * 

This hatred broke out after his death. b The 
Greeks, exafperated by fome differences in religion, 
and refolved not to fubmit to the authority of the holy 
fee, let fire to the houfes of the Latins, malfacred fucli 
as fell into their hands, and did not even fpare a cardi- 
nal, named John, whom the pope, at the emperor’s 
requeft, had fent to endeavour a re-union of the two 
churches. The Greek priefts and monks were the 
hotteft in promoting this maiTacre, and to encourage 
the murderers, gave money among them. Thefe fu- 
rious people broke into the hofpital of St. John above 
mentioned, and inhumanely murdered the fick and the 
religious hofpitallers who took care of them. It was 
with difficulty that a fmall number made their efcape, 
and getting on board a fhip, carried the difmal news 
of this bloody malfacre to Palefline. 

They found the kingdom fplit into factions, and 
weakened by domefiick divifions that brought 
1178. on its ruin. The king’s leprofy not allowing 
him to marry, or even to hold the reins of 
government in his own hands, he had given the prin- 
cefs Sybille, his eldefl filler, and widow of the marquis 
of Montferrat, in marriage to Guy de Lulignan, of the 
houfe of la Marche, fon of Hugh le Brun, whom the 
mode of devotion that prevailed at that time had 
brought into Palelline. He was a handfome prince, 

and 

a Observations fur rhi£oIre de Geoff oy dc Villehardcuin. N. 
J04. p. 302. 

b Will. Tyr. 1 . 22 c. 1 
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and of a good mein, but more a courtier than a foldier, 
and having found out the way to pleafe the princesf, 
he had no great difficulty, by her intereft, to gain the 
good graces of the king. 

Baldwin, upon this marriage, made his brother 
in law regent of the kingdom, and referred no- 
thing to himfelf but the title of king, and the 1 1S2. 
pofieffion of the city of Jerufalem, with a pen- 
lion of ten thoufarid crowns of gold. 

The fovereign power, in which the king had given 
Luiignan a joint ffiare with himfelf, raifed the jealoufy 
of the grandees, who, being born in Paleftine, confi- 
dered that prince as a foreigner. Raimond, count of 
Tripoli, fomented this divifion. This count, the mod 
powerful of all the vaffials of the crown, afpired fecret- 
ly to the fucceffion of Baldwin. As the choice which the 
king had juft made ruined his hopes, he entered there- 
upon, as it is laid, into fecret meafures with Saladine 
in order to revive them. The truce which that prince 
had made with the king of Jeruialem was ftill iubfift- 
ing,* the bufmefs was how to break it, without giving 
occafion to charge the breach on the Mahometans! Sa- 
ladine for this purpc/e gave private orders to one of 
the governors of his frontiers, to turn flocks of fheep, 
horles, cows, and other cattle, loofe upon the lands of 
the Chriftians, and into the fields which were then co- 
vered with corn. Renaud de Chatillon, a famous par- 
tifan, that was always on horfeback, caufed all thefe 
beafts to be taken and brought to Carach. Renaud de 
Chatillon, as William of Tyre relates, was but an ad- 
venturer and foldier of fortune 4 , but handfome in his 
perfon, diftinguiftied by a great many brave a&ions, 
and in his youth, notwithstanding the inequality of 
their v conditions, had married privately Conftance., 
princefs of Antioch. He was at that time lord of Ca- 
rach, a ftrong place fituated on an hill. The Tatins 
,Vol. 1 . N had/ 

4 Domina Conftantia domini Raimondi Antiocheni principts 
vidua, licet multos inclitos et nobil^s viroSejus matrimonium ex- 
petentes, more faemineo repuliflet, Rainaldum.deCaftillione quem- 
dam ftipendiarium militem fibi occulte in maritum elegit. Will, 
Tyr, 1 . 17. c.z6. 
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had eredlcd it into an archbifhoprick, by the name of 
Mount-royal ; it was formerly called Petra of the de- 
fert, becaufe it lies on the edge of Arabia Petraea. 

Chatillon, with a pretty large number of templar?, 
had fortified himfelf there, and went frequently out 
upon parties. The Mahometans had no enemy that 
they dreaded fo much ; he carried off frequently whole 
caravans of pilgrims as they travelled to Mecca ; and 
when he had them in prifon, he ridiculed their devo- 
tion. Mahomet himfelf was’ not fpared in his raller- 
ries : he had likeways formed the defign of deftroy- 
inp- his. tomb, which has fuch honours paid it at Me- 
dina, the Mahometans holding it in as much veneration 
as Chriftians do the fepulchre ofjefus Chrift ; and he 
would have made himfelf matter of that town and of 
Mecca, if the governor, who commanded under Sa- 
ladine in Arabia, had not difcotfered his defign, and 
taken proper meafures to oppofe it. 

Salad ine, by way of reprifal, imprifoned fifteen 
hundred Chriftians, merchants and pilgrims, whofe 
fhip had run a-ground near Damiata. He fent after- 
wards to the king of Jerufalem, to demand reftitution 
of all the cattle that Renaud and the templars had car- 
ried off, contrary to the truce ; and in cafe fatisfa&ion 
was not given, the embaffador had orders to declare 
war againtt him, and to protett, in that prince’s name, 
that he would treat the Chriftians, whom he had or- 
dered to be feized, and their effedts, in the fame man- 
ner as they treated the cattle and their drovers, whom 
they detained, he faid, fo unjuftly at Carach. 

The king would very willingly have given fatisfac- 
tion to the fultan a , whom he dreaded; but he had fo 
little authority, and the government was fo weak, that 
he could never oblige Renaud and the templars to re- 
ftore the booty they had taken. Saladine upon this, 
under pretence of taking reprifals, began to make 
frefh incurfions upon the lands of the Chriftians; and, 
as he had forefeen, war enfued. He paftes the Jordan, 
puts every thing that oppofes him to the fword, car- 
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rles off the women and children, dragging them into 
an odious flavery ; fets fire to the houfes, ravages the 
open country, and abandons himfelf to all the cruel- 
ties that could flake fear and terror into the minds of 
the people. 

These ravages made the principal nobility of the 
kingdom take the field at the head of their vaffals, 
and fupporied by the two military orders. TheL i'e- 
veral bodies of troops made up a condderable army. 
The king, whofe infirmity grew every day worfe and 
worfe, was not in a condition to take the command 
upon him*. He had loll his fight. The malignity of 
his leprofy had taken away the ufe of his hands and 
feet, fo that he was obliged to intrull the com- 
mand of the army with Lufignan his brother- 1183. 
in-law, whom he had made count of Jaffa and 
Afcalon, titles belonging to the prefumptive heir of 
the crown. The count, either for want of capacity 
in the art of war, or through the jealoufy of the chief 
commanders, lay dill above eight days in fight of an 
enemy weaker than himfelf, without attacking him, 
and even fuffered him to go off with his booty and 
prifoners, and crofs the river Jordan before his eyes, 
without making the ieaft motion, or daring to go out 
of his intrenchments. 

The Latin Chridians, who were allfoldiers themfelves, 
and loved to have a general for their prince, complain- 
ed heavily to the king of the cowardice of his brother- 
in-law ; and moll of the nobility protefted, that they 
would never march into the field again under his com- 
mand. The king, to fatisfy them, recalled the pow- 
er he had intruded him with; and, as princes often fet 
no bounds either to their favours or refentments, he 
was deprived of the county of Jaffa*, as being no way 
qualified to defend that important place, which was 
one of the keys of the kingdom. The king at the fame 
time named for his fucceffor young Baldwin ~ 
his nephew, fon of the princefs Sybille and * 1 1 3 * 
the marquefs of Montferrart, her fird husband, though 
N 2 this 

* Will. Tyr. 1 , 22, b Will. Tyr. 1 . 23, 


J4B Hiflory of the Knights of Malta. 

that prince was hardly five years old. This 
change occafioned great divifions all over the king- 
dom. Guy de Lufignan retired to Afcalon, where 
he fortified himfelf at firft againft the party that op- 
pofed him. But as this prince was much better quali- 
fied to talk big of his refentments, than to maintain 
them fvvord in hand, he foon returned to court ; and 
in exchange for a crown and fovereignty, which he 
had been encouraged to expect, and for which no e- 
quivalent can be made, he poorly took up with the 
county of Jaffa that had been taken from him, and 
was now restored to him with the title of the king’s 
vaffal. 

Baldwin, who was no longer capable of a&ing 
by himfelf, committed the care of the govern- 
1 184. ment to the count of Tripoli, not fo much out 
of regard to him, as for fear he fhonld raife new 
difturbances in the kingdom, in cafe he was fet afide. 
Pvaimond, the fecret fpring and author of all the cabals 
of the court, refufed the regency at firft, being well fa- 
tisfied, that nobody woul 1 accept it in his wrong. 
The king was forced to prefs and importune him to it; 
aud when at laft he confented to take the government 
upon him, it was with this provifo, that the hofpital- 
lers and templars would engage to defend all the pla- 
ces that fhould be attacked. In the mean time, to fecure 
his authority, he obtained a new truce from Saladine, 
which that infidel prince granted for a fum of money, 
to reimburfe him the charges of the war. 

The Chriftians view in demanding this truce was 
to gain time for obtaining anewcrufade, andfuccours 
from the princes of the weft. The main bufinefs was 
to fend a folemn embafly thither, and to put the ne- 
gotiation into the hands of perfons qualified by their 
capacity to manage it, and by their rank and merit to 
command refpeft and deference. 

Heraclius, patriarch of Jerufalem, offered him- 
felf for the employment ; he was a man of 
1184. much vanity and conceit, and bragged that he 
would not return but at the head of an army, 

compofed 
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compofed of the moft potent fovereigns in Europe. 
The prince he depended moft upon was Henry IT. 
king of England, grandfon to Fulk, count of Anjou 
and king of Jerufalem, and confequently coufin-ger- 
man to Baldwin. What raifed the patriarch’s confi- 
dence the more, was his being informed, that where- 
as the Englifh prince had received abfolution from the 
pope, on account of the murder of St. Thomas arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, of which he was fufpected, it 
was only upon condition, that he ftiouid go m perfon 
at the head of a powerful fuccour to the Holy Land. 
And though that prince had not in -exprefs. terms 
commanded him to be affaffmated, yet as fome impru- 
dent words of his feemed to have occafioned it, he 
fubmitted to the penance, and in a council held at 
Auranches in Normandy, September 27th 1172, he 
had made a folemn promife, that at the Chriftmas 
following he would take the crofs upon him for three 
years, and fet out the next fummer for Jerufalem, if 
the pope did not grant him a difpenfation for it ; and 
that during the war, or atleaft for one year, he would, 
befides his own troops, maintain two hundred tem- 
plars at his own expence. None of thefe conditions had 
been as yet performed, though it was near thirteen 
years iince he engaged for them. 

The patriarch, who was well informed of this mat- 
ter, ufed the intereft of all his friends that he might be 
fent into Europe,' flattering himielf that he inould 
come back with powerful fuccours for the Holy Land, 
and loaded with great prefents to himfelf. But the 
council could hardly be brought to truft fuch an im- 
portant negotiation to a prelate, who was naturally 
of a warm temper, and knew not how to deal with 
mankind in any other than a haughty manner : yet 
as it was dangerous to refufe him, (and befides they 
flattered themfel es that his dignity might add fome 
confideration to the embafiy,) they accepted his offer, 
but appointed the two grand mafters for his colleagues, 
who were qualified by their moderation and good 
breeding, to foften the roughnefs of the patriarch’s 
N 3 humour $ 
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Tiumour ; befides, the knights of the two orders were, 
by reafon of their birth and valour, much refpe&ed in 
the weft, and in the ^courts of thofe princes whofe fub- 
jedts they were born. 

These embaftadors fet fail from Jaffa, and arrived 
fafe at Brundufium. Pope Lucius III. fucceffor to 
Alexander, and the emperor Frederic I. were then at 
Verona, where they had come to an interview, in or- 
der to fettle the peace of Italy, which they had put in- 
to a flame by their reciprocal pretenfions. Our em- 
bafladors, defirous to improve the opportunity, made 
hafte to Verona, and laid before both of them the for- 
midable power of Saladine, the miferablc and weak 
condition of the kingdom of Jerufalem, and the ne- 
ceflity of a powerful fuccour, if they had a mind to 
preferve the Holy Land. The emperor promifed them- 
troops*, which he never furniftied, and the pope gave 
them only indulgences and letters of recommendation, 
which coft him nothing *. 

That pontiff wrote indeed very prefling letters to the 
king of England, threatening him with the judgments 
of God, if he did not perform the penance prescribed 
him ; and by other letters, he folicited the king of 
France very warmly, to fignaiize his zeal at his com- 
ing to the crown, by an enterprize worthy the piety 
of his anceftors. Our embaftadors, furniftied with 
thefe letters, were preparing for their journey to the 
two kingdoms, when they were flopped at Verona by 
a violent illnefs, which feized the grand mafter of the 
templars, and carried him to his grave b . The two em- 
balm dors, after paying him their laft offices, fet out 
for France, and arrived at Paris in the month of Ja- 
nuary, A. D. 1185. Philip II. was then 
1185. upon the throne of France, a young prince 
about twenty years old. The embaftadors, 
after delivering him the pope’s letters, laid before him 

the 
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the extreme danger the Holy Land was in of falling 
again under the tyranny of the infidels ; and in order 
to obtain his affiflance, and engage him to go in per- 
fon at the head of his troops, they prefented him the 
keys of the city of Jerufalem, of the tower of David, 
and of the church of the holy fepulchre, as a fort of 
inveftiture, or at leall as an earned: of that right of 
protection which he was to acquire by his arms. The 
king received the patriarch and grand mailer very ho- 
nourably, and* gave them, as Rigord fays a , the kifs of 
peace. He ordered at the fame time all the prelates of 
his kingdom to exhort his fubje&s to take upon them 
the crols. He would have done it himfelf, but the coun- 
cil of the young prince, who had no children as yet, 
did not think it adviiable for him to leave his domini- 
ons in a juncture of continual wars, which France was 
obliged to maintain againll the Englilh and Flemings. 
The king therefore contented himfelf with alluring the 
embafiadors, that he would maintain at his own ex- 
pence* all that Ihould alfume the crofs, and take up 
arms out of fo holy and pious a motive. 

The patriarch and. grand mailer palled next into 
England, from whence the patriarch, as we 
have faid, expelled to obtain the moll confi- 1185. 
derable fuccours c . The embafiadors being 
arrived, delivered the pope’s letter to the king, and 
reprefented to him the need the holy places were in 
of his arms, and particularly of his prefence. Henry 
received them with great demonlirations of refpedl. It 
is even faid, that he went as far as Reading to meet 
them*. But as he was advanced in years, and befides 
had three fons full of fire, of a relllefs and ambitious 

difpofition, 

a In cfculo pads honcri fice recepit, ailigentiflime praepofitis 
terras fuse, five difpenfatorifcus praecipiens quod ubicumque per 
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rent. Rigord. p 17 1. 
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difpofition, and hard to be kept in a due fubmitfion 
to his authority, To long a voyage as that of Jcrufa- 
lem was' by no means convenient, cither for his 
health or the prefent fituation of his affairs. Never - 
thelefs, to amufe the embafladors, he referred the de- 
cifion of that matter to the parliament, which met the 
firfl funday in lent. That auguft affembly was acquaint- 
* ed, in the king's name, with the fincerc defire he had 
of marching to the Holy Land, in order to perform 
his penance, and at the fame time did riot fail to take 
notice of his old age, the bad ftate of his health, and 
withal the neceffity of his prefence jn England. His 
complaifant fubje&s eafily guefled at the prince’s fenti- 
ments, and did not forget to conform themfelves to 
them : they fent him a deputation with great ceremo- 
ny, to reprefent to him in the nation’s behalf, that by 
an obligation antecedent to St. Thomas’s death, and 
his own abfolution, and by the folemn oath which he 
took the day of his coronation, he was under greater 
obligations to flay at home, and govern his dominions, 
than he could be to leave them, and go in perfon to 
make, war in Paleftine. That the parliament never- 
thelefs was of opinion to give fifty thoufand merks of 
jfilver for the levying of troops that fhould be fent a- 
way immediately for Afia ; that the crufade fhould be 
preached over all the kingdom, and the king fhould 
give leave to fuch prelates and noblemen as would take 
the crofs upon them, to go out of the land upon fo ho- 
ly an expedition. The king communicated this refo- 
lution to the embafladors, who defired of him to fend 
at leafl one of his fons at the head of the crufaders : but 
his anfwer was, that none of them were then in Eng- 
land, and he could not engage them in their abfence. 
The patriarch, who was naturally paffionate, told him 
infolently, that they had no need of his money, but 
of a general fit to command an army. He went 
on with a thoufand extravagant expreffions, even fo 
far as to upbraid him with his infidelity to the 
king of France, his fuperior lord, and the murder of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury : and feeing Henry, who 

was 
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was the haughtieft man alive, redden with anger and. 
vexation ; “ Here’s my head, fays he, treat me if you 
“ pleafe, as you did my brother Thomas ; ’tis indif- 
“ ferent to me whether I die here by your orders, or 
“ in Syria by the hands of the infidels, for you are 
“ worfe than any Saracen of them all a .” 

Henry, either out of greatnefs of mind, or for 
fear of another quarrel with the ecclefiafticks, took no 
notice of this infolence. But there is no expreffing 
the concern and confufion of the grand mailer of the 
hofpitallers, to fee himfelf joined in cornmiifion with 
a man of fo violent a temper as the patriarch, who, 
by his extravagant pailions, ruined all the benefit 
they had reafon to expert from their negotiation. He 
omitted nothing to pacify the king, who feemed to 
facrifice his refentments to the interefts of religion. 
This prince carried the compliment fo far, as to take 
the two embafladors of Jerufalem with him in his own 
flip to Normandy, where they kept the fealt of Eafter 
at Rouen. 

We are told in Trivet’s chronicle, that this prince 
gave them three thoufandmerks of filver out of his own 
exchequer*. Agreat number of the Engliih, and many 
of his fubje&s on the other fide the fea, took the crofs 
and joined the French that Philip II. fent into the eaft 
at his own expence. But as there wanted a prince, or 
fome perfon of authority fufficient to command them, 
and make himfelf obeyed, they received no great ad- 
vantage from this armament ; and upon the embafTa- 
dor’s return, a general confirmation fucceeded the 
falfe hopes that the patriarch had given of his negoti- 
ation. 

It was not long before they were acquainted at Je- 
rufalem with his. odd and extravagant condutt at the 
court of England; all the world inveighed bitterly a- 
gainft him ; it was publickly faid, that the true crofs 

which 
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which had been recovered formerly by a prince called 
Hercalius, was going to be loft again under the pon- 
tificate, and by the fault of a patriarch of the fame 
name : every body detefted the violence of his paf- 
fions, and they did not fpare his conduct, particularly 
with regard to a woman, whom he kept publickly, 
and who was better known by the title of the patri- 
archefs than by her own name a . 

These complaints againft that prelate were follow- 
ed by difmal prefages of what was to come. The king 
was d)ing; his fucceffcr a minor; the regent infinitely 
ambitious, without religion, and fufpecced of alpiring 
at the crown, and holding correfpondence with the in- 
fidels ; the truce almolt expired ; the enemy powerful 
and formidable ; few troops and lefs money ; various 
parties in the ftate, and divifions, which are always fa- 
tal in a minority. The king’s death happened in 
this miferable jun&ure, and was followed, fe- 
II 36. ven months after, by that of young Baldwin 
V. his nephew and fucceft'or. The enemies 
of the count of Tripoli gave out, that he had poifon- 
ed the young king, in hopes of fucceeding him, as 
well by virtue of his birth right, as by the ftrength of 
his own forces, and the intereft and power of his par- 
tifans. 

Others laid this enormous crime upon the very 
mother of young Baldwin b , and pretended that fhe had 
poifoned her own fon, to make a way to the throne 
for herfelf, and for Guy de Lufignan her fecond huf- 
band. What confirmed thefe fufpicions was, that no 
body knew any thing either of the young prince’s ill- 
nefs, or of the time of his death, till that princefs, hav- 
ing made fure of the patriarch, the grand mafter of the 
templars, and the marquefs ofMontferrat c , furrounded 
the palace with troops; and the grand mafter, who 
had the crown, and all the royal ornaments in his cu- 
ftody, being bribed by a confiderable fum, delivered 
them up to her, without the confent of the grandees of 

the 
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the kingdom: and the fame day that the young king’s 
death was declared*, the queen his mother, an'd Guy 
de Lufignan were proclaimed king and queen of Jeru- 
folem. 

The count of Tripoli’s creatures, who defpifed Lu- 
lignan, openly oppofed this proclamation ; and even 
Geoffrey de Lufignan, a prince of wonderful flrength 
of body, and extraordinary valour, but no ways pre- 
judiced in favour of Guy’s courage, hearing of his 
promotion to the crown of Palefline, could not help 
crying out, in a manner not over Chriflian indeed, 
“ Thofe that have made my brother a king, would 
“ have made me a god if they had known me.” Mofl 
of the grandees of the kingdom complained, that the 
grand maker of the templars, who had the guard and 
cuflody of the royal crown, had without their confent 
or knowledge, delivered it up to the queen, and with- 
al to Guy de Lufignan who had no right to it. Thefe 
lords, who were of the firft rank in the kingdon, re- 
prefented to the people, that, as affairs then flood in 
the Holy Land, they had need of a general for their 
king, and fuch an one as had the efleem and good o- 
pinion of the army ; adding withal, that the crown 
could not defcend to the heirs male of the royal fami- 
ly, which entirely excluded the two princeffes, fillers 
to young Baldwn. Thefe open pretenfions divided all 
theChrikians of Palefline: they levied troops on both 
fides, and were ready to come to a battle, when the 
affair was happily turned into a negotiation. 

The count of Tripoli, who was the fecret fpring 
that put the cabal againfl the court in motion, fent the 
principal lords of his party to the princefs Sybille, to 
let her know, that they would freely confent to put the 
crown upon her head ; but then they expedled, that 
if fhe would have a king for her husband, fhe fhould 
divorce Lufignan, and chufe fuch a prince for the 
partner of her throne and bed, as was capable of com- 
manding the army, and defending the kingdom. 

The 
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The princefs, who was a very fhrewd perfon, a- 
^reed to thefe propofals ; but required on the other 
hand, that the grandees fhoidd bind themfelves by 
a folemn oath, to acknowledge him for their fovereign 
whom flie fliould chufe for her husband. The oath 
was the more readily taken, in that, though the regent 
was actually married, yet his adherents flattered them- 
felves, that by help of a like divorce, the princefs’s 
choice could fall upon no body but that prince. The 
patriarch, whom the queen had gained by a fwinging 
bribe, pronounced immediately the fentencc of divorce 
between her and Luflgnan. Hiftory does not acquaint 
us with the pretences alkdged upon that occaflon ; but 
after the divorce was declared, and the princefs ac- 
knowledged for queen, they conduced her to the 
church of the holy fepulchre, where Ihe was crowned 
by the patriarch with great folemnity. She took 9 the 
crown immediately from her own head, and put it u- 
pon Guy de Luflgnan’s, embraced him as her huf- 
band, faluted him as king, and turning towards the 
grandees, who were ftunned at this unexpefled ftep, 
« What God has joined, fays flie to them, with an air 
“ of flatelinefs, ’tis not for men to put afunder ”• 
The grand mafler of the templars, who was let into 
the intrigue, fupported her with all his interefl. The 
grandees were at laft obliged to fubmit, and confent 
to a choice they could not help, and the people, who 
were always fond of ceremonies, contrary to their cu- 
ftoin, faw this laft with more amazement than plea- 
fure. 

The count of Tripoli was the only perfon'' who 
looked upon the queen’s choice as an injuftice done 
to himfelf. ’Tis impoflible to exprefs how much he 
was enraged at this preference : he fwore the death of 
his rival, and of the templars alfo who had contribut- 
ed lb much to his advancement : and he did not care 

though 

• Praefata regina accepit ccronam regiam in manibus fuis, et 
pofuit earn Tup r caput Guidonis de Lufignan mariti fui, deens, 
Ego cl eo tc in r^gem et do; .inum meum et Urr^ H^rofolymi- 
tanas, quia quouDeus conjunxit, homo feparare non debet, Rog. 
Hovedcn. p. 634. 
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though he periled himfelf, if he could but cruih his 
enemies with his own fall. 

Pull of this fpirit of revenge, and refolved to fa- 
crifice every thing to his refentment, he went off ab- 
ruptly, and retired to his own territories. Saladine, an 
able politician as well as a great general, no fooner 
heard of his di’fcontent, than he fend a private mef- 
fenger that he could depend upon to treat with him. 
This envoy reprefented to him, with all die appear- 
ances of franknefs, that it was not his mailer’s interefl 
to fuller a Chriftian and -independent kingdom in the 
heart of fo many provinces as compofed his empire ; 
but that if he would turn Mahometan and become his* 
vaffal, he would engage to place him on the throne of 
Jerufalem ; and, in order to maintain him on it, would 
iacrifice all the templars, their common enemies, to 
his fecurity. 

Raimond, blinded with his paflion, agreed to e- 
i ery thing. It is faid, that he immediately caufed 
himfelf to be cirucumcifed. But the better to carry 
on their defigns, it was agreed between him and the 
envoy, that he Ihould not publickly declare himfelf 
of another religion, till after he was in polfeffion of 
the throne ; and that to dellroy the new king the 
morefurely, he iliould reconcile himfelfwith him. 

The perfidious count went with this defign to Jerufa- 
lem. Some common friends that he applied to for that 
purpofe, and who had no other view but to put an end 
to the divifion, interpofed honeflly in the accommoda- 
tion. Peace was made between them. Raimond ac- 
knowledged Lufignan for his fovereign ; and this 
count, fo capable by his valour of defending the holy 
places, was not alhamed to add treafon to his apo- 
llafy. „ * 

Saladine, as it was agreed between them, fell into 
ralefhne at the head of a mighty army. His defio-a 
was to befiegeAcre, the ftrongdl and richeft city of the 
whole kingdom. His army was computed to amount 
to near fifty thoufand horfe, befides foot ; and moll of 
thefe troops were niade up of the old inhabitants of 
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the country, or their children, whom the kings of Je- 
ruiakm, alter the conquefl of Godfrey de Bouillon, 
had driven out ot it. They returned all in Saladfne’s 
retinue, in hopes of a fpcedy conquefl, and of reco- 
vering the inheritance of their fathers. 

The fultan, favoured underhand by the count of 
Tripoli, found no oppofition in his march, 
1187. and advancing to Acre, laid fiege to the 
town. The king had committed the defence • 
of it the two grand mailers, who had out-marched the 
enemy with a large body ofKbfpitalfcrs and templars, 
the fured refcource the date had to depend on. The 
two grand maders, making the garrifon and inhabi- 
tants take arms, Tallied out in the night time*. The 
Chridians, carrying their fv/ords in one hand, and fire 
in the other, furprize the infidek, break into their 
camp, demolidi their tents, cut the throats of all they 
find afleep, and fet every thing on fire. Terror and 
condernation feizc the enemy’s army ; but the day- 
light, which began to appear, and Saladine’s pre- 
fence, recovered them from their fright ; each regi- 
ment drew up under their refpe&ive colours ; they 
came io a regular engagement, and endeavoured to 
Turrround the Chridians. 

Though the infidels were vadly fuperior in num- 
bers, yet the military friars, who never counted their 
enemies, keep their ground, pudi the enemy before 
them, fall upon the body that Saladine himfelf had 
rallied: all engage clofe, and mix together, making 
one univerfal daughter; rivers of blood run down on 
both Tides ; no quarter given nor prifoners taken : an 
equal fury animated the foldiers of both parties. If Sa- 
ladine (hewed as much conduft as courage in this ac- 
tion, the two grand maders on their fide, bravely fol- 
lowed by their knights, performed prodigies of va- 
lour. The grand mader Defmoulins, at the head of 
the holpitallers, pierced feveral times into the Enemy’s 
fquadrons; nothing could dand before hfm. The 
count of Tripoli, who it is faid was difguifed on this 

occafion, 
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occafion, and fought in favour of- the infidels^ to dif- 
patch fo terrible a warrior, killed his horfe, who fal- 
ling down, tumbled upon the grand matter, and the 
weight of his armour hindring him from rifing, the 
infidels pierced his body with a thoufand wounds, e- 
ven after he was dead, either to revenge the death of 
their comrades, or becaufe thefe barbarians thought 
they could never be too fure that fo great a 
commander would not rife again*. Many of 1 187. 
the hofpitallers died bravely over the body 
of their chief, labouring to fave it from the fury of 
the barbarians 1 *. At latt, both parties being fpent, 
gave over fighting, and there was no other ground 
but Saladine’s retreat for concluding that the greatett 
lofs was on his fide. 

The hofpitallers made a diligent fearch over the 
field of battle for the body of their grand matter to 
pay him their latt offices*. After a great de:l of pain 3 
they found it at. latt under a heap of Turcomans 
and Sarazens, who had fallen by the edge of his fey- 
mitar, or whom his knights had, after his death, fa- 
crificed to their refentment. He was carried into Acre, 
and the funeral of that great man was folemnized the- e 
with the tears of his knights, and the univerfal lamen- 
tation of the inhabitants. 

They proceeded afterwards to the choice of his 
fucceffor; and as the enemy was in the heart of the 
kingdom, and they were in continual expectations of 
another battle, the hofpitallers were very fenfible that 
they had more need than ever of a general and able 
warrior to command them. The choice 
of this juncture fell upon brother Gamier, Garni er 
a native ofNapoli in Syria, grand prior of of Syria. 
England, and Turcopolier of the order, 
titles that were infeparable; which fhews, that at that 
O 2 time 

3 Eodem die, videlicet calendas Maii, fexagfmta fratres templi* 
et fummus magifter domus hofpitalis, cum pluribus domus fua 
fi atribus, interfedli lunt. Rog. Hoveden. in Hen'r. II, 
h Chvon. de Nanais. 
c Contin. Will. Tyr. lib. 1, c. 5-. 
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ii?". ^ me dignities were not annexed as they are 
J now, to the different languages and nations 
of which the order is compofed. 

The Turcoples, from whence the name of Turco- 
polier is derived, were antiently, as William of Tyre 
relates*, a company of light horfe. * The original of 
the term came from the Turcomans, who gave the 
name ofTurcopoks in general to fuch children as were 
horn of a Greek mother and a Turcoman father, and 
were defigned for the war fcrvice. It was afterwards 
a title of military dignity in the kingdom of Cyprus, 
from whence itv/.rs adopted into the order of St.John. 
But the hofpitallers ufed it only to fignify the colonel 
general of the infantry. Brother Gamier had refided 
for forne time in England, in quality of bailiff and tur- 
opolier of the order. During that time king Henry 
II. having expelled the canons regular out of the fa- 
mous abbey of Buckland, for living too licentioufly, 
gave this monaftery to the order, and brother Gamier 
pat fome mins that were hofpitallers ofSt. John into 
it. This great bailiff came back afterwards into Pa- 
leiline, to lhare in the dangers and glory of his bre- 
thren ; and his valour and virtues advanced him to the 
dignity of grand mailer, upon the death of brother 
Roger Defmoulins. 

His fxrft care was to recal the greateil part of the 
knights, who were difperfed in various places b ; and 
he received likeways feveral novices into the order, to 
fupply the room of fuch as were lofb in the lad aflion, 
and to put himfelf in a condition of making head with 
fuccefs againil the arms of Saladine. 

That prince, by agreement with the count of Tri- 
poli, and the better to conceal their correfpondence. 
Laid fiege to Tiberias, which belonged to the count, 
in right of Efchine his wife, who made her ordinary 
refidence there. The town was carried immediately, 

and 
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and the countefs, who knew nothing of her husband’s 
treafon, retired into the cadle which was better for- 
tified. The traitor Raimond, as if he had been very 
anxious about the fuccefs of the fiege, cries' out for 
fuccour, calls all his friends about him, and lays be- 
fore the king the great importance of the place, which 
covered all the frontier on that fide. They refolved im- 
mediately to throw in fuccours, coll what it would. 
The king prepared to march himfelf at the bead of what 
forces he had got together ; but the count, who had 
amind to deliver all the forces of the kingdom up at 
once to Saladine, remonftrated to the king, that if he 
advanced with an army fo much inferior to that of the 
fultan, he would expofe himfelf infallibly to a defeat ; 
that Saladine had at lead; 80000 horfe befides his 
foot, and that to oppofe fo formidable a power, it was 
neceffary to draw all the garrifons out of the drong 
towns, and bring into the field all the inhabitants that 
were able to bear arms, in order to increafe the army, 
and have lefs to fear from the number of the infidels. 

Guy de Lufignan, who was neither a great foldier, 
nor an able politician, abandoned himfelf to the per- 
fidious council of a reconciled enemy : all the drong 
towns were drained of their garrifons, and even of 
their inhabitants, and not a foul left in them but old 
men, women and children. The whole fortune of the 
kingdom was flaked upon this confufed multitude of 
foldiers, citizens and peafants, armed ridiculoully e- 
nough, mod of them marching without any order, and 
only animated by fury and padion. 

Upon the approach of the Chridians, Saladine 
drew out of his lines ; they foon met ; the fight laded 
for three days, and was very bloody. Guy de Lufig- 
nan, by the count of Tripoli’s advice, had encamped 
among the rocks, as in a place where there was no 
forcing him ; but the treacherous count had concealed 
from him, that the foldiers could have no water in 
that place, but what they mud pafs though the army 
of the infidels to fetch. A want of fo preding a na- 
ture was foon felt. Neceflity obliged them to advance 
O 3 the 
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the next day againd the enemy, to open themfelves a 
pafTage to the river. The » templars, who were in the 
van, marched down fird into the plain, charged the 
Infidels with their ufual valour; and upon the fird onfet 
drove them before them. Never had thofe brave war- 
riors didinguifhed themfelves by fo much courage and 
Intrepidity on any occafion. They pierced and broke 
the. fil'd fquadrons of the infidels ; but the count of 
Tripoli., who commanded the body that was to fuftain 
them, indead of following the path which thofe noble 
ioldiers of Jefus Chrid had opened to vi&ory, aban- 
doned them, and fled by compaft with Saladine, who 
let him efcape ; and the templars being left alone in 
the plain, were overborn by the multitude of their e- 
nemies, and were all killed or taken prifoners : the 
red of the army retired into their camp in the rocks, 
where that traitor, the count of Tripoli, had infrared 
them. The flight of that prince, whofe capacity and 
valour they had a great opinion of, made the Chrifti- 
ans think the affair was defperate. They paffed the 
.night among the rocks without water, in the month of 
July. Saladine, to add to the heat of the feafon, fet 
f.re to the woods that grew upon the mountain, and 
encrircled the camp of the Chridians ; the foldiers, 
halfdead with third and wearinefs, laydown upon the 
ground, giving themfelves no concern about the ene- 
my, as thinking death was not the word of evils. Sa- 
iadine having notice from fome deferters, that there 
was no longer any order or command obferved in the 
camp, attacked it, and found but a weak refidance. 
!t was not fo much a fight as a butchery. The Turco- 
mans and Sarazens gave no quarter; rivers of blood 

’ran 

1 Templarii robuftifiimo in hoftem impetu procurrentes, prima- 
rum hodium turmarum denfitatem ruperunt, et earum vel ftragem 
vcltugamfecerurit. Venimtuncdemum noftrorum nefanda proditio 
ct nefaria cum hofte collufio claruit ; comes enim Tripolitanus, 
Cjeterique optimates cum turmis fuis, fpreta difpofitionc regia, 
praeclaram illam templi militiam, ho^es fortiter froterentem 
dum non fequerentur, periclitari feceiejatqae ita t.moLrii, con- 
fertiflimis hoftium cuneis, ndlo fequepte, immerfi illico vel vie- 
uma vd praeda fuere. Will. Ncubrig. 1 . 3. p. 430. 
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ran down between the rocks ; the whole army was 
either deftroyed or taken prifoners; the king, the 
grand mafter of the templars, Renaud de Chatillon, 
and a great number of the nobility and knights of St. 
John and the temple fell alive into the infidels hands. 
The Turks took likeways the true crofs, which was 
ufually carried, into the field. The grand mafter of 
the hofpitallers, after fome feats of incredible valour, 
made his efcape though all over wounds, and opened 
his way, fword in hand, through the enemy’s fqua- 
drons : he reached Afcalon, but died the next day of 
his wounds. 

Saladine, who flattered himfelf that by the ex- 
tinction of the military orders he fhould the more ea- 
fily make himfelf mafter of the Holy Land 4 , notified to 
the hofpitallers and templars who were prifoners of 
war, that they had no way to avoid death but by 
changing their religion, and renouncing Jefus Chrift ; 
but thefe noble warriors offered themfelves with fatif- 
fadlion to the flaughter ; they were all put to death 
by the barbarians b ; a n d the conftancy and firmnefs 
with which they received it, animating the faith of the 
common foldiers, feveral of them that were only fecu- 
lars, by an innocent fraud, cried out that they weie 
templars, and, as if afraid of wanting executioners, 
they prefTed forward, ftriying with one another which 
ihould be firft facrificed by the fword of the infidels. 

The fultan after this gave orders to bring the king 
into his tent, with the grand mafter of the templars, 
Renaud de Chatillon, and the other noblemen that 
were taken prifoners, none of whom expected a more 
favourable fate. Saladine, to remove the king’s ap- 
prehenfions, made him fit down by him, and feeing 
the unfortunate prince half dead with thirft and weari- 

nefs, 
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b Milites templi et hofpitalis quos in campo non voraverat gla- 
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cepit. Rog. Hoved. p. 637. 
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lantur iidem. Nangis ad an, 1387. 
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nefs, ordered a liquor to be brought him that was r>' 
greeable to the talle, and cooled in fnow. The king 
having drank, gave the cup to Renaud, but the' fultan 
oppofed it, and told the king by his interpreter, “ ’Tis 
“ for you that I fent for this liquor, and not for that 
« vile man, who is never to hope for quarter 1 ’. To 
underhand the meaning of thefe words, it mull be 
obferved, that among thefe infidels, the rights of hof- 
pitality were inviolable, and thofe barbarians never 
put their prifoners to death, when they had once given 
them any thing to cat or drink with their own hand. 

’Twas for this reafon that Saladine hindered Re- 
naud from drinking after the king ; he reproached him 
heavily with the truces that he had violated, his rob- 
beries, and his inhumanity towards the prifoners, 
which he had taken rather, faid he, as a robber, than 
according to the rules of war ; and withal imputed 
him as the greateft of crimes, according to the prin- 
ciples of his religion, the defign he had formed of fur- 
prizing and plundering Mecca and Medina? “ You 
“ mull then, to repair fuch a feries of outrages, fays 
“ the fultan in a louder tone, either renounce Jefus 
« Chrift immediately, or die a victim to our prophet’s 
« vengeance”. Renaud, bold and intrepid even un- 
der the fword of the enemy, anfwered him, that a 
Chriilian did not know what it was to purchafe his 
life by fuch a bafenefs. Saladine thereupon, tranf- 
ported with wrath, drew his feymitar and ilruck off 
his head, making a martyr of that noble man, who by 
fo chilftian and brave an end, atoned for what was 
lefs jufti liable in his manner of making war. The 
fultan, at the king’s requeft, fpared the life of the grand 
mailer of the templars, fending him toDamafcus, with 
the king and the other prifoners, from whom he ex- 
pelled to draw a vail ranfom. 

The kingdom of Jerufalem was in a terrible def- 
lation ; there were no troops nor any leaders to com- 
mand them ; the towns were left without inhabitants; 
the two military- orders had loll the grcateil part of 
their knights ; and of the two grand mailers, one was 

juft 
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juft dead of the wounds he had received in battle, 
and the grand mafter of the temple was a prifoner at 
Damafcus. 

In this melancholy fituation, the hofpitallers that 
were left aiTembled to proceed to the choice of a new 
grand mafter. One might then have faid of that great 
poft, what St. Paul fays of the epifcopal office, on ac- 
count of the fufferings. and persecutions attending it, 
that it was a meritorious work to defire that eminent 
dignity. In trutk, they were forced to 
offer a fort of violence to brother Er- *Er men card 
mengard Daps, to oblige him in that Daps. 
difmal juncture to take the government 
upon him. This order that was lately fo powerful 
and formidable to the infidels, was now almoft extinCt 
by the great number of knights that were loft in the 
late battles ; and the few that had efcaped the fury of the 
Sarazens, were in continual expectation of undergoing 
the famefate ; the grand mafter at the fame time being 
unable to difcover anyrefource forhimfelf and his bre- 
thren but an honourable death if they failed of victory. 

Saladine, to make his advantage of the general 
confternation, followed the torrentof hisfo tune ; molt 
of the fortified places of the kingdom opened their 
gates to him ; the city of St.John d’Acre, deftitute of 
military friars, its brave defenders, held out but two 
days ; and of all the conquefts of the Chriftians none 
were left but Jerufalem, Tyre, Afcalon, Tripoli and 
Antioch : and of thefe two laft places one was inde- 
pendent of the crown of Jerufalem, and the other was 
only held of it in fief. 

To give a better notion of the deplorable conditi- 
of that kingdom, it may not be improper to infert 
here the circular letter which a templar, a forrowful 
witnefs of this fatal revolution, wrote to his brethren 
of the weft, after the battle of Tiberias. 

“ Brother Thierri grand preceptor, the poor 
ee convent and whole order, but now almoft reduced 
cs to nothing, To all the preceptors and all our bre- 
P thren of the temple, fend greeting in him to whom 

« we 


1 66 


llijlory of the Knights of Malta. 

* ‘ vvc addrefs our groans, and whom the fun and die 
“ moon adore. 

4t Vi e cannot, our d eared brethren, exprefs to you 
“ h Y tlie /c letters, nor even by tears of blood, all the 
Ci calamities that our fins have drawn upon our heads. 
t( The Turcomans, that barbarous nation, having co- 
“ vered the face of the land, we advanced to relieve 
the .cattle of Tiberias, which thole infidels were be- 
“ h'-ging; an engagement foon enfued, but the cne- 
“ my having driven us into rocks and craggy moun- 
tains, our troops were cut in pieces ; thirty thou- 
fand men fell in that fatal day. The king is taken, 
“ and what is ttill more deplorable, the precious 
t( wood of the true crofs is falhn into the hands of the 
“ infdels. Saladine, to crown his vi&ory, has cut 
t( off the heads of two hundred and thirty of our 
<c brethren who were taken in battle, without rec- 
u koning fixty others that we loft in a former en- 
“ gagement. The fovereign of the barbarians is al- 
“ ready matter of the principal towns of the king- 
,c dom. The Chrittians have nothing left but Jeru- 
“ falem, Afcalon, Tyre andBerytus, and even the gar - 
€€ rifons and chief inhabitants of thefe places perifhed 
u In the battle of Tiberias : fo that it is impottible 
“ without the fuccour of heaven, and your afiiftance* 
u to preferve them, &c.” 

But this afliftance was too remote, and there was 
no likelihood of its arriving time enough to flop the 
progrefs of Saladine’s arms. That conqueror, after 
reducing St. John d’Acre, Jaffa, Napoloufa, Scbafte, 
Nazareth, Sefurieth, Caefarea, Sidon and Berytus, 
marched ttraight to the capital, and inverted Jerufa- 
lem, the main defign that he had' in view. The queen 
was in it ; but the city had no body to defend it but 
the inhbitants, the chief of which too, beingGreeks by 
religion, were fecret enemies of theJLatins. Saladine, 
who knew their difpofition well, and thought himfelf 
already matter of the place, refufed to come to any 
compofition with the queen. That princefs, after a 
flight refiftance, had deftred to capitulate. Saladine 
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Tent her word, that he was refolded to enter the place 
fword in hand, to revenge, as he faid, the blood of fo 
many Mufiulmen mafiacred by the Chrifdans in the 
time of Godfrey de Bouillon. The cruelty of this an- 
fwer made the Latin Chriilians refolve to bury them- 
felves in the ruins of the place : Men, women, and 
children, all took arms ; and defpair fuppiying the 
place of valour, they Hood the infidels attacks with fo 
refolute a courage, that the fultan, either appre- 
hending fome revolution, or at leak fearing that the 
length of the liege might retard the other conquefts 
that he propofed, confented at laft to enter into a ne- 
gotiation ; and the treaty was figned on both fides the 
fourteenth day of the fiege. It was agreed by the ca- 
pitulation, that the queen Ihould deliver up the town 
in the condition it was in, and without demolilhing 
any thing ; that the gentry and military perfons Ihould 
march out with their arms, and have a convoy to con- 
duct them to Tyre or any other town they pleafed ; 
that with regard to the inhabitants, the natural Greeks 
might flay there, but all fuch as were Latins by de- 
fcent, Ihould be obliged to leave the place ; and to 
fhew, that he was mailer of their lives and liberty, he 
would make them pay for their ranfom, the men ten 
crowns of gold, the women five, and two for every 
child ; and that all who could not pay thefe refpec- 
tive rates, Ihould remain Haves to the conqueror. 

All the night long, which ulhered in the executi- 
on of this difmal treaty, nothing was to be heard in 
Jerufalem, but the groans, wailings and cries of the 
miferable inhabitants, lamenting their fate, 'and that 
they were obliged to deliver up the holy city with 
their own hands to the infidels. Men, women and 
children, young and old, proftrated themlelves before 
the holy fepulchre, bathing it with their tears, killing 
and embracing it, and being unable to part from it, 
in fine, the day broke, and the difmal moment arriv- 
ed, when the gates were to be opened to the victori- 
ous enemy. The infidels took poffefiion of the place ; 
but Sahdine, attended with his principal officers, 

would 
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would not make his entry till all the Latin Chriflians 
were gone out. The firft who appeared in the mourn- 
ful procelfion, were mothers loaded with their little 
children, that were as yet unable to walk ; others led 
by the hand fuch as were a -little Wronger ; the men 
carried the provifions and the fmall houfhold goods 
necefiary for their families ; the queen, encircled with 
the military men thnt were left, came after the people, 
accompanied with the two little princefles her daugh- 
ters, the patriarch and his clergy, and followed by all 
the perfons of diftin&ion of both fexes. Saladinc, as 
the queen drew near, advanced to meet her, fpoke to 
her with great refpeft, and to comfort her, gave her 
hopes of fitting the king her husband at liberty, in 
confideration of a moderate ranfotn. Some Chriilian 
ladies of the queen’s retinue, whofe husbands had been 
taken by Saladine during the war, palling before that 
prince, and being feized with a frefh fenfe of their, af- 
flictions at his fight, gave terrible fhrieks, and held up 
their hands like fuppliants. The prince enquiring 
what they had to ask him, one of the ladies coming 
up to him faid, “ We have loll our all, fir, but one 
" word of yours can eufe the grief that fo fenfibly af- 
“ fli&s us. Give us back our fathers, our brothers, 
“ and our husbands, that by the fortune of w r ar are 
“ your prifoners, and we freely abandon to you all 
* ( thercll. With pledges fo dear as they, we cannot 
“ be entirely mifcrable ; they will take care of us, and 
u the God whom we adore, who pro\idcs even for 
“ the birds of the air, will provide for our children.” 

Saladine, who had nothing of the barbarian in 
him but his birth, touched with the tears of thefe la- 
dies, who had thrown themfelves at his feet, after 
making them rife up, ordered all the prifoners that 
they claimed to be delivered to them. He added like- 
ways to this grace fome prefents that he made them, 
and what (hewed a great fund of humanity in this ful- 
tan, after his entry into Jerufalem, being informed of 
the c&re which the hofpitallers took of the fick and 
wounded, he gave thole knights, though enemies of 
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his religion, leave to flay in Jerufalem a year longer, 
till the lick were entirely cured. 

Thus Jerufalem, eighty eight years after the con- 
quell of it by the firlt crufade, fell again under the 
dominion of the infidels. Saladine, before he entered 
into the city, caufed the bells to be broken and melt- 
ed down, and the patriarchal church to be walhed with 
rofe water. This church was built at firll upon the 
old ruins of the temple of Solomon by the caliph 
Omar, who, in A. D. 636, having taken Jerufalem, 
made it the principal mofque. This mofque, which 
was by the infidels called Alaxa, was turned, into 
a church upon the conquell of Godfrey de Bouil- 
lon ; and the pilgrims were fo impofed on by" a falfe 
tradition, that they believed it to be the very temple 
of Solomon that was deltroyed by the Romans, and 
rebuilt afterwards by the Chrillians. However this be, 
Saladine being mailer of the city, the queen retired 
with the princefies her daughters to Afcalon ; the in- 
habitants of Jerufalem difperfed themfelves into diffe- 
rent places of Afia and Europe ; fome Look refuge at 
Tripoli, others made their way to Antioch, and a 
great number, defpairing ever to fee the kingdom of 
Jerufalem rellored, palled as far as Sicily and Italy. 
It was at this time, as we are told, that the nuns hofpi- 
tallers of St. John, flying from the confufions of war, 
retired into Europe with the grand mailer’s permiflion, 
where they afterwards made confiderable fetdements, 
as we lhall fee in the courfe of this work. 

Thierry, grand preceptor of the templars, in a 
letter that he wrote to Henry -king of England, gave 
him an account of this llrange revolution; and as fuch 
original pieces are of great authority in hillory, we 
fancy the reader will not be difpleafed to find a letter 
here inferted, that relates the miferable circumllances 
ofthefe great events. 

<c Know, great king, fays the templar to him, that 
** Saladine has taken the city of Jerufalem, and the 
“ tower of David ; the Syrian Chrillians are allowed 
“ to guard the holy fepulchre only till the fourth day 
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" after next Michaelmas ; the hofpitallers are permit- 
“ ted to Hay a year longer in their houfes, to take 
“ care of the fick ; the knights of that order, who 
“ are in the cattle of Beauvoir, diftinguifh themfelves 
“ every day by their various enterpiizes againtt the 
“ Sarazens ; they have lately taken two caravans 
“ from the infidels, in the firft of which they found 
“ the arms and ammunition which the Turks were 
“ tranfporting from the fortrefs of la Fere, after they 
“ had demoliihed it. Carac, in the neighbourhood 
“ of Mont-royal, Mont royal itfelf, Sapheta of the 
“ temple, another Carac, and Margat, which belongs 
“ to the hofpitallers, Cattelblanco, Tripoli and Anti - 
<c och, flail holdout againtt all the effbrtsof theTurks* 
“ Saladine has caufed the great crofs to be taken down 
“ from the dome of the church, that was built on the 
“ ground of Solomon's temple, and for two days to- 
“ gether it was dragged ignominioufly through the 
“ ilreets, trampled under foot, and defiled with dirt. 
“ They have walked the infide and outfide of that 
“ church with rofe water, by way of purification, in 
“ order to make a mofque of it, and there they have 
« folemnly proclaimed the law of Mahomet. The 
<£ Turks have laid fiege to Tyre ever fince Martin- 
“ mas ; a great number of military engines play upon 
« it day and night, throwing in continually fquare 
“ ttones of a vatt bignefs. Young Conrad, fon to 
“ the marquefs of Montferrat, has Hiut himfelf up in 
“ the place, and makes a gallant defence, being well 
“ feconded by the knights of St. John and the tem- 
« plars ; on the eve of St. Silvefter, feventeen Chri- 
« ttian galleys, with thofe brave friars on board, fail- 
« cd out of the port, with ten other Sicilian veflcls, 
« commanded by general Margarit, a Catalan by na- 
« tion, and attacked the fleet of Saladine, in a man- 
« ner before his e}es ; the infidels were defeated ; the 
« great admiral of Alexandria, and eight emirs were 
“ made prifoners ; they took eleven Ships, and a great 
number ran a ground on the coaft, which Saladine 
“ fet on fire, and burnt to afhes, for fear they fliould 
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** fall into the hands of the Chriftians. That prince 
“ appeared the next day in his camp, mounted on 
“ the fineft of his. hories, whofe tail and ears he had 
(X cut, making thus a publick acknowledgment of the 
“ defeat he had received, and of the trouble it gave 
“ him.” 

To have a right notion of what pafied at the fiege 
of Tyre, it muft be observed, that Saladine, after the 
taking of Jerufalem, befieged Afcalon, which the 
queen furrendered to him, in confideradon of his fet- 
ting the king her husband, the grand mafier of the 
templars, and fifteen other noblemen at liberty ; and 
by his treaty, Guy de Lufignan made a folemn re- 
nunciation of the title of king of Jerufalem. This 
prince, with the queen his wife, retired afterwards to 
a caflle by the fea fide, where they were rather hid 
than in a condition to defend themfelves. Saladine, 
without troubling himfelf about an enemy whom he 
defpifed, marched from Afcalon to lay fiege to Tyre, 
an ancient and famous city of Phoenicia, celebrated in 
holy writ for its king Hiram, the friend of Solomon, 
and renowned in hiflory for the fiege laid to it by A- 
lexander the great, againfl whom it held out feven 
compleat. months, and had not been then taken, if that 
prince had not joined the ifle, in which it Hands, to 
the main land, by means of a bank, which he raifed 
to fill up the arm of the fea, which made it an ifland. 
The inhabitants, degenerated from the bravery of 
their anceflors, and dreading the miferies of a place 
carried by fiorm, were preparing, upon Saladine’s ap- 
proach, to go to meet him, and offer him the keys of 
the city, when young Conrad, the lafl of the marquefs 
of Montferrat’s fons, being come into the Holy Land, 
out of zeal to contribute to his father’s liberty, who 
was then Saladine’s prifoner, encouraged them to 
make an honourable defence, and offered them his 
fervice ; but he added, that he would not fhed .a drop 
of his blood for fuch a coward of a prince as Guy de 
Lufignan, and infilled, that if he had the good for- 
tune, as he hoped, to preferve the place, they fhould 
P z engage 
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engage by a folemn treaty, to acknowledge him for 
their lord. The Tynans, deferted by their fovereign, 
and left to themfelves, agreed to the condition. Con- 
rad called in to his affidance a confiderable number of 
the knights of St. John, who put themfelves at the 
head of the inhabitants, and foon made fuch foldiers 
of them, that they feemed to be animated with the 
fame fpirit and courage ; the very women did their 
part, either Ihooting arrows at the beficgers, or carry- 
ing viftuals to their husbands, who lay upon the ram- 
parts. Never was the place more bravely defended 
from the time that Alexander the great laid fiege to it. 
Saladine, difeouraged at the length of a fiege that 
flopped the progrefs of his arms, refolved to raife it ; 
but before he decamped, he caufed the marquefs’s 
father, whom he had taken prifoner, at the battle of 
Tiberias, to be carried before the walls, and an herald 
being admitted into the place, declared to young 
Conrad, that they were going that inftant to cut off 
his father’s head, if he would not furrender Tyre to 
the fultan. 

The young prince, divided between two duties, 
which feemed to him equally indifpenfable, was to de- 
termine, whether he fhould fave his father’s life, or a- 
bandon a Chridian people, to whom he had pledged 
his faith. To extricate himfelffrom this difficulty, he 
aife&ed a firmnefs, that went even to an indifference ; 
“ Go, fayshe, to the herald, tell your mailer from me, 
“ that he can’t put a prifoner of war to death, that 
“ furrendered upon his parole, without the utmoll 
“ dj (honour to himfelf, and that, for my part, I fhall 
“ think myfelf happy to have had a martyr of Jefus 
“ Chrid for my father.” After this they began to 
fhoot afrefh from the city ; but the foldiers had pri- 
vate orders given them, not to point their arrows to- 
wards the place where the old marquefs was expofed 
in chains. The fultan, who had no particular reafon 
to dedroy that prince, from whom too he expedled a 
great ranfom, fent him back to prifon, and railed the 
fieoe. No fooner was lie retired to a convenient di- 

° dance. 
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fiance, but the king of Jerufalem quitted 'his retreat, 
with a defign to reap the fruit of young Montferrat’s 
valour. He prefented himfelf before the place, and 
was going to enter as the fovereign of it; but he found 
the gates fiiut, and the inhabitants cried out to him, 
that they were furprized he had forgot the duty he 
owed to his fubjetts during the liege ; that he was come 
a little too late ; that a braver perfon than he had ta- 
ken his place, and acquired the lordlhip of Tyre by 
the jukek of all titles, for having defended :t valiantly 
at the hazard of his life againk the infidels 8 . Guy de 
Lufignan was forced to retire ; but thefe reciprocal 
pretenfions raifed a fort of civil war between the two 
princes. The grand maker of the templars, either be- 
caufe he thought the king’s caufe the jukek, or by 
reafon of the particular friendship contracted between 
them during their common imprifonment, declared 
himfelf openly againk the marquefs of Montferrat. He 
not only treated him as an ufurper, but hindered fup- 
plies of provifions and ammunition from being brought 
into the place ; and in prejudice of the common inte- 
rests of Chrikianity, as well as in breach of that nice 
honour and fidelity, that the nature of a truk requires, 
he diverted to other ufes a confiderable fum of money 
which the king of England, charmed with the repu- 
tation of young Conrad, had fent him to fortify Tyre, 
and maintain a garrifon in it. This we learn from a 
letter of young Conrad’s to the archbikiop of Canter- 
bury : “ I am become odious, fays he, to Guy de Lu- 
“ lignan, formerly king of Jerufalem, and to the 
grand maker of the templars, for having maintain- 
u ed, and for kill maintaining the city of f’yre, againk 
l< all the cubi ts of the infidels. They attack my hc- 
i( nour, they wound my reputation ; they hinder fuc- 
" cours from entering into the place, and, what is of 
“ a more crying nature, the grand maker of the tsm- 
“ plars has feized the money that the king of England 
“ lent me ; which obliges me to complain to you with 
V infinite concern. As for the hofpitailers, I muk 
P 3 necekarily 
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44 neccflarily commend them, and I call God and 
44 you to witnefs my fincere acknowledgments to men, 
44 who, ever fmcc they took arms for defence of the 
44 place, have been continually rendering us very im- 
44 portant fer vices ; and far from detaining, as the 
44 templars do, that part of the king of England’s mo- 
44 ney which they were to furnilli us, we a/fure you, 
44 they have fpent above eight thoufand pieces of their 
44 own money in the defence of Tyre ; and to prevent 
44 its falling into the hands of the infidels, who, not- 
44 withftanding their formidable power, were obliged 
44 fhanvefully to raife the fiege, Sec.” 

Sal ad in e, having given over that enterprife, turn- 
ed his arms, with better fncccfs, ngainit the principali- 
ty of Antioch. He made himfelf mailer of twenty five 
towns and cattles, into which he put ttrong garrifons, 
that kept the capital in a manner blocked up. The 
governors and magiflrates in general, for fear of death 
or plunder, went a gr^at wav to meet the conqueror, 
and receive their chains ; all fell before fo formidable 
a power, ana the Chriftians had nothing let t but An- 
tioch, Tyre and Tripoli. 

The ctount of Tripoli, the wretched inttrument of 
the lofs of the Holy Land, feeing his enemy dethroned, 
and become a fugitive and vagabond in his own do- 
minions, fummoned Sahdine, purluant to their treaty, 
to put him in potteffion ot the crown, and deliver him 
the places of which he had facilitated the conquclt by 
his flight at the battle of Tiberias : but the fult&n de- 
fpifingthe traitor, whofe treafon had been fo ufeful to 
him, anfwered his pretenfions only with the molt cut- , 
ting railleries. The count, enraged at his breach of 
promife, and feeing himfelf odious and exerecrable to 
both fides, fell into defpair, his fenfes * began to fail 
him, he ran diitradted, and died foon after, raving 
perpetually with refentment and rage. When thy 
ltr pp^d him, in order to lav him out, they found that 

he 
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lie had turned Mahometan*. The countefs his widow, 
by whom he left no ifiue, feeing herfelf without any 
refource, applied to Raimond, prince of Antioch, 
for aififtance, and delivered up Tripoli and its depen- 
dences to him, as being the ncarcft of kin. 

The numerous armies of Saladine, and the rapidi- 
ty of his conquefts, leaving the Latin Chriftians no 
hopes but from the princes of the weft, they deputed 
William archbifhop of Tyre, author of the hiftory of 
the Holy Land, to go and implore their fuccour. That 
embaftador went firft into Italy, and gave Urban III. 
who was then in the chair of St. Peter, an account of 
the fatal event of the battle of Tiberias, and of the 
lofs of Jerufalem. 

All Europe was in a confternation at this difmal 
news, and the pope is faid to have died of grief. Gre- 
gory VIII. his fucceflor, who fat but two months in 
the holy fee, appointed publick prayers and falls up- 
on the occasion. The people of Italy, in the height 
of aftonifhment and afHidtion, cried out, that they 
were unworthy of the name of Chriftians, and of c- 
ver having part in the kingdom of heaven, if they did 
not go to deliver the heritage of the fon of God from 
the dominion of the infidels. A contemporary writer 
adds, that the cardinals made a refolution b to re- 
nounce all kind of diverfions and pleafures, to receive 
no prefents from any that had caufes depending in 
the court of Rome, and never to mount a horfe as 
long as the Holy Land was trodden under foot by the 
infidels ; to be themfelves the firft in the crufade, to 
go to the holy war on foot, at the head of the pil- 
grims, and even to fubfift by asking alms on the 
road. But there was a great deal more oftentation in 

thefe 

*Res diflimulari non potuit ; nam cor pore defun&i nudato, 
’ quia nuper circumcifionis ftigma iufeeperat, apparuit; ur.de pa- 
lam fuit quod fc Salahadino confoedcrans, fe&am Sarrac nicam 
ceperat obfervandum, poftquam Tripolis urbis dominium filius 
principis Antiochiae de ju’.e Htinuit parentclae. Nangis ibid. 

b Firmer inter fe promiferunt quod dc caetero nulla munera 
recipient ab aliquo qui caufam habeat in' curia $ noil afeendent in 
cquum, quamdiu terra in qua pedes domini fteterunt, fuerit Tub 
pedibus inimici. Roger de Hovcden p. 636, 
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thefe difcourfes than zeal and true piety .The cardinal? 
ftaid at Rome ; no alteration appeared in their conduct, 
and the embafTay of the archbifhop of Tyre would have 
had no better fuccefs than that of Heraclius, patriarch, 
of Jerufalem, before mentioned, had not the emperor 
Frederick I. Philip II. kin* of France, and Henry II. 
king of England, generoufly entered into the crufade 
with moll of the princes of Europe. 

Pope Clement III. fucceftor to Gregory VIII. for 
want of more fubftantial fuccours, named the arch- 
bifhop of Tyre for legate of the holy fee, and ap- 
pointed cardinal Henry bifhop of Albano for his col- 
logue. Thefe prelates prevailed with the kings of 
France and England, to meet at a conference held be- 
tween. Trie and Gifors, a place that be- 
ll 83. longed then to the king of England as 
July 15 . duke of Normandy. - The archbifhop of 
Tyre, overflowing with grief, laboured to 
to infpire into them the fame zeal that he felt himfelf. 
He laid before that auguft afTembly the groans of the 
holy city, that was again fallen under the tyranny of 
the infidels ; the lofs of fo many Chriftians facrificed 
to the fury of the barbarians ; the captivity of fome, 
the exile of others, and what was hill more deplorable, 
the numbers of young children of both lexes that were 
born free, now made flaves, before they could be fen- 
fible of all their mifery, and to be brought up in er- 
ror after the infidels had prepoftefted their minds, and 
impofed on their reafon. He enlarged afterwards u- 
pon the various artifices and cruelties that thefe baba- 
rians tried one after another to pervert fuch as were 
grown up; and he made fo moving a'defeription of the 
difmal condition the Latin Chriftians were reduced to, 
that melting into tears himfelf, he drew them like- 
ways from all his auditory. 

The two kings almoft always at war with one ano- 
ther, were then ready to begin a new one ; but upon 
this report of the miicries of the holy city, all was 
pacified, and their clafhing interefts united in the fingle 
view of delivering Fuleitine from the dominion of the 
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Ermengard Daps Grand Mafter, 177 

infidels. Philip and Henry embraced one another, 
put on the crofs, and promifed to jom their forces, and 
pafs by concert into the eaft. 

Several aiTemblies were held in their refpedlive 
dates, to raife the funds necefl'ary for fo great an ar- 
mament; and they came to arefolution both in France 
and England, that fuch as would not take the crofs 
upon them, fhould give at lead the tenth of alHheir 
goods, moveable and immoveable, which cccafioned 
this tax to be called the Saladine Tythe, becaufe the 
main end in levying this money, was to defray the ex- 
pences of the war, to be carried on againd that prince. 
The orders of the Cidertians, Chartreux, Fontevrault, 
and the congregation of the friar Lazars were exempt 
from this fubfidy. Petrus Blefends pretended, from 
their example, that the fecular clergy ought not to be 
charged 'with it, and wrote upon that occafion to Hen- 
ry de Dreux, bilhop of Orleans, and coufin german to 
king Philip. “ The prince, fays he, to him in his 
“ letter a , ought to exaft nothing from the biihops 
“ and clergy, but continual prayers for the fucceis of 
“ his arms ; if the king b will needs engage in this 
“ enterprize, let him not raife the expence out of the 
“ fpoils of the church and poor, but out of his own 
“ particular revenues, or the booty that he fhall 
“ take from the infidels, with which he ought to en- 
rich the church, and not plunder it, under pretence 
“ of defending it. The church is free, fays he, in ano- 
(e ther place, in virtue of the liberty which Chrid has 
“ purchafed for us ; but if they load it with exactions, 
“ this is to reduce it to a date of fervitude like Agar.” 
We fee here a gingle*of words, the fame that we have 
already fpoken of; and that under the equivocal 
terms of the church and liberty, it looks as if the 

Cbridian 

* Reverendiflime et dile&ifiime pater mi, tux difcretioni com- 
mjtto religioforum quietem, pacem fimplicium, caufam Chrilii, 
et eccldix libertatem. Epift. 112. 

b Si autem propofuit hujus preregrinationis iter arripere, non 
de fpoliis ecclefiarum, non de fudoribus pauperum viaticum fibi et 
fuis exhibeat, fed de reditibus propriis aut de prxda holhli belli 
Chrifti conficiat. Idem. Epift. J2i. 
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Chriftian church was compofed only of the clergy, or 
that the faviour of mankind had delivered us from 
fomething elfe befides fin. 

The eloquence of Peter Blefenfis, which was ill 
employed on this occafion, did not hinder the raifing 
ofimmenfe fums in France and England. Commiifi- 
oners were appointed to collefl the money, among 
which were an hofpitaller and a templar, deputed by 
the. two military orders, to folicit this armament, 
which they were to accompany themfelves, and to 
ferve for the principal guides to it v 

Richard I. who had juft fucceeded Henry II. his 
father, when he received his crown, took upon him 
that prince’s engagements for the relief of the Holy 
Land. He levied an army of thirty thoufand foot, 
and five thoufand horfe, which he embarked, with the 
neceilary ammunition and provifions, on board a pro- 
digious number ofveffels of different bulk. This em- 
barkation was made at Dover, from whence he paffed 
into Flanders, and thence into Normandy, where he 
held a meeting of the eflates of the country. ’Tis faid, 
that during his flay in that province, a holy prieft, 
named Fulk, incumbent of Neuilli, famous for his 
fermons, and a preacher of the crufade, after great en- 
comiums on the Englifh prince’s zeal for the fuccour 
of the Holy Land, told him, with a couragious liber- 
ty, that to engage the bleffing of heaven upon his 
arms, he ought to part with three pernicious paflions, 
which he called the three daughters of that prince,. 

pride, avarice and luxury; and that the king 
1 1 89. of England, the haughtieft man on earth, 
anfwered him bluntly, with a taunting re- 
crimination, “ I cannot difpofe of my three daugh- 
“ ters better, than by giving, as I do, the fir If to the 
“ templars, the fecond to the Cikertian monks, and 
“ the third to the bilhops of my own domions.” This 

prince 

* Colligatur autem pecunia ilia in fingulis parochiis,. praefenti 
presbytero parochiae et archipresbytero et uno templario et uno 
hofpitalario, et fervicnte regis, et Clerico regis. Rog. de Hovt- 
den. p. 641. 
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prince foon after joined Philip Auguftus at Vezelay, 
on the frontiers of Burgundy ; and after palling the 
Rhone they took different roads. The king of France 
marched towards Genoa, where his fleet was waiting 
for him, and the king of England went to Marfeilles, 
where he embarked ; and the general rendezvous was 
at the port of Meflina in Sicily. 

Before the two kings fet out, and whilft they 
were bufy in railing troops and money in their domi- 
nions, the two legates pafled into Germany, and 
came to Mentz, where the emperor Frederic I. called 
Barbarolfa, was holding a general diet of the empire 
on the fame fubjeft. He was a prince eminent for 
his valour, and though advanced in years, yet he ge- 
neroufly took the crofs upon him, together with Fre- 
deric duke of Suabia his fon. Sixty eight princes or 
great lords of Germany, as wellecclefiaftical as tempo- 
ral, followed the example of their fovereign, and put 
on the crofs; and in order to their march, the general 
rendezvous of the troops was fixed at B.atis bonne, 
whither all that were engaged in the crufade had or- 
ders to repair on the twenty third of April the year en- 
fuing. 

The Chriftian part of Spain had no lhare in this 
great armament of Europe. The kings of Caftile, 
Arragon and Navarre, had their hands but too full 
in oppofing the Moors and Sarazens, who had feized 
as is well known, upon the fine!! provinces of that 
great monarchy. The queen of Arragon, infinitely 
affli&ed for the lofs of the Holy Land, and acquaint- 
ed with the difperfion and miferies of its inhabitants, 
refolved to found a monallery for ladies of the order 
of St. John, the better to preferve the memory of fo 
many illuftrious knights of that order, as had lately 
periihed in Paleftine. 

This princefs, named Sancha, was daughter to 
Alphonfus king of Caftile, and wife to another Al- 
phonfus the fecond of the name, called the chaft, king 
of Arragon, fon to Raimond Berenger, count of Bar- 
celona, and afterwards king of Arragon, whom we 

have 
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have fpoken of before, on occafion of the treaty be- 
tween that prince and the grand mafter Raimond Du- 
puy, touching the fucceflion of the crown of Arragon. 

Queen Sancha his daughter, being married into a 
family that had long bore an affe&ion to the order, e- 
fpoufed the fame fentiments, and formed a defign of 
founding a monaftery of nuns hofpitallers at Sixenne, 
a village fituated between Saragofla and Lerida, and 
depending on the caftellany of Empofta, a grand pri- 
ory of the language of Arragon. The queen gave 
brother Garcia de Lifa, the then caftellan, other con- 
fiderable lands near Tarragona in exchange for it; 
and after communicating her project to Raimond Be- 
renger, a knight and provifor of the order' in Arra- 
gon, this pious princefs laid the foundation of a palace 
rather than a convent; and as Ihe confidered, that 
this houfe might ferve one day for a retreat to herfelf, 
and in future times to other princeffes of the royal fa- 
mily, nothing was omitted with regard either to the 
magnificence and convenience of the buildings, or to 
the largenefs of the inclofure about it, or in fine to the 
greatnefs and lecurity [of the revenues. This royal 
convent was founded for fixty ladies of noble birth, 
who were to be admitted without any portion ; 
and fuch as were of the kingdom of Arragon or Cata- 
lonia, were to be of an extraction fo illuftrious and fo 
publickly known, that they fhould have no need to 
produce their proofs. 

We have obferved, that hiftorians do not tell us 
precifely to what part of Chriftendom the nuns hofpi- 
tallers of the houfe of Jerufalem retired after the lofs 
of that capital of Judaea. There is reafon to think, 
that it was upon their account that this pious princefs 
founded this famous convent in the year following, to 
ferve them for a retreat and afylum; and we are the 
more inclined to embrace this opinion, becaufe the 
priory of Sixenne was founded immediately after the 
lofs of the holy city. But after all, as this is but a con- 
jeClure, founded merely on the agreement of the time, 
wc fhall only obferve by the by, that this foundation 

was 
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was followed by many others of the fame order as 
well in Catalonia as in Italy, France and Portugal, 
which we ihall have occafion to fpeak of hereafter?”" 

The monaltery of Sixenne became foon the mod 
famous in- the kingdom. The king, at the queen’s 
initance, endowed it with large revenues ; pope Cele- 
ftine III. put thefe nuns, like the hofpitallers, under 
tne rule Oi St. Auguftine, as may be feen in the bull of 
that fovereign pontiff, bearing date A. D. 1193. Their 
habit was a robe of Scarlet or red cloth with a black 
mantle a bee, upon which was the white crofs with 
eight points directly upon the heart ; they had a par- 
ticular breviary : they wore at church rochets of fine 
linen ; and in memory of the queen their foundrefs 
they held a filver feepter in their hands during the 
office and divine fervice, a 

The priorefs prefented to vacant benefices, and had 
even the privilege of giving the habit of obedience to 
fuch pnefts as 1 erred their church. She vifits even 
now her lands with her dames affifting her, and is a 
member of the provincial chapters of the order in Ar- 
ragon, has a voice and feat there after the Caftellan of 
Empofta ; and when the chapter of the order is held 
at Saragoffa, the chapter of the cathedral fend her her 
canonical portion as bendarefs of that churdi. 

Que en Sancha, after the king her husband’s death, 
rented into this monafiery with one of the princefies 
her daughters, and it is faid, that both of them em- 
braced the monaftick profeffion. As we Ihall have 
occafion to mention this holy houfe again on occafion 
or the alterations that happened afterwards in the p-o- 
vernment of it, we Ihall only obferve here, that°all 
manner of Chnftian virtues were pra&ifed there in an 
eminent degree ; that thefe nuns hofpitallers got up at 
midnight to fing praifes to God ; that their fupplica- 
tions and prayers were almoil without intermiffion, and 
theie holy virgins were continually lifting up' their 
pure and innocent hands to heaven, to implore his blef- 
fing on the arms of the knights of St. John their bre- 

V 0I " L CL thren. 
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thren, and ask of God that he would be pleafed to de- 
liver holy Sion from under the ftavery of the infidels. 

This pious zeal, fo general at that time, of contri- 
buting to recover the kingdom of Jerufalem, caufed 
moft of the nations of Europe to take up arms ; and 
whilft the king’s of France and England were making 
preparations for that glorious expedition, the molt 
zealous, without Haying for thofc princes, flocked from 
all quarters into Paleftine. 

We have feen above, that Guy de Lufignan, upon 
his efcape out of prifon, finding himfelf a king without 
a kingdom, retired at firft to a caftle in the county of 
Tripoli, where he afterwards muflered tpgether the 
broken remains of his fortune. Godfrey de Lufignan 
his brother brought him from the well a frefh body of 
troops of the crufade ; various adventurers, Greeks, 
Latins and Syrians joined him, and there was formed 
in a fliort time a little army of feven or eight thoufand 
foot, and feven hundred horfe. This fuccour, weak 
as it was, gave him neverthelefs fome hopes of feeing 
a change in his fortune : and to fecure himfelf a place 
of retreat, that fhould depend on no body but himfelf, 
he laid fiege to St. John d’Acre, a flrong place, with 
an haven capable of receiving the veffels and fuccours 
of the princes of the weft. The hofpitallers and tem- 
plars joined the army : there arrived likeways three 
private crufades, which advanced before the great ar- 
mies that were expe&ed out of Europe. The land- 
grave of Thuringia and duke of Gueldres commanded 
the firft, which was entirely compofed of Germans : 
there came another made up of the people of the 
north, Danes, Frieflanders and Flemings : there arrived 
too a third, at the head of which were two princes of 
the houfe of Dreux, and a confiderable number of the 
greateft lords of the kingdom : there came thither at 
the fame time fome Venetians, Lombards and Pifans ; 
and Conrad of the houfe of Montferrat, prince of 
Tyre, forgetting his difputes with Guy de Lufignan, 
would needs fhare in the perils and glory of the enter- 
prize. 


The 
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The Chriftians began the fiege, and carried it on 
at firft with all the courage and application imagin- 
able. Saladine had put a ftrong garrifon into the 
place commanded by Caracos, an old captain of great 
reputation, under whom Saladine himfelf, before he 
role to that height of grandeur, made his fir ft eftay in 
arms. This general of the infidels made frequent 
fallies ; they were continually in a&ion ; and we may 
fay that thefe fallies were rather fo many battles and 
engagements. Saladine on his fide advanced with a 
formidable army to his fuccour ; the Chriftians went 
out of their lines to fight him ; Guy de Lufignan com- 
manded the firft body, compofed of his own troops, 
of French, and the knights of St. John. The grand 
mafter of the templars was at the head of his knights, 
and the Germans, Frieflanders and other people of 
the north fought under his banner. The fight lafted 
a long time with equal animcftty on both fides, and 
with doubtful fuccefs ; what appears moll certain is, 
that the Chriftians, though they loft the grand nia- 
fter of the templars, and a great many knights of 
his order, yet returned victorious into their lines, and 
Saladine could not force them to raife the fiege, which 
was the only thing he aimed at. 

That prince did nothing afterwards, but endea- 
vour to intercept the Convoys of the Chriftian army. 
This occafioned a famine, which was foon followed 
with a contagious ficknefs. Thefe two plagues de- 
ftroyed more foldiers than the fword of the enemy. 
Guy de Lufignan faw four young princes his children 
taken off one after another, and Queen Sybille his wife 
to whom he owed the crown. 

The death of that princefs occafioned afterwards 
new divifions between the king her husband, and the 
prince of Tyre. The Queen of Jeruialem left only 
one fifter named Ifabel, who at eight years of age was 
married to Humfrey de Thoron the third of the name. 
Conrad',* a prince young and handfome, full of cou- 
rage and ambition, found the v/ay to pleafe that prin- 
ce 2 cefs,. 

* Chron. de Nangis ad an. 1189. 
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cefs. There was no want of reafons to break oft her 
contnnfl with young Humfrey; the marriage being 
made againft her will, perhaps in a prohibited degree 
as they pretended, furnilhed a pretext for it: it was 
at leak in thofe times the common refource of difeon- 
tented h ubands. The princelVs marriage was dif- 
folved, and the bilhop of Beauvais, without any regard 
to publick decency, married her the next day to the 
prince of lyre. In confluence of this alliance and 
the princcfPs right, Conrad took on him the title of 
king of Jtrufalcm ; Guy dc Lufignan on his fide, 
maintained, that the character cf royalty was never to 
be effaced, and that ro body could in his lifetime af- 
fume the tide of king in Palekine : and to make the 
divifion dill greater, Humfreyde Thoron,IfabeFs firft 
husband, difputed the fentence by which his marriage 
\ as diifolved, and put in his claim to the crown. Thus 
thi> titulary kingdom, this fovereignty without fubjefls, 
had in the fame army, and at the fame time, no lefs 
tli* - * it three kings, and the queen had two husbands liv- 
ing : but as it v. r.s apprehended they might turn their 
arms ag-infi: one another, tley obliged them to rcthr 
the decifion of their prctcnhons to the award of the 
Lings of France and England, who were fet out from 
their do mini jii , and as they had advice wintered in 
Sicily. 

During the day thofe two princes made in that 
ifland, Richard having heard much talk of 
1190. Abbe Joachim, who palled with the people 
for a great prophet, fent for him to Mefiina, 
and confultcd him about the fuccefs of the crufade. 
The Abbe, without any hefitation, told him, that the 
holy city would not be delivered till the feventh year 
after its being taken by Saladine. “ To what pur- 
“ pofe then, laid the king of England, are we come 
“ fo foon ? Your coming, replied the Abbh was ve- 
“ ry necefiary, God will give you the vidlory over 
“ his enemies, and exalt your name above all the 
il princes of the earth”. 


This 
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This pretended prophet bore a very doubtful cha- 
racier fome looked upon him as a faint, others took 
him for a cheat. It is probable the man meant, well, 
and that there was more fanaticifm than hypocrify in 
his conduCt ; he was befides a good man, and of an 
auftere life, but he had cracked his brain by meditati - 
ons, or rather, by his dreams on the revelations. He 
bragged that he had the key of that myflerious book, 
and underflood it as perfectly as St. John who wrote 
it. He took all his vifions and imaginations for truths; 
and if by chance- he 'fucceeded fometimes in his pre- 
dictions, he was miflaken much oftener ; as it hap- 
pened upon what he had declared about the delive- 
rance of the Holy Land, as we fhall fee prcfently. 

In the mean time the emperor Frederic, though fe- 
venty years of age, had advanced before thefe princes, 
fetting out immediately after eafler, A. D. 11S9. 
This prince, truly worthy of that augufl title, after giv- 
ing the law to the Greeks as he marched through 
their country, after defeating the fultan of Iconium 
or Cogni who difputed his paffage, and having, in 
fpite of all the efforts of the Mahometans, made his 
way into Cilicia, fell fick and died in that province, 
upon bathing in the river Cydnus, as fome hidorians 
relate ; though others pretend he was drowned in it. 
The military -orders, and particularly that of the hof- 
pitallefs, loll in Frederic a powerful proteCtor, that 
during the whole courfe of his reign had difpenfed his 
benefactions and favours with great bounty to the or- 
der in general, as well as the particular members of 
it. 

The duke of Swabia his fon led his army on to the 
camp before Acre : but it arrived there much reduced 
and weakened by the fatigues of the road, by ficknefs 
and his own victories, which cofl him abundance of 
men, and a great many officers of diflinClion. Tim 
Germans, at their arrival in the camp, found the army 
of the befiegers in no better a condition ; the continu- 
al Tallies of the infidels had much weakened it. The 
hiftorian of this fieee, who has left us a relation of it 
0.3 in, 
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in verfe, tells 4 us a paflage of the knights of St. John, 
who feeing the Turks in a fally take a great number 
of prifoners, thefe brave warriors, fays he, like a bear 
a going to be robbed of her whelps, got off their hor- 
fes, flew into the midfl of the enemies battalions, cut 
part of them in pieces, refcued the prifoners, and then 
mounting on horfeback again, purfued the infldels to 
the walls of the city. But if the Turks were worded 
on this oceaflon, the change of air, the difficulty of be- 
ing fupplied with provifions, the continual combats 
they were engaged in, and the ficknefs that reigned, 
colt the Chriftians at lead as many men, and particu- 
larly thofe of the weft. 

To make the misfortune ftill greater, the wounded 
foldiers of the Germans, 'whefe language was not un- 
derflood, laboured under great difficulties, not being a- 
ble, in fo melancholy a fltuation, to make either their 
ails or their wants known. Some German gentle- 
men of the towns of Bremen and Lubeck, that arrived 
by fea, moved with the mifery of their countrymen, 
took the fails of their fhip, and made a large tent in 
which they put immediately the wounded of their ac- 
quaintance, and attended them with great charity. b For- 
ty* perfons of Quality of the fame nation joined them- 
felves to them, and formed a fort of hofpital in the 
camp. This noble and charitable fociety, like the 
knights of St. Johnand the templars, became infenflbly 
a new hofpital and military order. 

Pope Celeftine III. at the requell of the emperor 
Henry VI. confirmed it afterwards in an authentick 

manner 


4 Hofpitales milites ab equis defeendunt, 

Uc urfa pro filiis, cum Turcis contendunt, 

Turci no drum aggerem per vim bis confccndunt, 

Hcs Aigittis fauciant, hos igne fuccendunt, 
lie hofpitalarii equos aicende.unf, 

Et Tuiccs a latere marls invaferunt, 

Quos ad urbis ma-nia per vim reduxerunt, 

Lt cx his in fovcis multos occiderunt. 

Monachi Florencini, Jconenfis epifeopi, de rccuperata Ptolimaide. 

h Petri deDasburg, facerdotis erdinis Tcutonici, Chronic, Pruf- 
*•=• p. 13. 
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manner by his bull of February 23d, 1 192. He pre- 
ferred thefe new knights for their rule, that of St. 
Auguftine, and for their particular ftatutes, he ap- 
pointed them thofe of the hofpitailers of St. John, in 
what regarded the fervice of the poor and fick, and 
the ftatutes of the templars, in what related to 
military difeipiine. This new order, which was con- 
fined entirely to the German nation, was called the 
order of the teutonick knights of the houfe of St. Ma- 
ry of Jerufaiem. 

This name was given them, becaufe in the time 
that Jerufaiem was in the hands of the Latin Chrifti- 
ans, a German had, at his own expence, built an 
hofpital and an oratory, dedicated to the holy virgin, 
for the fick of that nation. The habit of thefe new 
knights was a white mantle, charged with a black 
crofs. They were obliged to the fame three folemn 
vows with the hofpitailers of St. John and the tem- 
plars. Before they took the habit, they were to (wear, 
that they were Germans of noble birth and extracti- 
on, and bind themfelves for their whole life to the 
fervice of the poor and fick, and the defence of the 
holy places. 

This laft part of their inflitution was common to 
all the three military orders, who were always the 
generous defenders of the Holy Land. Cardinal de 
Vitri, a contemporary hiftorian, and even an eye- 
witnefs, fpeaking of the founding of thefe three 
orders, and applying to them what is faid in the 
book of Ecclefiaftes, that a threefold cord is not 
quickly broken, adds to the teftimony he had given 
in behalf of the two firfl orders, that it pleafed di- 
vine providence to raife up a third, which was not 
lefs ferviceable to the prefervation of the Holy Land. 
In fa£t, it may be faid, that thefe three bodies were 
the principal ftrength of the army, as well for going 
out on detatchments, as in repelling the fallies of the 
garrifon : but as they were not duly feconded by thofe 
of the crufade, who were divided among themfelves, 
and as there were no chiefs with full command in the 

army, 


1 8 S llijlory of the Knights of Malta. 

army, nor any regular difcipline obferved, the fiege* 
advanced but llowly, and was even fufpended in a 
manner by the differences that arofe between Guy de 
Lufignan and young Conrad, in which the lords of 
the crufade embarked, every one according to his in- 
tereft or inclination. 

It was near two years that the fiege of Acre had 
gone heavily on, and been fpun out to a. tedious 
length, when Philip II. king of France, who had 
been detained till then at Melfina, by fome new dif- 
putes with the king of England, who would not mar- 
ry his filler as he had engaged to do, parted abruptly 
from thence, and appeared at laftofrSt. Johnd'Acre, 
with a numerous fleet. This new reinforcement, and 
the pre fence of the prince who commanded it, put 
new life, as we may fay, into the whole army, com- 
pofed as it was of different nations, whom their man- 
ners, language and interefts, had divided. The fiege 
now was carried on in another manner ; the foldier^, 
as well as the officers, fought to fignalize themfelves 
before the eyes of fo great a king. That prince or- 
dered engines to be made, which demolifhed a pan- 
nel cf the wall, and made a large breach : the whole 
army cried out with eagernefs to be led to the aflault. 
Philip, who every day expected the king of England, 
with whom he had taken the crofs, would needs de- 
fer an enterprise, the fuccefs and glory of which were 
certain, in order to fharc them with his ally. But 
thefe confiderations, generous to excefs, made the 
Chriilian army relapfe into a ftate of inactivity ; and 
the infidels making their ufe of it raifed new fortifica- 
tions within the place, which was in a polture of de- 
fence, at the king of England’s arrival. 

That prince was Richard I. who had lately fuc- 
cceded his father, king Henry II. Queen Eleanor his 
mother had brought to him as far as Meflina, Beren- 
gara infanta of Navarre, whom he was to marry.This 
princefs and Jean of England, the kind’s After, and 
widow' of William II. king of Sicily, having exprefted 
their defire of making the voyage of the eaft, Richard 

divided 
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divided his fleet into two fquadrons, and put the two 
princefTes on board that which led the van. Both the 
fquadrons met with a violent ftorm in the Archipela- 
go. The king of England made the ifle of Rhodes, 
and the fquadron of the two princefTes came to an an- 
chor on Good Friday, in fight of LimifTo in Cyprus ; 
feveral veflels that ran aground near that place were 
beat in pieces by the temped. The fovereign, or ra- 
ther the tyrant of the ifland, was by his mother’s fide 
of the imperial houfe of the Comneni : the emperor 
Emanuel had made him governor of the ifland of 
Cyprus ; but this governour revolted, ailumed the title 
of emperor, and, under the weak reign of Ifaac An- 
gelus, continued abfolute mailer of the ifle. He was 
by accident upon the coail when the princefTes fqadron 
appeared off it. That prince, perfidious and cruel in 
his nature, ordered the Englifh fhips that had run a- 
ground to be pillaged, and the foldiers and feamen 
that fell into his hands, to be laid in irons. He was 
even inhumane enough to refufe letting the fhip in 
which the two princefTes were on board, come into his 
ports during the florm. But the fair weather that fol- 
lowed, allowing the two Englifh fquadrons to join, 
Richard being refufed the fatisfaftion he demanded 
for fo barbarous a proceeding, forced his way on 
fhore, feized on LimifTo, cut in pieces the Greek 
prince’s troops, purfued him without refling from 
place to place, took him prifoner at laft, with the 
princefs of Cyprus, his only daughter, and made 
himfelf maker of the whole ifland, reaping as much 
fatisfaftion from the vengeance he took on the out- 
rage offered the two princefTes as from the conquefl 
of a kingdom. Richard, after fo glorious an ex- 
pedition, which had cofl him lefs time than a mere 
journey of pleafure, and before he left Cyprus, efp'ouf- 
ed the princefs of Navarre. He fct fail afterwards with 
his prifoner, whom he carried after him in irons, as 
a trophy of his viflory: the miferable prince defired 
to be treated with more moderation, and put him in 
mind of his birth and dignity. The king of England, 

who 
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who defpifed him, ordered, with a frnile, that he 
fhould be put in chains of diver ; and the Greek 
prince, who was as vain as he was cowardly, thought 
himfelf much relieved, and fancied them to be lefs 
w eighty, becaufe they were different from thofe of the 
other prifoners. Richard arrived at the Chridian camp, 
put him into the hands of the knights of St. John, 
who fent him to be kept in their fortrefs ofMargat ; 
and the two princeffes, at the king of England’s in- 
dance, kept the princefs of Cyprus w ith them, w ho 
w’as fufpetted of having in her tern put chains of ano- 
ther nature on her conqueror. 

As the idle of Cyprus was too remote from England 
to be annexed to that monarchy, Richard fold it to 
the templars, for the fum of three hundred thoufand 
livres. Thofe military friars took podeifion of it, and, 
to fecurc their authority, threw a confiderable body 
of their troops into it. But the harfhnefs of their go- 
vernment, and the haughty ways of thefe templars, 
alienated the minds of their new fubjeCh. Befides, the 
Cypriots, who followed the Greek rites, could not 
bring themfelves to obey thofe Latin monks. This was 
the fource, or at lead the pretext of well nigh conti- 
nual war between the great men of that kingdom and 
the templars, who were obliged at lad to abandon the 
idand, and deliver it back to the king of England, as 
we fhall obferve hereafter. 

That prince arrived at the Chridian camp on June 
8th, A. D. 1 1 91. I fhall not enter into the detail of 
all that patted in this famous fiege. The two kings 
diftinguifhed themfelves in it by an extraordinary va- 
lour ; Richard cfpecially, by a daring refolution, 
w'hich carried him always into places of the greatefl 
dangers, from w'hence he ever came off victorious. 
But there was a certain ficrcenefs in his manner, that 
made him lefs agreeable. Saladine was noways be- 
hind him in point of courage ; he had all the bravery 
and intrepidity of the foldier, with all the skill of the 
officer, and was every day making new enterprizes a- 
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^ainft the Chriftians. The knights of the three orders 
exerted themfelves in all places ; the templars, on one. 
of thefe occafions, loft their grand maker, and the 
hofpitaliers of St. John, many of their knights ; and 
the order would have been foon cut off in thefe conti- 
nual combats, if the crufadcs, which from time to 
time arrived from Europe, had not fupplied it with 
new recruits. A great number of young gentlemen, 
charmed with the extraordinary valour of the hofpital- 
iers, took the crofs, at their arrival from the weft, 
preferring at the fame time the crofs of the hofpitaliers 
before that of the templars, who feemed more proud 
and haughty than was fuitable to the chara&er of a re • 
ligious fociety. All the world was for ftghting under 
the banner of St. John ; and thofe who did fo, were 
as fo many pupils and candidates, out of whom fuch 
were afterwards chofen for the religious profeflion, as 
gave the beft proofs of their being ftneerely called to 
it, and had diftinguilhed themfelves as much by their 
piety as their valour ; two qualities, which it were to 
be wilhed the order would have as much regard to in 
the admiftion of knights at this time, as they have to 
the noblenefs of their extraction. 

We have oblcrved, that the infidels, making their 
advantage of the leifure the king of France had allow- 
ed them, out of a compliment to his ally of England, 
had fortified the place anew, fo that it was no longer 
liable to be carried by ftorm. They were forced to 
begin their attacks again, which coft them abundance 
of men : a dyfentcry too, which raged among the 
weftern troops, occafioned by their excefiive eating of 
fruit, carried off a great number of foldiers. 

The jealoufy between the French and the Englifh 
began to breakout; and, to make the misfortune ftill 
worfe, the old divifions between Guy de Lufignrtn and 
Conrad ofMontferrat were revived. The king of 
France declared for the latter ; the king of England 
for Lufignan ; the princes and nobility, after tlieir ex- 
ample, divided into parties ; and as there was always 
a fecret emulation fubfifting between the two military 

orders. 
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orders, the hofpitallers declaring themfelves in favour 
of the king of Jerufalem, was a lufficient reafon to en- 
gage the templars to quit his party, and embrace that 
of the prince of Tyre. 

So general a rnilunderflanding making them lefs 
concerned about the fucccfs of the fiege, the bifhops 
that were in the camp omitted nothing to conciliate 
thefe fatal divifions. Several conferences were held 
on this fubjeft; at lafl it was agreed, that Lufignan 
fhould keep the title of king of Jerufalem during his 
life, but that the prince of Tyre fhould be acknow- 
ledged in right of his wife indefeafible heir of the 
crown. The two pretenders confented to thefe con- 
ditions; but Conrad reaped no advantage from this a- 
yreement. That prince having refufed to do the feig- 
nior of the mountain juilice, in relation to a fliip that 
the Tyrians had taken from him, was afterwards flab- 
bed by two afTaflins, who, in the midfl of the moft 
horrible tortures, and whilfl they flayed them alive, 
gloried in their hashing executed the barbarous or- 
ders of their cruel mailer. ' * 

Peace being thus reflored in the army, they re- 
fumed the care of the fiege with new vigour. The at- 
tacks were in a manner continual, and the two kings, 
out of a noble emulation, pufhed the work fo briskly 
on their refpe&ive fides, that there was foon a fuffici- 
ent breach to mount and give the aflault. The infi- 
dels, after an incredible refinance, feeing the out- 
works of the place taken, their towers ruined, a con- 
ftderablc breach made, and the braveil knights of the 
Chrillian army ready to mount it, demanded a capi- 
tulation. Hoflagcs were given on both fides ; the 
town was furrendered, the garrifon, confifling of five 
thoufand men, with the governor, yielded themfelves 
prifoners, on condition of being releafed upon their 
caufing the true crofs, and the Chriflian flavcs that 
were in Saladine’s hands to be reflored, or otherways, 
of being left to the diferetion of the conquer- 
XI 9 lm or. The Chriflians took pofleflion of Acre 
on July 13th, and made it a r cerv>ards their place of 

arms. 
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rms. They affigned different quarters for the feveral 
bodies and nations that had contributed to reduce it, 
and were able to defend and maintain it ; the hofpi- 
tallers of St. John transferred thither their principal 
refidence, which, fince the lofs of Jerufalem, had been 
fettled at Margat. ’Tvvas in Acre that their 
grand mailer Ermengard, in the year follow- 1192. 
ing, ended an illuftrious life, which he had 
expofed fo often againll the infidels, and in defence 
of the Chrillians. 

The hofpitallers, in a full chapter, chofe brother 
Godfrey de Duiffon, an old knight, 
for his fucceffor. It was none of this Godfrey de 
new grand mafter’s fault, that the tak- Duisson. 
ing of Acre was not followed with the 1192. 

conquell of Jerufalem, the main de- 
fign of the crufade ; but jealoufy of Hate, diverfity of 
interefls, emulation and animofity, raifed fuch divifi- 
ons among thefe different nations, that all the effect 
of this mighty armament was the taking of a fingle 
place. The crufade being compofed chiefly of volun- 
teers, they quitted the army, and filed off by degrees, 
after a fiege that had lalled near three years. Philip 
king of France was obliged to leave Palelline, and 
change the air, as the only remedy to recover him 
out of a violent dillemper, which was not without fu- 
fpicion of poifon, and made his hair and nails fall off. 
But at his going away, he left in the Chriflian army, 
a body of five hundred men of arms, and ten thouf- 
and foot, under the command of the duke of Burgun- 
dy. The principal chiefs of different nations were go- 
ing off from time to time, abandoning the Holy Land 
for a prey to the infidels. Richard king of England, 
before his departure, took Jaffa and Afcalon, and 
made afterwards a truce with the Barbarians for three 
years, three months, and three weeks ; and, if we 
may believe the hiflorians of that age, they added, fcr 
greater exadlnefs, three days and three hours. It is 
laid, that Richard, before his departure, caufed Guy 
de Lufignan to marry the princefs of Cyprus, and made 

Vol. I. R over 
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over to him the fovcreignty of that ifle, which the 
templars had refigned back to him, and which the 
princes of the hout'e of Lufignan poftefTed afterwards 
for near three hundred years. Henry count of Cham- 
pagne, nephew to the king of England, and entirely 
attached to his intcrcfrs, married at the fame time Iia- 
btlla, widow of Conrad, and by that marriage obtained 
a right to the kingdom of Jerufalem, which he was 
in hopes to clear of the Sarazens. 

These hopes were raifed Hill higher by the death of 
Saladine, 'which happened at Damafcus, on March 
13th 1193. That infidel prince, one of the greateft 
captains of his age, thought, upon the retreat of the 
Chriftians, to enjoy the fruit of his victories in tri- 
umph; but death Gripped him of all at once. When he 
felt himfclf near his end, he ordered the officer that 
carried his ftandard in battle to put in its Head a piece 
of cloth defigned for his winding Iheet, and carrying 
it through the ftreets, to cry aloud, “ See here all that 
“ the great Saladine, conqueror of the eaft, carries off 
«« with him, of all his conquefts and treafures.” They 
fay, that before he expired, he diftributed confide- 
nce fums to all the poor of Damafcus, without di- 
ftinftion of Mahometan, Jew or Chriftian, whether he 
was perfuaded, that charity, or at lead bare humani- 
ty, Ihould be extended indifferently to all that are in 
mifery ; or elfe perhaps, though he had profeffed Ma- 
hemetanifm all his life, yet he might, in his laft mo- 
ments, be in doubt which of the three religions was 
the bell and true one. At the fame time, lie divided 
his dominions between his eleven fons, who, after his 
death, thought of nothing but ruining one another. 
But Safadine, the brother of Saladine, and compani- 
on of his victories, made his advantage of thefe divi- 
fions, attacked his nephews, one after another, made 
away all of them that fell 'into his hands, and railed 
at lafi an empire to himfelf, very little inferior to that 
of Saladine’s. Thefe divifions, and other civil wars 
that broke out afterwards between the children of Sa- 
ladine, gave the Latin Chriftians time to breathe. 

Pope 
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Pope Celefline IIL to Supply them with fuccours, 
publifhed a new crufade, contrary to the truce con- 
cluded by the king of England, which was Hill Hub- 
filling ; and it is even faid, that they received an ex- 
prefs order from the pope, not to pay any regard to 
it. A great number of German barons put on the 
crofs, came to Meflina, and from thence pailed into 
the Holy Land. Waleran, brother to the duke of 
Limburgh, having broke the truce by fome hiflolities. 
Salad ine, provoked at this infra&ion, laid fiege to 
Jaffa, carried it by florin, and put above twenty 
thoufand Chrillians to the fword. The Chriflians in 
Palefline feemed to be on the brink of ruin, if a ci- 
vil war between the infidels had not afterwards oblig- 
ed Safadine to renew the truce for fix years. The 
count of Campagnc, after this treaty, returned to A- 
cre, where looking out of a window upon the troops 
as they paffed in review, the bar that he leaned 
on failing, he fell into the caflle ditch, and was kil- 
led. 

The grand mafler of the hofpitallers, confidering 
that fo fmall a Hate as the kingdom of Jerusalem, en- 
compaffcd as it was with formidable enemies, could 
never fupport itfelf without a king, propofed, fome 
time after that prince’s death, to the queen his widow, 
to marry Amaury de Lufignan, who had jufl before, 
upon the death of Guy his brother, fucceeded to the 
crown of Cyprus. He reprefented to her, that her 
Hate being furrounded with powerful enemies, fhe 
might draw considerable fuccours from that ifle in the 
the neighbourhood of PaleHine, and befides, Cyprus 
might ferve her for an honourable retreat, if by mif- 
fortune the infidels fhould compleat the conquefl of 
her own territories. The queen readily approved a 
propofition, in which fhe found at the fame time her 
own intereH and that of the Hate. The grand mafler 
undertook the negotiation, and managed it with fuch 
condud, that, without expofing the queen, he brought 
the king ofCyprus to court] her alliance. Nothing more 
was wanting to put the finishing hand to this great af- 
R 2 fair 
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fair but his prefence. He was by no means at a fofs 
for pretences to go to Acre; he faw the queen ; was 
well received by her; and after they had, for form fake, 
communicated their defign to the grandees of the kate, 
they were married by the patriarch, and afterwards 
folemnly proclaimed king and queen of Jcrufalem and 
Cyprus. 

Humphrey de Thoron, this princefs’s firk huf* 
band, could not, without uneafinefs, fee her difpofe 
lucceffively of her perfon and crown to fo many prin- 
ces, who perhaps had lefs right to them than he. But 
as right, without power to fuppoit it, is little regarded 
in the cafe of fovereigns, this unfortunate lord found 
no body concerned at his misfortune : he was forced, 
tor his own fafety, to fay nothing of his prctenfions, 
» nd, like a divinity without a temple, he remained 
without any worffiip or adorers. 

The grand maker, who had afted fo great a part 
in the queen’s lait marriage, did not long furvive the 
rejoicings which attended that ceremony; he 
1 1 94. died almoit at the fame time ; and we have 
fcarce any account left us of his government. 
The ignorance, in which people of quality were 
brought up at that time, has deprived us of the know- 
ledge of a great number offa&s, that might have em- 
bellifhed this hikory; but in thofe firk ages of the or- 
der, the knights made much more ufe of their fword 
than their pen ; I can’t fay indeed whether molt of 
them could read. This at leak is certain, that either 
for want of capacity or out of modeky, we have not 
one knight for above four hundred years, that has 
vouchafed to give us an account of fo many remark- 
able events, as are with difficulty traced out in nati- 
onal hikories, and collections of treaties and public 
inltruments. 
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BOOK III. 

I T is hard to fay, whether it be the great didance 
of the times, or the negligence of the drdhido- 
rians, that we are to charge with our ignorance 
of the houfe and extraction of the drd grand maders, 
and particularly of the fucceffor of Dui/Ton. This fuc- 
ceflor, in the ancient chronicles, is cal- 
led brother Alphonfus of Portugal. The Alphonsus 
common oppinion is, that he was de- of Portu- 
fcended from the princes of that nation ; gal. 
but they do not tell us what branch he 1 194. 
came of ; only they agree, that it was of 
an illegitimate line. Some modern authors pretend 
that his name was Peter, and that he was fon to Al- 
ponfus I. king of Portugal. However this be, allwrit- 
& 3 ers 
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ers that have mentioned him, reprefent him as a per- 
fon of diftinguifhed valour and piety, equally exaCt in 
the regular and military discipline, a Scrupulous ob- 
server of the ftatutes, but naturally proud and haugh- 
ty ; and it foon appeared, after his promotion to the 
grand mafterfhip, that the orders he gave in relation 
to the government of the Society, had a tin&ure of 
his own rough difpofition. 

Scarce was he acknowledged as grand mailer, 
when having his mind filled with notions of a perfec- 
tion hardly practicable among warriors, and out of a 
view of reforming the abufes that had crept into it, 
he called a general chapter in the town of Margat, 
whither the order had, after the lofs of Jerufalem, 
transferred its refidence. To cover his main defign 
the better, he Set himfelf at firft only to reCtify a cer- 
tain abufe which often confounded the Secular gentry 
with the profefled knights. Thofe gentlemen, upon 
their return into the weft, and in their provinces, af- 
fected to wear the crofs of St. John of Jerufalem. To 
underftand rightly this particular fadt, it muft be ob- 
ferved, that Such gentlemen as engaged themfelves in 
the crufades or in pilgrimages, when they arrived in 
Paleftine, Served as volunteers under the banner of 
the order. There were fome likeways that Sent their 
children young into Paleftine, to be bred up in the 
houfe of Sr. John, under the discipline of the knights, 
as the beft School to form them in the art of war. 

Both the one and the other, as long as they ftaid 
in the Holy Land, and fought under the ftandard of 
the order, were allowed to wear the crofs ; but they, 
abuflng this indulgence, on their return into Europe, 
fo as to found a claim of right upon it, the grand ma- 
iler, to prevent their being confounded with the pro- 
fefled knights, procured a ftatute to be puffed in the 
chapter, that they ihould be confldered only as auxi • 
liary troops, and not be allowed to wear the crofs, 
but only when they were fighting againft the infidels 
under the banner of the order. 


From 
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From this particular article of reformation, the 
grand mailer proceeded to others that concerned chief- 
ly the knights profeiTed ; and to get them received the 
more eafily, he began with his own houfe and equi- 
page, which he reduced to a major-domo, a chaplain, 
two knights, three efquires, a turcopolier and a page. 
To each of the feveral officers of his houfhold, he left 
only one horfe to carry them. With regard to his 
perfon, he referved only two led horfes and a mule, 
an equipage indeed exceeding modeil, but not very 
fuitable to the governor of a great military order, 
who was every day at the head of an army. 

From this particular regulation he affiumed a right 
of reforming all the knights in general ; after upbraid- 
ing them with what he called their luxury and effe- 
minacy, he propofed feveral regulations ; their diet, 
habit and equipages, all paffed under a fevere exami- 
nation, and a rigid reform. It can’t be denied, but 
the grand mailer’s intentions were very good ; his de- 
fign was to revive the difeipline ellablilhed by Rai- 
mond Dupuy, which had been much relaxed fince 
that time. It is reported, that hearing fome mutter- 
ings in the affembly, he asked them, if they were 
more nice than their predeceffors, and if they had not 
made the fame vows in the moll folemn manner be- 
fore the altar ? In vain did they reprefent to him the 
difference of the times, and that the way of life which 
he propofed was incompatible with the duties of a 
continual war, and with the obligation they were un- 
der, fince the lofs of Jerufalem, of being every day 
either on horfeback or in the trenches. This only 
ferved to make him raife his voice, and tell them, 
with a tone and air of arbritary command, I will be 
obeyed, and 111 hear no reply. The whole affembly 
at thefe words broke out into loud complaints, and an 
old knight told him the chapter was not ufed to hear 
their fuperiors fpeak as fovereigns. 

Passion and animofity foon entered into thefe 
warm difputes, which were carried on fo far, that the 
knights by concert, with an obllinacy not to be jufli- 

f.ed. 
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fied, refufed to obferve the regulations he propofed. 
The grand ’matter on his fide, though only defcended 
from a royal houfe by a by-blow, yet to prove as it 
were his legitimacy, afte&ed all the hate and haugh- 
tinefs of the throne. Neither fide caring to make any 
•abatement, it came at laft to an open revolt. The or- 
der fell into a fort of anarchy ; and the grand matter, 
finding he was to expeft no more obedience from his 
knights, abdicated his dignity, and retired to Portu- 
gal. He was yet more unhappy there, and died at 
laft in die civil wars that he engaged in. This we 
learn from feveral hittorians, though they are not a- 
greed, either as to his own name, or that of the prince 
from whom he derived his being. • 

The order, after his abdication, chofe for his fuc- 
ceffor brother Geottory le Rat, of the 
Geoffroy language of France, a venerable old 
le Rat. man, good natured, courteous, and no 
way forward ; qualities which recom- 
mended him to the fufFrages of his brother knights. 
There happened almoft at the fame time a new revo- 
lution, in the principality of the letter Armenia, the 
confequences of which he prevented by his good con- 
duct and management. We have obferved, that two 
brothers, the moft conttderable of the nobility of that 
nation, the one called Rupin of the mountain, and 
the younger Livron or Leon, had, after the death of 
the renegado Melier, feized that little kingdom. Bo- 
hemund III. prince of Antioch, and now count of 
Tripoli, puttied on by a boundlefs ambition, and in 
hopes of enlarging his own dominions at the expence 
of his neighbours, had prevailed with the prince of 
Armenia to come to Antioch, under pretence of a con- 
ference, and to enter into meafures with him againtt 
the infidels, their common enemies, and had caufed 
him to be arretted there. Livron fome time after 
turned his own artifice againtt him ; and, under pre- 
tence of treating for his brother’s liberty, came to the 
rendezvous better attended than Bohemund, cut his 
retinue and convoy in pieces, took and carried him to 

a ttrong 
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a ftrong place, where he kept him prifoner, and 
would not at firft hearken to any negotiation of peace. 

Each nation took arms in favour of their prince. 
The infidels, their neighbours, would not have failed 
making their advantage of a war fo prejudicial to the 
Chriftians \ but the patriarch and grand maker, who 
faw the fatal confequences of this difference, interpof- 
ed to make it up. Livron would not at firft hearken 
to any propofal, either becaufe governing the king- 
dom during his brother’s captivity, lie did not care 
to part with the fovereign authority, or perhaps, as 
the event fhewed, becaufe he defigned to draw great- 
er advantages from the treaty. However it was, he 
would not confent to the exchanging of the two pri- 
foners, but upon condition that the principality of 
Antioch fhould for the future hold of that of Arme- 
nia, and that, as the pledge of a fincere reconciliation 
between the two houfes, the eldeft fon of the prince 
of Antioch fhould, before his father was fet at liberty, 
marry Alice, the only daughter of Rupin, and that 
the iftue of that marriage fhould be declared, after 
their father, prefumptive heirs of the principality cf 
Antioch, but without any pretenfions to that of Ar- 
menia, till after the death of Livron himfelf. Hard 
as thefe conditions were, Bohemund, impatient of re- 
covering his liberty, ratified them all, and, after a 
confummation of the marriage, the two captive princes 
were releafed. He of Antioch returning into his own 
territories, to make provifion for prince Pvaimond his 
fecond fon, gave him the county of Tripoli ; and after 
the death of his eldeft, in prejudice of the children 
which that young prince had left of his marriage with 
the princefs of Armenia, he refolved likeways to have 
him acknowledged for his fuccefior in the principality, 
which occafioned great difputes, as we fhall hereafter 
fhew. 

In virtue of the truce which was kill fubfifting with 
Safadine, and the other fucceffors of Saladine ; the 
Chriftians of Paleftine, and the two military orders, 
which were all the defence they had, enjoyed a little 
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reft: both of them owed this tranfient quiet to a dread- 
ful famine which then nfRiCted Egypt. That 
n 96. great kingdom, as is well known, owes all its 
fertility to the regular inundations of the Nile, 
which, fpreading its waters over the furface of the 
earth, leaves behind it a dime mixt with nitre, that 
fattens the ground, and produces plenty in all the 
provinces through which it flows. This inundation 
had failed the former year, as wc learn from a letter 
of the grand mafter of the hofpitallers to the prior of 
England of the fame order. We fee there, that the 
miferable Egyptians were reduced to the extremity of 
browzing like bcafts on grafs, that fathers were not 
afhamed to fell their children for a livelihood, and 
that all Egypt was like a large charnel-houfe, but with 
this difference, that the dead lay there expofed with- 
out burial, and ferved for food to ravenous animals. 

Palestine, adjoining to Egypt, and fuppliedfrom 
thence with moft of its corn, iuffered by this general 
famine ; ’tis the fubjeCt of the grand mailer’s letter to 
the prior of England. He adds, that the Italian war, 
occafioned by the rebellion of the towns of Lombar- 
dy againft the emperor, was another fcourge that af- 
flicted the order ; and the grand priory of Barlctto 
in the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, from whence 
the order and convent ufed to receive confiderable fup- 
plies, particularly in corn, furnifhed them almoft no- 
thing, by reafon of the wars between the popes and 
emperors. “ We are forced, adds the grand mafter, 
“ to buy every thing at an exorbitant price, as well 
“ for the fubfiftence of our knights, as for the troops 
“ which are in the pay of the order, which has oblig- 
“ ed us to contract confiderable debts, greater than 
“ we can pay, without the fupply we expeCl from 
“ our brethren of the weft.” He concludes with ex- 
horting them to folicit the king of England to fend 
troops into the eaft, while the Egyptians were ftill la- 
bouring under the miferies of that calamitous ftate to 
which they were reduced, and at fo favourable a junc- 
ture as the conclufion of the truce, now juft ready to 

expire, 
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expire, when they might hope, if an army fhould 
arrive from Europe, to make a fecond conquett o the 
Holy Land, and re-enter glorioufly into Jerufalem. 

I do not pretend to determine, whether the expence 
the order of St.John was at in maintaining conttantly 
a ftanding body of troops, or a fpirit of interett, 
which is but too ordinary in communities, induced the 
grand matter to deliver himfelf in this language : but 
certain it is, that James de Vitri, then biffiop of Acre, 
and afterwards cardinal, a contemporary hittorian, 
that lived himfelf upon the fpot, affirms *, that in his 
time the hofpitallers and templars were as powerful 
as fovereign princes ; that they poffeffed principalities, 
cities, towns and villages, both in Alia and Europe, 
and that in provinces which lay at a diftance from 
Palettine, and the head feat of the order, they had 
their procurators, knights who were ttyled praeceptors, 
and were very diligent in improving their ettates, the 
revenue of which they remitted afterwards to the trea- 
fury of each order. 

If we may believe Matthew Paris, another con- 
temporary hittorian, the hofpitallers were at that time 
in pottettion, within the bounds of Chriftendom, of no 
lefs than nineteen thoufand manors*, a term which 
the glottaries explain differently, with regard to the 
different countries wherein they are fituated ; but, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, by the term manor or manfe, is 
meant as much land as a plough with two oxen can 

till 

a Amplis autem pofleflionibus tam citra marc quam ultra ditati 
funt in immenfum, villas, civitates, et oppida exemplo fratrum 
hofpitalii Sandti Joannis poflidentes, ex quibus certam pecuniae 
fummam pro defenfione Terrae Sanftae, fummo eorum magiftro, 
cujus fedes principalis erat in Jerufalem, mittunt annuatim : pari 
modo fummo et principali magiftrohofpitalis Sanfti Joannis, pro- 
curatores domorum, quos praeceptores nominant, certam pecuniae 
fummam fingulis annis tranfmittunt. Jac. de Vitriaco hift. Heir, 
p. 10S4. 

b Habent infuper templarii in chriftlanitate novem millia ma- 
neriorum ; hofpitalarii vero novem decern, praeter emolumenta et 
varios proventus, ex fraternitatibus et praedicatioribus provcnien- 
tes, et per privilegia fua accrefcentes, Matt. Paris ad ann. 1:44 
in Kenr, IU. k 2 p. 6 ij. 
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dll in a day. And the fame Englifh hiftorian inform? 
us, that at fame time only nine thoufand manors be- 
longed to the templars ; hence arofe that fecret jealoufy 
between the two orders, which flamed out afterwards, 
and put them on every flight pretence upon taking 
arms, and making open war upon one another. 

There was at that time in Paleftine a gentleman, 
named Robert de Margat, who, as a vaflal of the 
hofpitallers, was in quiet pofleflion of a caftle feated 
near tiiat of Margat, and holding of it. The templars, 
under colour of i’ome old pretenfions, furprized the 
place, and made themfelves maflers of it by open 
force. This gentleman, thus driven out of his home 
with all his family, complained to the hofpitallers his 
lords, who, after the lofs of Jerufalem, refided, as we 
have already obferved, at Margat. Thefe knights, 
tranfported with courage, and milled by a falfe nicety 
of honour, fally out immediately with a body of troops, 
clap ladders to the caltle, fcale the wall fword in 
hand, carry the place, and drive out the templars 
in their turn. This private affair foon turned to a ge- 
neral quarrel between the two orders, and the hofpi- 
tallers were never met afterwards without being at- 
tacked. Their friends too interefted themfelves in the 
quarrel, and moft of the Latins were divided. A ci- 
vil war was kindling infenfibly in a Hate where there 
was no fovereign of authority fufficient to reprefs the 
enterprizes of two parties fo powerful and fo exafpe- 
rated. The patriarch and the Latin bilhops were the 
only perfons that interpofed to put an end to diflenfi- 
ons, of which the infidels would not fail to make 
their advantage. Out of regard to them, the two or- 
ders agreed to a fufpenfion of arms, and referred, as 
moll Chriftians princes did at that time, the decilion 
of their differences to the pope. 

Cardinal Lothair, of the houfe of the counts of 

Segni, fcarce thirty feven years of age, had juft 
1 198. fucceeded pope Celeftine III. in the chair of St. 

Peter. He was a prelate of irreproachable life 
and converfation, learned for the time he lived in, a 

great 
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great lawier, but unluckily too much prepoffefTed in 
favour of the falfe decretals, which he made the rule 
of his conduct, though all of them fpurious writings, 
afcribed to the popes of the three firfl centuries, and 
forged in the middle of the ninth by a notorious falfi- 
her called Ifidore, who, by publifhmg thefe fuppofiti- 
tious ads, gave a terrible blow to the ancient dilcipline 
of the church, particularly in the point of ecclefiaftical 
jurisdiction, and the rights of bilhops. And though 
thefe falfe decretals are now a-days as much cried 
down as they deferve to be, and the molt zealous par- 
tifans of the court of Rome are forced to give them up; 
yet all that they do, is to difparage the author, with- 
out troubling themfelves to repair the mifchief that he 
did in fome ages of ignorance. Innocent was very 
well qualified to remedy this diforder, had he been 
but mafter of as much critical learning and penetrati- 
on, as he had zeal and palfion for the adminiflration 
of juftice. 

Tw a s before this fovereign pontiff that the affair 
of the two military orders was brought. The hofpi- 
tallers on that occafion deputed to Rome brother 
d’lfigni prior of Earletto, and brother Auger precep- 
tor of another brufe in Italy, The templars lent thi- 
ther on their part brother Peter deVilleplane, and bro- 
ther Thierry. Innocent having examined into the 
pretenfions of both fides, ordered, by a preliminary 
fentence, before he would pronounce upon the merits 
of the caufe, that the hofpitalJers fhould deliver back 
to the templars the caftle they had taken from them ; 
and that after the templars had refided there quietly for 
the fpace of a month, the gentleman who was the for- 
mer proprietor of the caflle fhould have liberty to e re 
them before the judges at Margat, to produce their 
title, and the evidence of their chi ; but that the 
hofpitalkrs, to avoid all fufpicion of partiality m their 
own magi {bates and judges, fhould on this occafion 
have recoi rfe to thofe of the principality of Antioch, 
or the county of Tripoli; that the order of St. John 
fhould make choice of perfons of inteor’tv *' 
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this choice notwithftanding, the templars fhould be 
allowed to except againft, and challenge any of thefe 
foreign magiftrates that they fufpetted ; but withal, if 
they refufed to fubmit to the verdift which lhould be 
afterwards brought in, the hofpitalkrs fhould be im- 
powered to put their vafTal again in poflefiion of his 
caftle. 

We have a letter of this pope to the grand mafler 
and the whole order of the hofpitalkrs, wherein he 
reprefents to them, w ith much force and perfuafive- 
nefs, how unfuitable their proceeding and that of the 
Umplars was to the character of religious, if, fays In- 
nocent, we may give the name o-~ religious to men, 
who are for deciding their right* by force and me- 
thods of violence. He adds', that though he knew 
well enough in the main, what party had right and 
juftice on its fide, yet he had chofen rather to make 
up the affair by an amicable compofition, which the 
deputies of the two orders had agreed to in his pre- 
fence, than to pronounce a rigorous judgment, which 
would have fixed a flurupon the pary whickhad done 
the wro r g. He goes on exhorting them both to main- 
tain unity and peace with one another, and at the fame 
time enjoins them, in virtue of their »holy obedience, 
and on pain of excomunication, to determine the dif- 
ferences that fhould ft art up between them, in the 
manner directed by the rules which pope Alexander 
III. preferibed them. Innocent concludes his letter 
with threatening fuch as fhould prove refractory with 
all the weight of his indigdation. 

Some foreign judges, according to his direction, 
took cognifance of this affair ; the pretenfions of the 
templars were declared grcundlefs ; the gentleman, 
who was vafTal to the hofpitalkrs, was again, put in- 
to pofteflion of his caftle ; peace and quietnefs were 
reftored between the two orders, at leaft in appear- 
ance, and the pope, fatisfied with their lubmiflion, 
w^ote afterwards to both, recommending to them the 
interefts of the king of Cyprus. 
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We have already taken notice, that after the death 
of Guy de Lufignan, prince Amaury his brother inhe- 
rited his crown ; and that this prince having after- 
wards married Ifabel queen of Jerufalem, fhe had pre- 
vailed with him to fix his refidence in Paleftine, in a 
ftate furrounded on all fides by the infidels. But A- 
maury having advice, that the ifle of Cyprus was 
fcarce in a quieter condition ; that the inhabitants be- 
ing of the Greek church could not bring themfelvcs to 
obey a Latin prince, and that the emperor was tam- 
pering with them underhand by his emiifaries, to gain 
them over to a re- union with the Greek empire ; this 
king of Cyprus wrote to the pope, to lay before hiVn 
the neceffity he was under of returning immediately in- 
to his ifland, to fecure his authority there. 

Innocent was afraid, left upon this prince's re- 
treat, the hoipitallers' and templars, feeing no 
longer any body above them in dignity, fhould 1 1 98. 
both pretend to the government of the ftate ; to 
prevent therefore a competition, that muft neceftarily 
have very terrible confequences, he conjured the king, 
in the moft prefting terms, net to abandon what was 
ftill left of the inheritance of Jefus Chrift for a prey 
to the infidels and barbarians. But at the fame time to, 
obviate the difturbances that might be railed in the ifle 
of Cyprus in his abfence, the pope wrote to the prince 
of Antioch, to the count of Tripoli his fon, and 
to the grand mafters of the hofpitallers and templars, 
recommending to them, to take care of the king's 
concerns, and, if neceftity fo required, to fend into 1 he 
ifland a body of forces, fufficient to maintain the royal 
authority there. “ Amaury, fays the pontiff in his 
“ letters, having been pleafed to leave his own domi- 
“ nions, and the delicious abode of the ifle of Cyprus, 
“ to dedicate himfelfto the defence of the Holy Land, 
“ it is but juft, that the Chriftian princes, his neigh- 
“ hours, fhould intereft themfelves in the preiervation 
“ of his crown.” 

Hiftory gives us no account of what thefe princes 
did upon this occafion ; nor does it appear, that the 
S 2 templars* 
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templars, who were odious to the Cypriots, and had 
been forced to give up the fovereign authority they 
-ad over them, fcnt any fuccours into the ifland. But 
we learn, from the ancient memoirs of the hofpital- 
kr^ that the king, in concert with the grand mafter, 
chofe out of them fome knights, whom he intrulled 
v/ith tiie government of that kingdom, and who paf- 
kd o ,r cr thither with a body ol troops, capable of 
preventing and crushing the ill defigns of the male- 
contents. 

t } HERE happened fhortly after, a furprizing revo- 
union in the empire, and at Conllantinople, which 
drew likcways a great number of hofpitall rs to that 
capital. I or the better unde/flanding fo extraordina- 
ry c . n .event, it mull be obferved, that the fpirit of 
cru fading, notwithftanding fuch a ferics of ill fuccefs 
as we have mentioned, ftill reigned in France. By the 
perfuafion and moving difeourfes of the minifter 
of T\cUilli, an infinite number of princes, lords 
and gentlemen, put on the crofs under the com- 
mand of the marquefs of Montferrat, an excellent ge- 
neral, and brother ^ to the prince of the fame name, 
\\ho made that noble defence again ft Saladine at the 
kege of Tyre. The difficulty was, how to get this 
new army of the crufade into the Levant. 

Experience had fhewn, that the way by land 
through the territories of the Greek and Mahometan 
princes, was equally difficult and dangerous. To a- 
void this inconvenience, the principal lords of the 
crufade fcnt deputies to Henry Dandalo, duke or doge 
of Venice, propofing to him, in confideration of a 
fum of money to be agreed on, and paid before hand, 
to furnifh (hips for tranfporting their army to St. John 
d’Acre. They entered into a negotiation upon this 
fubjeft, and agreed at laft, by a folemn treaty, that in 
confideration of eighty five thoufand merles of filvcr, 
the republick fhould be obliged to tranfport four thou- 
fand knights or efquires, and twenty thoufand foot 
into Syria, with their arms, and all neceftary provifions 
and ammunition. The Venetians acquitted themfelves 
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of all the conditions of this treaty, and furniflied even 
a much greater number of veffels and fhips than they 
were obliged to, that they might not look like mere 
paffengers in this voyage ; and to have fome fhare in 
the merit of the crufade, they fitted out, at their own 
expence, fifty galleys, with good land forces on board; 
and the doge, though fourfcore years old, and decay- 
ed in his fight, was to mount the admiral, and make 
the voyage as one of the crufade. 

There was nothing now that hindered thofe French, 
princes and noblemen from fetting fail but want of 
money; but it happens frequently, through accidents 
not to be forefeen, that it is not fo eafy to execute a 
treaty as to fign it. A great many of the French, to a- 
void paying their quota of the contribution agreed on, 
had, initead of going to Venice, embarked at Mar- 
feiiles and different ports of Italy i fo that the princes 
and noblemen who came at the head of the army to 
Venice, after felling their plate, gold chains and 
rings, could raife only fifty thoufand merks of filver ; 
and for want of the thirty five thoufand remaining, 
the treaty was in danger of breaking ofr, and this ho- 
ly defign of mifcarrying, when the zeal, magnanimity 
and ability of the* doge provided for all difficulties, 
and brought on the affair again. 

When we fee the conduct of this illufirious doge 
in the relation of Geoffrey deVillehardouin, 4 ’tis hard 
to determine which ought mofl to be admired, either 
his profound fagacity in council, or his courage and 
capacity in the conduct of an army, or his wonderful 
skill and contrivance in managing the tempers of men. 
Attentive always to the interefl of his country, and 
ftill more to his own glory, he propofed, for the ad- 
vancement of both, and in concert with the o-reat 
council of the republick, to difcharge the crufade of 
the thirty five thoufand merks remaining, upon con- 
dition, that after their imbarkation, and before they 
left the European feas, they would, by the way, afliifc 
him in reducing the town of Zara in Dalmatia, which 
S 3 was 
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was part of the old demefne of the republick, but had 
fome time before, out of a turbulent humour, revolt- 
ed to Bela king of Hungary. Part of the gentlemen 
of the crufade, and efpecially the pope's legates, with 
fome priefts and monks, put fcruples into the foldiery, 
as if it was unlawful to employ againil Chriitians the 
arms which were defigncd againil: the infidels. But as 
it was impoflible to go without the Venetian fleet, as 
the fedition and revolt of the inhabitants of Zara was 
a dangerous precedent, and moreover, as the princes of 
the crufade might be ufeful to obtain reafonable condi- 
tions for them, the doge’s propofal was accepted . They 
fet fail, and after a favourable voyage, landed 
in Dalmatia, and inveftedZara.The place did 1 202. 
not hold out long againil fo confiderable Nov. 10. 
an army ; the inhabitants opened their 
gates to their old mafters ; but this diverfion having 
fpent the feafon proper for their paflage into Paloftine, 
they were obliged to winter in Dalmatia. 

Upon the approach of fpring, the army of the cru- 
fade was preparing to re-imbark, when there arrived 
embafladors from Alexis Comnenus, whofe filler Irene 
was married to Philip duke of Suabia, and emperor 
elet of Germany. The Greek prince fent thefe de- 
puties to folicit the princes, as they had employed 
their arms in favour of the Venetians, to make the like 
enterprize for reftoring his father, the emperor Ifaac 
Angelas, to the throne of Conftar.tinople, another A- 
lexis, brother to that emperor, having deprived him of 
his crown, and keeping him fhut up in a dungeon ; a 
new incident that requires a fuller explanation. 

We have obferved in feveral places of this work, 
and it is plain from the original hillorians, that the 
ambition and treachery of mod of the Greek princes 
had trade the throne of ConHantinople a feene of the 
moll bloody tragedies. The emperor Manuel Comne- 
nus, that perfidious prince, who, in concert with the 
infidels, procured the definition of the emperor Con- 
rad the third’s army, dying after a reign of confide- 
nce length, left the empire to Ins Ion, a young 

prince 
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prince hardly thirteen years old, contracted to Anne 
or Agnes of France, daughter of Louis VII. king of 
France. But after a reign of three months, if we may 
give that name to the government of fo young a prince, 
who was himielf governed by prince Andronicus his 
uncle or goufin, the traiterous Andronicus caufed him 
to be ftrangled, and feized the empire. 

Isaac Angelus, of the fame houfe of the Comneni, 
but only by the female fide, under pretence of 
revenging the young emperor’s death, fur- 1 1 95. 
prized the tyrant, got him into his power, 
and after putting him to death, with the moft cruel 
tortures, fet up himfelf for emperor. He had reigned 
already near ten years, when his brother Alexis, whom 
he had ranfomed out of captivity among the infidels, 
formed a dangerous confpiracy againft him, feized 
hisperfon, and deprived him at once of his fight and 
crown. Young Alexis, Ifaac’s fon, made his efcape, 
and, to fecure himfelf again!! his uncle’s cruelty, took 
refuge at the court of the emperor Philip of Suabia. 
Philip, bufy in oppofing Otho of Saxony, his compe- 
titor for the empire, was not in a condition to give 
young Alexis any confiderable fuccour : but thefe two 
princes, hearing with what facility the princes of the 
crufade had reduced Zara for the Venetians, flattered 
themfelves, that it was not impoffible to engage them, 
in their behalf, to turn their arms againft the ufurper. 
With this view, whilft the Chriitian army was ftill in 
Dalmatia, young Alexis fent embaffadors to implore 
their afliftance againft a tyrant and a traitor, who had 
dethroned his own brother, and kept him loaded with 
irons, and burried as it were in a dungeon. Thefe 
motives, of fuch a nature as could not but move the 
generofity of the princes of the crufade, were fecond- 
ed by offers of confiderable fums ; and young Alexis 
promifed, after the emperor his father’s reftoration, to 
put on the crofs, and join the Chriftian army with ten 
thoufand men. 

The French and Venetian nobility, of which tha 
army was compofed, reflecting that the laft cru- 
fades of Europe had mifcarried only through I2 ° 2, 

the 
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the perfidioufnefs of the Greek princes, and that io 
long as they could not be allured of Conltantinople, 
and of the dreight which joins Europe in a manner 
with Afia, it would be almofl impracticable to tranl- 
port the chiefs of the crufade into Paledine, and main- 
tain them there, entered into a negotiation with the 
embadadors. The doge, intruded with the common 
intere&s of both nations, managed it with his ufual 
capacity, and after feveral conferences, came to an a- 
greement with the miniders of the Greek prince, 
that in cafe the princes of the crufade a reilored the 
emperor Ifaac to his throne, the father and fon fhould 
pay the Latins two hundred thoufand merks of filver 
for the charge of the war ; that young Alexis fhould 
join their army in perfon, and march with them into 
the ead; or elfe, if the intered of the emperor his fa- 
ther detained him at Condantinople, they lhould fend 
a reinforcement of ten thoufand men of their bed 
troops, with a year's pay advanced ; and that in or- 
der to fecure the conqueds which they hoped to gain 
either in Egypt or Paledine, they fhould always main- 
tain a danding body of five hundred horfe there at 
their expence. The princes, out of a religious mo-* 
tive, and to engage the pope, the primum mobile of 
the crufades, to allow of this diversion, infided like- 
ways, that the embadadors fhould oblige themfelves, 
by this treaty in their mader's name, in cafe God blef- 
fed the arms of the crufade with fuccefs, to exert their 
authority, and ufe all their endeavours to put an end 
to the fchifm, and bring the Greek church under fub- 
jeClion to that of Rome. The embadadors having no 
other refource, fubfcribed to every thing, and return- 
ed into Germany, from whence prince Alexis fet out 
immediately, and came with the utmod expedition to 
Dalmatia, and upon his arrival, ratified the treaty 
made by his embadadors with the princes of the cru- 
fade. 

These Latin adventurers, if we may give that 
ixame to the princes and noblemen that compofed this 

little 
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little army, finding their own private interefl as well 
as that of religion in this treaty, fet fail with a favour- 
able wind, and, landing in the territories of the Greek 
emperor, advanced up to the walls of Conilantinople. 
Six thoufand French, and about eight thoufand Vene- 
tians, in a foreign land, and an enemy's country, with- 
out provifions, or any other fuccour but their courage 
and their arms, undertook the fiege of the capital of 
a great empire, in which it is faid, there were not fewer 
than two hundred thoufand men armed for its defence. 
The foldiers of the crufade made feveral attacks 
both by fea and land ; all the leaders did won- 1 203. 
ders ; and particularly the illuflrious doge of 
Venice, then above eighty years of age; and though 
his fight was almoft gone, he put himfelf at the head 
of his troops, where, by his example flill more than 
by his words he animated his men, gave the proper 
orders, and commanded in the a&ion. The Greeks 
on the other hand lined the wall with archers and fol- 
diers, who, with fhowers of arrows, flones and fire 
works, repulfed the befiegers, and there was no ap- 
pearance that a handful of Latins could carry a place 
defended by an inumerable multitude of people. But 
the ufurper a , flung with remorfe of his confcisnce, 
and flill more uneafy with the fear of being delivered 
up by feme fecret enemies to the lords of the crufade, 
fled away by night in a bark with his family and trea- 
fures, and his flight made the foldiers and inhabitants 
drop their arms, and open their gates to the Latins ; 
the felf fame day a tyrant deferring his own army, ami 
become a fugitive, the lawful prince delivered out of 
prifon and re-eflablifned on the throne, and the cour- 
tiers with the principal citizens applauding a fuccefs 
which the evening before they had oppofed with all 
their forces. The fini'eare of the old emperor was to 
make prince Alexis his fon partner with him in the 
empire. This ceremony was performed on Augufl 1 . 
1 203. The chiefs of the crufade attended him after- 
wards into moil of the provinces of the empire, where 
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they eftablifhed his authority. But they were ill re- 
compcnfed for it : Alexis feeing himfelf quiet on the 
throne, put off, under various pretences, paying the 
fums he was obliged to by the treaty. His wiles were 
his ruin. The Greeks, afraid of being made fubjeft to 
the church of Rome, hated him, and the breach of 
his word rendered him odious to thofe of the crufade. 

A prince of the family of Ducas, called Murzul- 
phle, becaufe of his thick eye brows which 
1 204. met together, formed a de/ign to dethrone him : 

he got oy bale compliances, and a continual fe- 
ries of flattery, the afeendant over his mind ; he go- 
verned the empire abfolutely, and at the fame time 
that he perfuaded the prince not to comply with the 
demands of the Latins, his emiffaries gave out, that 
the emperor detained them at the gates of Conftanti- 
nople, only to force the inhabitants to acknowledge 
the pope's authority. The people hereupon mutiny, 
run to arms, and cry, that Alexis ought to be depof- 
ed. The emperor Ifaac his father, worn out with, 
years, died at that time of grief, to fee his misfor- 
tunes break out afrefh : Alexis in confufion applies to 
his benefa&ors, and conjures them to fend fome of 
theff troops into the city for his fecurity. The mar- 
quefs of Montferrat, forgetting his ingratitude, pro- 
mifed to come to his relief; and it was agreed, that one 
of the gates of the city ftiould be kept open for him the 
night following. The perfidious Murzulphle gives pri- 
vate notice of it to the mutineers; this new's encreafes 
the uproar ; the whole city take up arms, and refolve 
to elect a new emperor. Murzulphle, the filent ring- 
leader of the revolt, miftrufting the inconftancy of the 
people, to make a trial of the danger, caufed a young 
man of great birth but no intereft to be chofen empe- 
ror. His name was Nicholas Canabe. The falfe Mur- 
zulplde, feeing all the people out of averfion to his 
nephew, running in to put the crown upon his idol, 
fecretly fecures the perfon of that phantom of an em- 
peror, and goes at night to the palace, awakens the 
prince, and advifes him to withdraw from the fury of 
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a mutinous populace, that were in quell of him, as lie 
faid, to put him to death. The young emperor aban- 
dons himfelf to his perfidious advice, follows him; and 
Murzuphle, under -pretence of concealing him, carries 
him into a lonefome part of the palace, where the un- 
happy prince, as foon as he entered, was feized and 
put in irons. The ufurper flrips him of his buskins, 
wrought with eagles, and the other marks of the im- 
perial dignity, puts them on himfelf, and, attended 
with his relations and accomplices, prefents himfelf 
to the people, exhorts them to break off all corre- 
fpcndence with the Latins, and propofes to make a 
war upon them. This difcourfe, which flattered the 
animofity of the unruly multitude, is received with 
great applaufe. They proclaim him emperor on the 
fpot : and not to let the zeal of the people cool, he 
gets himfelf crowned. Hillory does not tell us what 
became of poor Canabe, who difappeared at once, 
and was never heard of afterwards. As to the empe- 
ror Alexis, whofe .life gave him great uneafmefs, he 
twice together caufed poifon to be mixed with that 
prince’s food ; but the poifon not working quick e- 
nough, this barbarous wretch, impatient to be rid of 
him, went into the dungeon where he was fhut up, 
and ftrangled him with his own hands. 

How juft an indignation foever the lords of the cru- 
fade had againft young Alexis, yet they lamented his 
unhappy fate, and refclved to revenge his death. War 
was proclaimed againft the tyrant, who made prepa- 
rations to carry it on, and put the inhabitants in arms. 
The troops of the crufade laid fiege to the place a fe- 
cond time ; they brought the fame courage to the en- 
terprize ; and, without amufing themfelves with the 
ordinary forms of war, they attempted a fcalado ; and 
after a combat, which lailed almoft the whole day, 
they feized upon fome towers, where they fortified 
themfelves during the night. They were refolved to 
carry on the attack at break of day, but were Agree- 
ably furprized by fome of the inhabitants, who in- 
formed them that the ufurper was fled. In the morn- 
ing 
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mr they renewed their attack, when the weak re - 
fi llance they met with, and the terrible diforder and 
confuiion the city was in, made them foon fenfible 
that the furprlzing news was true. The French and 
\ enetians enter Coafuantinoplc fword in hand, break 
into the pahcc and h mfe: of the principal nobility, 
and commit all thofe d borders, which are the ordina- 
ry elFeds of the fun and greedinefs of the foldiery. 

' The next bufineis was to eleft an emperor. The 
chiefs of the crufade referred the choice to twelve c- 
lefl,ors, fix of them French, and fix Venetians ; and 
it was agreed, that whatever nation the emperor was 
of, the patriarch fhould be taken out of the other. If 
the doge had been a competitor for the empire, ’tis 
certain Ire would have had the bed intered. But that 
wife prince, confidering that the imperial dignity in a 
Venetian would be the ruin of a republick govern- 
ment, renounced it both for himfelf and his nation ; 
fo that there was nothing more to do, but to make a 
good choice among the French, and other nations that 
compofcd the army. Mol of the votes feemed de- 
termined in favour of the marquefs of Montferrat ; 
and indeed it looked as if they could not without in- 
jufticc refufe the dignity to a prince, whom they had 
chofen already out of fo many others, to be their 
own general, and who, by his valour and conduct, 
had made them mafters of Condantinople. But the 
politick doge, dreading his great qualities, and afraid 
of feeing the empire united to the dominions which 
that prince was already poffe/led of in Italy, deter- 
mined mol of the elettors in favour of Baldwin count 
of Flanders, from w hom there was no fuch danger to 
be appiehended. That prince was crowned with great 
foLmnity in the church of St. Sophia. Thomas Mo- 
rofini was chofen patriarch of Conftantinople ; and 
the marquefs of Montferrat had afterwards for his 
fh are the kingdom of Theflalonica, and the Veneti- 
ans mod of the Blands of the Archipelago. 

Baldwin coild n t be ignorant of the avcrfion 
which his new fubjeas had to the government of a 

prince 
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prince fubjeft to the church of Rome. To remove this 
prejudice, and bring them to an uniformity of belief, 
fo neceffary to the tranquillity of a ftate, he procured 
from pope Innocent* fome clergy and monks, remark- 
able for their learning and virtue, who ufed their en- 
deavours to put an end to the fchifm, and unite the 
two churches. He invited at the fame time the hof- 
prtallers of St. John into his dominions, gave them 
confiderable eftates in the provinces which held of the 
empire, and reftored them the poffcftion of the two 
houfes which they had in Constantinople, till the uf- 
irrper Andronicus drove them thence. Geoffrey de 
Ville-hardouin, marfhal of Champagne and Romania, 
tells us in his hiltory, that Matthieu de Montmorency, 
one of the chief leaders of the crufade, dying in this 
famous expedition, was buried at Coniiantinople in 
the church of St. John of the hofpital of Jerufalem 1 *. 

There was not a Chriftian prince within either A- 
fia or Europe, but would have fome hofpitallers in 
his dominions. Magnificent hofpitals and churches 
were at that time built for them at Florence, Pifa and 
Verona. Befides thefe foundations for the knights, 
the hofpital nuns of the fame order had fome confide- 
rable houfes in thofe three cities, in which thefe pious 
fitters made piety, charity, and all Chriftian virtues 
fiourifh. We mutt not omit to mention here the blcf- 
fed fitter Ubaldina, whofe memory is held in fingular 
veneration at Pifa, and over all the order. This ho- 
ly nun was born about the middle of the twelfth cen- 
tury, at the cattle of Calcinaya, in the county of Pifa. 
As foon as fhe was of age to chufe for herfelf, fhe took 
the habit, and profefied herfclf in the houfe of St. 
John de Pifo. Nature formed her generous and bene- 
ficent 1 grace rendered her charitable : fhe was the mo- 

Vol. I. T tiicr 

* See the cpiftlcs of Innocent III. Books 13. 14. 15-. 2nd 16. 

b Lors lor avint une mult grant mefavanture eu ’’oft que JWa- 
hius de Montmorency que ere un des mcillor chevalier del roy- 
aums de France, ct des plus prificz ct dcs plus arnez fuinois, et 
cc fu grant dicls ct grant domages, un des greigrers qui av'nt en 
Toft, d’un fcul home, et fu ent rrez cn une yglfe dr Mon feign or 
St> Jchan de l’hopital de Jerufalem. Ville-hardcuin, p. So. 
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ther of the poor ; the Tick met with a relief always at 
hand in her affiduous care ; there was no kind of mi- 
fery but ihe brought a remedy for it, or gave confola- 
tion under it ; and when her duties allowed her fomc 
moments to herfelf, flic fpent them before the crofs, 
and in a continual meditation upon the death and paf- 
fion of our divine Saviour. 

That lhe might be worthy to partake of the bene- 
fits of that great myrtery, lhe crucified her body with 
furprizing aufterities. From the time of her profcfiion 
jlie never left off her hair cloth, a board ferved for 
her bed, her failings were continual, her food bread 
and water, with a few roots : lhe was particularly in- 
duilrious in her penances ; lhe fought eagerly after all 
occaiions of pra&ifmg fome fecret mortification ; had 
ihe a tafle, a bias, a natural inclination or averfion 
for any thing, as foon as lhe perceived it, all was fa- 
crificcd ; lhe was, as we may fay, a continual martyr; 
and if her fex and profeffion did not allow her to bear 
a lhare with the knights her brethren in the torments 
to which they were expofed, when they fell into the 
hands of the infidels, it may be faid, that by the pi- 
ous cruelties wherewith lhe mortified her body, fhe 
was their companion in fufferings, and the crofs 
which lhe wore outwardly, was not fo much an orna- 
ment as a mark and chara&er of that which lhe had fo 
deeply engraved in her heart. Having lived in a conti- 
nual excercife of thefe virtues, the bleffedUbal- 
1206. dina died about A. D. 1206. The authors of 
her life mention feveral miracles which it pleaf- 
ed God to work by her interccffion ; but the fiill and 
greatell of all was a lively faith, an unbounded cha- 
rity, a ipirit of mortification, and that combination of 
virtues, of which, for the honour of the order of St. 
John, it may be faid, there were at that time very e- 
minent examples. 

We have feen above, that the grand matter, at the 
requeff of Amaury de Lufignan, king of Cyprus, and 
at the pope’s recommendation, had fent a body of 
kniehts into that iiland, to keep the fubjefts thereof 
° in 
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in the obedience they owed their fove reign. That 
prince, king ofCyprus, and king likeways ofjerufalem 
in right of queen Ifabel his wife, died this year with- 
out any iffue by her ; and the queen outliving him but 
a few days, the two crowns, which by their marriage 
had been united upon their heads, were divided again 
by their death. 

Mary, the eldeft daughter of queen Ifabel, and 
Conrad of Montferrat prince of Tyre her fecond huf- 
band, was acknowledged heirefs of the crown of Je- 
rufalem ; and Hugh de Lufignan, fon to Amaury by 
his fir ft wife, fucceeded the king his father in the 
crown of Cyprus. This young prince married the. 
princefs Alice, half filter to Mary by the mother’s 
fide, and daughter of Ifabel and Henry count of 
Champagne her third husband. The Chriftians ofPa- 
leftine, finding themfelves deftitute of a fovereign, 
who was as neceftary to keep the great lords of the 
kingdom in their duty, as he was to oppofe the arms 
of the infidels, fent the bilhop of Acre, and Aimar, 
lord of Crefarea in right of his wife, as their deputies 
to king Philip Augaftus, to defire him to recommend 
a husband to them for the young queen of jerufalem, 
that would be capable of defending her dominions. 

The king named them John de Brienne, a young 
nobleman full of valour, wife, capable of governing a 
ftate, and of commanding an army, fuch a one indeed 
as the prefling occafions of the Holy Land, and a t ot- 
tering throne required. The young count, no£ conft- 
dering the vaft number of enemies wherewith that lit- 
tle kingdom was encompafted, fufFered himfelf to be 
dazzled with the empty title of king, and the circum- 
ftance of owing it entirely to his own merit and repu- 
tation. He received the king’s propofal with all 
due acknowledgments, and having taken fuch mca- 
fures as he thought necelfary with the embafiadors of 
Pajeftine, he fent them away before him, charging 
them to afture the queen and grandees of the king- 
dom, that he would come to Acre with a formidable 
T 2 army. 
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m*my, and in a condition, after the truce was expired, 
to begin the war again with fuccefs. 

The cmbafladors, returning into the eatt, gave out, 
that the count de Brjennc would arrive immediately 
at the head of a powerful crufade, compofed of the 
moft warlike nations of Europe, and commanded moll 
of them by their own fovereigns. They even- named 
the princes who had put on the crofs, the number of 
their troops, and the fleets they were to put to fea. 
The noife of this armament, which they were mag- 
nifying continually, as it commonly happens in fpeak- 
ing of things at a diftance, and fuch as flatter our 
hopes, raifed the courage of the Chriftians, and alarm- 
ed the infidels. Safadine propofed to the council of 
regency to prolong the truce, offering in that cafe to 
reftore them ten fuch towns or caflles as lay mofl for 
the convenience of the Chriftians. 

The grand mailer of the hofpitallers, who, by the 
knowledge he had of the affairs of Europe, did not fee 
that any fuch mighty fuccours could be fent as the 
embnfiador gave them hopes of, was of opinion, that 
they fliould make their advantage of the fear of the 
infidels, and accept the truce they had propofed. The 
mailer of the Teutonick order, and mofl of the lords 
and barons of the country were of the fame fentiments ; 
but the grand mailer of the templars and the prelates 
oppofed it, though, fays Sanut », the advice of the 
grand mailer of the hofpitallers was certainly bell. 
The very propofing of it indeed by the hofpitallers 
was a fulEcient reafon to make the templars contra- 
did it. This grand maker of the hofpitallers died a- 
bout A. D. 1206. The hifeorians of that time do not 
acquaint us with his extradion ; but there is in Tou- 
raine a very ancient and noble family of the name of 
Rat, from which, in all probability, this grand matter 

was 


a Magiftri quoque hofpitalis ctAlamannorum cunftique baronc3 
ireugas prolongare vellcnt \ magifter t 3 men templi, ac praelati, 
licet efiet utilius, minime attenferunr. Mar. Sanut. c. 3. p. 206. 
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was defcended. The order chofe in his place brother 
Guerin de Montaigu, a French man by 
nation, and of the language of Auverg- GuErin de 
ne, who, in a fhort time after his ele£ti- Montaigu. 
on, did confiderable fervice to the Greek 
Chriftians of Armenia Minor.. 

Pope Innocent III. writing to the bifhops of France, 
reprefents to them, in one of his letters, the miferable 
flate of the Latin Chrifcians of the eaft, according to 
the advices he had received from thofe parts. The 
fovereign pontiff adds*, that, to make the misfortune 
Hill greater, Raimond count of Tripoli, fecond l'on 
to Bohemund III. prince of Antioch, and Leo king of 
Armenia, contefted for the fucceffion of that principa- 
lity, even before the fovereign’s death ; that the inha- 
bitants of Antioch, fupported by the templars, had de- 
clared themfelves for the count, and the hofpitallers 
had taken the king's part; that the infidels too had 
engaged in the quarrel to make their advantage of it ; 
that the fultan of Aleppo was railing forces in favour 
of the count of Tripoli ; that Dennequin, another 
T urkifh prince, was leading a confiderable fuccour to 
the king of Armenia ; and, what is more deplorable, 
continues the pontiff, Safadine, fultan of Egypt and 
Damafcus, the mightieftof all the infidels, has levied 
numerous armies, without declaring as yet in favour 
of any party, and, in all appearance, with a view to 
make his advantage of all events, and to raife his enw 
pire on the ruin of both. 

We have obferved already, that of the marriage 
contra&ed between young Bohemund, eldeft fon of the 
prince of Antioch, and Alice, daughter to Rupin of 
the mountain, there was iffue a fon, named alfo Ru- 
pin, who, after the death of young Bohemund his fa- 
ther, purfuant to the treaty of peace made with Leo 
king of Armenia, his great uncle, had been declared 
by old Bohemund his grandfather preemptive heir 
of his dominions. But Raimond count of Tripoli, f e . 

T 3 cond 
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cond Ton to old Bohemund, pretended, that fuch de- 
claration ought not to take place, and that the right 
of fucceflion, immediately after the prince his father’s 
death, belonged to him, and not to his nephew : thefe 
were the pretenfions of the two contending parties. 

The king of Armenia, though brought up in the 
fchifm, feeing his dominions furrounded by thofe of 
the Latin princes, pretended to reconcile himfelf to 
the catholick church. He had wrote feveral times to 
the pope, to declare, that he acknowledged his autho- 
rity, and had likeways obliged his patriarch, whom 
the Armenians call the catholick, to take the like flep. 
But to fpeak the truth, this union was only tempora- 
ry, and the pretended fubmiflion of the Armenians 
1 ailed no longer than they had need of the prote&ion 
of the holy fee. 

Livron renewed his protections at this juncture, 
and at the fame time made prelfmg inflances to Inno- 
cent, intreating him to require the templars to make 
no more oppofition to the rights of his nephew, but 
to conform themfelves to the conduft of the hofpital- 
lers, who, faid he, after being convinced of the juflice 
of young Rupin’s claim, had declared in his favour. 
This prince, in another letter, defires the pope to in- 
terpofe his authority, that this great affair might be 
determined in an amicable manner, and begs, that lie 
would be pleafed, to take upon himfelf the nominati- 
on of impartial judges ; amongil which, he particular- 
ly recommends to him the grand mailer of the hofpi- 

tallers. ... , 

Whilst this difference was in agitation at the 
court of Rome, Soliman de Roveniden fultan 
I2C0. of Iconium, of the race of the Selgeucidian 
Turcomans, entered Armenia, at the inflance 
of the count of Tripoli, and deilroyed all before him 
with fire and fword. Leo gave immediate advice of 
It to the pope; and that pontiff, at his requefl, engag- 
ed the hofpitallers to undertake the defence of his do- 
minions. The grand mafler de Montaigu drew a 
ilron? body into the field and joined him ; upon which 
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they inarched againft the fultan, and after feveral en- 
gagements, and a bloody and obftinate battle, the 
Turcoman prince was defeated, his army cut it pieces, 
and thofe that efcaped from the fworJ of the con- 
querors, had great^difficulty to get back into Bithy- 
nia, with the fultan who commanded them. 

The Armenian prince, either out of gratitude, or 
to engage the hofpitallers ftill more clofely in his inte- 
refts, granted them in property the town of Saleph, 
with the fortreffes of Chateauneuf and Camard. He 
fent the deed of this grant to pope Innocent III. who 
confirmed it by his bull, bearing date in the thirteenth 
year of his pontificate. The fovereign pontiff prevail- 
ed afterwards with the count of Tripoli, to agree to 
a truce with the king of Armenia, and ordered the 
two legates that he kept in the eaft, to force the re- 
fractory fide to it by all fpiritual methods, and to 
make ufe likeways of the aftiftance and arms of the 
hofpitallers, to maintain peace in that part of Chriften- 
dom. Prince Rupin, nephew to Livron, two years 
after made the like application to pope Honorius III. 
to obtain the aftiftance of the hofpitallers, as may be 
feen in the brief of that pope. This was not the firft 
time that the popes had made ufe of the arms of the 
hofpitallers in the eaft, againft princes that did not 
think themfelves bound by the thunders of the Vate- 
can. 

Those pontiffs employed them no lefs ferviceably 
at the fame time againft the Moors and Saracens of 
Spain, and Mahomet Enacer Miramolin, king of Mo- 
rocco, having entered Caftile, at the head of a formi- 
dable army, brother Guttiere d’Ermegilde, prior of 
the hofpitallers of Caftile, upon the orders he receiv- 
ed from Rome and from the grand mafter, came to 
offer his fervice to king Alphonfus VIII. at the head 
cf a large number of knights, and of the vaffals of the 
order. 

Roderic, archbilhop of Toledo, {peaking, of thefe 
knights in his hiftory : the military brothers the hof- 
pitallers 
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pitallers, fays that prelate 2 , inflamed with zeal, took 
up arms in this country, to maintain our holy religi- 
on, and drive the infidels out of Spain. 

A famous French hofpi taller, called brother Gue- 
rin, minifter of flate to Philip Auguftus, and general 
of his army, rendered at the fame time fervices every 
way as important to the church, and to his country. 
He was brought up in this kingdom, in a dangerous 
herefy, which, under pretence of a higher fpiritual 
perfection, undermined the foundations of religion. A 
clergyman of the diocefs of Chartres, named Amaury, 
a fubtle logician, was the author of it. At lealt Ri- 
gord, a contemporary hiftorian, affirms, that the dif- 
ciples of this doftor maintained publickly, that as the 
laws of the old teftament, given, as they faid, by the 
eternal father, had been abolifhed by the gofpel and 
the new law of Jefus Chrift, fo this was to be fuppref- 
fed in its turn by the law of charity, which was the 
work of the Holy Ghofl ; that under this law of pure 
love, the ule of the facraments was as unneceflary as 
that of the legal ceremonies of the old law. He ad- 
ded, that paradife and hell had no exiftence but in 
the imagination of men ; that the pleafure of doing 
good works was the true paradife, and that fin and 
ignorance made all our hell. He required nothing of 
his followers, for the whole praClice of religion, but 
only the love of God, the flame of which, he faid, 
was capable of purifying even adultery itfelf. 

These errors, being fpread abroad by men of parts 
and eloquence, perverted great numbers of perfons, 
and particularly many women, who are always fond of 
novelty. Brother Guerin b of the order of the hofpital- 

lers 

* Fratres etiam militia? hofpitalis, qui fraternitatis caritati in- 
fiftentes devote, jzelo fidci, ctTerne Sandtie neceflltate accenfi, de- 
fenfionis gladium aflumpferunt. Hi fub uno priorc Guterrio Er- 
megildi, Sc c. Roderic. Toletanus, t. 2. 1 . 8. c. 3. p. 130. de re- 
bus Hifpanicis. 

1 Hault confers aviez ou bon vefque Garin, 

Par Dieu et par fon fens cuftes moult d’amis, 

Proudomfu, et T Ajax frachic certaincment, 

Bien 
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lers of St.John ofjerufalem, who, in the reigns of Phi- 
lip Auguflus and Louis VIII. his fon, had a great 
lhare in the government, employed his pains and au- 
thority to flop the progrefs of this new fe£t. He was 
one of the moll learned men of his age, and at the 
fame time the greatefl officer of his nation ; and it 
was not eafy to determine, whether, in the manage- 
ment of the flate, his valour, or his piety and wifdom 
had the afcendant. During the vacancy of the digni- 
ty of chancellor, the king had appointed him to do the 
fu nations of it. The chancery being vacant, fays the 
liiflorian of that time*, this wife minifler took care to 
have the principal leaders of thefe fanaticks punifhed : 
there were feveral that acknowledged their errors, and 
the moll obflinate went to join themfelves to the Al- 
bigenfes, a fort of Manichees, who admitted two prin- 
ciples, a good and an evil one, to which they afcrib- 
ed all the actions of men. They were called Albi- 
genfes, from the town of Albi in Languedoc, moll of 
the inhabitants of which were infedled with this here- 
fy. The pope, to extripate them the fhortefl way, 
caufed a new crufade to be preached up againfl them, 
annexing the fame indulgences to it as were granted 
for the war of the Holy Land, requiring from fuch as 
engaged in it only forty days fervice. 

This eafy way of getting indulgences, drew an in- 
finite number of the crufade into Languedoc, and de- 
prived 

Bien le fceut votre peres qui l’ama durement, 

Moult fu de haut confeil et de tous biens fu plains. 

Et ere bien entechiez de loyal cuer ccitains. 

Puis 1 q tens Charlemaine, qui fu \\n Arcevefques, 

Qu’en apela Turpin, ne fu fi bon Evefques 
Volontiers effaujoit l’onor de fainte Eglife, 

Sire, et les vcs droits gardoit 51 fans faintife. 

Moult 1* ama li bons Rois qui Felipes ot non 
Et apres votre pere qui Dex face pardon, 

Etla bon Roine l’amoit et tench chier, 

Qu’en votre cort n’ avoit nul meillcr Confeillcr.. . 
Joinvil'e, p. i6y. in the fcrtnon cf Robert de bainccijaux* 

■ Rigordus de Geftis Philippi Auguffi Franc. Regis, p. 200 . an 
1209. 
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prived the Chriftians of the Holy Land of their fuo 
cour; which was the caufe why John de Brienne, at 
his fetting out for Jerufalem, could not poflibly get to- 
gether above three hundred knights, inftead of tliofe 
mighty armies, that were to infure him an eafy en- 
trance into Palcflinc. They were ft ran gel y fur prized 
to fee him land at the port of Acre, with fo fmall a 
company, fufficient indeed for the retinue of a king, 
but contemptible in regard to the hopes that had been 
given them, and to the neceflities of the ftate. 

Nevertheless that lord, after marrying the young 
queen, took the field, to fignalize his acceffion to the 
crown by fome aftion worthy of his courage. He ra- 
vaged at firft all the frontiers of the enemy, and took 
fome caftles of fmall confequence ; but feveral bodies 
of Sarazens advancing to befet him, he was obliged 
to retire ; and thought it advantage enough, to have 
made his efcape from fuch mighty enemies. 

He wrote immediately to the pope, to give him an 
account in what condition he found the Holy Land ; 
and added, that what they called the kingdom of Je- 
rufalem, conftfted only in two or three places, which 
they could maintain no longer than the civil wars laft- 
ed between the brother and fons of Saladine, and that 
unlefs a new crufade was fent into Paleftine, he fhould 
foon be a king without a kingdom or fubje&s. 

Innocent was fenfibly afFetted with this fad news. 
That pontiff, like moftof his predcceftbrs, befidcs the 
zeal which made him intent upon the recovery of the 
Holy Land, interefted himfclf particularly in thefe 
wars, whereof the popes were regarded as the heads, 
and wherein their legates pretended to command with 
an authority fuperior to the generals, and even the 
princes that engaged in thefe pious expeditions ; a 
new fort of fovereignty, unknown in former ages, 
which, under pretence of oppofing the invafions of 
infidels, fubje&ed vaft armies of Chriftians to the 
pope’s orders, and in many inftances when fovercigns 
a\o rea t he head of them. 
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The pope, full of thefe great views, and defin- 
ing to fuccour the new king of Jerufalem, was 
thoroughly perfuaded, that nothing but a new crufade 
could bring thofe numerous armies into the field, that 
were the terror of the barbarians. To raife there- 
fore troops in moft of the dominions in Chriilendom, 
he refolved, after the example of Urban II. the firfl 
author of the crufades, to call a general council : and 
befides the bulls for that purpofe, he caufed publick 
notice to be given of it by a great number of eccleii- 
aflicks and religious, who fpread themfelves over all 
Europe, and in their fermons, cried up the merit of 
fuch voyages, and exaggerated perhaps a little too 
much the general indulgences which were annexed 
to them. But the execution of this pious de- 
fign, was fufpended by a formidable alliance 1210. 
made again!! France, in which a great number 
of the fovereigns of Chriftendom were engaged. 
Thefe princes made preparations of war on all lides, 
and when troops were every where in motion, the 
pope faw it was by no means proper to require any 
bilhops to take a journey ; and the rather, becaufe 
when they fhould be met together, they could not 
propofe at fuch a time to draw any fuccour from 
France and Germany, the fureft refources of all the 
crufades. 

Otho IV. emperor of Germany, was at the head 
of this league again!! France ; and among his allies 
were John king of England, the counts of Flanders, 
Holland, Boulogne and Salisbury, natural brother to 
the king of England, Henry duke of Brabant, Frede- 
ric duke of Lorrain, Thibault count of Luxemburgh, 
and Philip de Courtenay, marquefs of Namur, fon of 
Peter de Courtenay count of Auxerre. It may perhaps 
be furprizing, to fee, among the enemies of France, 
the duke of Brabant, who was the king’s fon-in-law, 
the count of Bar his fubjedl, whofe fon too was in the 
French fervice, Ferrand de Portugal a vafTal of the 
crown, .to whom the king had given the heirefs of 
Flanders in marriage, and the marquefs of Namur, a 
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prince of ilie royal blood ; nor could thefe princes be 
well excufed from the crime of defcdlion and rebelli- 
on, if it was not known that fome of them held their 
principal territories under the empire ; that they were 
fcodataries of it, and that, if they had not joined the 
emperor's army, that prince, who had invaded thcLow 
Countries with an army of an hundred thoufand men, 
would have begun with dripping them of their great 
fiefs. Hence it is, that the count of Ear, though a 
vaflal of the crown, to preferve the county of Lux- 
emburgh, was obliged, contrary to his inclination, to 
furnifh his quota of troops to the emperor, and lead 
them in perfon to the imperial camp. 

The principal chiefs of this alliance were fo perfuad- 
ed, that the king could not re fid them, that they had 
beforehand divided his dominions amongft them, and 
difmembered the fined provinces of this great kingdom 
from the body of the monarchy. 

The emperor indeed had referved the fovereignty 
in chief, and the fupreme demefnc of the crown to 
himfelf ; but the king of England claimed for hisfhare 
all the provinces about the Loire ; Renaud de Dam- 
martin count of Eoulogne, a fccret enemy to the king, 
and the warmed promoter of the league, had fet his 
heart on the Vermandois and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, which lay convenient for him, and the count 
of Flanders was promifed Paris, the ifle of France, 
and chat part of Picardy which adjoins to Paris. 

' Th i s was, as we may fay, to fell the bear’s skin 
before he was killed; thefe princes had to do with an 
enemy not eafy to be beaten. Philip II. king of France, 
fo judly Filed Augudus by poderity, without 
1214. being daunted at the number and force of his 
enemies, advanced towards Peronne, at the 
head of forty thoufand men, mod of them well difei- 
plincd troops, befides thirty five thoufand militia, 
draw’ll out of the neighbouring provinces, whichform- 
ed a large body of infantry. Mod of the princes and 
barons of the kingdom attended the king ; the gen- 
1 ry were fummoned; all the gentlemen flew' to the luc- 
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cour of their country, and no other knights were as 
yet known, but luch as had acquired that glorious 
title by their valour, and had dirtinguifhed themfelves 
by uncommon bravery in the field. 

The king of France, at the head of this brave gen- 
try, thought himfelf invincible ; and though he had 
little more than fixty thoufand men in his army, he 
refolved to carry the war into the enemy’s country ; 
he left Peronne the twenty third of July, fell into 
Flanders, and encamped near Tournay. The empe- 
ror on the other hand advanced as far as Mortagne, 
which is but three leagues diftant from it, and in- 
trenched himfelf there. Befides above two hundred 
thoufand men that he had in his army, he was port- 
ed too advantageoufly to be forced in his camp. 

The king, to draw him out of his intrenchments, 
made a motion towards Hainault. The emperor tak- 
ing this march for a flight, and fearing that in his re- 
treat he fhould ravage the province of one of his allies, 
marched the fame way, and arrived in the plain of r 
Bouvines, on Sunday July 27. The king was come 
thither only fome hours before him; and, as he thought 
of nothing but penetrating into Hainault, his van- 
guard had already parted a bridge that he had laid o- 
ver the Marque, when he was advertifed by his fcouts, 
that the allies were advancing in order of battle, i. e. 
with rtandards difplayed, their horfes barded, and 
the ferjeants, a fort of dragoons attached to the fer- 
vice of the men of arms, ordered to difmount, and 
inarching a foot before them. The king immediately 
difpatched the hofpitaller Guerin, who adled as mar- 
fhal de bataille, to take a view of the enemy. The 
long experience he had acquired in the wars of the 
eaft, and the laurels he had gathered in a feries of en- 
gagements with the infidels, made him fill that ho- 
nourable port, without the leart jealoufy or envy from 
the grea*ert lords of the kingdom. 

History has not tranfmitted to us either -his fur- 
name, or that of his family. ’Tis certain, that as he 
was an hofpitaller of St. John, he murt have been of 
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noble extraction : this is all we can fay on that head. 
His piety and learning had occafioned his being elect- 
ed bilhop of Senlis ; but he was not yet confecrated, 
and we are going to fee on this occafion new proofs 
of his capacity in the art of war. Rigord, a contem- 
porary hiftorian, who was in the king’s retinue, fpeak- 
ing of this knight, “ He was, fays he, a very brave 
«« officer, of admirable conduCt, of a fteady judgment, 
“ and fo great penetration, that he faw into all e- 
“ vents that could happen.” Lc Breton, another con- 
temporary hiftorian, adds, “ That he had the entire 
“ affeCtion and confidence of the king his mafter, and 
“ was the firft perfon in the kingdom after him.” Yet, 
fays Rigord, “ though this illuftrious knight fhone 
“ with all the luftre that royal favour could give 
“ him, he never would, in the height of his autho- 
“ rity, quit the the habit of his order, which he wore 
“ always under his armour.” Such was this famous 
hofpitaller, who did fo much honour to his nation and 
his order. The king, who depended entirely on him 
for the conduCt of the army, having ordered him, as 
we have juft faid, to go and view the enemy, he took 
Adam vifeount de Melun, one of the braveft noble- 
men in the kingdom, along with him ; and, putting 
himfelf at the head of a body of horfe, he advanced 
to a rifing ground, from whence he difeovered the 
inarch and difpofition of the army of the allies, and 
leaving the vifeount in that port, with orders to amufe 
the enemy without engaging, he returned in all hafte 
to the king, and told him, that he was much mifta- 
ken, if he was not going to be attacked by the empe- 
ror. 

Philip immediately called a council ofwar. It was 
there debated, whether the troops fiiould continue to 
pafs the river, or whether the vanguard that had crof- 
fed it, fhould not be ordered to march back again, 
and give battle to the enemy. Moft of the general of- 
ficers were of opinion, that they fhould avoid an en- 
gagement that day, becaufe it was an old cuftom of 
the nation, never to fight on a Sunday ; they faid, 
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the French had always made a fcruple of fhedding 
blood on that holy day ; befides, the foldiers were fa- 
tigued with a long march, and the allies being fo 
much fuperior in troops, it was proper to wait the 
coming up of the gentry, who were on their march to 
join the army ; and therefore they ought to make all 
the troops pafs to the other fide ; that the river would 
ferve for a barrier, and the enemy would not hazatd 
palling it in fight of fo flrong an army as the king’s. 

The hofpitaller Guerin, who, from his long ex- 
perience in the art of war, judged that they could 
hardly avoid an engagement, told them, that they 
debated about a matter w r hich was not in their power ; 
that the enemy was too near, and, if they continued 
palling the whole army over the river, they would ex- 
pofe their rear and hindermofl troops to be cut in pie- 
ces. Neverthelefs, as he was almod the only perfon of 
this opinion, and the emperor’s troops had at that ve- 
ry moment made a motion, as if they would march 
towards Tournay, it was refolved, by a majority oi: 
voices to pafs over the river ; but the emperor’s army 
wheeling about, and falling- at once upon the body 
commanded by the vifcount de Melun, fully jufti lied 
the found nefs of Guerin’s judgment. The king faw 
plainly, there was no avoiding an engagement; fo the 
van was immediately ordered to repafs the river, and 
the knight, who a&ed as marlhal de bataille, drew up 
the forces in order of battle, affigning every troop their 
proper poll. Superior in capacity to the enemy’s ge- 
nerals, he contrived to get the fun in his back, which 
darting in the enemy’s eyes, afforded him the fame ad- 
vantage, efpecially in the heat of the dogdays, as 
Hannibal had againft the Romans at the battle of 
Canme. The monk Rigord, the king’s chaplain and 
phyfician, who in this battle kept always near his 
mailer’s perfon, fays, “ That he faw the hofpitaller 
« Guerin, after having ranged the army in Battalia, 
“ ride among the ranks, pais along the fquadrons and 
« battalions, and exhort every one to fight bravely 
« for the defence of their king and country.” He 
U 2 adds. 
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ndds, “ That this illuftrious knight, after the fignal 
of battle was given, on account of his ele&ion to the 
^ bi (hop rick of Senlis, would not engage among the 
combatants, but contented himfelf with giving his 
orders, and direfting the different brigades of the 
army to be led on at the time there was occafion 
" for them.” 

There was fear ce ever a battle in France difputed 
for fo long a time; all clofed in together, and fought 
with equal fury ; the king performed prodigies of va- 
lour ; fix fcorc French gentlemen were killed by his 
fide ; and lie himfelf had like to have been loll ; he 
received a fire ke of a lance in his throat; his horfe 
was (lain under him, himfelf trampled under the horf- 
c ' two fmgls gentlemen, Montigny and Triftan, 
to fave their mailer, made him a rampart with their 
bodies, and luftained all the efforts of the enemy ; the 
king leaps upon i riftan’s horfe ; and putting himfelf 
at the head of a body of his gentry that had juft come 
to his fuccour, charges the enemy afre(h, and breaks 
through a fquadron of Germans that made head a- 
gainft him ; nothing is able to (land againft the fury 
of the French, who, before the eyes of their prince, 
and breathing vengeance for the danger lie had run, 
make a terrible (laughter. They pufh on; they pierce 
even to the perfon of the emperor, who was in the 
centre of that fquadron. De Trie gives him a thruft 
with his lance, which makes his cuirafs ufelefs ; Mau- 
voifn feizes the bridle of his horfe, and the young 
count of Bar, whole father as count Luxemburg, 
was in the army of allies, feizes the emperor by the 
neck : Desbarres fenefchal of Anjou coming up, takes 
him by the middle to pull him off his horfe ; all of 
tnem ambitious of the honour of taking an emperor 
prifoner : but the Germans coming up in ftioals to his 
- (uccour, drive off the French, open him a way to re- 
treat; and that prince mounting a frefh horfe, (till ftun- 
ned with the danger he had been in, without anv re- 
gard to his glory, betakes himfelf to flight. The'king 
feeing him gallop off, could not help faying with a 
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fmile, to the lords about him, “ My friends, you’ll 
“ fee nothing more of him to-day but his back.” 

The emperor, by his flight, carried ofF moft of the 
troops ; thofe whom their courage ftill kept in the 
field, and who refolved to difpute a victory already 
loft, were cut in pieces. The counts of Flan- 
ders, Boulogne and Salisbury, Euftace of Hain- 1214. 
ault, an hofpitaller of St. John, Hugh Manges 
prefident of the emperor’s council, and thirty lords 
bannerets, were taken prifoners. Otho, defpifed by the 
Germans, abdicated afterwards the empire. The king 
of England, odious to his fubjefts, pafled the reft of 
his days in a civil war ,* and the vidlory of Bovines, 
fo exceeding glorious to Philip, reftored peace and 
tranquillity over all Europe.- 

The pope, to improve the prefent calm, and en- 
gage the princes of the weft in a common league a- 
gainft the infidels, called a general council at Rome, 
in the church of Lateran. This was the twelfth oecu- 
menical one, and the fourth of Lateran. There 
were prefent at it four hundred and twelve bi- 1213. 
ihops, including two patriarchs a , and feventy 
one primates or metropolitans. There came thither 
embaftadors from Frederic II. king of Sicily, empe- 
ror eleft of Germany, from Henry emperor of Con- 
ftantinople, from the kings of France, England, Hun- 
gary, Jerufalem, Cyprus and Arragon. The pope 0- 
pened the council with a very moving difcourfe, con- 
cerning the lofs of the Holy Land, and the obligati- 
ons that all Chriftians were under of endeavouring to 
deliver it from the yoke of the infidels. “ That land, 
“ fays he, which was watered with the blood of our 
“ divine faviour, is profaned, and the place where 
“ the fon of God was adored, is become a temple of 
“ the devil ; what a fcandal and reproach is it, that 
“ the fon of Hagar fhould keep the mother of all the 
“ faithful in bondage ? We muft break her chains, 
“ my deareft brethren. I am ready to put myfelf at 
“ your head : I give up myfelf entirely to your dif- 
U 3 « pofal; 
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€t pofal ; ready, if you think it proper, to go myfelf 
“ to kings, princes and people », to try if I can, by the 
“ force of my cries, engage them to take arms, and 
“ revenge the injuries done to the faviour of mankind, 
“ who is now chafed ^out of the land which he pur- 
<f chafed with his blood, and in which he accomplifh- 
“ ed the myfteries of our redemption.” 

His difcourfe drew tears from the whole aflembly. 
The princes and lords that were prefent, agreed unani- 
m.oufly to put on the crofs ; and the fathers of the 
council made a particular decree, by which they fix- 
ed the rendezvous of the crufade on June i. A. D. 
1217. “ Then, fays the council, fuch as will pafs 

<f by fea fhall affemble at Meffma or Brundufium, 
“ and the land armies fhall begin their march the 
“ fame day.” 

The bifhops, after breaking up, preached the 
crufade in their diocefes, with great zeal and fuc- 
cefs. The emperor Frederic, Andrew king of Hun- 
gary, Leopold duke of Auflria, Louis duke of Bava- 
ria, and an infinite number of princes and prelates, 
French, Hungarians, Dutch, Frieflanders and Nor- 
wegians, put on the crofs: but every one, at taking 
the badge of his engagement, referved to himfelf the 
right of fixing the time of his departure for the Holy 
Land, and his flay in it, which he regulated according 
to the flate of his health, or fituation of his affairs. 
Thus the emperor, whom they thought obliged to put 
himfelf at the head of the firfl body of the crufade, 
was hindered by the troubles of Italy; and befides, 
he had not yet received the crown of the empire at 
Rome ; a ceremony which the popes of thofe times 
had forced the princes that were elected emperors to 
fubmit to. 

Andrew, king of Hungary, was the firfl that fet 
out for the fuccour of the Holy Land, at the 
1216. head of an army compofed of different nations. 

He was a prince highly valuable for his piety, 
and an extraordinary zeal for the adminiflration of 
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juflice. He marched his army by land as far as Ve- 
nice, where he embarked for Conkantinople. This 
prince, before he left his dominions, received a letter 
from pope Honorius III. who, two years before, had 
fucceeded Innocent III. That pontiff exhorted him 
to undertake nothing in the war againk the infidels, 
without the knowledge and advice of the grand mailer 
of the hofpitallers. The king, in anfwer to this, told 
him, that he was fo well fatisfied of the grand mailer’s 
valour and capacity, that he had wrote to him alrea- 
dy agreeable to his holinefs’s fentiments, and hadde- 
fired him to meet him in the ifle of Cyprus, about 
the feaft of our lady in September, as well to « 
confer together upon meafures relating to the ^ e P t * 
campaign, as to take the benefit of the grand mailer’s 
fquadron, for his fecurer arrival in the port of St. 
John d’Acre. Thefe circumllances we learn from the 
very brief which this pope fent to the grand maker, 
and the whole order of the hofpitallers, exhorting 
them in the moll preiTing terms, to give the king of 
Hungary, the duke of Aukin, and all the leaders of 
the army, their advice, and the fuccour they might 
kand in need of. 

The king of Hungary, before he paffed the Bof- 
phorus, was obliged to kay fome time at Conkanti- 
nople, to wait the arrival of the Italians that engaged 
in the crufade, who were daily expe&ed. Duringliis 
abode in that great city, there happened in his domi- 
nions and in his own houfe, a fatal accident, which 
fhortened that prince’s kay in the eak, and made him 
lefs ferviceable to the Latin Chrikians of Palekine. 
His majeky, when he was leaving his own territories, 
committed the regency of them to the palatine of the 
kingdom, named Bancbannus, whofe zeal and fideli- 
ty he had long experienced : he recommended to him 
at parting, to preferve peace with the princes his 
neighbours, and particularly to adminiker exadl ju- 
kice to all his fubjetts, without regard to the birth or 
dignity of any perfon whatfoever. The palatine, dur- 
ing the king’s abfence, omitted nothing to make a 
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fuitable return to the confidence he was honoured 
with ; and whilft he was' entirely taken up with the 
affairs of ftate, his wife, a lady of admirable beauty, 
endeavoured, by her conftant attendance about the 
queen, to divert the melancholy which the abfence of 
the king her husband might occafion. 

Such was the fituation of the court of Hungary 
when the count of Moravia arrived at it. He was the 
queen’s brother, and fhe loved him tenderly. Nothing 
was to be feen at firft, but feafls and diverfions ; but 
in the fequel, the flattering poifon of love crept in a- 
mong thefe innocent amuiements. The count of Mo- 
ravia became defperately enamoured with the regent’s 
wife, and had the aflurance to declare his paflion to 
her. The lady, who was yet more virtuous than flie 
was beautiful, anfwered him only by the fternnefs of 
her looks. Refiftance produced its ufual effeft, and the 
criminal defires of the count became thereupon but 
the more violent. His paflion, which was gaining 
ground continually, threw him at laft into a deep me- 
lancholy : he cared no more for plays, diverfions, 
fhows, and all thofe vain amufements, with which the 
great world fo ferioufly idle away their time : Soli- 
tude was his only pleafure ; but the queen, out of a 
complaifance natural to women for this fort of mala- 
dy, to wean her brother from fo lonefome a way of 
life, made ufe of various pretences to keep the re- 
gent’s wife about her, or to fend for her whenever 
fhe removed from the palace. The lady eafily faw 
through the difhonourable motives of this feeming 
fondnefs, and, to avoid all convention with the 
count, feigned herfelf for fome time to be ill ; but 
that pretence being over, and her own birth, as well 
as her husband’s quality, not allowing her to be ab- 
fent any longer from court, flie returned to the pa- 
lace. The count, for fear of difobliging her, dif- 
fembled his fentiments, and a behaviour full of refpeft 
fucceeded in appearance to the violence and extrava- 
gance of his paflion. 
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The regent’s wife, encouraged by this difcreet 
conduct, continued going to court * ; when the queert, 
under pretence of talking to her in private, led her 
into a by-place of her apartment, where fhutting her 
in, fhe abandoned her to the criminal defires of her 
brother, who, by concert with the queen, was hid in 
the clofet. The regent’s wife went thence with con- 
fufion in her looks, and refentment in her heart ; fhe 
immured herfeif in her houfe, where fhe did nothing 
but bewail in private the count’s villainy and her own 
difnonour. But the regent being one day about to 
take his place in her bed, the fecret broke from her, 
and carried away by the excefs of her anguifh, “Don't 
“ come near me, fir, fays fhe, fhedding at the fame 
“ time a torrent of tears, but quit a wife that is no 
“ more worthy of the chafle embraces of her husband; 
t( a wild wretch has violated your bed ; and the 
u queen his Mer was not afhamed to betray and de* 
ic liver me up to his violence. I had before now ta- 
u ken vengeance on myfelf for their crime, if religion 
<c had not retrained me from making away with my- 
“ felf. But that prohibition of the law does not re- 
“ gaM an injured husband : I am too criminal, fince 
“I am deflowered : I ask my death of you as a fa- 
“ vour, to keep me from furviving my lhame and my 
“ difhonour.” 

The regent, though in the height of aflli&ion, and 
in all the fury of refentment, told her, “ That an in- 
“ voluntary fault was rather a misfortune than a crime, 
“ and that the violence done to her body did not ful- 
“ ly the purity of her foul ; that he begged of her to 
“ be eafy, or at leafl to take care to conceal the oc- 
“ cafion of her forrow. A common interefl, adds he, 
“ obliges us both to diflemble fo horrible an outrage, 
i( till we can revenge it in a manner fuitable to the 
“ enormity of the offenced’ 

His defign was to make the count feel the flrfl ef- 
fedls of it ; but hearing that he was gone away private - 
ly to return into his own country, the regent, enraged 
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that hi s viftim was efcaped, turned all his refentment 
againft the, queen herfelf. He went to the palace, and 
pefuaded the queen to go into her clofet, under pre- 
tence of fhowing her fome letters, which he faid he 
had juft received from the king. As foon as he faw 
himfelf alone with her, after reproaching her with the 
criminal correfpondence fhe had held with the count, 
and her treachery to his wife, the furious palatine 
plunged his dagger in her heart ; and going out cf the 
cabinet in a rage, he publickly before the whole 
court proclaimed his fliame and his vengeance. 

Whether it was furprize or refped that hindred 
them, no body offered to meddle with him ; he 
mounted his horfe without any obftacle ; and taking 
fome noblemen with him, who had been witneffes of 
this fatal cataftrophe, he fet out for Conftantinople, 
where he arrived before the king left that city. He 
went immediately to the palace where that prince 
dwelt, and prefenting himfelf before him, with an in- 
trepidity hardly to be paralleled, “ Sir, fays he to 
u him, when I received your laft orders at your leav- 
“ ing Hungary, you recommended to me, in a par- 
“ ticular manner, to do exaft juftice to all your fub- 
“ je&$, without regard to any one’s rank or conditi- 
“ on : I have done it fo to myfelf ; I have killed the 
<f queen your wife, who had proftituted mine; and,. 
“ far from feeking my fafety in an unworthy flight, 
“ I here bring you my head ; difpofe as you pleafe of 
“ my life ; but remember, that it is either by my 
“ life or death that your fubjetts will judge of your 
“ equity, and whether I am guilty or innocent.” 

The king heard this furprifmg difeourfe without in- 
terrupting him, and even without changing colour ; 
and when the regent had ended, “ If the cafe be as 
“ you fay, replies the prince to him, return into 
“ Hungary, continue to adminifter juftice to my fub- 
“ jetts, with as much exa&nefs and fe verity as you 
“ have done it to yourfelf : I fhall ftay a fhort while 
i{ in the Holy Land, and at my return I will examine 

“ upon 
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“ upon the fpot whether your action deferves com- 
4 ‘ mendation or punifhment.” 

Thus Bonfinius, the hiftorian of Hungary, relates 
the fa&: but Duglos, commonly called Longinus, 
pretends, that the death ofthat princefs was caufed by 
a confpiracy of fome Hungarian lords, who were in- 
cenfed at the queen for bringing fome German princes, 
her relations, to court, and giving them the principal 
pods of the kingdom. There are other authors too, 
who maintain, that this princefs died before the king 
her husband quitted Hungary to go to the Holy Land. 

Be that as it will, his majefty embarked foon af- 
ter, and arrived without any obttacle in the ifland of 
Cyprus. He found there the grand matter of the hofpi- 
tallers of St. John, with the principal officers of his 
order ; and after conferring with them about the ftate 
of affairs in the eaft, he put to fea again with Hugh 
de Lufignan king of the ifland. They had a profperous 
voyage ; and, without meeting with anyoppofition from 
the infidels in their paflage, the whole Chriflian fleet 
arrived in the port of St. John d’Acre. The king of 
Hungary, on his landing, would not lodge in the palace 
of the king of Jerufalem, which was made ready for 
him, either to prevent any difpute about the ceremo- 
nial among the feveral princes then at Acre, or be- 
caufe the fatal death of the queen, and the tragical 
circumttances that attended it, were true, as Bonfini- 
us pretends, and the crime fhe was accufed of, the 
vengeance that one of his fubje&s had dared to take 
of it, and the doubt he was tormented with by fits as 
to the queen’s guilt and the regent’s fidelity ,* all this 
had thrown him into a deep melancholy. He retired 
to the hofpitallers, and near the grand matter, whofe 
pious and folid difcourfes were more agreeable to the 
temper of his mind. There is no defcribing the reli- 
gious fentiments which that prince felt in feeing the 
charity pra&ifed in that holy houfe with regard to the 
poor and pilgrims : and what encreafed his furprize 
and admiration, was to fee thofe knights fo fierce and 
dreadful, when armed in the held, become like other 
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men in their houfe, and employ themfelves, in virtue 
of their obedience, in all the mod humbling offices a- 
bout the poor and fick. 

The king of Hungary would needs vifitat the fame 
time the towns of Margat and Carac, which the hof- 
pitallers were dill matters of: he found there the fame 
regularity and difcipline, as in the principal houfe of 
St. John d’Acre, i. e. hefaw there a number of holy 
friars and brave foldiers, all inflamed with zeal for 
the conquett of the holy places. There is indeed no 
reproaching thefe military friars with any thing, but a 
little too much nicenefs in regard to the templars, up- 
on what the men of the world call the point of ho- 
nour. 

This prince defired to be admitted into the order 
as a brother, that fo he might partake in the 
1218. good works of the hofpitallers a . He gave feven 
hundred merks of filvcr to the order for ever, 
to be levied every )ear upon the fait works of Saloch 
in Hungary ; and as the knights of Carac were conti- 
nually in adion againfl the infidels, he ftipulated ex- 
prefsly in the deed of his grant, that of thefe feven 
hundred merks, fixty of them fhould be applied to the 
particular occafions of Raimond de Pigna, governor 
of the fortrefs of Carac, and his fucceffors in the fame 
government. The inftrument of this endowment is 
Hill fubfifting in the archives of the Vatican ; and there 
is an extrad given of it in Rainaldi’s continuation of 
Baronius. 

We fee there the atteftation that this prince gives to 
the merit and virtue of thefe knights ; “ Lodging, fays 
“ he, in their houfe, I have feen them feed every day an 
iC innumerable multitude of poor, the fick laid in good 
“ beds, and treated with great care, the dying aflifted 
“ with an exemplary piety, and the dead buried with 
“ proper decency. In a word, continues that prince, 
" the knights of St. John are employed, fometimes 
“ like Mary in contenq lation, and fometimes like 

“ Martha 

a Reg. Hcncrius III. t. 1. h 27 6. R.'.ir.. t. 13. nun:. 16. p. 
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«« Martha in a&ion ; and this noble militia confecrate 
“ their days either in their infirmities, or elfe in en- 
< c gagements againft the infidel Amalekites and the 
“ enemies of the crofs.” It is thus that the king of 
Hungary fpeaks of them ». 

That prince having advice thatCoradine fultan of 
Damafcus, and fon to Safadine, had taken the field, 
in order to befiege St. John d’Acre, drew immediate- 
ly out of the town, and advanced towards the enemy 
with the kings of Jerufalem and Cyprus, and the two 
grand mailers of the hofpitallers and templars, the 
mailer of the Teutonic order, and all the troops that 
were in the place. The infidels, furprized at fo ex- 
peditious an armament, and the boldnefs with which 
the Chriflians marched againft them, entrenched them- 
felves with care : feveral of their parties however that 
went out a foraging were cut in pieces. Coradine did 
not think it advifable in this jundture, to come to a 
decifive engagement againft an army that had three 
kings at its head, but retired into his own territories. 
The Chriftians purfued him for fome time, ravaged 
his frontier in their turn, and then, as winter was 
coming on, they feparated. The king of Cyprus went 
to Tripoli, where he fell fick and died, - a little after 
he quitted the army. The king of Hungary, before 
he left Paleftine, bathed himfelf with all his troops in 
the river Jordan, on St. Martin’s eve ; a religious ce- 
remony ufed out of devotion by pilgrims, when they 
were not hindered by the Turks and Sarazens. In 
fine, this prince, after having fpent three months in 
Paleftine to perform his vow, being prefted by the re- 
membrance of the misfortunes that had fince his ab- 

Vol. I. X fence 

* Nec immerito cum illic hofpitati vlderemus innumerum pau- 
perum crctum diurno paftu quotidie luftentari, feffbs languidojrum 
artus le&ifterniis, variifque ciborum copiis refici, mortuorum cor- 
pora cum debita veneratione fepeliri, ut in genere lingulorum re- 
feramus quag per lingula generum enarrare non pofiumus, ut 
Manam et Martham, facratiffimum faepe didtae domus hofpitalis 
collegium, nunc variis lincere contemplationibus, nunc cont-aDci 
adverfarios, et holies Crucis Ch 1ft], adverfus etiam Amalec, in- 
cefTabili pcrfedlae militias conflittu, dc die in diem dimic.vc. Rai- 
naldus, t. 13. n. 16. p. 280. 
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fence happened in his kingdom, fet out upon his re- 
turn thither. All the inftanccs that the patriarch of 
Jerufalem could make him, nay, the terrors of ex- 
communication which that prelate thundered out a- 
gainft him, could not keep him longer in the Holy 
Land ; and after a long voyage, and various dangers, 
he arrived fafe in hib dominions. His firft care upon 
his return was to have the affair of Banctannus tried 
before him ; and after hearing the witneffes himfelf, 
and examing the various circumftances of that unhap- 
py affair, he w as equitable enough to declare the re- 
gent acquitted of the queen's death. 

The king of Jerufalem, the duke of Auflria, and 
the hofpitallers, after his departure, advanced into 
the enemy's country, and refortified the cattle ofCzefa- 
rea, whiltt the templars and Teutonic knights on the 
other hand built, or rather repaired a fortrefs, fituate 
on an eminence adjoining, which was called the cattle 
of the pilgrims. Thefe two places covered St. John 
d’Acre, and ferved at the fame time to extend their 
contributions upon lands at that time in the hands of 
the infidels. 

After this expedition, the king, the duke of Au- 
ttria, and the two grand matters, and the matter of 
the Teutonics, returned to St. John d'Acre, where 
arrived about the fame time a confiderable fleet of 
Germans, Frieflanders and Dutch, commanded by 
William I. count of Holland, a fuccour which very 
feafonably fupplied the place of that which they had 
juft loft by the precipitate departure of the king of 
Hungary. 

The king of Jerufalem, feeing himfelf fuftained by 
thefe troops of the crufade, and having advice that 
they were like ways preparing a new army in moft of 
the ports of Italy, refolved to carry the war into 
Egypt, thereby to oblige the infidels to abandon Pa- 
leftrne ; and in a great council held, at which were 
prefent the king, the duke of Auftria, the grand 
matters and the bifhops, it was agreed to befiege Da- 
miata, the moft regular fortification of that kingdom. 

This 
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This refolution being taken, they embarked their troops 
at the latter end of May, and fet fail* The Chrifttan 
army in three days time landed in Egypt, and made 
their defcent without any oppofition in a place fituat- 
ed weftward of Damiata, and feparated from it only 
by an arm of the Nile. 

The Chridians at fird met with no refinance, but 
in a large tower or caflle, fortified as well as 
art could make it at that time, built in the 1218. 
middle of that arm of the Nile, and bravely 
defended by the garrifon. My defign is not to enter 
into the detail of all that palled at the attack of this 
advanced work, which covered the town of Damiata : 

I fhall only obferve, after Matthew Paris, that the 
knights of St. John on this occafion fupported their 
ordinary reputation. Thefe warlike friars, tying two 
lhips together to make them deddicr, advance boldly 
to the wall, clap ladders to it, mount through the 
midft of the fire works, javelins and dones, and with- 
out being daunted at the fallof their companions, pufh 
on to gain the top of the rampart. But the mad: of 
one of the Blips failing, the ladders broke, and mod 
of the knights falling into the water, being encumber’d 
with the weight of their armour, were drowned*. The 
lofs of thefe brave foldjers did not cool the courage of 
their companions of the order and the crufade ,* they 
renewed the fealado feveral times, but dill without 
fuccefs, till the Germans at lad clapping a new in- 
vented machine to the walls, made themfelves by that 
means maders of the tower, the taking of which o- 
pened a way for attacking the place. 

Tre fultan forefeeing that the lofs of this advanced 
work would draw after it that of Damiata, is faid to 
have died of grief. The Latin hidorians call this iul- 
tan by the name of Safadine ,* but the Arabians give 
him that of Melic-el-adel-Aboubeker fon of Job: he. 
had fifteen fons, and fome time before his death had 
X 2 divided 

* Hcfpitalariorunn, proh dolor! feala confra&a, fimili moda 
cum malo cecidit, et milites ftrenuos, et alios armatos*. Nilum de- 
merfit. Matt. Paris, ad an. 1218. t. z. p. 301. 
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divided his dominions between the fix eldeft. IWelic- 
el-Camel, the eldeft of all, had Egypt, and Coradine 
Syria Hnran, a town of Mefopotamia, was Achrof’s 
fhare, and Boftra in Arabia, that of Salech' Ifmael ; 
the two next had likcways fome towns for their porti- 
on. The nine others continued in thefe territories, 
under the power of their elder brothers ; and, to pro- 
vide for their fubfiftence, Safadine fettled two of 
them injerufalem, where they enjoyed the tribute that 
the weftern Chriflians paid at the gates of the city ; 
two others difeharged the fame office at Mecca, and 
enjoyed likcways the revenues ariling from the offer- 
ings of the Mahometan pilgrims, who flocked thither 
in great numbers from Afia and Africa ; and as for the 
five laft, they had in all probability fome penfions af- 
florned them fuitablc to their birth and rank in the 
date. 

The Chriflians in the mean while continued the 
flege ofDamiata with great vigour, and received about 
that time new fuccours from the weft. A crufade com- 
pofecl of Italians, French, Germans and Englilh, ar- 
rived in Egypt, and joined the camp. The pope had 
put cardinal d’Albano at the head of this army, as le- 
gate of the holy fee, a prelate proud and haughty, 
lelf-conceited, and one who would always have his 
own opinion carry it in the council of war, before 
even the fentiments of the king and his generals, as if 
die pope, with the bulls of his legation, had given a 
cardinal the talents neceflary to form a great captain. 
The fultan of Egypt on the other hand called in his 
brother the fultan of Syria to his fuccour, a prince 
that loved war, and managed it with fuccefs, but cru* 
el, bloody, and the only one of all the children of Sa- 
fadine that refembled him moft, as well in his vices 
as his valour. 

The young fultan, befides the army which he 
commanded in perfon, made likeways new levies, 
and before he fet out for Egypt, demolifhed the forti- 
fications of Jcrufalem, and leveled the walls, deflgn- 
cd thereby either to flxengthen his army with the gar- 

rifon 
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rifon of the place, or to prevent the Chriftians, who 
he apprehended, if they took Damiata, would return 
into Paleftine, and fortify themfelves in the capital, 
which was the great aim of all their enterprizes. 

This prince in a march of twenty days crolDd the 
deferts which divide that kingdom from Egypt, 
and joined fultan Camel his eldeit brother, who was 
advanced to meet him. After this junction they drew 
near the Chriftian camp, in order to force them to 
raife the liege. The belieged were every day making 
fallies with all their forces, and the befiegers were at 
the fame time obliged to fuftain the attacks of the two 
fultans, who tried all manner of ways to throw fuc- 
cours into the place. 

The Englilh hiftorian, whom I cited above, tells 
us, that the three military orders * were in a manner 
the only perfons^ who were able to make head on 
all fides againft the enemy, and v/ere, as he fays, like 
a wall of brafs, to fhield the reft of the foldiery on all 
occafions ; that the hofpitallers in particular, behaved 
always with extraordinary valour; that in the laft fal- 
ly before the place was taken, the marfnal of the order 
was killed at the head of his company; that many of 
the knights had the fame fate, and that foine were ta- 
ken prifoners. 

The fultan feeing with pain, that he could not car- 
ry his point, and caufe the fiege to be railed, for the 
obtaining a peace, and to fave Damiata, the key of 
his kingdom, he offered the Chriftians to reftore them 
the true crofs that was taken at the battle of Tiberias, 
to deliver up the city of Jerufalem, and even advance 
the money neceffary to rebuild the walls, and repair 
the fortifications. He offered too the caftle of Th- ron, 
and feme other places, but infilled on keeping Carre 
X 3 ° and * 

* Rex verb Jcrufalem, cum templarii*, etdomo Teutonic rum, 
et hofpitalis fanfti Johannis, impeti m pajanorum fuftmierunt 1 
et pro rc 111*0 fucrunt fugientibus, quoties ilias fuas facies' oftende- 
lant. Matt. Paris in Henr. III. ad an. j. 19. 

Tcrnplarii triginta ties capii lunt, vel interfetti, cum ma^efchal- 
lo hofpitalis fanfli Juannis, et fratr.bus quibufdam ejufdcm domus. 
Idem-, tom. p. a. 306. 
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and Montreal, two fortrefies fituated on the edge of 
Arabia, from whence the Chriftian garrifons in their 
excurfions had often carried off the caravans that 
were going out of devotion to Mecca ; and this prince, 
who was religious in his way, according to the 
principles of his fett, chofe rather to fubjett himfelf 
to an annual tribute, than reftore two places, the fol- 
diers of which might difturb the Mahometans in the 
excercife of that part of their religion. 

From the little we know of the chara&er and man- 
ners of thefe different nations it is plain, that we can’t 
confider thefe wars, which lafted fo long, under any 
Other notion than as religious wars, and this in regard 
of the infidels as well as the Chriftians, both making 
it a part of their worfhip, to vifit at leaft once in their 
life, the tomb of the author of their religion. The 
popes and caliphs equally annexed fpiritual recom- 
pences to thofe pious voyages ; and if there came 
fho3ls of Chriftian pilgrims from the w r eft to Jerufalem, 
Mecca drew at leaft as many Mufulmen from Afia and 
Africa, error cloaking itfelf with the fame motives 
as truth. 

This was the reafon which induced the fultan to 
keep the caftles of Carac and Montreal: laving 
1219. this article, that prince wifhed with paffion to 
fee the fiege of Damiata raifed. The king of 
Jerufalem for his part was of opinion to accept of con- 
ditions that anfwered all the wifhes and defires of the 
crufade ; but the legate, who affumed an unlimited 
authority in the army, maintained, that the fultan’s 
propofals ought to be rejected, and that the critical 
moment was come for making an entire conqueft of 
Egypt, the fate of which would determine that of the 
king of Jerufalem. The imperious legate’s fentiment 
prevailed in the council of war over that of the king 
of Jerufalem, who vexed to find that he was not ma- 
iler of his own troops, under pretence of fetching new 
reinforcements, retired to St. John d’Acre. The fuc- 
cefs neverthelefs feemed at £rft to juftify the legate’s 
advice ; Damuta was carried in an attack made by 
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night, or rather was taken for want of men to defend 
it ; the inhabitants and foldiers being all deftroyed, 
either in engagements, or by famine and want of pro- 
vifions, above fourfcore thoufand men having died in 
the place during the liege. The Chriftians entering the 
town found every where a difmal folitude, and the 
few inhabitants they met with in fome hcufes had ftaid 
there only becaufe they were fo weak, that they had 
not ftrength to get out of doors. Cardinal Janies de 
Vitri, who was at this fiege, bought a good number 
of fucking children, defigning to have them baptized ; 
but above five hundred of them, he fays, died foon af- 
ter, in all probability of the famine which they and 
their mothers had fuffered. 

The legate, proud of this good fuccefs, and feeing 
himfelf abfolute mailer of the army, made 
them advance into the heart of Egypt, con- izzo » 
trary to the advice of all the chiefs, and en- 
gaged between the branches of the Nile. The fultan 
opening the lluices, and cutting the banks of the river, 
it overflowed the place where the Chriftians were en- 
camped: they then found themfelves (hut up in an ifland, 
with as little ability to fubfift there as to get out of it; 
this firft misfortune wasToon fucceeded by a famine; 
and the army being ready to ftarve, was forced to 
make a truce of eight days with the infidels. To get 
bread to eat, and liberty to retire, they were obliged 
to quit Damiata, and deliver up all the Haves and 
prifoners that were at Acre andTyre.The Sarazens on 
their part engaged to reftore the true crofs, and all the 
captives they had at Babylon in Egypt, or Grand Cairo 1 
and Damafcus, to conduct the army to a place of fafe- 
ty, and fupply them with provifions in their retreat. 
Every thing was executed punctually on both fldes, 
except the reftititution of the true crofs, which the in- 
fidels in all probability had loft. The Chriftian army 
difperfed after this accident, and the legate’s prefump- 
tion hindered the king of Jerufaiem from recovering 
his kingdom. 


Yet 
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Yet as in public misfortunes every one labours to 
vindicate himfelf at the expence of others, the private 
enemies of the knights of St. John and the templars, 
accufed them to pope Honorius III. of having divert- 
ed to their own profit the vaft fums that were remitted 
out of Europe into Paleftine, for the expences of the 
crufade, and the fubfiftence of the army. This ca- 
lumny having fpread thro’ moll countries of Chriflen- 
dom, the pope thought himfelf obliged to examine 
into it, and wrote upon that occafion to the legate, the 
patriarch, and chief leaders of the army. Public and 
private informations were given in, but they ended 
only in the confufion of-the flanderers. The legate, the 
patriarch, and the principal officers of the army, 
wrote back to the fovereign pontiff, that they heard 
with grief the abominable calumny with which fome 
had endeavoured to blacken the reputation of the mi- 
litary orders; that they themfelves were witneffes to 
the contrary ; and that thefe generous knights had 
fpent the revenues of the two houfes, and exhaufted 
their fubffance to fupply the expence of the fiege ; 
that the order of St. John alone had advanced above 
eight thoufand byzantines ; that they had loft abun- 
dance of their knights, and that purfuant to the fpirit 
of their inftitution, they had prodigally thrown away 
their lives and fortunes in the defence of the Chrifti- 
ans. The pope being acquainted with the truth of 
the matter, to do the knights the juflice that was ow- 
ing to them, ordered' the legate himfelf to proclaim 
their innocence in his name : and this pontiff wrote at 
the fame time to the bifhops of France, England and 
Sicily, to take care in their feveral dioceffes to extin- 
guifh fo black a calumny. “ We will, and require 
“ you, adds the pope*, to honour, love and chcrifh 
“ them, as the nobieil defenders cf cliriftianity.” 

There 

* Volnmus et pra?cipimus, ut cos tanquam veros Chrifti atHletas 
et pnccipuos Chriil anse fi.’ei defen fores ftwdeatis honoiare, dili- 
grre ac fovere, ecrum fuper hoc dcctarantes irmocentiam, tt fidci 
virtutes conftannr.m p. jedicantes. Jr. archive Faticano, tx rcfijhe 
JIcncrii III. ten, ? , fol. 30. 
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There could be no furer proof given at that time 
of the purity- of a perfon’s faith, and his adherence to 
the holy fee, than by taking the habit of one of the 
military orders ; feveral princes themfelves, and many 
of the greatefl lords would die, and be buried with 
the crofs. ’Twas with this view that Raimond count 
of Tholoufe and marquefs of Provence took the habit. 
’Tis well known, that this prince, one of the greatefl 
and moft powerful feodatories of the crown of France, 
was fufpe&ed of having caufed a legate of the pope’s 
to be difpatched, and of favouring the Albigenfes, 
and on that account was joined in an excommunicati- 
on pronounced againfl thefe heretics his fubjeds, 
and in confequence thereof, deprived of the greatefl 
part of his dominions. There was nothing of fo mor- 
tifying and humbling a nature in canonical penances 
but he fubmitted to it, in order to get free from that 
fatal cenfure; but thole who had lhared in the fpoil; 
kept the doors of the church always Ihut againft him, 
for fear of opening him a door into his dominions. 
They would willingly have owned him as a catholic, 
if he could have been brought to renounce the county 
of Thouloufe. In fine, that prince, who had fo much 
reafon to preferve the dominions which he derived 
from his anceflors for young Raimond his fon, thought 
he fhould find better accefs, and lefs difficulty with 
the pope, than with his legates and miniilers, and re- 
folved to go to Rome. As foon as he arrived there, 
he demanded an audience of the pope, which was ea- 
fily granted. The pope confidermg the birth, the 
dignity and age of that prince, received him in full 
confiflory. Raimond, after mentioning the greatnefs 
of his anceflors, their viitues, and the purity of their 
religion, made a confeffion of his faith, and laying his 
hand upon his breafl, to vouch the truth of his dif- 
courfe, he proteiled by all that is dear to a Chriflian, 
that he had never departed from the principles of the 
faith, nor from the fubmiflion he owed to the vicar of 
Jefus Chrifl. He infilled next on the fhameful pe- 
nance which the legates had impofed upon him, and 

which 
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which he had gone through in the town of St. Giles, 
where he was dragged in fight of his fubje&s, with a 
halter about his neck, and lafhed in the moft ignomi- 
nious manner. He denied abfolutely the murder of the 
legate that had been the caufe of it ; and concluded 
with complaining of Simon de Montferrat, general of 
the league againil the Albigenfes, who under the veil 
of religion fought only to raife himfelf a great ellate 
and poffelfions in Languedoc. 

Ir is faid, that the pope could not refrain from 
tears at the relation of this prince’s misfortunes, and 
that he wrote likeways to the legates in his favour : 
but whether they were perfuaded that Raimond was 
an heretic in his heart, or whether they only pretend- 
ed it, to perpetuate an inquifition, the whole autho- 
rity of which was veiled in them, they paid little re- 
gard to the pope’s orders. This prince, to undeceive 
the public at leaft, fome time after his return from 
Italy, declared by a public and authentic deed, that, 
he obliged himfelf to take the habit and crofs of the 
hofpitaliers, and that in cafe he was prevented by 
death, his intention was, that they Ihould bury him 
in the church of the hofpitaliers at Tholoufe : there 
was not in that age a more authentic mark of perfect 
catholicifm. 

His hillorian relates, that from that time this 
prince, in imitation of the hofpitaliers, fed a certain 
number of poor every day, and caufed them to be 
cloathed annually. He was feen, fays he, every morn- 
ing at the church of Notre-Dame de la Daurade on 
his knees, and bare-headed, making long and fervent 
prayers ; and in a word, pradifing all the exercifcs of 
a true hofpitaller. ’Twas in this difpofition that he 
was feized with a fit of an apoplexy. He fent immedi- 
ately forjourdain abbot of St. Sernin, to reconcile him 
to the church, and give him the facraments, and at 
the fame time the hofpitaliers of Tholoufe were made 
acquainted with the extremity the prince was redu- 
ced to. But when the abbot of St. Sernin arrived, he 
had loll his fpeech, yet he lifted up his eyes to heaven ^ 
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his hands were joined together, he gave all the figns 
of repentance that can- be required of a good Chridi- 
an, and in his looks might be read the fentiments of 
his heart. The hofpitallers of St. John coming in hade, 
threw over him a mantle of the order, which fome 
were for pulling off, under pretence of the excommu- 
nication ; but the count held it fall with his hands, 
and devoutly killing the crofs fowed upon the mantle* 
he died prefently after ; and the abbot of St. 

Sernin, frighted as he was with the thunder 1221. 
of the Vatican, with which that prince was 
Itruck, could not help faying to the danders by, “ Pray 
“ to God for him, I believe him faved?’ He pretend- 
ed too to keep his body, becaufe he died in his parilh; 
but the young prince would have his father’s intenti- 
ons obferved. The hofpitallers carried him into their 
houfe, which he had chofen for his burial. Vet by 
reafon of the excommunication, they durd not bury 
him in the church, but put him decently in a coffin, 
where his skull was found whole in 1630. 

France in the year following loft king Philip II e 
and the order of the hofpitallers a generous 
benefactor. This prince falling ill, and find- 1222. 
ing himfelfin a weak condition, made his will; July 14, 
and, among a great number of pious legacies, * 

beqeathed one hundred thoufand livres to the king of 
Jerufalem for the defence of the Holy Land, and the 
like fum to the hofpitallers of St. John and the tem- 
plars •. Brother Guerin or Garin, fird minider who 
had fuggeded thefe holy legacies to the king' was 
named executor, together with Bartholomew de Roye 
chamberlain of France, and brother Aimer treafurer 
of the temple. The queen, after the king her huf- 
band’s death, founded a priory at Corbeil for thirteen 

chaplains 

4 See le miroir Hiflor. 1 . 13. c. p. 160. 

1 Philippus viam univerfae carnisingreditur, relinquens tria 
millia librarum Parifienfium in fubfidium Terras Sandtee, .centum 
millia in manibus regis Joannis, et centum mijlia in manibus 
magiftri hofpitalis, et centum millia in manibus magiftri templi, 
Sanut.l.3. C. IO. p. 2ZO, 
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chaplains of the order of the hofpitallers, upon con- 
dition of fa) ing there every day three mafies, for the 
reft of the foul of that great prince. The foundation 
was approved by the grand matter dc M ontaigu, and 
by the council of the order, and confirmed by the bull s 
of pope Honorius III. 

In the mean time, as the affair of the Holy Land 
was at that time the common affair of all 
1223. Chriftendom, a famous aflcmbiy was held at 
Ferentino, in the Campagna di Roma, to 
confidcr of fuccours to be fent thither. Pope Hono- 
rius III. and the emperor Frederic II. came to Feren- 
tino, the one from Rome, and the other from his 
kingdom of Sicily ; and from beyond fea arrived John 
king of Jerufalem, the patriarch of that city, the le- 
gate Pelagius, the bilhop of Bethlehem, Guerin de 
Montaigu grand matter of the hofpitallers, a com- 
mander of the templars, and Herman de Saltza, fourth 
matter of the Teutonic or German knights. The 
pope pretted the emperor to perform the promife he 
made when he put on the crofs, of leading in perfon a 
powerful f uccour to the Holy Land : and to engage 
him in the affair, the emprefs Conftantia his wife be- 
ing dead, Herman de Saltza propofed a match be- 
tween him and the princefs Yolante, only daughter 
and heirefs of the king of Jerufalem. The matter of 
the Teutonics managed this negociation fo skilfully, 
that the marriage was agreed on, and the emperor 
promifed with an oath to go into Palettine, in two 
years from the next midfummer. He afterwards mar- 
ried the princefs, but contrary to his exprefs promife 
given to the king of Jerufalem, of letting him-enjoy 
that kingdom for his life, he obliged him, by a forced 
abdication, to refign the crown. The pope was me- 
diator of this great affair : it was the intereft of thefe 
pontiffs to remove the fovereigns of Europe, and efpe- 
cially of Italy, as far from their countries as might be. 
The emperor’s voyage and refidence in Palettine rid 
him of the prefence of a mighty prince, who would 
abate nothing of his fovereign authority ; fo finding 
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his own intereft at Frederic’s being at a dittance, and, 
to make fo harfh a proceeding appear lefs odious in 
the eyes of Brienne, he reprefented to him, that fo po- 
tent a prince as Frederic would defend the Holy Land 
with more zeal and warmth, and that he would make 
much greater efforts if he fought for his own interefts, 
than if he was only to defend a crown which he 
faw actually upon another’s head, and the fucceffion 
whereof could not but appear to hi*m at a great di- 
ttance. John de Brienne gave his confent to what he 
could not help. 

The pope did not fail to notify this new difpofition 
to mod: of the fovereigns of Europe, that they might 
ferve as witneffes of the emperor’s engagements. The 
late king of Jerufalem, and the grand matter of the 
hofpitailers, travelled afterwards over France, Spain, 
England and Germany, to obtain fuccours. France 
immediately paid in all the money which Philip Au- 
guttus had left by his will for fo holy an expedition. 
Thibaud count of Champagne, and king of Navarre, 
who was joined by Peter deDreux, formerly count of 
Bretagne, and feveral French lords, Richard earl of 
Cornwall, brother to Henry III. king of England, 
and a great number of Englifh gentlemen, put on the 
crofs ; but they fet out for the Holy Land mott of them 
at different times. The emperor had fent his lieute- 
nants before with a good body of troops, till, as he 
faid, he could go thither in perfon : But as Palettine 
was then dettitute of the prefence of its king, and 
without any chief or fufficient authority, mott of thefe 
fuccours became unferviceable through the different 
views of the commanders. There was no regular de- 
fign formed and purfued; one made a truce with the 
infidels, and another broke it, without conffdering 
the injury that fuch a conduft mutt do to the affairs 
and reputation of the Chrittians. The military orders 
too were ftill divided; every one’s aim was lolely for 
himfelf ; and when the grand matter of the holpital- 
lers returned to St. John d’Acre, he found Palettine 
in a manner without any government, and dettitute of 
Vol. I. Y that 
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that bond fo neceffary in civil fociety, and which 
makes all the members join together, to promote the 
common good of the date. 

The count of Tripoli, a fierce and enterprizing 
prince, had taken the advantage of his abfence to 
leize feveral cables, which either belonged to the or- 
der, or were in their cuftody. He feized likeways a 
houf. of theirs at Tripoli, where he caufed one of the 
knights to be flayed alive, and another that oppofed 
thcle violences to be dabbed*. The grand mailer, at 
his return, demanded fatisfa&ion for thefe cruelties; 
but not obtaining it, he wrote to the pope, who uf- 
cd his good offices and remondrances with the count, 
but in vain. The fovercign pontiff was obliged at lad 
to excommunic te h m; but neither was this fufRcient 
to bring him to a compliance. Then the grand ma- 
iler, with the pope’s leave, entering the count's terri- 
tories at the head of the liofpitallers, the fight of thofe 
troops made more impreffion on that cruel and favage 
prince than all the thunders of the Vatican. Rai- 
mond made the order a reafonable fatisfa&ion for the 
injuries he had done them, and redored all that he 
had ufurped. The grand ni after, at the pope's indance, 
threw likeways part of his troops into Cyprus, on 
pretence that the coads of that idand were frequently 
infeded by Cof fairs : but the true reafon was, to hin- 
der at tire fame time Raimond prince of Antioch, who 
had married queen Alice, widow of king Hugh, from 
feizing on that kingdom, to the prejudice of Henry, 
who was dill a minoi k . 

The emperor being employed in Lombardy againd 
the rebel town?, which had entered into a league 
1225. to throw off his authority, defired the pope to 
difpenfe with his voyage to the Holy Land for 
two years longer. The fovercign pontiff granted his 

requed, 

a Domum ipfam quam ipfi habent apud Tripol.m capiens vio- . 
lenter, rabie concitatus diabolica, unum ex ipfis exconari, <t ali- 
tim, ut dicitur, occidi fecit, pneter id quod quibufdam eorum 
crudelitcr, et honefte traftatis damna eis gravia et injurias irro- 
gavit, Rainaldi, tom. 13. iaz6. nunx. 55. j6. 57. p. 639 et 
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requeft, upon the following conditions ithatattheterm 
of two years, ending in Auguft, he fhould go over in- 
perfon within that time ; that for the two years fol- 
lowing he fhould maintain two thoufand knights 
there ; that at three different times he fhould defray 
the paffage of two thoufand other knights, with their 
equipages, at three horfes a knight ; that he fhould 
keep fifty gallies well mann’d in the port of St. John 
d’Acre ; that he fhould depofite an hundred thoufand 
ounces of gold for the expence of this armament, in 
the hands of John de Brienne the patriarch, and the 
matter of the Teutonic order ; and in cafe it fhould 
pleafe God to take him out of the world, before he 
could pafs into the Holy Land, or his voyage fhould 
be deferred, that then this great fum fhould be difpof- 
ed of according to the advice of the grand matters of 
the hofpitallers and temjrlars ; all which conditions 
the emperor lubmitted to, as appears from that prince’s 
diploma recited by Rainaldi a . 

Frederic, having obtained the time he moved for, 
employed it honourably in making preparations fmc- 
able to fo great an enterprize. An hundred gallies 
and fifty Blips were fitted out by his orders, in tne 
ports of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily; and feve- 
ral German princes, with an infinite number of the 
crufade, repaired to Brundufium. In the middle of 
Auguft, A. D. 1227, that is, within the term n '• i 
ttipulated with the pope, tire emperor himfelf embark- 
ed with a fleet that carried near forty thoufand men: 
but after three days fail he fell Tick, as did alfo feve- 
ral princes and lords of his court, and among the reft, 
the landgrave of Heffe. The landgrave’s illnefs grow- 
ing dangerous, the phyficians were of opinion, that 
Y 2 the 

a Et fi nos, quod Deus avertat, in terra ilia vel citra, ante paf- 
flsgium memoxatum obire contigerit, vel alias quacunque de cau fa 
foifitan non tranfierimus, rex et patriarcha, et magifter domus 
Teutonicorum, ad laudem et confilium magiftrorum hnfpitalis et 
templi, ac aliorum proborum hominum dc terra expendent ean- 
dem pecuniam bona fide ficut melius viderint expedPre utilitati 
Terr* Sand*. Rain. tom. 13. ad. ann, 1225. num.4. p, 347. 
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rhe land air would be of more benefit to him than 
all the remedies of their art; they thereupon put into 
the port of Tarento, where the landgrave died, leav- 
ing his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Andrew king of 
Hungary, in a flate of widowhood, a princefs not a- 
bovc twenty years of age, and of great virtue. The 
emperor efcaped with only fome fits of an ague ; but 
pope Gregory IX. (who had juft fucceeded Honorius 
(11.) a pontiff that treated fovercigns with a high 
hand, being perfuaded, notwithftanding the land- 
grave's death, that the emperor's illnefs was a mere 
pretence, excommunicated him publicly in the great 
church of Anagni, where he then was. The iove- 
reign pontiff ufhered in this folemn ceremony with a 
fermon, in which he took for his text thefe words of 
the gofpcl, “ It muft needs be that offences come 
and enlarging much upon St. Michael’s victory over 
the dragon, he fell abruptly upon the excommunica- 
tion, which he was going to thunder out againft the 
emperor. I give this fhort tafte of the pope’s ftyle, 
becaufe the ftyle oftentimes fhews the genius and cha- 
racter of the age. Gregory wrote afterwards circular 
letters to all the bifhops, to acquaint them with the 
Severity he thought himfelf obliged to ufe with regard 
to that prince : he had fixed, fays the pope in that let- 
ter, the month of Auguft, A. D. 1227. for the laft 
moment of his departure ; and yet he was fcarce at fea 
a few days before, under pretence of ficknefs, he landed 
again, and returned to enjoy a lazy life as ufual. The 
pontiff, writing in particular to the bifhops of Apulia, 
lays, “ Since the emperor Frederic; negleCled his own 
“ falvation, and deferred performing the vow he had 
“ made of going to the Holy Land, we have drawn 
“ againft him the medicinal fword of St. Peter, pub- 
“ hiking, out of our great tendernefs for him, the fen- 
u tence of excommunication againft him.” 

The emperor, furprized and provoked at the pope’s 
conduft, fent on his part a public letter, by 
122S. way of manifefto, to all the fovereigns ofChri- 
llendom, wherein, after appealing to God for 
the reality of the ficknefs, which had forced him to 

put 
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put afhore, he complains, in very bitter terms, of the 
pope’s precipitation, and declared, that he would put 
to lea again as foon as he had recovered his health. 
In the letter that he wrote in particular to the king of 
England, which Mathew Paris has t.anfmitted down 
to us, he runs out into inveftives agamli the court of 
Rome : “ The Romans, fays he, are inflamed with 
“ fuch a paflion for fcraping money together out of 
“ all the countries of Chrirtendom, that after drain- 
“ ing the revenues of particular churches, they are 
“ not afhamed to rob even fovtreign princes, and en- 
“ deavour to make crowned heads their tributaries. 
94 You have yourfelf, fays he to the king of England, 
“ had a very fenfible proof of this, in the perlon of 
king John your father. You have ’■hat of the count 
“ of Tholoufe, and of fo many other princes, whofe 
(< dominions they have laid under interdicts, which 
“ they would never take off till they had put on their 
“ chains, and fubmitted to be flaves What may not 
“ be faid of the unheard-of exactions which they im- 
lc pofe upon the clergy, and the open or p?l T iat?d ufu- 
4< ries with which they infeft the whole Lhriflian 
“ world ? And yet, in fpite of thefe notorious rob- 
“ beries, thefe blood-fuckers would palm the coi r" of 
Rome upon us for the church our mother. The 
i( fprit and conduct of both fhew us plainly the dif- 
i{ ference between them. The court of Rome lends its 
i( legates into all quarters, with power to punifh, iuf- 
“ pend and excommunicate ; whereas the true church, 
i( actuated by a fpirit of charity, fends ou ther mi miters 
** only to propagate the word of God ; the one aims 
44 at nothing but amafling wealth, and gathering where 
“ fhe has not lowed, but the other h ,s deported her 
treafures in holy monaflerics, to provide for the 
** poor and pilgrims ; and yet thefe Romans, unwor- 
44 thy of that honourable name, without either 
44 courage or nobility, fwelled with a vain opinion of 
44 their learning, would fain fet themfelves up above 
44 kings and smperors. In a word, adds that prince, 
4i the church was founded upon poverty and finqli. 

Y 3 u City, 
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c r ty, and no body can lay any other foundat : on 
11 than that which was laid by Jefus Chrift himfelr, 
“ who is the corner flone, as well as architect there- 
« of-.” 

Though there is no excufing the rough language 
that runs throughout this letter, yet it is certain, that 
the popes often made ufe of this pretext of the cru- 
fades, to keep princes and their fubjedls in a depen- 
dence on the court of Rome : nor is it lefs true, that 
moll fovereigns, on the other hand, were not forry to 
fee the dukes, counts, and other great vaffals of their 
crowns, go abroad on thefe remote expeditions, and, 
by their abfcnce, which was often followed by their 
death, leave them a more abfolute authority in their 
dominons. Thus did intereft and ambition make their 
advantage of a pious inflitution, which was originally 
defigned only to deliver the churches of the eall from 
the tyranny of the infidels. 

In the mean time the two grand makers of the hof- 
pitallers and templars, and moll of the prelates of Pa- 
lefline, wrote to the pope, acquainting him with the 
miferable and calamitous Hate to which they were re- 
duced, by the emperor's not arriving in Augufl. The 
militia of the cruiade, fay they, which were come into 
Syria, to the number of near forty thoufand men, are 
gone back into the weft, on board the fame fhips that 
brought them : there are only about eight hundred 
knights that flay behind, and thefe all demand leave 
to return, or infill that we break the truce. A coun- 
cil was held upon this occafion; and the duke of Lim- 
burg, who commands here for the emperor, was of 
opinion to begin the war again ; but it was argued, that 
this would be a dangerous undertaking, with forces fo 
much inferior to thofe of the Sarazcns; and that w ith- 
al it was. not very honourable to break a treaty which 
had been confirmed by the moll folemn oaths. Thofe 

of 

a SeU alivd fundamentum nemo poteft popere, pr.Tter illud 
ejuod fofitum eft a Domino Jeiu, ac ftabilitum. Matt. Paris in 
H'.cr. III. A. D, 1228. p. 347. et 348 
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of the council, who were of the duke’s fentiments, re- 
plied, that the pope having in general excommunicat- 
ed all fuch of the crufade as did not a&ually repair to 
the Holy Land, though he knew very well, that the 
truce was to lafi two years longer, it was plain, that 
th'e vifible head of the church did not expert that 
they fhould keep it. Hereupon they have refolved to 
march to Jerufalem ; and in order to come the eafier 
at it, and to facilitate the conquefi of that capital, 
they have determined to fecure Cefarea and Jaffa, 
the fortifications of which were afterwards to be re- 
built. 

The letter ended with very prefiing inftancesfor new 
fuccours. The pope inferred a copy of it in one of his 
letters, which he addreffed to all the Chrifiian world, 
bearing date December 23d, 1 227 ; from whence it is 
no difficult matter to conclude, that it was his inten- 
tion they fhould break the truce that had been made 
with the infidels. 

In the mean time, he continued thundering againfl 
the emperor with more animofity than zeal; 
he even excommunicated him afrefh upon 1228. 
Maundy Thurfday : but the Roman ba- March 23. 
rons, and all the people, fcandalized at the 
pope’s paffion, and to fee him treat a Chrifiian empe- 
ror, and king of the Romans, in fo fhameful a man- 
ner, took up arms in his favour. 

The pontiff, who faw v/ith pain, that he was not 
mafier in the capital of the Chrifiian' world, retired 
to Perugia with all his court. The emperor was not 
fatisfied with only driving him out of Rome. That 
prince, cruel and revengeful in his nature, ufed great 
feverities towards all whom he thought attached to the 
pope. The hofpitallers and templars, devoted to the 
interefts of the holy fee, fuffered cruel perfections 
from the emperor’s officers in the dominions that he 
poffelTed in Italy ‘j they turned thefe knights, under 

various 

2 Turn etiam quia templarios et hofpitalarics bonis mobilibus, 
ct immobilibus quae habebant in regno, teme re fpolibant Rain, 
ad. ann. 12.8, 
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various pretences, out of the lands which they poficlH- 
ed, took all from them, even to their very Haves, 
and plundered their houfes. The emperor did not 
flop here; but, to make the pope feel the weight of his 
refen tment, he fent troops into his territories, who ra- 
vaged Marca d’ Ancona, and the patrimony of St. Pe- 
ter ; and, as if he had a mind to infult the power*of 
the keys, he made ufe, in this expedition, of Sarazen 
foldiers his fubjcfls in Sicily, that their incredulity 
might make them proof againil excommunication. 

This we learn from a l.tter of the pope’s dire&ed 
to the bifhops of Apulia : “ That we might not feem, 
44 fays the pontiff, to complement men to the preju- 
“ dice of the church’s intereft, we have publicly ex- 
° commun.cated the emperor Frederic for not going 
“ to the Holy Land, or fupplying the money and 
44 troops he had promifed, and for dripping the hof- 
44 pitalkrs and templars of their polfeflions in the 
« kingdom of Sicily. We followed this excommuni- 
44 cation with a general interdict upon all churches, 
44 where he fhall offer to afhrt at divine fervice ; and 
44 if, notwithflanding our juft inhibition, he does af- 
44 fid th^re, we fhall proceed anew againft him as 
44 againfl a declared heretic. In fine, if he conti- 
« nues to defpife the cenfures of the church, we fhall 
44 ablolve all thole that have fworn fidelity to him of 
44 their oath, particularly his fubjefts in Sicily, be- 
44 caufe, according to the fentiments of pope Urban 
44 II. we are not obliged to keep faith with thofe that 
44 oppofe God and his faints, and defpife their com- 
44 mands.” A maxim dire&ly oppofite to that ofje- 
fus Chriil, who faid, 44 That his kingdom was not 
44 of this world, and that we mud render to Cefarthe 
44 things that be Cefar’s.” 

Yet, whether the emperor feared the confequences 
of thefe threats, or was apprehenfive that John de 
Brienne, who had made only a forced abdication of 
the crown of Jerufalcm, might get before him, and 
re edablilh Inml'elf on the throne of Pakdine, he re- 
folved at lad to fet out upon his voyage thither. But 

before 
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before he embarked, to hinder the pope from taking 
any advantage of his abfence, he wrote him word, 
that he had left full powers withRinaldo duke of Spo- 
letto, to make an amicable determination of all diffe- 
rences between them. The pope was far from approv- 
ing a voyage, that feemed to render the excommunica- 
tion null ; and therefore wrote back to him, that he 
expected he fhould not crofs the fea as one of the cru- 
fade, till he was abfolved from the cenfures of the 
church. But the emperor, not regarding this prohi- 
bition, embarked at Brundufium, and arrived happi- 
ly in the port of St. John d’Acre, on September Sth, 
A. D. 1228. 

The patriarch with' his clergy, the two grand ma- 
ilers of the hofpitallers and templars at the head of 
their knights, the magiflrates, and all the nobility and 
gentry then in Acre, went to receive him at landing, 
with all the marks of refpeCl due to his dignity. But 
orders coming afterwards from the pope to the patri- 
arch, to denounce him publicly excommunicated, 
with an exprefs injunction to the military orders not to 
obey him *, brother Guerin de Montaigu, grand ma- 
iler of the hofpitallers, and the grand mailer of the 
templars adling by concert, refufed openly to join the 
army, if the emperor gave the word of command in 
it*. Though this prince had but eight hundred 
horfe, and ten thouiand foot, yet he took the field, 
and advanced towards Jaffa, the fortifications of 
which they had refolved fhould be rebuilt before they 
engaged in the fiege of Jerufalem. The emperor, 
befides thefe troops, was likeways followed by the 
Teutonic knights, who, being his fubjeCls did not 
think themfelves obliged to pay any deference to the 
pope’s orders. The hoipkallers and templars, though. 

they 

1 Prohibentur quoque hofpitalarii, tempi rii ct Alimanni illi 
attendere, v e l in al quo obed rie. Idem lib. 3. part 1 1- c. 12. 
p.213. 

b Chron, de Nangis. ad. an. 1252. ex Spied, tom. 11. p. 521, 


2 6 2 Hijlory of the Knights of Malta. 

they would not join the body of the army, followed 
at a diftance, for fear the Chriflians fhould fall 
1228. into i'ome ambufcade of the Sarazens. The 
emperor being very fenfible how necellary their 
fuccour was to him, thought it belt to diffemble a lit- 
tle in fuch a junflure. He confented tp a negotiation; 
and alter le vral expedients had been propofed, it 
was ag e d, that, without mentioning the emperor, 
the council of war fhould iflue out orders in the name 
of God and Chriilendom ®; and after this precaution, 
which the kni o hts thought themfelvcsobfged to take, 
upon account f the pope’s orders, they joined the ar- 
my which marched without oppoftion to Jaffa, and 
reftored the fortifications of the place. 

After the emperor’s departure, Rinaldo moved 
for an audience of the pope ti treat of peace; but the 
pontiff refufed to hear him : fo Rinaldo continued to 
make war upon the pope’s fubjefls, pillaging the 
op^n country, and taking towns ; and it is reported, 
that in the heat of aflion, and the tranfport that at- 
tends the carrying cf places fword in hand, fome 
priefls and clergymen were killed, others maimed, 
and feveral hanged. 

“ The emperor, fays the pope in one of his letters 
“ written to cardinal Romanus, makes ufeof the Sara- 
“ zens, his fubjefls, to deftroy the houfes of the hof- 
“ pitallers and templars, who have hitherto preferved 
“ what is left of the Holy Land with their blood b .” 
He adds, that the templars having, upon a certain oc- 
cafion, recovered, by force of arms, the effects belong- 
ing to them, which the Sarazens had carried off, a lieu- 
tenant of the emperor’s came up, wrefted them out of 

their 

1 Magiftri hofpitalis fanfli Joannis et tcmpli refponderuat, quia 
fimmo pontifice, et cuiobedire v lebant, erant prohibit! ei obfe- 
qui vel parere, pro utilitate tame 1 terr:r et populi chrittiani parati 
erant juxta alios perpere, dummodo pra^cepta vel banna ex parte 
fua nullatenus procLmarentur. Sanut. ibid, 

b Chriftianis odium exhibet manifeftum ad exterminandas demus 
hofpitalis et fratrum militke tcmpli, per quas reliquiae Terr* vSanc- 
tae ha&enus funt obfervat^e. Matt. Paris. ad arm, 1228. p. 348* 
ct 349- 
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their hands by main force, and gave them back to the 
infidels : “ For, continues the pope, thofe knights, fo 
£( brave in their perfons, and fo terrible to the Sara- 
te zens, profefs by their inftitution, never to draw 
C{ their fwords againfl Chriftians * . This lieutenant 
<( moreover turned them out of their houfes, and 
“ took from them an hundred infidel flaves, which the 
“ the two orders had in the convents of the two Sici- 
e< lies : it looks as if his defign was to deftroy the 
“ two orders, or at leaft to reduce them to depend 
c< for the future entirely upon the emperor.” 

The pope, to oppofe fomething more terrible to the 
emperor than excommunications and manifesto's, levi- 
ed two armies, putting at the head of the firft John de 
Brienne, whom the emperor had forced to abdicate 
the crown of Jerufalem ; the counts of Celano and 
Roger d’Aquila, fubjedts of Frederic, but rebels againfl 
him, and protedled by the pope, commanded the o- 
ther ; and in this war the leaders of both pa’ ties com- 
mitted unfpeakable cruelties, as if the popes foldiers 
were afraid of being out-done in inhumanity by the 
Sarazens in the emperor’s army. 

Thomas Daquin, one of the emperor’s lieutenants, 
did not fail to give him advice of it. “ The 
“ pope's troops, fays he in his letter, b burn 1229. 
11 villages, carry off the catde, imprifon the 
<e inhabitants, and oblige them, by force of torments, 
“ to raniom themfelves. There is no fort of cruelty 
et but they exercife it on your fubjedts, without con- 
<e fidering that they commit all thefe violences in the 
“ territories of a Chriflian emperor, who is adlually 
in arms for the defence of the Holy Land. All the 
“ cl.rgy of the empire cry out, and demand with what 
(S confcience the common father of Chriftians can 
t{ make war on the firft prince in Chriftendom ; and 
<c whether he has forgot that when St. Peter was draw- 
%e ing his fword, our Lord ordered him to put it up in 
u the fcabbard, faying, whoever fmiteth with the 

“ fword, 

8 I. fis non audentibus, juxtn ordinis fui inftituta, manum ar/nr.* 
tamcont a Chriftianos en^ere. v att. Paris, p. ibid, 
h Matt, Pans, ad an. 1229. p. 3^3, 
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« fword, /hall perifh by the fword. They are aftonifh- 
«< ed too, how a perfon, that excommunicates robbers 
“ and incendiaries every day, can now thunder out 
“ the cenlures of the church againft the king of the 
«< Romans. Take proper meafures, fir, for the fecuri- 
“ ty of your people, and withal of your own perfon ; 
«« for John de Brienne, who refufes you the auguft 
<* title of emperor, has fhips in readinefs, in moil of 
<< the ports of Italy, to furprize you in your return." 

The emperor had advice afterwards, by other let- 
ters, that the pope's generals, after driving the Impe- 
rialifts out of Marca d'Ancona, had forced them to 
retire into the kingdom of Naples; that they had 
feized St. Germans, and moil of the other towns in 
that kingdom, as far as Capua. That the pontiff's 
emiflaries had prevailed with feveral towns * in Lom- 
bardy to take up arms in his favour ; that this new 
alliance made war upon fuch other places as kill pre- 
ferved their allegiance to the empire, and that the pope 
had fent a legate in their army, who directed all the 
fleps of it. "This was the fource of the two factions 
fo remarkable in hiftory by the name of Guelphs and 
Gibbelins ; the firft of which declared for the popes, 
and the other ranged themfelves under the banner of 
the empire. 

Frederic, enraged at this news, and regarding 
the pope no longer under any other notion than that 
of his mortal enemy, refolved to return in all hafte for 
Italy, to defend his own dominions. But that he 
might quit Paleftine with fome fhew of honour, he 
caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that his perfon 
was not fafe, and that the hofpitallers and templars, at 
the pope's inftigation, were endeavouring to deliver 
him up to the Sarazens. This Matthew Pans, a con- 
temporary hiftorian, relates, with more par icular cir- 
cumftances, and fays, that * the inhabitants of the Ho- 
ly Land, and efpecially the templars and hofpitallers, 

inftigated 

a Milan, Verona, Piacenza, Vercelli, LT, Alexandria, Tre- 
\ifo, Pa. ua, Vicenza, Turin Novara, Mantua, Biefcia, Bolog- 
na et Faenza. 

> Matt. Paris, ad an. 1223. p. 358. 
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infli gated by the: devil and the father of difcord,and urg- 
ed by therevengelullpirit ot the pope, gave fecret advice 
to the fultan of Egypt, that the emperor was to go, out 
of devotion, to baihe in the river Jordan, and that he 
would perform the journey on foot, and with a fmall 
retinue, fo that he might eafily difpatch him, or at 
leaitfeize his ptrfon : That the fultan, upon receipt of 
this iecter, the leal of which he knew, conceived an 
utter abhorrence of the pcrfidioufnefs of thefe knights, 
and that, far from making any nfe of it, that prince ge- 
neroufly fent the letter to the emperor, who had al- 
ready received feveral intimations of this traitorous de- 
lign ; that his Imperial majefty diffembled his know- 
ledge of it, till a proper time came to revenge the inju- 
ry ; and that this was the true reaion of the hatred he 
flic wed afterwards to thefe two m J t.uy orders. It 
mull neverthclefs be owned •, adds Matthew Paris, that 
the templars were more bl imed for this piece ot treach- 
ery tnan the knights of St. John. 

However that be, as the emperor wanted only z 
pretext of quitting the Holy Land without diflionour 
to himfelf, he entered privately into a negotiation 
with the lultan of Egypt for a trace, which was con- 
cluded for ten years. He pubhihed afterwards the 
conditions of it, which coniiited chiefly, as he faid, 
in the reflitution of Jerufalem, which the fukan gave 
up to the emperor, with the cities Bethlehem, Naza- 
reth, Thoron and Sidon ; allowing him likeways the 
liberty of repairing the fortifications of thefe places, 
and of rebuilding the walls of Jerufalem ; which city 
was left entirely to his difpofal, except the temple, 
which, with die court and inclofure about it, was to 
remain in the hands of the infidels, with the privilege 
of the f ee exercife of their religion in it. 

This treat/ being executed, a great number of 
Chnftian families, upon the emperor’s word, return- 
ed t ' ^ruial m Some monkb, and even nuns, drawn 
b) « iiv hol.neia of the place, took pofleflion again of 

Vol. I Z "their 

* Wru f taroen hofpi'alarii m.nnrrm notam infamra? fLper hec 
fa£tc cciit*axeiunt. Alan. Pau^, aiiji. 1229* p* 357* 
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their convent -, and began to repair them 1 . Bat it was 
not long before th.y ditcovered the illufionof the treaty 
which had nothing real in it but a defign of amufing 
the Chriftians of the eaft, and impofmg on thofe of the 
we ft». For the emperor, inftead of raiftng again the 
fortifications of the towns, which he pretended were 
veilded to him, though this was neceffary to fecure 
die poifeffion of them to the Latin Chriftians, rejected 
wi h contempt the oflhrs made him by the hofpitallers 
and t'unplars, of contributing to put thofe places in a 
condition of defence : So they continued ftill difman- 
tied and confequently in the power of the infidels, 
who’ were then mailers of the field, with forces infi- 
nitdy fuperior to thofe of the Chriftians ; and the em- 
peror having ailed, as we may fay, this come- 
I22 9- dy in the eaft, embarked in the month of 
May, and arrived happily in his kingdom of Sicily. ^ 
The war refumed a new vigour from the emperor s 
rrefence. That prince, who was a great Soldier, car- 
ried it on with better fuccefs than the pope’s generals ; 
he drove them out of moil of the places they had feized 
h his abfence. John de Bricnne likeways quitted the 
command of the army of the holy-fee, and returned in- 
to France to prepare for his voyage to Conilantinople, 
whither he had been invited aft^r Robert de Courtenay’s 
death to take care of the empire. r i he pope, del- 
pairing to get the bettter of his enemy by temporal 
arms had recourfe to fpiritual ones, which he managed 
with much better fuccefs ; and, after renewing the ex- 
communication againil the emperor, he added this 
claufe to it : “ And forafmuch as that prince, out oi a 
« yifible contempt of excommnnication, has made no 
« p e p of fubmiflion to our orders, we declare all his 
“ fubiefts abfolved of their oath of fidelity to hnn.” 
A terrible attempt, which authorized the revolt of all 


* Vide etifl. Geroldi pariarc. Hicr. idem ibid, 
fc eibi frauibus templi et hofpitalis piaefentantibus folemmter 
c* inftanur, quod f. vellet firman-, ficut pwiferat, ciyitatcm, 
ipfi ei quantum pufliint cor.filiem ct auxil.um ad confimenduin 
coropararent. Matt. Paris, ad ann. 32^9* P’ a 50 * 
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that were rnalecontent. The emperor, in faft, was fa 
terrified with it, that he ufed the interelt of feveral 
cardinals, and divers prelates, whom he caufed to 
come exprefs out of Germany, to bring the pope to a 
better temper. The negotiation lafled almofl a year ; 
and the vanquiihed preicribed terms to the victorious 
fide. The emperor, before he could obtain peace, was 
obliged to fwear that wouM fubmit to tne 
pope’s orders, without any exception. He 1230 
wasabfolved upon this condition ; and, among 
other aj tides, extoi ted from that pnnce,it was faid, 
that he fhould, within the time prefcribed him by the 
church, repair all the damages he had done to the or- 
ders of the hofpitallers and templars ; that he fhould 
pay the charge of the war, and reimburfe tne holy ra- 
ther all the money he had been obliged to hirnifh for 
the defence of the patrimony of St. Peter. 1 

The emperor, to get rid of the excommunication, 
whereof he X dreaded the confequences, fubfcribecl to 
all thefe conditions, and executed them, particularly 
with regard to the hofpitallers and templars. But 
that prince, retaining always a keen refentment againft 
thofe two orders, had no fooner received his abfoiuti- 
on, than, under one pretext or other, he began to per- 
fecutethem again. Henry de Maura, lord chief ju- 
/lice of the kingdom of Sicily, on both Tides the Faro 
di Meffina, fequeftered all their efFe&s and pofleffi- 
ons ; and, upon their complaints, the pope fent a 
nuncio to Frederic, to demand fatisfadtion of 
him for thofe violent proceedings*. “ If 1231, 
“ you really wiih, as you are obliged to do, 

<c fays the pontiff to him in his brief, that the affairs 
of the Holy Land may go on prcfperoufly, far from 
“ perfecting the hofpitallers and templars, you ought 
44 to give your imperial protection to two orders, that, 
“ with infinite trouble, and continual fatigues, and 
“ in the miaft of a thoufand dangers, to which 
they are daily expofed, fupport that tottering flats; 
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u and it is the moil eileClual means to render you 
ix both acceptable in the fight of God, and honour- 
“ able in the eileem of men And the pontiff con- 
cludes his letter with conjuring him, in the moil pref- 
fing terms, to reilore the tiKCts and poffeftions that 
had been lo unjuftly taken from the hoipitahers of St. 
John, and the templars. Frederic received the nuncio 
well, and promikd to have a great regard to the pope’s 
recommendation ; but inllead of that, tho’ lie was on- 
ly the fubaitern fovereign of the ifle, he renewed his 
perfections ; and, to revenge himfelf on fuch of his 
Sicilian fubje&s, as, during hia excommunication, had 
declared in favour of the pope, the lord in whom the 
direCl dominion was veiled, and fupreme fovereign of 
that kingdom, he obliged them to put on the crofs ; 
and, by a fort of banifhment, which he cloaked with 
the pretence of religion, and that of fuccouring the Ho- 
ly i and, he lent them away thither, without ever al- 
lowing them to come back, or return into their coun- 
try, even after they had accompliihed their pilgri- 
mage. 

The order of St. John, differing dill under the per- 
fection of that prince, loft, this year, their 
123°. grand mafter Guerin de Montaigu, a gentle- 
man of noble extraction in the province of 
Auvergne, but who by his virtues added a greater luftre 
to his family than he derived from it. The knights 
ofSt.John, affembling in chapter, chofe, 
Bertrand in his ilead, brother Bertrand de Texis, 
de Texis. who, following the fteps of his predecef- 
for, applied himfelf as clofely to the af- 
fairs of the ftate, as to the government of the order. 

Palestine, which, from the time of John de Bri- 
enne’s abdication, had been deprived of the prefence 
of its fovereign, was, like a fhip without a pilot, toffed 
continually by new tempefts, and muil infallibly have 
perifhed, without the conftant fuccour of the hofpital- 
lers and templars. I fay nothing of the Teutonic 
knights, becaufe fince A.’l). 1226, the greateft part 
of them were gone into Pruflia; the inhabitants of 

which 
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which, being idolaters, had entered into a barbarous 
war againlt the Chriftians their neighbours, maffacred 
die prieils at the foot of the altars, and put the facred 
veiTels to profane ufes. Conrad duke of JVIazovia 
called in the Teutonic knights to his aliiilance, and, 
for a beginning of a fettlement, gave them the whole 
territory of Culm, with all the lands they could con- 
quer from the infidels. Herman de Salza, a mailer of 
the order, deputed one of his knights, named Conrad 
de Lansberg, to conclude this' treaty, which was figri- 
ed by three bifhops of the country, Gonther of Mazo- 
via, Michael of Cujavia, and Chriilian of PrulTia. 
Hereupon the Teutonic knights went into thofe 
northern provinces, where, in a continued leries of 
wars, they acquired fuccefnvely an entire fo- 
vereignty to themfelves, the royal and ducal 123 2. 
Prullia, Livonia and the dutchies ofCourland, 
andSemigallen, all provinces of a vaft extent, and fuf- 
ficient to form a great kingdom. 

From what we have now faid it appears, that the 
defence of the Holy Land was left only in the hands 
of the hofpitallers and templars. The emperor in- 
deed, who was very ienfible that that little lUte could 
not fupport itfelf, had, before his departure, prcmifed 
the two grand mailers, and the principal lords of the 
country, that he would, at his return home, fend a 
considerable body of troops thither, and maintain them 
at his own expence : He gave his word likeways to 
fend thither prince Conrad his fon, to whou* the king- 
dom of Jerufalem belonged in right of the e mDrefs 
Volant his mother, daughter to John de Briennc/and 
the princefs Mary. But thatprince f being,athis return, 
taken up with the defign of eftabliflimg the imperial 
authority over all Italy, referved his whole force for 
the execution of that great pojeft, and feemed to have 
entirely forgot the interells of Paleftine.. The princefs 
Alice, hair lifter by the mother’s fide to queen Mary, 
being, as well as the latter, the iflue of queen Ifabel 
of Jerufalem, and at this time Widow of Hugh de 
Z 3 Lufignan 

a Dutburg. chron. Prufi". part 2, c, 1. p, 28. 
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Lufignan king of Cyprus, paiTed into Syria, in hopes 
iff making an advantage of the emperor's abfence at 
fiich a diftance, and demanded the crown of Jerufa- 
!em a . But whatever ill treatment the two military 
orders had received from the emperor, the two grand 
mailers oppofed the pretenfions of this princefs, and 
told her, that nothing but prince Conrad's death or 
voluntary abdication, could give her any right to the 
crown. The emperor having advice of thefe notions, 
and fearing left the queen dowager of Cyprus fhould 
at laft gain over the two orders to her interefts, fent a 
body of German troops into Paleftine, and put over 
them as his lieutenant Richard Fitz Auger marfhal of 
of his army. This general, landing at Acre, inftead 
of mild and pacifying meafures, and inftead of endea- 
vouring to render his Mailer's government and his 
own authority agreeable to t the inhabitants 
1232. of the town, and the lords of the country, 
treated them with exceffive rigour, laid upon 
them impofts unheard of before in Paleftine, and tax- 
ed the richeft citizens b . He deprived fome of their 
eftates, harafled others, and treated them all as he 
would have treated infidels in a conquered country. 
The inhabitants and principal nobility, after enduring, 
for four or five years together, all the opprefiions that 
avarice, fupported by abfolute power, could lay upon 
them, having loft their patience as well as their effe&s, 
and, being lefc without any refource but their courage, 
ran to aims, drove the Germans out of the town, and 
obliged them to take refuge in Tyre, the only place 
they had left, where John d’Hybelin, lord of Berytus, 
and Jaffa, at the head of the gentry, prepared to befiege 
them. 

The emperor, furprized and alarmed at this 
news, had recourfe to the pope's authority, defiring 
him to exert it in his favour, with the grand mafter 

de 


* Sanut. 1. 3. c. 13. p. 214. 

> Idem, lib. 3. part. ii. c. 13. p. 214. 
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de Texis, and the knights of St. John : And to re- 
gain the efteem and confidence of that order, 
which he had perfecuted fo long, he put the 123S. 
knights again in polfeftion of all the efFecls 
and eftates he had fo unjuftly taken from them. 

The pope, at this prince’s inftance, lent the arch- 
bifhop of Ravenna to the Holy Land, as legate of the 
holy fee, and gave him very prefting letters to the 
grand mailer and council of the order, wherein he ‘ex- 
horted them to life their prudence, and the authority 
they had in Paleftine, to quiet thefe diilurbances. The 
grand mafter, upon receipt of the pope’s brief, exerted 
himfelf to the utmoftfor a reconciliation. By his own 
conduit, fupported with the power of his order, he 
brought matters to bear, and re-eftablifhed the empe- 
ror’s authority in St. John d’ Acre, and the other towns 
of Paleftine. 

The forces of the Latin Chriftians being confide- 
rably weakened in the Holy Land, by a victory which 
the fultan of Aleppo gained about that time over the 
templars, the grand mafter of the hofpitallers font his 
fummons, and drew a great number of knights from 
the weft. There went, fays Matthew Paris, 
from the hofpitallers houfe of Clerkenweli in 1239. 
London, a great number of knights with ban- 
ners difplayed, preceded by brother Theodric their 
prior, a German by nation, who fet out for the Holy 
Land, at the head of a confiderable body of troops in 
their pay. Thefe knights, fays he, pafiing over Lon- 
don bridge, faluted, with their capuce in hand, all the 
inhabitants that crowded to fee them pafs, and recom- 
mended themfelves to their prayers*. 

Whilst the order was drawing out of England 
this fuccour for the Holy Land, it furnifhed the Chri- 
ftian kings of Spain, who were continually at war a- 
gainft the Moors of the country, with a much more 
confiderable one. Don James, the firft of the name, 
king of Arragon, having driven the Moors 'out of the 

ifies 

a Fratrcs vero, inclinatis capitibus, hinc et inde caputiis depo- 
litis, fe omnium precibus commecdaru nt, Matt, Paris, ad 
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ifles of Majorca and Minorca, undertook thcconquefr 
of the kingdom of Valencia. He fitted out a ftrong ileet, 
and his land army confifted of above iixty thoufancl 
men. The power of the kings of Arragon never made fo 
formidable an appearance before. This mighty force 
did notdifcourageZael king of Valentin, the bravcft of 
all the princes of the Moors : but as he had not an ar- 
my ftrong enough t) keep the field againll that of Don 
James, he threw himfelf into his capital. The Chri- 
ftians foon inverted the place : He made a gallant de- 
fence ; and, though befiegcd both by fea and land, the 
king of Arragon could not gain an inch of ground, 
but what cort him the braveft of his i'oldiers. The 
Moors made frequent fallies, in which there was al- 
ways much bloodfhed. The fuccefs of the fiege grew 
every day more and more doubtful : Don James, fee- 
ing his troops diminith, called in the hofpitallers of 
St. John to his fuccour. Brother Hugh de Forcalquier, 
caftellan of Empofta, and lieutenant to the grand ma- 
iler, arrived in the camp at the head of a confiderable 
number of Spanilh knights; and, to make this fuccour 
the more ferviceable, he had reinforced them with two 
thoufand foot levied, at his own expence, among the 
vaflals of the order. 

It was no little fatisfadlion to the king to fee him 
arrive fo well attended. The fiege foon put on a new 
face. A laudable emulation ran through the Chriftian 
army. The knights difhnguifhed themfelvcs as ufual 
by their intrepidity, and carried feveral advanced 
works fword in hand. Zad, rtraitened by the lofs of 
thefe ports, Ihut himfelf up in the heart of the town. 
He held out there for fome time longer ; but, prerted at 
length by want of provirtons, and having lort the choic- 
ert of his garrifon, he capitulated, and furrendered the 
place to the king of Arragon. The reft of the king- 
dom followed the example of the capital ; every thing 
fell before the power of the conqueror, and the crown 
of Valentia was united to that of Arragon. Don Janies 
publicly acknowledged, that he owed this important 
conqueit to the valour of the hofpitaliers. He recom- 

penl'cd 
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penfed them, like a liberal and generous prince, with 
the town of Cerviera, and ail its dependencies, w th 
Aicola, Alcocevwr, and the plain of St. Matthew, ail 
which he gave in abfolute property to the order. 

But recompences of fo confiderable a value, and 
which ferved as a teflimony of theh valour, excited 
afterwards the envy and lndigm.tx.n of the neigh- 
bouring bifliops ; for the cailellan of E poila 1 e :eiv- 
ing orders from the grind mailer, whole lieutenant 
he was in Arragon, and in the principality of Catalo- 
nia, to make a detachment from thence of the fer- 
vants and valials of the order, for the peopling of* 
thole towns, which were th\_n full of inf del inhabi- 
tants ; and this colony fetting u; the crofs, and refut- 
ing, in virtue of their ancient privileges, to iubmit to 
thj payment of tythes, they were flrangely furprifed to 
hear, that the bifhops, inftead of lending their aiTi- 
flance for the converfion of the Moors that were left 
in thofe places, had laid a general interdifl u} on all 
the country granted to the order by the king of Arra- 

g° n - 

It was not without great indignation that the pope 
received the news of this invafion of the privileges 
granted to that military order by fo many of his pre- 
deceffors. He immediately took off that unjuft inter- 
dict ; becaufe, according to the bulls of the fovereign 
pontiffs, the order was fubjeft to no jurifdi&ion but 
that of the holy fee, and he made a decree, with fe- 
vere penalties annexed to it, that no one for the fu- 
ture fhould difturb thefubje&s of an order, the mem- 
bers whereof employed their fortunes and lives only 
for the defence of Chriflendom. 

Yet, in contempt of this folemn prohibition, the 
bifhop of St. John d'Acre began a frefh difpute with 
the knights in the eaft, upon the fubjeft of the right 
of tythes, under pretence, that iince the lofs of Jerufa- 
lem, and the fettlement of the order in St. John d’A- 
cre, they had acquired in that city, and in other parts 
of his diocefe, feveral kinds of poffeflions, that did not 
belong to the order from the firft times of its foundati- 
on. 
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on. This prelate kept his defign and meafures fecretj 
and, under a quite different pretence, made a voyage 
and waited upon the pope. He reprefented to him, 
tha. the hofpitallers, by means either of their conquefts 
or acquifitions, fwallowed up all the revenues of the 
bifhops. He received, at the fame time, the bitter 
complaints that Foulcher, patriarch cf Jerufalem, had 
made to Adrian IV. on account of the interdidls and 
burials before mentioned ; and he concluded with be- 
feeching his holinefs, to publifli an explanation cf his 
predecdfor’s bulls, agreeable to the rights of bifhops, 
and fueli as might fcrve to limit the privileges of the 
knights. 

The pope referred the examination of thefe griev- 
ances to cardinal James de Peccraria, to whom that 
pontiff had committed the affairs of Palestine. The 
bifhop of Acre laid before him a long memorial of 
thefe grievances, in which the order of St. John was 
treated with no great tendernefs. The cardinal com- 
.municated it to brother Andrew de Foggia, who re- 
dded then at the court of Rome, as procurator gene- 
ral of the hofpitallers. That knight maintained the 
interefts of his order with a proper zeal, and (hewed 
plainly, that die bifhop of Acre, under pretence of 
new grievances, did nothing but revive the old pre- 
ten fions of the clergy of Palcrline, that had been re- 
jected in the affembly of Ferentino. The pope, upon 
the cardinal’s report of the cafe, referred the judgment 
of it to the patriarch of Jerufalem, the archbifhop of 
Tyre, and the abbot of St. Samuel d’Acre. The bi- 
fhop could not have wifhed for judges that were lefs 
exceptionable ; yet thefe prelates, though interefled 
in the affair, being withal juftly fenfible, that they 
fubfifted themfelves only by the fuccour of thefe 
knights, obliged their collegue to defiilfrom his pre- 
tenfions. 

I know not whether it be to this prelate, or any 
other enemy of the order, that we are to aferibe the 
account given the pope about this time, that the hofpi- 
tallers gave themfelves up to fhameful irregularities, 

and 
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and that a Greek and fchifmatical prince, who was 
aflually at war with the Latins, was affifled by them 
with arms and horfes. Gregory IX. who was then ix 
the chair of St. Peter, a pontiff of a warm and fiery dif- 
poikion, wrote immediately abcut it to the grand ma- 
iler, and the whole order, in terms diclated by a furious 
zeal. The exactnefs, which the duty of a faithful hi- 
fcorian requires, does not allow me to pafs over his 
brief in filence, efpecially fince it is recited at length 
by the annaiift of the church. 

“ We have heard with grief, fays the pope, that 
€( you keep in your houfes women of a loofelife, and 
“ live diforderly with them ; that you are no longer 
a cxafl in obferving your vow of poverty ; and that 
4< foiue particular perfons among you enjoy great e- 
4C Hates in property ; that, in confederation of an an- 
“ nusl retribution, you protect, without diffindtion, all 
11 that are admitted into your con-fraternity ; that, un- 
4t der this pretence, your houfes ferve for an afylum to 
“ robbers, murderers, and heretics ; that, in oppohti- 
44 on to the inttrefl of the Latin princes, you have fur- 
44 mihed arms and horfes to Vatacius, an enemy of 
14 God and the church ; that you dail, retrench fome~ 
44 tiling of your ordinary aims ; that you alter the 
44 wills of fueh as die m your hofpital, not without 
4t fufpicion ol forgery ; that you a' low no perfons 
44 that are there to confeis to any prielL, but thofe of 
41 your order, or iindi as you give fabrics to. It is 
“ al’edgec like ways, adds the fovereign pontiff, that 
“ many of your brethren are impeded ofherefy.” 

The pope, at the end of this brief, exhorts the 
grand mailer to correct thefe great abufes, allowing 
him, for that end, only three months time ; and ii it 
be not done within that term, by the fame brief, 
which bears date March 12th 1238, he orders the 
archbifhop of Tyre, to repair to the head-houfe of the 
order, and, in virtue of the apoftolical authority, to fet 
up about an immediate reformation of that great bo- 
dy of military friars, as well in the head a"s in the 
members. 

Tis 
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’Tis not a Ltde mrprifing, afttr the honourable tef- 
timony that Andrew king o: Hungary, an eye-witnefs, 
had, in 1218, given of the virtue of tneie kmghis, 
that we find, in this pontiff s briefs, fuch grievous re- 
proaches againft the order. 'Perhaps they might anfe 
from the hatred and calumny 01 their enemies : perhaps 
too, and it is probable, the pope would not have made 
fuch a itir about them, if he we,e not convinced of 
their irregularities. So extraordinary a change in their 
houfes, it it be true, fhould make the holieft and molt 
aultere focietics tremble, wlun they rcfledl, that they 
may, in lefs than twenty years, degenerate from their 
piimitive regulanty, and tall into the moil terrible 
di {'orders. 

Whatever be the cafe, as to the truth or falihood 
of thefe accufations, it is certain, that jn the fame age, 
and under the fame pontificate, tne ip rit of mortif ca- 
tion and charity fliJI made an eminent figure among 
the hofpitallers, and fevera! of the knights of thole 
times are even now honoured as faints. 

Such arc the bleffed Hugh, Geiard Mecati of Vil- 
lamagna, Gerland of Poland, aii holpitallers of the 
order of St. John, who lived in that age, and defend- 
ed to be canonized in the opinion, and by the antici- 
pated luffrages of the Chriihan world. 

The bldied Hugh, preceptor or commander of the 
commandry of Genoa, devoted hiiniel: to the fervice 
of the poor and pilgrims in the holp.tal under his di- 
redt.on. The verbal procefs of his life, drawn up af- 
his death by Ctho de bicichi, archbiiliop of Ge- 
noa, upon exp refs orders from pope Gregory IX. fays, 
that his life was one continual penance, ; ttended with 
Tivent prayers, and a boundlcfs charity to the poor 
and pilgrims. Accoruing t ) the archbifhop s account, 
he never eat ine. t ; his fall lailed the whole year 
round, Sundays only exce r ted. He always wore a 
long hair-ih t t.ed upon his flefh w th an iron chain ; 
a t ale feived him fer his bed, and he p aced it in a 
£r tta below the holp t 1 on the fide towards the fea. 
He paffed the whole of the day, cither in prayer, or in 
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attendance on the Tick ; and if any pilgrims came in, 
he wafhed their feet, and killed -them with profound 
humility. ’Twas in a continual prafcice of thefe vir- 
tues, that the bleffed Hugh finifhed at lafb the facri- 
fice of himfelf. 

The blettfed Gerard Mecati lived almofl at the fame 
time. He was born at Villamagna, a town about three 
or four miles from the famous city of Florence. He 
entered himfelf early in the order of hofpitallers, as a 
ferving brother, and difcharged all the duties of his 
place with an ardent zeal and charity towards the 
poor. Having patted part of his life in the hofpitals 
of the- order, a defire of greater perfection, and the 
love of retirement and folitude, made him procure the 
permittion of his fuperiors, to end his days in a defart. 
He fhut himfelf up in a poor cottage, without any 
cloaths, hut a long hair cloth, or any food, but herbs 
and wild fruits. Paul Mimi, in his treatife of the gen- 
try of Florence, fpeaks of the bletted Gerard in thefe 
terms: “ Gerard Mecati, a native of Villamagna, was 
“ a ferving brother in the illuflrious order of the 
“ knights of St. John of Jerufalem, and we may jnfl- 
“ ly call him a fecond Hilarion.” It was about A. D. 

1 142, that this pious hermit ended his days, and was 
tranttated to the fociety of the faints. 

Brother Gerland of Poland, others fay of Germa- 
ny, knight of the order, who lived at the fame time, 
was no lefs illuflrious for his piety than his valour. He 
fbent part of his life in war againft the infidels. His 
fuperiors fent him afterwards in the retinue of the em- 
peror Frederic II. to take care of the interefls of the 
order. He foon became an example to all the court ; 
and, having acquitted himfelf of his poll to the grand 
mailer’s fatisfaClion, he retired, with his permittion, to 
the commandry of Calatagirona, where he fpent the 
refl of his days, leading a life truly angelical. I ttiall no: 
infift on his application to prayers, or his continual au- 
flerities, I fhall confine myfelf entirely to the virtues of 
his condition, and thofe of atruehofpitaller. He was a fa- 
ther to the poor, a proteClorof thewidows, a guardian to 
orphans, a general arbitrator, and amicable compound - 
Vol. I. A a cr 
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cr of all differences ; all which examples prove, that 
at that time the fpirit of charity and love of mortifica- 
tion were not extindl in the order, as an unknown in- 
former would have perfuaded the pope. As for that 
pontiff’s reproaching the hofpitallers with having fup- 
plied a Greek prince called Vatacius with arms and 
horfes, I can fcarce find any better grounds for this 
than for the other accufations, with which fome 
have endeavoured to blacken their charader. All that 
the pope fays of this Vatacius, whom in his brief he 
ftiles an enemy of God and the church, depends on 
a train of events, which, with regard to the hiilory I 
am writing, it may be proper to clear up. 

At the time of the laft revolution and diflurbance 
at Conflantinople, which occafioned the taking of that 
capital of the empire by the troops of the crufade, 
fome Grv.ek princes, defeended moll of them from im- 
perial houfes, to avoid fubmitting to the authority of 
the Latins, retired into different provinces of the em- 
pire, cantoned themfelves there, and fet themfelves 
up for fovereigns. Ifaac, or as others call him, Alexis, 
Comnenus went to found a new empire on the bor- 
ders of Cappadocia and Colchis, the city ofTrebizund, 
fituated on the Black Sea, being made the capital of 
it. The Princefs Michael and Theodore Coinnenr 
feized on the empire and Albania; andTheodoro Laf- 
caris, the moil potent and formidable of them all, af- 
ter having conquered the greatefl part of Bithynia, de- 
feated the Turcomans that were inpoffeffon of it, and 
killed the fultan oflconium in battle with his own 
hand. lie affumed the imperial ornaments at Nice, with 
the title of emperor, which he left to John Ducas his 
fon-in-law, firnamedVatacius ; which would make one 
fufpefl, that this prince was defeended of the imperi- 
al houfe of Ducas only by the female fide. 

Excepting the point of fchifin, he was one of the 
greatefl princes of his age, wife, vigilant, and indefa- 
tigable, always mindful of events, and on the watch 
to obferve the flate and difpofition of the kingdoms 
adjoining to his own. All fhefe provinces afforded him 
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fo many enemies. He looked upon the pofietiors of 
them, whether Chridians or Mahometans, as ufurp- 
ers ; but, wife in the ordering of his defigns, he took 
his meafures fo well, that he never had but one enemy 
at a time to oppofe. He fcarce ever wanted pretences 
to make war, and, if he did not carry it on with fuc- 
cefs, he was dill lefs at a lofs for means to bring a- 
bout a peace. Thus, to prevent the pope’s fending 
of fuccours to the Latin emperors of Condantinopie, 
he affedted a great zeal for the union of the Greek 
church with the Latin, and carried the matter fo far, 
as to have conferences held upon the fubjedl in his 
own palace, wherein he adided hinrfelf, and, to en- 
courage a complying and reconciling temper, aflumed 
the character of a didntereded mediator. ’Twas by 
fuch a politic conduit, as much as by his valour, that, 
after driving the Latin emperors out of Ada Minor, 
he carried his arms into Europe, and advanced to at- 
tack them in the very centre of the empire. 

Such was the famous Vatacius, with whom the 
hofpitaliers were accufed of holding correfpondence. 
But if we re fie 61 that this Greek prince was often en- 
gaged againd the fame infidels, with whom the knights 
of St. John were continually at war, why fnould it be 
thought drange, that in a common caufe, and as allies, 
they fhould aflid that prince with horfes and arms : be- 
fides, as the hofpitaliers had fome houfes in Condan- 
tinople, I do not fee how it can be imputed to them 
as a crime, that they kept fome meafures with fo 
powerful a prince, who was on the point of making 
himfelf mader of that capital of the empire. 

That empire, of which the princes of the crufade 
had made fo glorious a conqued, had, from the very 
moment of their gaining it, lod much of its ancient 
grandeur and power. Beddes the ides of the Archi- 
pelago, of which the Venetians and Genoefe had 
made themfeives maders, we have feen, that the mar- 
quefs of Montferrat, for his fhare of the conqued, had 
TheiTaly and the adjoining provinces erefted into a 
A a 2 king- 
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into die palace by night, and feize the mother and 
daughter. The mother was put into a lack, and 
thrown into the Tea, and the confpirators, after cut- 
ting off the nofe and lips of the daughter, retired. 
The emperor flattered himfelf, that he Ihould find the 
reft of the lords of his court ready to revenge fo hor- 
rible an infolence ; but, to his great furprize, he heard 
thatfome of them were actually concerned in it, and 
that the reft did not fcruple to own, that they would 
have done as much, if they had fufFered the like cry- 
ing injuftice. Robert, enraged to fee himfelf defpifed 
by his fubje&s, and to meet with domeftic enemies 
that furpafled barbarians and ftrangers in cruelty, took 
ihipping for Italy. He was not without hopes of pro- 
curing a powerful fuccour from thence, and returning 
into his dominions at the head of an army, that would 
•ftrike terror into his enemies, and command the re- 
fpedl of his fubjefts ; but, after wandering through fe- 
veral countries, he died at laft upon the road, through 
c-xcefs of grief, unable to furvive the infolent and con- 
temptuous manner in which they had treated him, 

Never was the empire in fo deplorable a conditi- 
on : over-run with divifions both within and without, 
and attacked on all fides by mighty enemies, it had 
no refource left, nor any fucceflor in the Imperial 
throne, but the third fon of Peter de Courtenay, called 
Baldwin II. a young prince, hardly nine or ten years 
old, and confequently incapable, by his age, to go- 
vern the ftate, efpeciallyin fo terrible a juncture. 

In this difmal fituation, the French lords of Con- 
ftantinople had recourfe to John de Brienne, formerly 
king Gf Jerufalem, conftituting him regent and pro- 
testor of the empire ; and, to engage him to under- 
take the government, they conferred upon him the very 
tide of emperor, to enjoy it during his life, but with- 
out prejudice to the rights of the lawful heir, agree- 
able to an old cuftom ufed in France, where the tu- 
to:s and guardians of young noblemen, in their mi- 
nority, areftiled lords of their dates, and hold them 
as fuch cf the fup^eme lords. 
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John de Brienne repaired to Conftantinople, took, 
upon him the government, repulfed and defeated the 
emperor Vatacius and Azen king of Bulgaria, who 
threatened Conftantinople with a fiege. But, as that 
prince was then above fourfeore years old, the empire 
could not reap all the advantages they might have 
juftly expected from his valour and long experience in 
the conduft of armies, if he had been lefs advanced in 
age. Every one’s thoughts were now taken up with 
difmal prefages of the fhort duration of the empire of 
the Latins. Young Baldwin himfelf was even oblig- 
ed to travel into Italy, and other kingdoms of Chri- 
llendom, with John de Bethune his governor, to im- 
plore fuccour. All Afia had their eyes fixed on the 
emperor Vatacius, a prince of the greatek power and 
abilities that had been for a long time upon the 
throne of the great Conflantine. He wanted nothing 
in a manner but the capital, and it was not doubted 
but he would foon make himfelf maker of that: The 
Chrikians, poffefled with an high opinion of his valour, 
looked upon him as the only prince capable of main- 
taining them in Palefline. I know not whether the 
regard the hofpitallers (hewed that great prince, were 
imputed to thefe fentiments of ekeem they had for 
him ; but, ceitain it is, that the reproaches it drew up- 
on the grand maker from the pope, made fo deep an 
imprekion on him,* that he was inconfolable ; and 
the miferable condition to which he faw 
the Holy Land reduced, without fuccour, 1 240. 
without troops, and without a fovereign 
to command them, gave the finilhing 
Broke to his life. In his Bead was chofen Guerin. 
brother Guerin or Guarin, whofe furname 
and country we are entirely ignorant of. 

W e only know r , that he was intruded with the go- 
vernment of the order in difficult times. Palekine was 
then dekitute of its fovereign’s prefence, and in no fub- 
je&ion to his reprefentatives. The hofpitallers and tem- 
plars, the whole force in a manner of the Holy Land, 
were likeways unluckily divided on account of fome 
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ties which each of them had feve rally made with dif- 
ferent infidel princes. 

Thibaud V. of the name, count of Champagne, 
and king of Navarre in right of Blanche of Navarre 
his mother, made about that time an expedition into 
Paleiline at the head of a crufade ; but their ill fuccefs, 
and the lofs of the battle of Gaza, obliged him after- 
wards to conclude a truce v'ith Nazer emir of Carac. 
The templars were the perfons that negotiated this 
treaty, w hich the king of Navarre fgned out of an 
impatient delire to return home ; and thofe knights 
made likeways a league offenfive and defenfive with 
that infidel prince, againft the fultan of Egypt, but 
the hofpitallers refufed to be comprehended or con- 
cerned in it, either becaufe they found the treaty dif- 
advantageous, or becaufe they complained the tem- 
plars had carried on this negotiation without their 
knowledge or confers:*. 

The king of Navarre, receiving advice, that Rich- 
ard earl of Cornwall, brother to the king of England, 
was on the way, and expe&ed every monent, ernbark- 
ed in great hafre with the remains of his crufade, to 
prevent the Englifh prince’s being witnefs to his dif- 
grace. Richard, upon his arrival, found, that the 
emir of Carac, who in fome meafure was dependent 
on the fovereign of Damafcus, had it not in his pow- 
er to maintain the truce. That prince, therefore, at 
the head of the crufade advanced immediately up to 
Jaffa, where he gave audience to an envoy from the 
fultan of Egypt, then attually at war with the fultan 
of Damafcus, w'ho came to offer him another truce. 
Richard confented to it, with the concurrence of the 
duke of Burgundy, countGaukier de Briennc, nephew 
to John de Brknne king of Jerufalem, the grand ma- 
iler of the templars, and part of the lords of the coun- 
try ; and it was ftipulated by this treaty, that the in- 
fidel prince fhould order all the Mahometans out of 
Jemfalem that were fettled in it ; that he Ihould re- 

Hore 
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{lore Bethlehem, Nazareth, and feveral villages and- 
caflles, neceflary to fecure the road to the capital of 
Judaea ; that all prifoners fhould be releafed on both 
Tides \ and that the Chriftians fliould be at liberty to 
rebuild the fortifications of Jerufalem, and the other 
places yielded to them. ‘ The Englifh prince, though 
he did not perform any military exploits, yet concluded 
this treaty, which was no lefs ufeful, and was execut- 
ed before his departure : but the templars, out of 
ipleen to the hofpitallers, refufed, in their turn, to be 
comprehended in it ; fo that whil'ft two truces were on 
foot, the templars and hofpitallers continued each in 
a flate of war, rhe one again!! the fultan of Bamafcu?, 
the other again!! the fultan of Egypt ; and thefe dif- 
fenfions would have been fatal to the hate, if thofe 
fultans, and moh of the defeendents of Saladine and 
Safadine, had not been divided at the fame time by ci- 
vil wars. *Twas owing entirely to thofe intefline di- 
fturbances of theirs, that the Latin Clirillians faw 
themfelves at laft the mailers and foie inhabitants of 
Jerufalem. The patriarch came back thither with 
all his clergy ; the churches were reconfecrated ; the 
holy facraments were adminiflred there, with infinite 
fatisfa&ion to all that were prefent, and the grand ma- 
iler of the hofpitallers carried the patriarch all the mo- 
ney that was in the treafury of the order, to contri- 
bute to rebuild the walls of the holy city. 

The work, however, notwithflanding all the hands 
employedin it, advanced but (lowly, and they had fcarce 
thrown up fome flight entrenchments, when Paleftinc 
was overflowed with a deluge of barbarians, called 
Corafmins. They were a people lately come out of 
Pcrfia, end defeended, as it is faid, from the ancient 
Parthians ; at leal! they inhabited their country called 
Yrac Agemy, or the Perflan Hyrcania. Others place 
them in Couvarzem near Corafan but it is a quefti- 
on, whether thefe Corafmins were not originally na- 
tives 

a Liters ccmitis Richardi, continentes fummarii fu» pere- 
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et s 6 j . 


2 8'4 Hijlory cf t he Knights cf Ma l t a . 

tivesof ihe kingdom of Carifme, which Ptolemy calls 
Chorafmia, from whence thefe barbarians, being moll 
0i . ^em fhepherds, and without any fixed abode, 
might have paiTed into fome oY the provinces of Per- 
fia. However this be, they were involved in the fa- 
mous revolution, that happened twenty years before 
in the higher Afia, which Genchizcan, the firft empe- 
lor of the old Mogul Tartars, reduced under his pow- 
er. Oftay, fon to Genchizcan, and fucceflor to that 
conqueror, or elfe prince Keiouc his fon, caan or oreat 
chani, others fay, Tuly, Genchizcan’s third fon, who 
had i erfia for his portion, being incenfed again!! this 
people, who had killed fome ol his officers that were 
levying taxes of them, drove them out of his domini- 
ons. 

These people, pagans by religion, cruel and bru- 
tal in their nature, and barbarians above all that ever 
bore the character, roved up and down in different 
countries, without being able to find any fixed and fe- 
cure abode, or any prince that would fufrer them in 
JVtf ^ ei 7^ or ^ es 1 • odious to the Mahometans as well as 
Chriftians for their robberies and cruelties, they were 
locked upon as the common enemies, of mankind. 
The fultan of Egypt, however b , to revenge himfelf on 
the templars for the league they had made with his 
enemies the fultans or emirs of Damafcus, Carac, and 
Emeffa, aavifed Barbacan, chief and general of the 
Corafmins, to fall into Paleftine, reprefenting to him, 
that the conqueft ofit was eafys the places difmantled, 
and open on all fides, that there were few troops in 
the country, and divifions among the leaders : he 
enforced thefe arguments with confiderable prefents, 
with the promife of a mighty fuccour, and an affur- 
ance of joining his army with a bodv of his own 
troops. 

This 
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This was more than was neceffary, to determine a 
favage and barbarous people, who were feek- 
ing, with the point of their fwords, a country 1 243. 
to inhabit, and had already penetrated into 
Mefopotamia 1 . Barbacan marched thence immedi- 
ately, at the head of twenty thoufand horfe, and fell 
into Palekine before they had the leak news of his ex- 
pedition. But the cruelties of this nation, and their 
burning all before them, foon gave notice of their 
coming. Jerufalem was kill open on all fides ; the 
grand makers of the hofpital and temple were then in 
it, but had fcarce any troops with them. In this fur- 
prizing jundure, they thought they had nothing to do, 
but to convoy the inhabitants to Jaffa, a place fortified 
and in a condition of defence, and afterwards to take 
the field, and draw out all their forces to oppofe the 
enterprizes of the infidels. The inhabitants in gene- 
ral quitted Jerufalem, and followed the knights, ex- 
cept a fmall number, who were loth to leave their* 
houfes, and threw up hakily fome weak intrenchments 
in fuch places as were mok expofed. In the mean 
time, the Corafmins arrive, force thefe entrenchments, 
break into the city fword in hand, dekroy all before 
them with fire and fword, without dikin&ion either of 
age or fex ; and, to deceive the Chrikians that were 
fled, they planted kandards with the crofs upon the 
towers. Thofe that were marched out before, having 
notice that the crofs was kill to be feen planted on the 
walls, felt an infinite regret for having abandoned their 
houfes with fuch preciptation ; and fancying that the 
barbarians had turned their arms another way, or had 
been repulfed by the Chrikians that were left in the 
city, they returned back thither in fpite of all that the 
grand makers could fay, and delivered themfelves up 
to the fury of the barbarians, who put near feven thou- 
fand of them to die fword. A company of nuns, chil- 
dren and old men, who had run for fhelter to the ho- 
ly fepulchre, and the church of Calvary, were facri- 
ffced in the very place where the Saviour of mankind 

was 
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was pleafed to die for their falvation, and there was 
no fort of cruelty and profanation that thefe barbarians 
did not aft in the holy city. 

The templars in the mean time having advice, that 
a detachment of the fultan of Egypt’s had joined them, 
called in the fultans of Damalcus and Emeffa, who 
were his enemies, to their fuccour*. Thefe infidels fent 
them four thoufand horfe, commanded by Mucha, 
one of their generals. The lords of the country, mak- 
ing their vaffals and the militia take arms, joined 
the Chriftian army. There palled at firft feveral skir- 
mifes between the two parties, in which the Coraf- 
mins, though fuperior in number, loll more than the 
Chriflians. 

At lall, by the patriarch's precipitation, contrary to 
the advice of the principal officers, they came to a ge- 
neral engagament. The Chriftian army was drawn 
up in three bodies. The grand mailer of the hofpital- 
lers, with the knights of his order, and fuftained by 
Waller III. count of Jaffa, and nephew to king John, 
commanded the left wing : Moucha, at the head of 
the Turcomans, commanded the right, and the tem- 
plars, with the militia of the country, were in the cen- 
ter b . They fought on both fides with the fame cou- 
rage and inclination ; but there was a vail inequality 
in their number. The Corafmins had ten to one, and, 
to make the difadvantage Hill greater, as foon as the 
armies were engaged, moll of Moucha's troops, either 
out of cowardice or treachery, quitted their ranks, and 
fled. 

The Chriftians, refolving either to vanquilh or die, 
feemed not at all difeouraged, nor gave ground on 
this ocdafion : the battle lafted two days: the knights 
of the two orders made prodigious efforts of valour, 
but at lall their ftrength being quite fpent, and over- 
whelmed with the multitude of the enemy, they were 
all in a manner either killed or taken prifoners : there 
efcaped out of this general (laughter, only twenty fix 

hofpitallers ; 

* Epift. Fred. Imperatoris. Matt. Paris in Hen. III. p. 618. 

* Joinville vie de S. Louis, parduCangep. 99. 
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hofpitallers ; (fome accounts fay but fixteen) thirty 
three templars and three Teutonic knights : the two 
■grand mafters of the hofpitallers and templars, and a 
commander of the Teutonics were killed at the head 
of their companies. The hofpitallers not long after 
chofe for their grand matter brother 
Bertrand de Comps, an old knight, Bertrand 
whofe valour and experience raifed de Comps. 
him to the fame dignity, which a gen- 
tleman of his name had formerly been invetted with*. 

This general defeat completed the ca- 
lamities of the Holy Land. The emperor 1243. 
Frederic, in a letter direfled to the earl of 
Cornwall his brother-in-law, laments this fatal day, 
and lays the blame of it on the templars, who, after 
breaking the truce, which he had made, as he fays, 
by the hofpitallers advice, with the fultan of Egypt, 
trufted too implicitly to the fuccours and promiies of 
the fultans of Damafcus and Carac* . 

Brother William de Chateauneuf, preceptor of 
the hofpitallers of St. John ofjerufalem, and after- 
wards grand matter of the order, in a letter which he 
wrote to the feignior de Merlai, attributes, in like 
manner, this bloody invafion of the Corafmins, to 
the league made with the fultan of Damafcus, 
againft his enemy the fultan of Egypt,* and, 1244. 
according to this knight’s account of that 
bloody battle, in which he himfelf was prefent, the 
two grand mafters were killed in it, and none of the 
hofpitallers got off but himfelf and fifteen more, to 
lament, fays he, the fate of thofe who died for the 
defence of the holy places and that of the Chriftians. 

Vol. I. B b Both 

* Joinville, vie de S. Louis, p. 100. 

b Dum piaeter idem quod templariorum fuperba religio, et a- 
borigenariorum terra? Barorum deliciis. educata l'uperhit, Solda- 
num Babyloniae ad evocandum auxilium Choerminorum per hel- 
ium improbum et improvifum coegerunt, noftro regio fcsdere par- 
vi fpenfo, quod nos, una cum conventu et magiftris''domorum 
San&i Joannis et San<ft* Mari* Teutonicorum, nomine noftro 
contraxeramus. Epift. Fred. Iinperat. de depopulations Terr* 
Sanftae. Matt. Paris, ad. ann. 12^4. 
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Both indeed were areal objeft of compaflion. This 
order, once fo flourifhing*, was now in a manner de- 
llroyed, and the Chriflians, to whom the templars 
and hofpitallers ufed to ferve for a defence, were now 
left without any, and forced to immure themfelves 
within the town of St. John d’Acre, while the Coraf- 
mins encamped in the plain two miles from the 
place, ravaged the open country, burnt the villages 
and towns, and either murdered the inhabitants with- 
out mercy, or carried them off into a miferable Ha- 
very. 

But God, who, at the time appointed by his mer- 
cy, revenges his children upon the minifters he made 
ufe of in his wrath, fuffered dilTenfions to rife up a- 
mong thefe favage creatures ; mof! of them killed one 
another, and the wretched remains of thefe barbari- 
ans, being difperfed in the country, were knocked on 
the head by peafants. In a word, they were all de- 
ilroyed, even to their very name, which, fincc that 
time, is no where mentioned in hidor)*. 

The lofs fuftained by the hofpitallers again!! thefe 
barbarians did not cool their zeal and courage. We 
have obferved, that thofe knights made head in all 
quarters again!! the infidels, and never failed to ap- 
pear wherever the Chriftians made war ngainft them. 
Spain, Hungary, and the principality of Antioch, re- 
ceived new advantages from the fuccour of their arms. 
Hugh de Forcalquier, caflellan of Empoda, was con- 
flantly in the army of donjames king of Arragon. He 
appeared at the head of all the knights of that king- 
dom at the ficge of Xatira ; and the hiflorian of Ara- 
gon obferves, that a knight of St. John, called Don 
Pedro de Villaragut, diflinguilhed himfelf there by ac- 
tions of furprizing valour. 

The knights of Hungary rendered no lefs eminent 
fervices to their country again!! the Tartars, who, at 

that 

1 Epi!!. flebilis praelatorum Terras Sanftae in Matt. Paris, ad 
ann. 1244. lib. 3. p. 631. 

b Et fa&um eft ut fuU ccelo nomcn corum penitus delcretur, 
adco quod nec eorum veftigia apparucrint, Matt, Paris, ad. ann. 
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that time ravagedTranfyl vania, Hungary and Poland. 
Pope Innocent IV. wrote to them, in the mod preff- 
ing terms, as may be feen by his brief of the eight of 
the Calends of July, in the fifth year of his pontificate. 
Thefe noble warriors took up arms immediately, and, 
joining the Frangipani, who were then lords of Dal- 
matia and Croatia, they drove thefe barbarians out of 
Hungary, brought king Belo, who had been forced 
to quit his dominions, back in triumph, and replaced 
him on the throne. 

Such important fervices did not fail of a fuitable re- 
compence j and, befides new privileges conferred up- 
on them, this prince, who was fon to king Andrew 
before mentioned, walking in the fieps of his father, 
granted lands and manors to the order, being perfuad- 
ed, that he thereby acquired fo many brave warriors 
to his kingdom, and illullrious defenders to his fub- 
jedls, who were often expofed to the incurfions of the 
infidels. ’Tis thus the hiftorian of Hungary expreiies 
himfelf on this occafion, calling the hofpitallers by 
anticipation the knights of Pdiodes,' though they did 
not take that name till an age after this event. 

Whilst the knights were thus employed in Hun- 
gary again# the Tartars, the prince of Antioch was 
attacked on a fudden, by the Selgeucidian Turco- 
mans, who, an age before, had quitted their defarts, 
chofen themfelves leaders, and over-run at the fame 
time feveral countries of Afia, as we have obferved in 
the beginning of the fir# book. 

The prince of Antioch, furprized at this unexpec- 
ted invafion, had recourfe to the military orders, the 
ufual refuge of all the Latin Chriftians. The two 
grand makers took the field. With the remainder of 
their knights, and drawing out likeways the troops 
which they had in pay, marched dire&ly again# the 
infidels. The fight was long and bloody ; the number 
of the Turcomans, who were brave foldiers, balan- 
ced the ufual rfredts of the valour of thefe knights. 
Brother Bertrand de Comps, grand maker of the hof- 
pitallers, full of indignation at a refinance he was not 
B b 2 ufed 
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jfed to meet with, throws himfelf into the mid ft of 
the enemy’s fquadrons, breaks them, and puts them 
to flight. But in this laft charge he received fo many 
wounds, that he died foon after, and the order chofc 
for his fucceflor brother Peter de Vil- 
Peter de lebride, a knight highly efteemed for 
Villebride. his. piety and valour. They could not 
1248. have made a better choice, efpecially 
in relation to a new crufade, which 
St. Louis, king of France, was to head in perfon, and 
which we are now' to fpeak of. 

The news of the rout of the Chriftian army being 
brought to pope Innocent IV. who was then in the 
chair of St. Peter, that pontiff, to engage the Chrifti- 
ans of the weft to fend a new fuccour to the Holy 
Land, called a general council at Lyons, which was 
opened on the eve of St. Peter and St. Paul. Gale- 
ran, bifhop of Berytus, w’ho brought over the account 
of the victory of the Corafmins, prefented to the fathers 
of the council a letter, written by the patriarch of Je- 
rufalem, and the biihops of Faleftine, to all the pre- 
lates of France and England, and containing a relati- 
on of that difmal event which was drawn up almoft 
in thefe terms. 

“ The Tartars, after deftroying Perfia, turned 
“ their arms againft the Corafmins, and drove them 
il out of their country. Thefe barbarians, having no 
“ fe.tled abode, made application to fcveral Sarazen 
“ princes, to grant them fome country to dwell in, 
“ but in vain ; for they are a people of fo cruel a dif- 
* s pofltion, that thole w'ho come the neareft to them 
“ in that refpeft, refufed to give them any Ihelter. 
“ The fultan of Egypt was the only perfon that atted 
“ otherways ; he invited them into Paleftine, and pro- 
tc mifed the afliftance of his forces to maintain them 
** there. They entered the country with avail ar- 
my, compofed almoft entirely of horfe, bringing 
“ their wives and children along with them. Their 
“ incurfion was fo fudden, that no body could either 
“ forefee or oppofe it ; and they ravaged, without 

“ oppofition, 
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M eppofition, all the country, from Thoron of the 
“ knights, to Gaza or Gazer. 

“ In fo furprizing an invafion, there was no other 
i( expedient but to fet one barbarian again!! another , 
44 and, by the concurring fentiments of the templars, 
“ hofpitallers, Teutonics, and gentry of the country, 
44 it was refolved to demand fuccour of the fultans' of 
44 Damafcus and la Chamelle, our allies, and fworn 
44 enemies to the Corafmins. But as this fuccour was 
“ both remote and uncertain, the danger preffing, and 
“ Jerufalem without walls and fortifications, about 
44 fix thoufand inhabitants went to feek for refuge in 
44 other Chriflian towns, and only a fmall number of 
44 Chriftians were left in the capital. 

44 Such as quitted Jerufalem, took the road of the 
C( mountains, where they thought themfelves fafell, 
44 becaufe the Mahometans who inhabited there were 
44 fubje&s of the fultan of Carac, with whom we were 
44 in truce. But thefe mountaineers, violating the 
44 faith of the treaty, fell upon thefe rufugees, killed 
“ part of them, took and fold others, even the nuns.; 
44 and thofe who got down into the plains were mafia- 
44 cred by the Corafmins; fo that fcarce three hundred 
44 were left out of all that number of people.* At 
“ lafl the Corafmins forced their way into the holy 
44 city. The few Chriflians that were left there, wo- 
44 men, children, and old men, having taken refuge in 
“ the church of the holy fepulchre, thofe barbarians 
44 butchered them all in that holy place ; and, cutting 
“ off the heads of the priefts, who were then ofEciat- 
44 ing, they faid one to another, Let us fhed here the 
“ blood of Chriflians, in the very place where they 
44 offer up wine to their God, who they fay was hanged 
41 here. They afterwards pulled off all the ornaments 
44 from the holy fepulchre, profaned the church of 
4 ‘ Calvary, rummaged the tombs of the kings of Je- 
44 rufalem, dillurbing the afhes of the dead, and feat- 
“ tering their remains abroad. The churches of mount 
44 Sion, the temple and the vale of Jehofaphat, 
B b 3 44 where 
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gt where the bleffed virgin’s fepulchre is to be feen, 
“ were no better treated. In the church of Bethle- 
“ hem they committed abominations too horrible to 
(S be related, carrying their impiety to a much more 
* £ outragious height than ever the Sarazens did, who 
“ always paid iome regard to the holy places. 

“ The military knights, and the barons of the 
€i country, in conjunction with the fuccours fent them 
“ by the fultans their allies, advanced direClly againft 
the barbarians, marching along the fea coatt, and 
“ came up with them near Gazer or Gaza. They 
joined battle on the eve of St. Luke. The Sarazens 
•“ immedtately in our army took to their heels ; fo that 
“ the Chrittians, being left alone to oppofe both the 
“ Corafmins and Babylonians, were born down by the 
4< multitude of their enemies. Out of the three mili- 
tary orders, there were faved but thirty three tem- 
11 plars, twenty fix hofpitallers, and three Teutonic 
“ knights. Moll of the nobility and gentry of the 
“ country either perifhed in the battle, or were taken 
%( prifoners. 

“ In this extremity, we have implored fuccours from 
iC the king of Cyprus, and the prince of Antioch ; 
*< but we know not what they can do for us, or what 
f < we are to-expeft from them ; and, great as our lofs 
“ has been, we arc Hill apprehenfive of greater to 
“ come. The hofpitallers are befieged by the Sara- 
zens in the cattle of Afcalon ; the Holy Land is left 
“ dettitute of all human fuccour ; the Corafmins are 
encamped in the plain, two miles from Acre ; from 
“ whence they ravage the whole country as far as 
Nazareth ; fo that if we have no relief fent us by 
“ the month of May, the Holy Land is infallibly lott, 
(< and we lhali be forced into fome cattles which are 
*< ttill left us, and which the hofpitallers and templars 
have undertaken to defend.” 

The reading of this letter drew tears from the whole 
attembly, The fathers of the council ordered the cru- 
fade to be preached up through all Chrittendom ; and 
that fuch as had already put on the crofs, or Ihould 

put 
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put it on afterwards, Ihould affemble in a place to be a - 
greed on, to receive the pope’s bleffing; that therefhould 
be a truce for four years between all Chriftian princes,* 
that during all that time there fhould be no turna- 
ments, nor feafts, nor public rejoicings ; that the 
faithful Ihould be exhorted to contribute out of their 
fortunes and eftates, for carrying on fo righteous an 
expedition, and that ecclefiaftics Ihould pay the twen- 
tieth of their revenues, and cardinals the tenths, for 
three years fuccdlively. 

Several princes, and a great number of the nobi- 
lity, efpecially of the kingdom of France, put on the 
crofs. But none did it with fo much zeal, courage, 
and devotion, as Louis IX. king of , France, known 
fmce by the name of St. Louis. The pope founded 
his greateft hopes upon that prince. “ Our Saviour 
“ (fays the pontiff, in his letter to the nobility and 
“ gentry of the kingdom) feems, out of all the other 
* e princes of the world, to have chofen our deareft fon, 
“ the king ofFrance, for the deliverance of the Holy 
“ Land, who, befides the virtues which diftinguifh 

him fo highly above other fovereigns, commands 
“ likeways a mighty and a warlike nation 8 .” This 
prince did not ftay for the pope’s inftances and exhor- 
tations to engage him to fuccour the Chriftians of the 
eaft. As foon as he heard of the victory of the Ccraf- 
mins, he refolved to go in perfon to the Holy Land ; 
and, as he was obliged to wait till the affairs of his 
kingdom would permit him to take fuch a voyage, he 
fent them, in the mean time, large fupplies of troops 
and money, which he committed to the care and ma- 
nagement of the hofpitallers and templars. 

They had received orders in the weft, to fend into 
Paleftine the new knights, and fuch as were as yet 
probationers, with a body of fecular troops, and all 
the money depofited in the cheft of the priories ; and 

the 

a Ut abftergerentur Iacryma? a maxillis matris noflne eccle/iae 
< 3 eplorantis filios fuos mi per tiucidatos, dominus rex'Francorum, 
hofpitalarii quoque et tcmplarii milites neophitos, et manum ar- 
rnatam, cum thefauro non modico, illuc ad confolationem et aux» 
jlium ibi ccmmcrantium feflinanter tranlmiferunt. 
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the two grand mailers having recourfe to God, to im- 
plore the blefling of heaven upon their arms, appointed 
extraord inary falls, and continual prayers to be offer- 
ed up throughout the order 1 . 

These knights, befides the king of France's mo- 
ney, and that of the order, brought likeways with 
them a thoufand pounds, that Richard b earl of Corn- 
wall dedicated to the defence of the holy places. The 
two grand mailers fent afterwards to the fultan of 
Egypt, to demand a pafs for two of their knights, to 
be deputed to him on a particular negotiation.- The 
defign of their embalfy, was to redeeifi out of the 
hands of the Sarazens, the hofpitallers and templars, 
that had been taken in the late battle, and delivered 
up to them by the Corafmins. Formerly both the orders 
had always looked upon thofe that furrendered prifon- 
ers of war, as fo many dead men ; but now, at fuch a 
difmal jun6lure,the grand mailers did not think it y ro- 
per to keep up to the feverity of this difcipline : and 
in hopes of receiving a new reinforcement from thefe 
prifoners, they fent away deputies with a large fum of 
money, to procure their ranfom. The pafs necelfary 
for their fecurity being delivered, thefe commiiiioners 
fet out and arrived at the Egyptian Babylon, or at 
grand Cairo, places which, by reafon of their neigh- 
bourhood, are very often confounded by hillorians. 
The two knights, to fmoothe the way for fo extraordi- 
nary a negotiation, diHributed feveral fums among the 
minillers and favourites of the fultan. The perfon 
then polfelfed of that dignity was Salech, the fon of 
Camel, the eldell of SafFadin’s children, a very poli- 
tic prince, and formidable to his neighbours. *Tis 
to this prince, that the inllitution of that body of 
troops called Mam a lucks is afcribed. They were 
fo named from an Arabic word, which dignifies a 

Have 

1 Statuerunt inter fe orationes ct jcjunia praeter folita fpeciali- 
ter pro lifceratione Terrae Sanftae faciends. Matt. Paris. 

Comes Richardus ex innatu fibi magnificcntia illuc in fuc- 
curfum mille libros per hofpitalarios tranfmi5t. Idem ibid. 


Peter de Villebride Grand Majler, 295 

Have that is fold, becaufe they were children carried 
off by the Tartars in their excurfions, and bought of 
them by Salech. Of thefe he formed a regiment, out 
of which he took his principal officers, and they be- 
came at lad fo powerful, that they appropriated to 
themfelves the right of chufing their fovereign. The 
deputies of the two military orders acquainted fultan 
Salech with the occaflon of their embaffy, and pro- 
pofed entering into a negotiation for the ranfom and 
liberty of their brethren. But the fultan, who had 
made a fecret and ftrift alliance with the emperor Fre- 
deric, and befides knew very well how odious the 
knights of both orders were to him, “ God forbid, 
4£ fays he to his minifters, that I ffiould treat with 
“ fuch a perfidious fet of men, that would formerly 
“ have delivered up their emperor; and though they 
“ call one another brethren and companions in arms, 
“ have yet,, for five years paft, when ever they met, 
“ fallen upon one another, with more rage and fury 
“ than they fhew again# the enemies of their law. Do 
“ not we know, adds that prince, what little ftrefs is 
(S to be laid on the words of the templars, and that 
“ they were the knights, who, out of antipathy to 
ie the hofpitallers, violated the truce which I had 
<{ made with the king of England’s brother, whom 
Ci the templars, by way of contempt, called that little 
“ boy ? And yet, in the late battle, we faw thefe very 
“ templars, thofe proud and arrogant natures, aban- 
“ don themfelves to a fhameful flight ; and, what ne- 
“ ver happened in their order before, he that bore 
“ beaufean, or ftandard of the crofs, in contempt of 
cc his duty, and the rules of his inftitution, was the 
“ firft that fled. But this is not the only point in 
“ which the templars and hofpitallers have for a 
<f long time, without any fcruple, broken the flatutes 
“ of their profeffion. Whence is it, for inftance, that 
gt thefe knights, who by their laws ought at mofl to 
“ part with only their capuce, or their girdle, for 
<f their ranfom, now offer us fuch great firms, but to 
“ fortify themfelves by their number again# our 
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“ power ? No, go and tell them, that fince the di- 
“ vine juftice has delivered them into my hands, they 
“ fhall never be fet at liberty as long^as I live ; and 
“ that, following the example of their predeceiTors, 
“ I can make no difference between a knight that is 
“ a prifoner, and a knight dead upon the Held of 
“ battle.” 

In vain did the fultan’s minifters remonfirate to him, 
that he would Iofe,by this refolution, very confiderable 
fums, which he might have for the liberty of the knights. 
That inHdel prince, who was no Granger to the dif- 
ferences between the emperor and the pope, and knew 
to what a degree the knights were devoted ta the ho- 
ly fee, rejc&ed with obilinacy and contempt all the 
offers they could make him. The deputies were oblig- 
ed to go back as they came, without being able to 
perfuade the fultan to any degree of compliance ; but 
before their departure, complaining to that prince’s 
miniflers of the great expence they had been at to 
no purpofe in preients, of which they had the beneft, 
thofe miniHers, to make them in a manner fome fort 
of amends, told them, as a fecret, that there was but 
one way to procure the prifoners their liberty, which 
was, by the emperor's defiring it of the fultan : from 
whence it is eafy to infer, fays Matthew Paris a , the 
ftridl amity there was between Frederic and the Ma- 
hometan prince. But as the deputies, on the other 
hand, were fcnfible that the emperor was in war with 
the pope, and that their fuperiors could have no cor- 
refpondence with that prince, who was actually under 
fentcnce of excommunication, theyreturned home with 
grief at leaving their brethren in captivity with the in- 
Hdels. 

St. Louis, after he had made a refolution to march 
into the eaft, fpent two years in regulating all affairs 
within his kingdom, and in fecuring it from abroad 
by a general peace with his neighbours. This prince, 
after difeharging thofe Hrft and molt indifpenfable du- 
ties 

a Ex cujus tenore colli"! poteft quanta familiaritas Fredcricumi 
cum fultanis ccpulavit. p. 608. 
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ties of a fovereign, went to St. Denis on June 1 2th, 
A. D. 1248, attended by Robert count of Artois, 
and Charles duke of Anjou, his brothers, and received 
there from Eudes de Chateauroux, the pope’s legate, 
the oriflame, a fort of ftandard like a banner, with the 
alms, purfe, and the hair, according to the ufual prac- 
tice of pilgrims. Alphonfus, count of Poidliers, the 
king’s third brother, though he had put on the crofs, 
ftaid fome time longer in France, with queen Blanche 
their mother, whom the king left regent of the king- 
dom in his ab fence. Louis embarked afterwards at 
Aiguemortes, a famous port at that time, but now an 
inland town, four leagues from the fea, which is fince 
retired to that diftance. He fet fail Auguil 28th, with 
a favourable wind, and arrived happily in the road of 
Limiffo, in the ifland of Cyprus, on September 1 yth, 
the fame year. He was received there by Henry dc 
Lufignan king of the ifle, upon whom the pope, to be 
revenged on the emperor, and prince Conrad his fon, 
had lately conferred the title of king of Jerufalem, 
under colour of the pretended rights of queen Alice his 
mother. 

The king of France, after refrefhing himfelf a few 
days, being impatient to fignalize his zeal, propofed 
to put to fea, and fail for Egypt. He was feconded 
in this motion by fome noblemen, who were concern- 
ed in the lad: crufades, and reprefented to him, that 
if he ftaid longer in the ifle of Cyprus, he would ex- 
pofe himfelf and his army to all the inconveniencies 
of a country, where the water and air were equally 
dangerous to ftrangers : whereas Egypt afforded at 
once proper conquefts to make, and every thing that 
was neceffary for life. But the king could not follow 
his own inclination, by reafon that part of his army 
was not yet arrived ; befides the king of Cyprus of- 
fered to accompany him with all the gentry of the 
ifland, if he would allow them the neceffary time to 
prepare for fuch an expedition : fo the term of their 
departure was fixed for the fpring following. 

The 
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The pious king employed his Hay very ufefully in 
making up the divifion, which a fpirit ofjealoufy oc- 
cafioned between the templars and the hofpitallers ; 
and he terminated at the fame time the differences be- 
tween Hayton, king of the LefTer Armenia, and Bo- 
hemund V. prince of Antioch and Tripoli. ’Twas 
during the king’s kay in the ike of Cyprus, that the 
grand maker of the temple, and the marlhal of the 
order of the hofpitallers, impatient to procure the dif- 
charge of their knights, that were in the hands of the 
infidels, wrote to that prince to feel his pulie, whether 
he was difpofed to enter into an accommodation with 
the fultan of Egypt. The holy king, burning with 
zeal, rejeded the propofal with indignation, and for- 
bade the grand maker, on pain of his difpleafure, ever 
to make him the like again. The grand maker’s ene- 
mies gave out, that there was a fecret correfpondence 
between him and the infidel prince, and that for the 
clofer cementing afriendfhip between them, they had 
caufed themfelves to be blooded in the fame porenger, 
as if the mixture of their blood would unite their 
hearts the more firmly to each other. We kiall not 
enter into a difeufiion of the truth of this lak fad, 
which does not appear very probable, efpecially after 
the rough manner in which the fultan had rejeded the 
grand maker’s embaffadors. We fhall only obferve, 
after the Sire de Joinville, that in the treaties of peace 
and alliance, made at that time with the barbarians, 
they infiked upon this ceremony of being let blood to- 
gether, mixing their blood with wine, and even of 
drinking it fo. This was pradi fed between Baldwin 
II. and a king of Comania, as the feignior de Toucy, 
an eye-witnefs, affirmed to St. Louis*. But there is 
not the leak probability, that the fultan, who had 
juk before refufed to treat about the ranfom of the 
knights, fhould prefently after make a new alliance 
with the grand maker of the temple ; ’tis much more 
reafonable to think, that the military orders, upon 
whom the burden of defending Palekine lay continu- 

ally, 
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ally, would have been glad the truce had not been 
broken, nor a powerful enemy and neighbour pro- 
voked, under pretence of a new crufade, which, like 
moft of the reft, after foms flight efforts, would aban- 
don the eaft, return into France, and leave the whole 
weight of the war to be fuftained by the knights, and 
the poor remnant of Latin Chriftians that dwelt in Pa- 
leftine. 

The king paid very little regard to the reprefenta- 
tions of the grand mafter; fo that after eight months 
flay in the ifle of Cyprus, he embarked with the queen 
his wife, the countefs of Anjou, the king of Cyprus, 
prince Robert, and Charles his brothers, the legate, 
and all the perfons of quality, on Trinity Sunday, 
A. D. 1249; all the fleet fet fail, and on the flxth 
day arrived before Damiata. The two grand mafters 
repaired thither afterwards, with the choice!! of their 
knights. Louis found the bank lined with the ful- 
tan’s troops, which pretended to oppofe his landing ; 
but that prince, tranfported with zeal and courage, 
threw himfelf firft into the water fword in hand, and 
being followed by his nobles and gentry, charged the 
infidels, and put them to flight. The fugitives carried 
terror and condensation with them into the city, and 
though that place was reckoned the ftrongeft in all 
Egypt, yet the garrifon abandoned it, and the inha- 
bitants, loading themfelves with their moft valuable ef- 
fects, ftole out by night, after firft fetting fire to the city, 
and fled for refuge into the higher Egypt. It was not 
long before they had an account of this general defer- 
tion : two flaves of the infidels gave them notice about 
8 o’clock in the morning, that the city was abandoned. 
The king, after taking the neceffary precautions to 
be affured of the truth of fo furprizing an event, made 
his entry into the place, at the head of his troops ; 
the legate purified the principle Mofque, where Te 
Deum was afterwards fung with great folemnity. 
The queen, the legate, the patriarch and the biihops, 
fixed their abode in this city, and the king, fearing 
the confequences of the Nile’s inundation, and inftrutt- 
Vol. I. C c ed 
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cd by the misfortunes which the legate Pelagius’s 
obAmacy had brought upon the army of John deBri- 
enne, and the troops of the crufade, refolved to pafs 
the red of the fummer there, the exceflive heats of 
that fee ion not allowing an army in that country to 
keep the held. 

Alphonsus count of Poitiers, the king’s brother, 
whom that prince had left in France, embarked the 
twenty llxth of Auguft, with the princefs Jane his 
wife, only daughter of Raimond count ofTholoufe, 
and they arrived two months after at Damiata. The 
count of Poitiers landed with a ftrong reinforcement. 
Culled by foinvillc the arriere-ban of France*, the ar- 
rival of which augmented the king’s zeal and cou- 
rage. That prince faw himfelf at the head of a migh- 
ty "army, fultained by the two military orders, who 
knew the country, and the method of making war a- 
mong the infidels; the fea was open, the mouth of 
of the Nile free for the receiving of new fuccours, 
and terror and confternation feemed to have feized 
the enemy. 

The only point was to determine, whether they 
fhould go and attack them in Alexandria, or in grand 
Cairo itfelf. Peter de Dreux, the old count ofBre- 
tagne, was of opinion, that they fhould turn their 
arms fird againd Alexandria, the port whereof would 
be of a great advantage for the fleet and convoys ; but 
the count of Artois declared himfelf for the flege of 
grand Cairo, out of a notion that the taking of the ca- 
pital would be attended with the furrender of other 
places, whereas the reducing of Alexandria would 
not, he faid, exempt the army from forming after- 
wards the flege of Cairo. This reafon prevailed, or 
perhaps the obftinacy and haughtinefs with which 
that prince ufually maintained his opinion 1 *. Grand 
Cairo was about fifty leagues from Damiata, and a- 
bc t the mid way they were to pafs by the town of 
J\ Hire, where the infidels w ere intrenched on the 
< f a branch of the Nile, called the Thanis. 

The 
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The king marched from Damiata, at the head of 
his army on November 20th, and upon the road re- 
ceived advice of the fultan’s death, occafioned by a 
gangrene in one of his legs. But the common people, 
who will never allow that princes die like other men, cr 
of ordinary deaths, reported, that he was poifoned by 
a valet de chambre, bribed for that purpofe by the ftil- 
tan of Damafcus, his enemy. But be that as it will, 
the army marched on continually, without meeting in- 
deed any oppofition in their march, but withal with- 
out finding any provifions in the neighbourhood. The 
country was deferted and abandoned ; a profound fo- 
litude reigned on all fdes, and there was no appear- 
ance of a»;y enemy in the field. This tranquillity did 
not laft long ; as the Chrittians drew near to Mafloure, 
they were infettedday and night with skirmifhes. Eve- 
ry day produced a new engagement, and they narrow- 
ly efcaped the treachery of fome Saracens, who pre- 
tending to be deferters, had like to have furprized 
the templars *. Five hundred Egyptian horfe, tinder 
fome pretence cr other, coming to fubmit themfelves to 
the king, that prince received them, and having no 
mittrutt, left them together in a body : they marched 
too generally in the van, as knowing the country 
better than the wetter n troops. The army, after 
a month’s march, drew near the arm of the Nile, 
which is called Thanis, when thefe traitors feeing 3. 
fquadron of the templars farther advanced tlnn the 
rett, drew their feymiters, and charged them Bidden - 
iy. But they had to do with warriors that were never 
frighted at the number of their enemies : the fqua- 
dron ttood their ground, the knights fought with their 
ufual valour, and gave time for their comrades to come 
up to their fuccour. The infidels were foon furround- 
ed on all fides ; the traitors were cut in pieces, .all 
died by the fword, except fuch as attempting to crofs 
the Thanis to join their army, were drowned in that 
canal. 

The 
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The king, forefeeing that the difficulty of the pi'f- 
fage might detain him a long while in that angle, 
which is formed by two arms of the Nile, took 
care to fortify his camp there. This precaution was 
neceftary a gain ft enemies, who advanced every hour 
to attack him even in his intrenchments. As he had a 
latge, deep, and unfordable channel,, the king at- 
tempted to raife a bank or caufeway, but the infidels 
continually interrupted his work by their wildfire, 
which burnt his machines a . At laft an Arabian, a Be- 
douin, for the fum of five hundred befans of gold, 
fhewed him a ford b , upon which the count of Artois 
d.efired leave of the king to pafs over firft ; and in or- 
der to obtain it, engaged, provided he had the tem- 
plars and hofpitallers with him, to fee u re the paftage 
ic r the reft of the army. The king, fearing the young 
prince lhould truft too much to his courage, and thro’ 
an eager defre of glory, fhould engage himfelf too 
far among the enemies, made him fwear upon the 
gofpels, that he would attempt nothing, till the whole 
army was palled ; and for the greater precaution, he 
ordered that the templars and hofpitallers, when they 
were on the other fide, fhould lead the van, and be 
put at the head of all the troops that were to march 
under the count his brother’s orders. 

That prince, at break of day, fet out for the ford, 
at the head of about one thoufand four hundred horfe, 
compofed of the templars and hofpitallers, and two 
hundred Englifh knights, commanded by William earl 
of Salisbury, who was come at their head to the fuc- 
cour of the Holy Land. All thefe troops following 
the Bedouin for their guide, threw themfelves into the 
water with a refolute courage. The defeent was eafy, 
and the bottom firm and folid : but there was more dif- 
ficulty in getting out at the place of landing, by rea- 
fon that the bank was fteep, and of a great height. 
The count of Artois, with his troop, landed the firft 
in ip: te of three hundred horfe of the enemies that 

were 
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were minded to oppofe his palfage. He charged them 
at his landing, and as there was no equality in the 
match, the Saracens, as Toon as they faw him over, 
disbanded, and ran galloping back to their camp. 

The count, forgetting the oath and the word he 
had given the king his brother, purfued them fword 
in hand, though the two grand mailers cried out to 
him, that this flight was perhaps only a ufual ilrata- 
gem of the oriental nations. But Robert, who liflened 
to nothing but his courage, arrived as foon as the fu- 
gitives at the enemies camp, furprized them, forced 
their intrenchments, broke into their camp, and, in 
fpke of all the refinance that Facardin, general of the 
Saracens, who died in this adlion, could make, the in- 
fidels concluding, that the whole Chriilian army had 
broke into their camp, fled, fome of them towards 
Cairo, whilil others threw themfelves into Maffoure, 
and not judging it fafe there, hailened away to a 
greater diftance, without daring to rally, till they 
thought themfelves far enough not to be feen by the. 
enemy. 

Nothing could have been wanting to fo glorious 
and furprizing a fuccefs, if the count had known how 
to be fatisfied with it a . But the fight of Maf- 
foure, fet open and abandoned both by the e- Feb. 8\ 
nemy, and moll of its inhabitants, was a fatal 
charm which prevailed over all the remonllrances that 
William de Sonnac, grand mailer of the templars, 
could make: he was abfolutely refolved to continue 
the purfuit. In vain did that old warrior reprefen t to 
him, that he owed his vidlory, and the defeat of the 
infidels, only to a panic terror, and to their being 
perfuaded, that the whole Chriflian army had crofted 
the river, and was prefent in the afbion ; that he 
jhould be careful not to undeceive them ,* for as foon 
as they difcovered the fmall number of his troops, 
they would rally as ufual, return to the charge, and 
hem him in on all fides. The young prince, natural- 
ly haughty, and now more elated by this beginning of 
C c 3 vi&ory, 
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vi&ory, cried out in a paffion, “ We need no other 
“ proofs, but this artful difcourfe of the correfpon- 
“ dence which they fay the templars hold with the 
“ infidels ; here I plainly fee their treachery, and the 
“ feditious temper of the hofpitallers. It is not with- 
“ out reafon that we have fo long been told, that they 
€i alone, to make themfelves always necefiary, and to 
“ drain the weft of its money, hinder the war from 
u being brought to an end : this is the true caufe of 
“ the lofs of fo many princes and krds that have en- 
€t g a 2 e d in the crufades*, whom they have either poi- 
“ foned, or fufFered to perifh in battle, for fear of 
“ feeing themfelves fubjefl to the dominion of the 
* l weftern princes : and who is there that can be a 
“ ftranger to the difficulty which the emperor Trede- 
4( ric had to efcape their fnares and ambulhes* ?" 

The two grand mafters, and the knights in gene- 
ral, enraged at thefe reproaches, replied, “ How ? 
“ great prince, do you think that we have abandon- 
“ ed our fortunes and our country, that we have ta- 
4< ken the religious habit in a ftrange land, and that 
g{ we daily expofe our lives only to betray the Chri- 
44 jftian church, and renounce our own falvation? Be 
4t afiured, a thought fo unworthy of a Chriftian ne- 
4i ver entered into the mind of any knight*." The 
grand niafter de Sonnac, tranfported with refentment, 
cried out to the ftandard-bearer of the order, “ Dif- 
€( play your banner; arms and death mull this day 
<< decide our honour and our deftiny : we were in- 
44 vincible, added he, had we continued united, but 
44 a fpirit of divifion is going to be the deftru&ion of 
44 both." 

The earl of Salisbury was for interpofing to bring 
them to temper, and, directing his difcourfe to the 
French prince, “ I believe, moft ferene count, fays 

44 he 
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** he to him, that you cannot err in following the ad- 
“ vice of fo holy a man, and one of fuch a confum- 
“ mate knowledge in the art of war, as the grand ma- 
“ Her ; and young perfons will never fuffer any dif- 
“ honour by depending on a man of his age and me- 
iC rit.” But the Englilh lord was treated with as 
much indignity as the grand mailer ; and the count of 
Artois anfwered this wife and reafonable difeourfe in 
a taunting manner. All this, cried the prince, fmells 
of the tail, alluding to a current report at that time, 
that the Englilh, by way of punilhment for the mur- 
der of St. Thomas of Canterbury, had tails clapped 
to their backfide. Count Robert, replies the Englilh 
earl, with indignation, “ I’ll go fuch a length of 
“ danger to day, that you (hall not come near fo 
“ much as my horfe’s tail.” And, upon faying thefe 
words, they all pulhed forward immediately like mad- 
men, without following any orders or advice but what 
their palfion and rage fuggeiled. They entered all 
into MalToure, which they found open: fome Hopped 
there to plunder, others advanced on, and endeavour- 
ed to come up with the Saracens ; but thofe infidels 
were already rallied under one of their leaders, called 
Bendocdar, a brave officer, equally a foldier and a 
general, who afterwards raifed himfelf by his courage 
and capacity to the throne of his mailers. This ge- 
neral, feeing the fmall number of the French, attack- 
ed them again, and put them to flight in his turn. 
The count of Artois was obliged to throw himfelf in- 
to MalToure, and was immediately inverted there ,* and, 
to prevent his efcape, Bendocdar, after fecuring the 
gates, ported a confiderable body of troops between 
the town and the Thanis, to prevent the king’s ad- 
vancing to the fuccour of his brother. That young 
prince, whofe courage had hurried him into danger, 
was attacked at the fame time by the regular troops, 
and by the inhabitants of MalToure : the one engaged 
the French in the ftreets, and the others fhowered 
down upon them Hones, burning coals, Boiling wa- 
ter, and arrows from the tops of the houfes j fo that 
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the count of Artois, the earl of Salisbury, and moll of 
the knights of both orders, perifhed in that unfortu- 
nate action ; fcarce a man efcaped but the grand ma- 
iler of the Temple, who, after lofing an eye, and be- 
ing covered all over with wounds, made his way back 
to the Chriftian army. The Saracens took fome pri- 
foners, among which was the grand mailer of St. John. 
The king himfelf had no better fortune. After vari- 
ous actions, wherein he loll abundance of men, the 
French, exceedingly weakened by difeafes and want of 
provifions, were, in their retreat to Damiata, fur- 
rounded, and overpowered by the prodigious numbers 
of the barbarians. The king of France, Alphonfus 
count of Poitiers, and Charles count of Anjou his bro- 
thers, with all the nobility, were taken prifoners. 

As I am not writing the hillory of that prince, I do 
not think myfelf obliged to dwell upon the detail and 
circumltances of this difmal event, whereby a king fo 
powerful, wife, and vail ant, was expofed as a fpec- 
tacle to all the world, and as a moll deplorable in- 
flance of the misfortunes of mankind. He obtained 
his liberty from thefe barbarians, upon relloring Da- 
miata, and paying eight hundred thoufand befants, 
for the ranfom of the prifoners, the greateil part 
of which fum was advanced by the hofpitallers and 
templars •. 

His intention at leaving Egypt was to return im- 
mediately into France ; but the grand mailers of the 
hofpitallers and templars made fo lively a reprefentati- 
on to him of the miferable condition of the Holy 
Land, and of the danger it was in of falling again in- 
to the hands of the infidels, that he refolved to con- 
tinue fome time in St John d’Acre, in order to re- 
pair the fortifications of thofe other towns that the 
Chrillians were flill mailers of. 

During 
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During his ftay there, the prince of AfTaflins, 
whom the French call the ancient, or rather 
the feignior of the mountain, and whom we 1251. 
have fpoken of before, fent two deputies to 
demand of him the prefents which that vik captain of 
banditti ufed to exaft from princes, by way of tribute, 
for not affaflinating them. “ The emperor of Ger- 
“ many, fays one of thefe envoys to him, the king 
“ of Hungary, the fultan of Egypt, and all other 
ct princes, have not failed to make him this acknow- 
“ ledgment, knowing well that they Ihould live 

no longer than our prince pleafed* : he gives you 
“ notice therefore, to fubmit like them to the fame 
“ cuflom, or at lead to procure him a difcharge of 
“ the tribute which he pays to the grand mailers of 
“ the temple and hofpital.” They were asked, fays 
Joinville, why they did not make away with the two 
grand mailers, who forced them to pay that tribute. 
“ If our lord, replied they, Ihould caufe one of thefe 
“ grand mailers to be killed, there will foon be ano- 
“ ther as good in his room, and therefore he will not 
“ expofe his men to danger, where nothing is to be 
“ got by it.” The king, difdaining to give ah an- 
fiver to fuch barbarians, lent them to the two grand 
mailers ; and Peter de Villebride, who underilood 
their language, and knew how to deal wita thefe 
banditti, taking upon him to be the fpokefman ; 
“ Your mailer, fays he to them, is very bold to offer 
<f fuch propofals to a king of France ; if we had not 
“ a refpedl for your character as envoys, we would 
€t have you thrown this moment into the fea ; get 
“ you gone, and tell the feignior of the mountain, that 
(< if he does not, in fifteen days time, fend the king 
i( letters, to acknowledge and make fatisfadlion for 
“ his infolence, he will have the knights of the two 
“ orders upon his back.” 

The apprehenfion of their refentment made him a* 
fraid, who ufed to make the generality of monarchs 
tremble ; he fent back within the fifteen daysYhe fame 

deputies. 
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deputies, who brought the king, in his name, a fhirt, 
to lignify that he would be attached to him as clofely 
as a lhirt flicks to an human body ; and they pre- 
fented him at the fame time a gold ring, in which 
the name of their mailer was engraved, which very 
probably he fent him as a prote&ion. 

The Sire de Joinville, from whom I have taken 
this paifage, relates another, which is indeed much 
lefs confiderable, and even infignificant enough, if a- 
ny thing can be fo that is ufeful to give us a right no- 
tion of the difcipline of the order in thofe antient 
times. That lord, in the life he has left us of St. Louis, 
writes, that whilil he attended upon the king in the 
town of Acre, fome French gentlemen and knights, 
who were come into the Holy Land under his ban- 
ner, going not far from the town, to hunt antelops, 
a fort of wild goat, common in that country, they 
were met by fome hofpitallers, and a difpute 
1251. arifing about the game, they came to blows, 
and the French were feverely handled. 

The lord of Joinville complained immediately to 
the grand mailer; ’twas Willi - 
William d e am de Chateauneuf, whom we 
Chateauneuf. mentioned before, a Frenchman 
by nation, an old knight, a rigid 
obferverof the regular difcipline, who, after palling 
through all the offices of the order, had lately fucceed- 
ed brother Peter de Villebride. This new grand ma- 
iler, having examined into the affair, condemned his 
knights to eat in the refedlory on the ground upon 
their mantles, according to the cuilorn and practice, 
fays Joinville, of the Holy Land; and he adds, “ I 
“ was there prefent with the knights, and we defired 
“ the mailer to make the brothers get up off their 
t( mantles, which he refufed ; but at lail we forced 
him to it, for we feated ourfelves upon the ground 
“ by them, in order to eat with them ; but they would 
(c not fuffer it ; nay, they were obliged to get up from 
11 us, to 2° and eat with the other brothers at the 

“ "table* 
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<e table, leaving us their mantles, probably by way of 
f( fatisfa&ion and reparation.” 

They kept a profound filence in the refe&ories of 
the order, pious and edifying leffons fupplied the 
place of converfation, and it was owing only to the in- 
fiances and remonilrances of brother Rambault, prior 
of Hungary, that pope Innocent IV. who was then 
in the chair of St. Peter, permitted the hofpitallers of 
that nation to break filence in the refe&ory, when- 
ever they were obliged to receive any fecular perfons, 
eminent for their birth or dignities. 

Such was the regular difcipline of this order, at the 
time that St. Louis was fummoned back into France, 
by the death of queen Blanche, his mother, regent of 
the kingdom in his abfence. That prince, after for- 
tifying St. John d’Acre, rebuilding Saide, Caefarea 
and Jaffa, and leaving a confiderable fuccourof troops 
and money in the country, embarked on April 
24th 1254, fraught with the bleflings and 1254. 
prayers of all the people ; and, after having 
been equally the admiration of the Saracens and of 
the Chriflians, for his valour in aftion, and an invin- 
cible conflancy under his misfortunes. 

Wat ever, expence that holy king had been at, and 
whatever precautions he had taken to put the few places 
left the Chriflians in the Holy Land into a date of de* 
fence, the pope, being juflly alarmed at his departure, 
Tecommended the prefervation thereof, in a particular 
manner, to the hofpitallers ; and, to engage them to 
it the more, he not only confirmed all the privileges 
granted by his predeceffors to the order, but alfo under 
a notion of recompenfing the edential fervices they 
were continually doing to all Chriflendom, he bellow- 
ed upon them the monadery of mount Thabor, built 
upon that mountain in the manner of a fortrefs, with 
the cadle of Bethany, where queen Melifenda, wife 
of king Fulk of Anjou, had formerly founded a con- 
vent for nuns, who, after the lofs of Jerufalem, had 
retired into Europe* 


If 
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If we confider the fituation of the places, and the 
neighbourhood of the Sarazens, thefe grants were not 
fo much favours as engagements to frefh perils The 
grand mailer, without any regard to the dangerous fi- 
tuation of thofe places, put feveral detachments of his 
knights into them. He afterwards fortified the caftlc 
of Crac, in the county of Tripoli, which had for acon- 
fiderable time belonged to the order ; and as the grand 
mailer’s only view was to reprefs the inroads of the infi- 
dels, he put a hundred knights, with fome troops in pay 
of the order, into the caftle of Afiur, which ferved as 
a frontier garrifon, in refpefl of the lands which the 
Saracens pofiefied in Palelline. 

Cares, fo becoming his dignity, and the valour of 
his knights, could not fail of the juflefl encomiums, 
if thefe knights and the templars had not at that time, 
in contempt of the duties of their profeflion, and the 
laws of Chriftianity, turned their arms againfl one an- 
other. Their old animofities revived ; whether ftrong 
or weak, they attacked one another where ever they 
met. In fine, thefe two bodies, fo formidable to the 
infidels, came to a fort of battle and general engage- 
ment. The fortune of war proved noways favourable 
to the templars ; not a man was taken prifoner, but 
the hofpitallers cut in pieces all that came within the 
reach of their fwords : fcarce, fays the ecclefiaflical 
hiftorian*, was there left a templar to carry the news 
©f their defeat to the reft of their order. The remnant 
©f the templars in the Holy Land, not finding them- 
felves ftrong enough to revenge the difgrace, fent a 
general fummons to their brethren in the weft ; and, 
what is moll furprifing in this civil war, as it may be 
called, where matters w'ere carried to fuch a height of 
fury and malicious refentment, is, that, excepting the 
frequent battles and encounters occafioned by the jea- 
loufy and mifunderftanding fo long fubfifting between 

them, 

• Concitantc enim humani generis hofte, imbutos mutuo edio 
ex infana aemulatione concepto animos, holpitalarii tan‘aro tera- 
plariorum ftragem e^idere, ut vix accepts cladis nuntius fupereCet. 
Kain. ad. ar.n. 1259. n. 61. 
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them, there was ftill kept up in their houfes the fame 
fpirit of charity to the poor and pilgrims, and the 
fame zeal for the defence of the C'hriftians of Pale- 
ftine. It were to have been wifhed their emulation 
had never taken another turn. 

The grand mailer de Chateauneuf died 
about this time, and upon his death was 1260. 
fucceeded by brother Hugh de Revel, of Hugh de 
a noble family in Dauphiny, upon which Revel. 
he refle&ed a new luftre by his wife con- 
duct in the government. During the eighteen years 
that he was grand mafter, the order was put under a 
new regulation with regard to its temporalities. We 
have obferved, that all the eftates of the order were 
managed by knights that were accountable for the 
profits, and, after taking what was neceffary for their 
own fubfiilence, were obliged to remit the reft to the 
fupreme houfe and treafury of the order. But as the 
expences of thefe adminiftrators often fwallowed up 
the whole income, and befides, the order, to provide 
fupplies for the immenfe charge of a continual war, 
flood in need of a fixed and certain revenue., they re- 
folved, in a general chapter held at Caefarea, upon a 
rate of the fums which each houfe was to fend to the 
Holy Land, and pay into the treafury ; and becaufe 
in the obediences and commiftions given afterwards to 
the knights intruded with this adminiftration, they 
made ufe of this expreflion : “ We recommend thefe 
“ eftates to you;” Commendamus, a & c. This particu- 
lar adminiftration of each houfe was ftiled Comment 
dataria ; from whence came the name of commandery, 
and the title of commander. 

Yet this title was not then given for life ; it might 
be fuperfeded, and was fubftituted inftead of that of 
preceptor, which had been made ufe of till that 
time. 

These commandries were afterwards ranged under 
different priories. The prior was obliged to overfee 
them, and fend to the Holy Land, cither in troops or 

Vol. I. D d money, 
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money, the ordinary contributions of each comman- 
dery within his priory, which were kiled Rcfponfions, 
ana might be railed according to theoccafions of the 
order, and purluant to the regulations and decrees of 
the general chapter. 

The chapter then held at Crefarea, to inforce this 
principle of not converting the revenues of the order 
to a private ufe ; a principle founded upon the vow of 
poverty, to which all the knights had bound them- 
felves, forbade them to make wills, to appoint heirs, 
or bequeath any legacies. By this katnte they were not 
jo much as allowed to leave by will any extraordina- 
ry gratification to their fervants, without the exprefs 
confent of the grand maker. Such was the difcipline 
of the order at that time, neceflary indeed, not only 
in regard to their vow of poverty, but likewife on ac- 
count of the continual wars which the order was en- 
gaged in againft the infidels. We are now going to en- 
ter upon times kill more difmal, wherein thefe milita- 
ry friars continued to give new proofs of their zeal 
and valour. 

Bendocdar, who had fb eminent a fhare in the 
defeat of Robert count of Aitois, reigned at that time 
in Egypt : he was the fourth of the Mamalucks that 
had "been raifed to the throne ; and he got pokeflion 
of it by the death of Melech-Elvahet, whom he cauf- 
ed to be aflaffinated, under pretence that the fultan 
would not break the truce which he had made with 
the Latin Chrikians of Palekine. 

Bendocdar being chofen to fuccecd him by the 
Mamalucks, fignalized his acceifion to the 
1263. crown by a bloody war which he made upon 
the Chrikians, and particularly upon the 
knights of the two orders*. The fultan of Babylon, 
fays pope Urban IV. writing to St. Louis, is come, 
contrary to the faith of treaties, to encamp between 
mount Thabor and Naim, and his troops, in hatred 
of the Chrikian name, dekroy all with fire and 
fword up to the gates of Acre : he has demolifhed the 

. church 

* Rain. ad. ann. 1263. n. j, 2. 
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church of Nazareth, and that of mount Thabor. His 
foldiers kill indifferently all that they meet, without 
diflindtion of age or fex. The fate of fuch as die by 
the fword of the Barbarians is now no longer to be la- 
mented ; there are no forts of torments but they inRift 
them on their prifoners, to force them to change their 
religion. 

Tiie fultan refolving to drive the Chriftians entire- 
ly out of Paleftine, laid fiege to the fortrefs of Affur, 1 
which belonged to the order of the hofpitaliers. It 
was one of the ftrongeft places in Paleftine, and the 
grand mafter, befides the garrifon, had put ninety 
knights into it, who were all killed one after another 
in die feveral attacks ; and when the fultan at 
laft entered, it was over the corpfe of thefe in- 1 263. 
trepid knights, who died on the breach, and 
glorying in their obedience, received the enemy with 
pleafure, and went joyfully to their death. 

The templars met with no better treatment in the 
year following, nor did they (hew themfelves lefs va- 
liant and faithful to their religion. They were in pof- 
feRion of another fortrefs called Sephet. Bendccdar 
befieged it, and after an obftinate defence, the prior 
cf the temple, who was governor of it, feeing a 1 ! his 
works ruined, was obliged to capitulate. It was ftipu- 
lated by the capitulation, that he fhould be conveyed 
with his knights and the reft of his garrifon, which 
ftiil made fix hundred men, to the neareft place be- 
longing to the Chriftians. But the fultan, as foon as 
he faw himfelf matter of Sephet, caufed them all to 
be difarmed, and allowed them only till the next 
night to refolve either to die, or turn Mahometans. 
The prior of the temple, who was a holy monk, af- 
filted by two Francifcans, employed that little time fo 
well, and exhorted his brethren and foldiers with fo 
much zeal and piety, to prefer a crown of martyrdom 
before a momentary life, difhonoured by a fhameful 
apoflafy, that they all the next day readily offered 
themfeLves to the daughter, rather than change their 
D d 2 religion. 
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religion. The fultan, provoked at their firmnefs, and 
at the conftancy of the prior of the temple, after hav- 
ing tempted him in vain with the offers of riches and 
honours, ordered him to be flayed alive*, and, as if 
lie was afraid he might furvive fo horrible a torture, 
commanded his head to be chopped off. He infli&ed 
the fame torments on the two Francifcan friars that 
had ferved as chaplains in the place, 44 ily the death 
“ of fo many knights of both orders, fays pope Cle- 
“ ment IV. in one of his letters, the noble college of 
“ the hofpitallers, and the illuflrious militia of the 
4 4 temple, are almoft deftroyed ; and not to infift on 
“ the lofs of thefe two fortreffes, and of the arms and 
44 equipages of the knights, how lhall we be able, 
“ after this, to find gentlemen and perfons of quality 
“ enough to fupply the places of fuch as have perifti- 
4 4 ed on thefe two occafions ?” 

Though the contemporary hiftorians, from the 
time of the twelfth century, gave the title of grand to 
the matter of the hofpitallers, as may be feen in this 
hiftory, yet the popes, either in conformity to ancient 
ufage, or on account of their own fupreme dignity, 
never fpoke of the fuperior general in any higher 
terms, that that of matter of the hofpitallers of St. 

John. ’Twas pope Clement IV. whom we 
1267. h ive juft now mentioned, that in a thorough 
fciife of the ferviccs of the hofpitallers, gave 
their head the title of grand matter, as may be feen in 
a brief of that pontiff, bearing date November 1 8th 
A. D. 1267 ; and this pope in another bull adds, 
44 The broth/rs of the hofpital of St. John of Jerufa- 
44 lem ought to be regarded as the Maccabees of the 
44 new teftament. Thofe noble knights have gene- 
44 roufly renounced the pleafures ofthe world, and a- 
44 bandoned their country, and ettatos and fortunes, 
44 to take up the crofs, and put themfelves under the 

44 banner 

8 Pali hos vero fratrem Jucobim d; PoJio et fratrem Jcremi- 
am, quia cietaros in fids hrmiverant, et priorem tcmplariorum 
excoriari fecerunt, deinde fuftieari, poftremo al locum ca;tero- 
deducli capitc cafi funt. Saaut. ib. 
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“ banner of Jefus Chrift ; they are the inftruments 
« which the faviour of mankind makes ufe of daily 
“ to purge his church of the abominations of the in- 
“ fidels, and they bravely expofe their lives to the 
« greateh dangers, for the defence of pilgrims and 
“ Chriftians.” Thus does the pope exprefs himfelf 
in his bull, dated from Viterbo, on the fourth 
of the kalends of June, and in the firft year of 1 269. 
his pontificate. 

But how honourable foever thefe elogiums and 
titles were, the Holy Land, and the orders in particu- 
lar, prefied and overwhelmed in a manner by the 
formidable power of Bendocdar, hood in need of 
fomething more effettual for their fuccour 
than barren praifes. The fultan improving March 7. 
the conhernation the Chriftians were in, had 1268. 
lately reduced Jaffa; and fome days after 
he took the cable of Beaufort. But the April 15. 
moh important conqueh that he made, was May 19. 
that of the famous city of Antioch, which 
did not coh him fo much as the trouble and expence 
of a fiege. He became maker of it, by the treafon of the 
patriarch, others fay, by the cowardice of the inhabi- 
tants : They did not however meet with any better 
treatment ; whether the fultan delighted in blood, or 
was minded to leffen the number of Chrihian inhabi- 
tants in that great city, he put feventeen thoufand of 
them to the fword, and carried off an hundred thou- 
fand into havery. 

Bendocdar after this turned his arms againh the 
fortrefs of Crac, which belonged to the order of St. 
John. The knights held out near two months, a- 
gainh all the power of that prince, like their brethren 
that defended Afliir ; and rejetting all motions of capi- 
tulation, they died upon the breach, nor did the fultan 
enter the place till the lah of thefe noble warriors was 
(lain. 

Such was the condition of the Holy Land, 
without a fovereign, without an army, with- 1270* 
out fuccour, without any refource in nature, 
but the military orders, who were overwhelmed by 
D d 3 the 


3 *6 Hijhry of the Knights of Malta. 

the prodigious armies of the infidels. I would willing- 
ly draw a veil over thefe difmal pafiages, if the laws 
of hiftory did not oblige me to relate equally events of 
different natures, and bad fuccefs as well as the good. 

Notwithstanding thefe continual wars, and a- 
midft the noife of arms, the grand mafter, who was as 
intent on keeping up the regular difcipline, as on the 
defence of the places entrufted to the valour of his 
knights, called and held no lefs than five general chap- 
ters, where he made feveral very ufefui regulations, 
and confirmed at the fame time* the ancient ufages of 
the order, among which we find, that for the adrfiif- 
fion of a knight, it was necefiary, that he fhould be 
born in lawful wedlock, and be defeended, both by the 
father and mother’s fide, of noble families, noble by 
arms, as well as name. The fame condition was re- 
quired likewife with regard to the nuns of the order ; 
and in one of thefe chapters, the caftellan of Empofta 
was empowered to admit and receive the profeflion of 
fuch ladies as gave proof of their being truly called, 
and defired to be received, as well in the priory of 
Sixenne, as in the other nunneries that depended on 
his caftellany and priory. A decree pafied in the fame 
chapters,’ and under the grand mafterfhip of de Revel, 
againft giving the habit to any monk who had been 
profefied in another order. In fine, by the regulations 
there made, the hofpitallers could not chufe any ftrange 
confeffors that were not of the order, without an ex- 
prefs permiffion from the prior of the church ; the fu- 
perior of their chaplains, who adled as bifhop and or- 
dinary of the order, enjoying that authority in virtue 
of fome papal conceflions, and wearing the epifcopal 
ornaments when he officiated. 

From thefe monadic cares and regulations, the 
grand mafter pafied to others of greater importance, 
concerning the prefervation and defence of the Holy 
Land ; and in concert with the grand mafter of the 
templars, he made a truce with the fultan of Egypt, 
in hopes of improving that cefiafion of arms to obtain 
fuccours from the weft, without which it was impofii* 

ble 
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ble for the Latin Chriftians to maintain their ground 
any longer in Paleftine. 

Both the grand mailers went thereupon into Italy, 
to folicite in a warmer and more effedlual manner. 
The advancement of Thealde or Theobald, arch dea- 
con of Liege, to the throne of St. Peter, was the mo- 
tive that determined them to take that voyage. The 
cardinals, after fuifering the holy fee to continue va- 
cant for two years and nine months, without coming 
to any refolution about the perfon to be appointed vi- 
fible head of the church, agreed at laflin the choice of 
Theobald arch-deacon of Liege, of the noble houfe of 
Vifconti, and his piety having carried him, at that 
time, to the Holy Land, they fent him the inflrument 
of his ele&ion thither. There could not have been 
a better witnefs of the extremity and real neceffities of 
the Chriftians in that country. This holy pope was 
deeply affedted with them, and, before his departure, 
promifed the grand mailers to ufe all the authority 
which God had then given him in the church, for the 
procuring them fuccours. It is faid, that as he went on 
board the fhip that was to carry him into Italy, to 
confirm his promife, he broke out into this expreffion 
of the one hundred and thirty fixth pfalm ; “ O Jerufa- 
“ lem, holy city, if 1 ever forget thee, let me be blot- 
“ ted cut of the remembrance of Men.” 

’Twas to this pontiff, who took the name of Gre- 
gory X. that the two grand mailers who followed foon 
after him applied themfelves upon their arrival in Italy. 
He had already prevented their inftances and remon- 
ftrances ; for as foon as ever he landed, negledling all 
the compliments of the cardinals and courtiers, he em- 
ployed himfelf in nothing, for eight days together, but 
in finding out expedients and means to fuccour the Ho- 
ly Land. He immediately fecured twelve gallies well 
manned, of which Pifa, Genoa, and Marleillcs, and 
Venice were to furnifh each of them three. To fup- 
ply the charge of the war, he borrowed twenty five 
thoufand marks of filver, of Philip the Hardy, king of 
France, fon of St. Louis, the templars mortgaging to 
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that prince all the lands which they poffeffed in his 
dominions, for the payment of the money 1 . 

‘The two grand matters arriving in Italy, heard, 
with great fatisfa&ion, ol the meafures which the pope 
had already taken in favours of the Holy Land. How- 
ever, after kitting his feet, they reprefented to him, 
that this fuccour might indeed put off, for fome time, 
the lofs of the few places which the Chrittians had 
left ; but that there mutt be a more confiderable force, 
if he had any thoughts of driving the infidels entirely 
out of Paleftine. 

The pope gave into their views, and after confer- 
ring with the cardinals on this fubjeft, he called a ge- 
neral council at Lyons, as the fureft means of exciting 
the zeal of the faithful, and procuring a new crufade. 
This we learn from a letter of that pontiff to Philip 
III. furnamed the Hardy, king of France. “ During 
“ the ftay we made in the Holy Land, fays Gregory 
<£ in his letter, we conferred with the leaders of the 
“ Chriftian army, with the templars and hofpitallers, 
< c and with the great men of the country, about the 
“ means of preventing its total ruin. We have dif- 
“ courfed on the fame fubjett fince with our brethren 
“ the cardinals, and we find that fome relief mutt be 
« fent away immediately in the gallies, till a more 
“ confiderable fuccour can be railed, which we hope 
« to obtain by the meeting of a general council.” 

This council was not held till A. D. 1274. The 
pope was prefent there, and it was opened on 
1274. May 2. He would have the two grand ma- 
tters appear alfo, to make a reprefentation in 
perfon of the deplorable condition of the Holy Land ; 
and if we may believe an old manufcript, entituled, 
The ceremonial of the cardinals, which is kept in the 
Vatican library, number 4734, that pontiff affigncd 
them an eminent place in the council, above all the 
embaffadors, the peers of France, and other great 
lords that were come to this famous affembly. 

:tis 
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’Tis not my bufinefs to relate what pafTed in the 
feveral felfions of this council, I fhall only oblerve 
that in the lafl it was refolved, that the crufade fhould 
be preached up over all Chriftendom, and to furnifh 
the vail expence that fuch an armament required, a 
conliderable tax was laid upon all ecclefiallical digni- 
ties and benefices, by way of tenths, payable in fix 
years . 

Philip king of France had already put on the 
crofs. Rodolph, who, of a private count of Hapsburg, 
had been, a little before, ele&ed emperor of Germany, 
received the fame from the hands of the pope; and 
Michael Paloeologus, who had furprized Conllanti- 
nople in A. D. 1261, in order to be acknowledged 
emperor by the wefiern princes, offered to join his 
forces to thofe of the crufade, and to put on the crofs 
himfelf. But no body did it with more zeal than 
Charles duke of Anjou, brother to St. Louis, and 
king of the two Sicilies, who laid claim to the king- 
dom of Jerufalem, in virtue of a conveyance and cef- 
fion made him in this very council, by Maryprincefsof 
Antioch, daughter of Bohemund IV. and of the princefs 
Melefinda, though Hugh III. king of Cyprus main- 
tained that the crown of Jerufalem belonged to him, 
as defeended in a right line from Alice of Champagne, 
daughter of Henry count of Champagne, and Ifabel, 
daughter of Amaury the third king of Jerufalem. 
This prince was crowned king in the city of Tyre ; 
and the king of Sicily on his fide, till he could go in 
perfon to the Holy Land, to take pofielfion of the 
poor remnant cf that miferable kingdom, fent Roger 
de St. Severin thither as his lieutenant. The barons 
of the kingdom were divided between the two pre- 
tenders ; and the grand mailer of the templars, at his 
return from the council, declared himfelf for the king 
of Sicily. But the grand mailer de Revel, and the 
knights of St. John, continued neuter, agreeable to 
their rule and the llatutes of the order, protelling, 
that they were not allowed to take up arms^againll a- 
ny Chriltian prince whatever. This conduft, though 

equally 


3 20 t&ftofy of the Knights of Malta. 

equally wife and equitable, drew upon them the re- 
fentment of Charles of Anjou, who feized all the ef- 
fects and pofleflions of the order in his dominions. 

Bendocdar would not have failed to make his 
advantage of thefe fatal diftenfions which divided all 
the Latin Chnftians of Paleftme ; but he die dabout this 
time, of a wound that he received in a battle, where- 
in he was defeated by the fuccefiors of Genchizcan, 

Historians affign the year following for the death 
of the grand mafter Hugh de Revel, who was 
1278. worn out with the cares and fatigues of go- 
vernment, and with the terrible apprehenfious 
of thofe deplorable calamities which he forefaw mu ft 
foon happen. The knights, aftembling a chapter in 
\r A c t * ie ^ r houfe of St. John d’Acre, chofe in 
Lor cue ^is fte&d brother Nicholas Lorgue, a 
knight of a good natnred and infinuating 
temper, who ufed his utmoll endeavours, during his 
admimftration, to put an end to the divifions between 
the Knights of his own order and thofe of the temple. 

Though the truce which the two grand mafters 
had made with Bendocdar, before their departure for 
the Weft, was ftill in force, a captain of Melee -Sais, 
his fuccefTor, either by fecret orders from his mafter, 
or out of a pillaging humour, made incurfions not- 
withftanding, and ravaged the country up to the gates 
of Margat, a fortrefs belonging to the knights of St. 
John. 

The knights, furprized at this inroad in a time of 
truce, fallied out of the place in good order, 
127S. attacked the pillagers, and cut the greateft 
part of them in pieces. The fultan, eager to 
have his revenge, fent a ftronger party, making a bo- 
dy of live thoufand men, into the neighbourhood of 
the place. The knights made a fecond fally ; but be- 
fore they advanced againft the enemy, they left part 
of the garrifon near the gates of the city in ambufh, 
to fecure their retreat. They then marched freight 
againft the enemy, and, after a flight skirmifh, retired 
with all the appearance of fear, as if they had been 

difmayed 
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difmayed at the fuperior numbers of the infidels. The 
Sarazens, full of confidence and prefumption on this 
occafion, prefled hard upon them, the knights continu- 
ing to retire before them, till they had drawn them 
beyond the ambufeade ; then they made head, and 
charged them in front, whilft the troops that were in 
ambufh came out, and, fetting up a great fhout, at- 
tacked the infidels in the rear ; who, being furprized, 
and marching moil of them without any order or pre- 
caution, as if it had been to a certain vidlory, were 
foon broken and routed, after a very faint oppofition. 
The Saracens fled for their lives : vaft numbers of 
them were killed, and feveral taken prifoners, with 
the emir that commanded the detachment. 

The fultan, nettled at this laft defeat, refolved to 
be revenged by the utter ruin and deftru&ion of the 
fortrefs ; but important affairs detaining him in his 
own territories, he could not execute his defign till 
three years after, when he inverted the place with a 
formidable army. The grand marter always kept a 
large body of troops there. Melee- Sais tried at flrft 
to take the place by fealado. His foldiers advanced 
with ladders to the walls, and attempted to mount to 
the top ; but they found the fame courage and oppo- 
fition in all places. The knights fuffered them to 
mount, only that they might have the greater fall. 
Stones, fireworks, boiling water, every thing was made 
ufe of on this occafion ; and the fultan, after lofing 
great numbers of his men, was forced to order the 
founding a retreat. That prince found himfelf oblig- 
ed to carry on his approaches in form. He opened 
trenches before it, and battered the walls with en- 
gines for throwing ftones, and fuch other machines as 
were in ufe at that time ; but they advanced flowly : 
the knights were continually making fallies, and after 
clearing the trenches, carried terror oftentimes into the 
heart of the infidels camp. They burnt all his en- 
gines more than once, and would have forced the ful- 
tan to raife the feige, had they not been furprized by 
a fecret enemy, againft which there was no defence. 

Whilst 
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Whilst MeJec-Sais was amufing them, as we may 
fay, with falfe attacks, his troops were at work, day 
and night, in digging mines, which they carried on to 
the walls of the place, fo that they were fupported on- 
ly by fome props of wood ; he then fummoned the 
governor and garrifon to furrender. They received 
the fummons with railery, and asked the officer if his 
mailer thought himfelf obliged to make them fuch a 
compliment before he raifed the fiege. But they were 
foon forced to change their note ; the officer told 
them, that the fcrtrefs was all undermined, and offer- 
ed to carry them into the mine, and ffiew them, that 
the fultan had nothing to do, but to fet fire to the 
props, and open himfelf a palfage into the place. The 
governor thereupon fent two knights along with the 
officer, who were immediately convinced of the truth 
of his account. There was no remedy but to treat, 
and give up the place ; and, as foon as the knights 
were marched out, the fultan caufed it to be razed, to 
deprive them of all hopes of recovering it in a more 
favourable jun&ure. 

A certain hiltorian 1 tells us, that r ome German 
knights, that were concerned in defending this 
1285. place, to preferve the memory of it, built af- 
terwards, in their own country a fortrefs, on 
the fame plan, calling it Mergatheim, which, after 
the order of St. John had enjoyed it for a long time, 
fell at laft into the hands of the Teutonic knights. 

The fultan, after the taking of Margat, feized on 
the caflle of Laodicea, and was preparing for the fiege 
of Tripoli, when he was made away by one of his 
principal emirs, called Melee, who took poffieffion of 
his throne, by the name of Melec-Meffior. This new 
Sultan, after he had fettled his authority in Egypt, re- 
fumed his predeceflbr’s defign of driving the Chrifti- 
ans out of Paleftine, and laid fiege to Tripoli, which 
he carried by ftorm, and razed, as Melec-Sais had 
done Margat. He might have pufhed his conquefts 
farther ; but fearing to draw all the forces of the well 
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upon his back, by Tome new crufade, he made a truce 
with Henry II. king of Cyprus, who, after the dread- 
ful cataftrohpe of the Sicilian vefpers,had, notwithftand- 
ing Charles duke of Anjou king of Sicily's claim, e;ct 
himfelf acknowledged and crowned king of Jerufalem, 
and chafed the French prince’s lieutenant and troops 
out of Paleftine c . 

Such was the fituation of affairs in the Holy Land; 
of all the places which Godfrey de Bouillon, and his 
fucceffors, had conquered, there was not one left but 
the city of St John d’Acre. All the Greek and Latin 
Chriftians, of different nations, took refuge there ; and 
that which fhould have been for its ftrength, occafion- 
ed the weaknefs of the place, by the divilions which 
rofe between the chiefs of thefe different bodies, who 
all pretended to be independent on one another. 

The grand matter of the hofpitallers, deeply aftett- 
cd with the lofs of Margat, and the difmai profpedt 
of the utter ruin of Chriftianity in the Holy Land, 
went into the weft during the truce, in hopes of pro- 
curing fome fuccours from thofe parts. He applied 
himfelf to pope Nicholas IV. who was then in the 
chair of St. Peter, and reprefented to him, in the moft: 
moving terms, the extremity to which the Chriftians 
of Paleftine were reduced, and the want they were in 
of a powerful affiftance of troops and money. But 
all that he could obtain was about one thoufand 
five hundred men, moft of them banditti and vagrants, 
without either courage or difeipline. The pope ex- 
cufed himfelf from furnifhing, out of his own treafu- 
ry, the money neceftary for their pay ; fo that all the 
fruit of the grand matter’s voyage was only fome 
marks of an empty comvaiTion, and letters of recom- 
mendation to fome Chuftian princes, which were not 
a jot more fervicea^e ; b:fides, the ill fuccefs of fo 
many ernfades, in which had perifhed an infinite num- 
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ber of princes, noblemen, and people of the well, had 
exceedingly cooled the zeal and ardour of the Chrifti- 
ans. The grand mailer therefore could only bring 
back with him fome troops levied in halte, which the 
Venetians tranfported to the eall on board their gallies. 

This weak reinforcement arriving at Acre, ferved 
only to augment the troubles and divifions there. The 
grand mailer, worn out with age, but Hill more with 
grief, to fee no refource left for the faving of that little 
Hate, died foon after his return, happy in this, that he 
left the world before his order left Falelline, and was 
not witnefs of the lofs of the Holy Land. 

This grand mailer, during his government, and by 
advice of the council of the order, made feveral very 
ufeful regulations. ’Twas he that preferibed the fafhi- 
on of the feal of the grand mailers, and that of the 
treafury or council. To him likeways is aferibed an 
article in the llatutes, which forbids the knights to 
come with arms into the chapter, or into the place 
where the grand mailer is to be chofen : and in the 
eighteenth title, there is a catalogue which the grand 
mailer publilhed before he died, of the faults and 
crimes punilhable with degradation from the order. 

Th e chapter, upon his death, chofe for their grand 
mailer brother John de Villiers of the lan- 
John de guage of France. ’Twas during his ma- 
Villiers. llerihip, that fome Chrillian foldiers of 
1289. the garrifon of Acre occafioned the break- 
ing of the truce. We have obferved, that 
they were moll of them banditti, and fellows picked 
up in different places, that had lifted purely out of idle- 
nefs and libertinifm, but wanted both courage and 
difeipline ; and as they received no regular pay, they 
went often out of the town in parties, roved over the 
country, and robbed both Chriftians and infidels with- 
out diftin£lion : they had lately, in breach of the 
truce, plundered fome open towns of the Saracens 1 . 

The 
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The fultan fent to demand fatisfaftion for the out- 
rages of thofe who commanded in the place, but there 
was no governor in chief there at that time : the city 
was filled with Cypriots, Venetians, Genoefe, Pifins, 
Florentines, Engli fh, Sicilians, hofpi taliers, tempiars and 
Teutonics, all independent on one another; each na- 
tion took up a different quarter of the city, where they 
were cantoned without any fubordinatiom The legate 
and the patriarch with the clergy were alfo intrenched 
m a particular place : all this formed aconfiderable 
body of inhabitants, capable enough of defending the 
place, had they been united. 

But the jealoufy between fo many different nati- 
ons, and the private interefts of their chiefs, 
rendered them fufpedled and odious to one an- 1 2 9 °* 
other ; and inftead of joining together for the common 
good, if one nation propofed an opinion, it was e- 
uough to make another rejedt it. They often came to 
- blows, fighting it out with one another ; and this mi- 
erable city contained its word enemies within its own 
walls ; fuch particularly were a great number of the 
ioldiers of the garrifon, and m 6ft of its inhabitants, be- 
j Crew b Iac kened with the mod horrid crimes. 
Murders, aflafilnations and poifonings pa/Ted unpu- 
ni fhed ; the criminals found always a fure afylum in 
the other quarters of the city, where they had not 
committed their villanies. The corruption of man- 
ners was almofi general in all conditions, not except- 
ing even thofe whofe profeflion obliged them to the 
ftridlefi continency. They gloried in vice, difguifino- 
it under the name of human frailty, and there wanted 
not men impudent enough publicly to avow that abo- 
minable fin which gives horrour to nature ; fo that 
of all the people, whether Chrifiians or Mahometans, 
that dwelt in Paleftine, the inhabitants of St. John d’ 
Acre pafied for the moll profligate. We mull not 
E e 2 therefore 
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therefore be aftonilhed if this confufed multitude of 
murderers, debauchees, and banditti, refufed to give 
the fultan fatisfa&ion, upon the complaints that he 
made, as the heads of the three military orders pro- 
pofed. The infidels, upon this refufal, declared war a- 
gainft men that were without a head, without an army, 
without forces, and had no other view in taking arms, 
but to find impunity for their pall crimes, and opportu- 
nities of being able to commit new ones. 

The fultan being well informed of the divifions that 
Teigned in Acre, levied a mighty army to form the 
fiege of the place, and drive the Latin Chrillians en- 
tirely out of Syria, but this prince died on the 
1291. road. It is faid, that he was poifoned by an 
Emir, lieutenant general of his army, who 
flattered himfelf with hopes of fucceeding him on his 
death. The prince had however life enough left to 
caufe him to be apprehended; the villain was drawn 
and quartered by his orders, and the fultan, before he 
expired, conjured prince Calil his fon, not to inter his 
corps, till he was mailer of the city*. 

The army, upon his death, proclaimed the young 
prince fultan, by the name of Mebec Seraf. lie ad- 
vanced immediately towards Acre, which he invelled 
on April 5th, A. D. 1291, his army is faid to have 
confilled of one hundred and fixty thoufand foot, and 
fixty thoufand horfe. 

The attacks were brisk and continual, and neither 
night nor day did the infidels allow- any reft to the be- 
fieged. They worked by fapping, and carried on 
their mines at the fame time that they battered the 
walls with their engines for throwing Hones, and all 
other machines of war that were then in life. As the 
fea was open, and the Chrillians had a greater num- 
ber of veflels in the port, molt of the inhabitants, Spe- 
cially of the richer fort, embarked with their wives, 
children, and belt effefts. Some fought an afylum in 
the ifle of Cyprus, and the reft took refuge in the ports 
of Greece and Italy. There remained only in the place 
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about twelve thoufand regular troops, compofed chief- 
ly of the hofpitallers, templars, Teutonics, and fome 
fecular foldiers, that fought under the banners of the 
three orders. 

Henry II. king of Cyprus, who all this while ap- 
propriated to himfelf the title of king of Jerufalem, 
landed in the port of Acre, at the head of two hundred 
horfe, and five hundred foot 11 . This was but a weak 
reinforcement againft the formidable power of the ful- 
tan ; and befides that Chrikian prince was not very 
much in repute for his courage. So the garrifon, which 
faw plainly they could not hold out long without a 
commander that was skilled in the art of war, elected 
by common confent brother Peter de Beaujeau, grand 
mailer of the templars, a general of great experience, 
who had grown old in the command of armies, to be 
governor of the place. NecelTity of ftate, the trueil 
interpreter of merit, made them offer the command 
to him, and it was done even with the confent cf the 
king of Cyprus himfelf, who, in a juncture of fuch im- 
portance, and fo full of danger, was well contented to 
forget the title, which he had always affe&ed, of king 
of Jerufalem. 

The fukan tempted the grand maker with offers ok 
immenfe fums, to which the templar made no anfwer, 
but by fhewing a juft indignation at the fultan’s -fancy- 
ing him capable of likening to them. By his or- 
ders they made every day fallies, in which a vak num- 
ber of the infidels were dekroyed ,* but nctivithkand- 
ing this vigorous refikance, the fultan, who did not 
want foldiers, kill advanced his works ; he under- 
mined, and at lak threw down feveral towers, and 
amongk others that which they called the curfcd 
tower, which was looked upon as the fortrefs of the 
city. The infidels advanced immediately to theflornij 
the king of Cyprus that was poked there, made head 
againk them with his Cypriots, a great number of 
them fell in the a&ion, and the infidels would have 
carried the place, if the night coming on had not put 
an end to the ahauit. 

E e 3 
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The king of Cyprus, feeing that he fhould have 
the fame enemies, and in much greater numbers, to 
engage with the next day, defired the Teutonic 
knights to take his poll during the night, under pre- 
tence that his troops had need of reft after fo rough an 
attack, and promifed that he would come in the morn- 
ing at break of day to relieve them. But, upon quit- 
ting the breach, he went direttly to the port, embark- 
ed on board his fiiips, and made the beft of his way 
to his ifland. 

The inf dels did not fail the next morning to re- 
new the aftault ; the Mamalucks, a refolute body of 
foldiers, mounted the breach, killed all that oppof- 
ed them, overwhelmed the Teutonic knights with 
their vaft numbers, and penetrated into the very heart 
of the city. They already thought it their own, when 
at the cries and noife both of the conquerors and the 
vanquifhed, the marflial of the hofpitallers of St. John, 
by the grand mafter’s orders, advanced at the head of 
a body of his knights, and charged them fo briskly, 
that they gave ground ; great numbers were ftain in 
this forced retreat, and the hofpitallers puftied feveral 
of them down headlong from the top of the breach 
into the ditch. * 

The fultan, who did not value the lofs of a few bat- 
talions, fent, the next day, a frefh detachment to re- 
new the attack 4 . Never was there a more obftinate 
engagement ; the breach was carried and recovered 
feveral times ; night alone parted the combatants. 
The infidels, difeouraged at fo brave a refiftance, 
turned all their efforts on that fide next the gate of St. 
Anthony : there they found the two grand mafters, 
whofe prefence alone feemed to make their knights 
invincible. The fight continued a long time, with e- 
qual warmth and fury : the Mamalucks and hofpital- 
lcrs engaged hand to hand, and feemed of a general 
battle to have made fo many particular duels. No 
body appeared fenfible of danger ; every foldier 
would either conquer or die. But as the infidels were 
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far mere numerous than the Chrikians, there were at 
lafe but few of thefe left for the defence of that poll ; 
and the marfhal of the hofpitallers, a knight of great 
valour, falling with feveral wounds that he receiv- 
ed at the fame time, the grand maker of the templars 
addreffed himfelf to the grand maQer of the hofpital- 
lers in thefe words : “ We can hold out no longer, 
“ fays he, and the city is lok if you do not fall im- 
“ mediately upon the enemy’s camp, and find means 
“ to make a diverfion that may cool their warmth, 
“ and allow us time to fortify the poll we are defend- 
“ lug.” 

The grand maker of the hofpitallers, taking with 
him fuch of his knights as were able to mount on 
horfe back, parted that moment, and fallying out of 
a gate on the oppofite fide to that of the attack, flat- 
tered himfelf with hopes of furprifing the enemy’s 
camp ; but they kept too good a guard. The fultan, 
during the aflault, had made all his cavalry mount : 
the grand maker, who had not five hundred horfe, 
was attacked immediately, and obliged to retire, and, 
as he entered the town again, he received the morti- 
fying news, that the grand maker of the templars was 
juk killed with a poifoned arrow ; that mok of his 
templars were cut in pieces, and that the enemy was 
maker of the city, and putting all to fire and fworef 
As there was nothing elfe to be done, but, if 
1291. poflible, to fave his troops, he turned towards 
the port, though all the while purfued by the 
infidels ; and, putting a confiderable number of crofs- 
bow-men into fome barks, under fhelter of the arrows, 
with which they were continually galling the ful tan’s 
cavalry, he embarked, together with his hofpitallers 
on board a carrack belonging to the order, and arriv- 
ed fafe in the ike of Cyprus. Three hundred tem- 
plars, that had efcaped the fury of the infidels, en- 
deavouring to gain the port, were intercepted. Thefe 
gallant foldiers of Jefus Chrik, having tried in vain to 
break through the innumerable croud of Egytians that 
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filled all the ftreets, threw themfclves into the tower 
of the temple, refolving to be buried in its ruins ; 
feveral women belonging to the town, as well married 
as unmarried, had already taken refuge there. The 
templars barricado’d it immediately,* and held out for 
fome days. The fid tan caifed the tower to be under- 
mined, and the ttrnplars finding it was only fupport- 
ed by props of wood, which they might fet fire to e- 
very moment, agreed to •juit it, on condition they 
would leave them a free paffage to the port, facilitate 
their embarkation, and preferve the honour of the 
women. The capitulation being figned, they opened 
the gates of the tower : but no fooner were the firlt 
foldiers of the enemy entered, than they offered vio- 
lence to the females. The templars, enraged at their 
brutality and breach of faith, laid hold on their fwords, 
cut thofe infolent creatures in pieces, fhut the gates, 
and, though their lofs was inevitable, yet they would 
never hear a word of capitulating. The infidels, with 
fwords in one hand and ladders in the other, advan- 
ced to fcale the tower. The walls were in an inftant 
covered with foldiers, endeavouring to mount, but be- 
ing undermined, as we have faid, the props failed, 
and the tower funk with a terrible crafh, burying 
the infidels as well as templars in its ruins. The wo- 
men fhut up in the tower had the fame fate, preferring 
an honourable death to the danger they would have 
run, if they had fallen into the hands of thefe barba- 
rians, who were ftill more odious to them for their 
brutality and debauchery, than they were for their 
cruelty. 

A whole convent of nuns, of the order of St. 
Clare, did not come fhortofthem in refolution. Thofe 
holy virgins disfigured themfelves after various and 
different manners, with more care than the women of 
this age take to fet themfelves off with unnatural co- 
lours. Some cut off their nofes, others made terrible 
flafhes in their cheeks, alLof them had their faces be- 
fmeared with blood ; ?nd, in this frightful condition, 
the infidels feeing no obje&s but w hat gave them hor- 
ror. 
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ror,maffacred them without mercy, and, by their death, 
put thole chafte fpoufes of the Saviour of the world • 
out of the reach of their infolence. Above fixty thou- 
fand perfons either perifhed in St. John d’Acre, or 
were made flaves to the infidels. The fultan, to cut 
off all hopes from the weftern Chriftians of ever mak- 
ing another fettlement in that city, razed it to the 
ground, with Tyre, Sidon, and all the cities which he 
had taken along the coaft. The hofpitallers, templars 
andTeutonics, that were left in fome caftles belonging 
to them, being unable to make any defence againft 
fo formidable a power, abandoned them, and embark- 
ed for Cyprus. It is faid, that out of live hundred 
templars, that behaved themfelves fo bravely in the 
defence of Acre, only ten efcaped, who, getting into 
a bark, landed happily on the coaft of Cyprus. The 
Teutonic knights, finding fome veflels, and not caring 
to ftay any longer in the eaft, returned to Europe, and 
retired into Pruflia and Livonia, which their order en- 
joyed in abfolute fovereignty. But the hofpitallers and 
the few templars that were left, in hopes of being 
able, by the help of fome crufade, to recover their 
footing in the Holy Land, would not quit the neigh- 
bourhood of it ; and till fome new fuccour Ihould be 
brought from Europe, and the knights of their order 
could be got together, their deputies obtained from 
the king of Cyprus the town of Limilfo for a place of 
retreat, where they arrived one after another, accord- 
ing as they could efcape the furious purfuit of the Sa- 
racens. 

’Twas a very moving fpeflacle indeed to fee thefe 
brave knights come out of their veflels, all over wounds, 
with looks fuitable to their fortune, and infinitely af- 
fli&ed at having furvived the utter lofs of the Holy 
Land. 


The End of the third Book, and First Volume. 










